The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Filled with good news of great joy, let
us offer our prayers for the church, the
earth, and all people.

A brief silence.

O God, you reveal yourself in this as-
sembly. In water, wine, and bread, show
us again and again your grace upon
grace, that your church boldly testifies
to your love. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every human
being. Help us recognize your image
in our siblings in Christ who are in the
strong grip of addiction, depression,
anxiety, hopelessness, or other illness
(especially). Grant us compassion in our
care for your people. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself anew every day. In
this new year, renew this congregation
and its ministries in our witness to the
good news of the incarnation (specific
ministry areas may be named). Transform
the way we have always done things into
your new future for us. God of grace,
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Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human
person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of
time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ
comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread
and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we recetve the fullness of God’s grace and. truth.

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By
your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

. : receive our prayer.
You reveal yourself in creation. In seed- pray

lings and planets, microorganisms and
galaxies, awaken us to the cry of the
earth. As you nourish your people like  You reveal yourself in the lives of your
a watered garden, empower us to nour-  holy ones. We give you thanks for those
ish our creaturely companions. God of  who set their hope on you, trusting the
grace, inheritance we receive in you. God of
receive our prayer. grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You reveal yourself in every land and in
the farthest parts of the earth. Deliver

peoples who suffer under oppressive re-  God, trusting your grace made known

gimes. Thwart the foolish plans of un- ¢ all, through the Word made flesh,
just leaders. Give wisdom to our elected  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

officials (local leaders or governing bodies Amen.
may be named). God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O

Monday (Epiphany of Our Lord) Matthew 2:1-12. Tuesday Ephesians 4:17—5:1. Wednesday
Ephesians 5:15-20. Thursday 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. Friday Psalm 29. Saturday Ecclesiastes
3:1-15. Baptism of Our Lord Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22.
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forever. Amen.

Jeremiah 31:7-14

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will
rejoice over God’s gifts of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God

will give gladness instead of sorrow.

Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the
nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lorb, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, I am going to bring them from
the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest
parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor,
together;
a great company, they shall return
here.
“With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them
back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall
not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

0Hear the word of the LorD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far
away;

say, “He who scattered Israel will gather
him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a
flock.”
"For the LorD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands
too strong for him.
2They shall come and sing aloud on the
height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the
goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and
the herd;
their life shall become like a watered
garden,
and they shall never languish again.
3Then shall the young women rejoice in
the dance,
and the young men and the old shall
be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them
gladness for sorrow.
4T will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with
my bounty,
says the LORD.






