Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

We come before the triune God to
pray for our communities, ourselves,
and our world.

A brief silence.

You reawaken our hearts to your mercy.
We give you thanks for renewers of the
church in every age (especially Columba,
Aidan, and Bede whom we commemorate
today). Enliven the creativity and per-
sistence of all seeking to transform the
church into a closer vision of your be-
loved community. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Your presence is revealed in the shade
of trees, the growth of seeds into flow-
ers, and in the blessing of plants grant-
ing food in their right season. Heal
lands scarred by deforestation, pollu-
tion, or infestation. Teach us to culti-
vate the earth with respect and rever-
ence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Our nations and communities are di-
vided, O God. Teach us again to lis-
ten with curiosity and mercy, even in
disagreement. Grant us the humil-
ity to acknowledge our hardness of
heart and make us bold in modeling

Preparing for Next Week

cooperation for the sake of the com-
mon good. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Hear the prayers of all who cry out to
you from the depths of fear, despair,
or hopelessness (especially). With haste,
rescue victims of trafficking, exploita-
tion, and abuse, and bless organiza-
tions and individuals who work on
their behalf. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Grant wisdom and clarity to all who are
in seasons of discernment and transi-
tion: high school graduates preparing
for first jobs or new educational jour-
neys, those who are shifting careers,
and those who are navigating chang-
es in their relationships. Accompany
them with your peace. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Praise to you for our ancestors in faith
who believed, spoke, and lived in you
(especially). Give us confidence that
as Jesus was raised, so we too will be
raised, with all the saints, into your ev-
erlasting presence. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come
quickly to our aid, through the power
of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Monday Psalm 74. Tuesday (Barnabas, Apostle) Acts 11:19-30; 13:1-3. Wednesday Luke 11:14-28.
Thursday Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15. Friday (commemoration of Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, 379;
Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, c. 385; Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishop of Constantinople, c. 389; Macrina,
teacher, c. 379) Hebrews 11:4-7. Saturday Mark 4:1-20. 4th Sunday after Pentecost Ezekiel 17:22-24;
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-18] 14-17; Mark 4:26-34.
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Tracks 1and 2

elebrate

Sunday, June 9, 2024
3rd Sunday after Pentecost

A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of
charges that he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon but by the Holy Spirit. We
who have received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined. to Christ’s death and
resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray
this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God.

Prayer of the Day

All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into vic-
tory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in
the streng_th of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading Genesis 3:8-15

Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither
takes responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God.
The curse on the snake was understood as a messianic prophecy by the early church, who
associated Eve’s “offspring” with Christ.

[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of
the Lorp God walking in the garden
at the time of the evening breeze, and
the man and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the Lorp God
among the trees of the garden. *But
the LorD God called to the man, and
said to him, “Where are you?” '"He
said, “I heard the sound of you in the
garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself.” ""He said,
“Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which
I commanded you not to eat?” *The
man said, “The woman whom you gave
to be with me, she gave me fruit from
the tree, and I ate.” *Then the LORD

God said to the woman, “What is this
that you have done?” The woman said,
“The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”
14The LorDp God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all
animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15] will put enmity between you
and the woman,
and between your offspring
and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”



Psalm Psalm 130; refrain, Ps. 130:7
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for with the Lorp there is stead-fast love.

Out ! of the depths
I cry to !'you, O Lorb;
20 Lorb, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my I supplication.
31f you were to keep watch ! over sins,
O Lorp, ! who could stand?
4Yet with you ! is forgiveness,
in order that you ! may be feared. R
5] wait for you, O Lorp; ! my soul waits;
in your word ! is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those
who keep watch ! for the morning,
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the Lorp, for with the Lorp there is I steadfast love;
with the Lorp there is plen- ! teous redemption.
8For the Lorp shall ! redeem Israel
from ! all their sins. R

Second Reading

2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1

Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has pre-
pared for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know that
as God raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life.

Just as we have the same spirit of faith
that is in accordance with scripture—
“I believed, and so I spoke”—we also
believe, and so we speak, '“because
we know that the one who raised the
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus,
and will bring us with you into his
presence. "*Yes, everything is for your
sake, so that grace, as it extends to
more and more people, may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
16So we do not lose heart. Even
though our outer nature is wasting

Gospel

away, our inner nature is being re-
newed day by day. "For this slight
momentary affliction is preparing us
for an eternal weight of glory beyond
all measure, because we look not
at what can be seen but at what can-
not be seen; for what can be seen is
temporary, but what cannot be seen is
eternal.

¥1For we know that if the earthly
tent we live in is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Mark 3:20-35

In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who s
demon-possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the

Holy Spirit, siblings of Christ.

[Jesus] went home; and the crowd
came together again, so that [Jesus
and the disciples] could not even
eat. ?When his family heard it, they
went out to restrain him, for people
were saying, “He has gone out of his
mind.” And the scribes who came
down from Jerusalem said, “He has
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the
demons he casts out demons.” *And
he called them to him, and spoke to
them in parables, “How can Satan
cast out Satan? *If a kingdom is
divided against itself, that kingdom
cannot stand. *®And if a house is
divided against itself, that house will
not be able to stand. **And if Satan
has risen up against himself and is
divided, he cannot stand, but his end
has come. *But no one can enter a
strong man’s house and plunder his
property without first tying up the

strong man; then indeed the house
can be plundered.

28“Truly I tell you, people will be
forgiven for their sins and whatever
blasphemies they utter; *’but whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
can never have forgiveness, but is
guilty of an eternal sin"—for they
had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

3 Then his mother and his broth-
ers came; and standing outside, they
sent to him and called him. **A crowd
was sitting around him; and they said
to him, “Your mother and your broth-
ers and sisters are outside, asking for
you.” ¥*And he replied, “Who are my
mother and my brothers?” **And look-
ing at those who sat around him, he
said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers! *Whoever does the will
of God is my brother and sister and
mother.”



