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Let us pray…May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be 

acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, for you are our strength and you are most certainly 

our redeemer.  Amen. 
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, today’s gospel consists of a prayer from Jesus. 
 

How do I know that?  It says so right at the beginning of the reading.  It says, 

“Jesus prayed.” 
 

Actually a few verses prior to our reading today, at the beginning of John 17, it 

does indeed say that Jesus looked up to heaven and prayed. 
 

But how do we know what Jesus prayed? 
 

How do we know these were Jesus’ actual words? 
 

Unless Jesus prayed out loud in the hearing of the disciples, and unless the disciple 

John was either taking good notes, or had a real good memory, so as to reproduce 

the prayer here in his gospel… 
 

…how do we know these are Jesus’ words? 
 

Or, maybe John is paraphrasing what Jesus said in his gospel. 
 

Maybe John sat down to write his gospel and when he came to this point in Jesus’ 

ministry, he remembered the best he could and said to himself, “That’s close 

enough to what the Lord said.  They’ll get the picture.” 
 

Who knows, right?  None of us was there to verify Jesus’ words in his prayer. 
 

PAUSE 
 

Now, what I think is more likely is that the author of John’s gospel, I say “author” 

because we really don’t know who actually wrote the gospel. 
 

Many speculate that someone wrote the gospel using John’s name to lend credence 

to the gospel… 
 

But, what I think is likely is that the author of John’s gospel created this prayer by 

bringing together several basic teachings of the early Church. 
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But this is not to say that these teachings of the early Church did not find their 

source in Jesus. 
 

PAUSE 
 

But whatever is or is not the case as to the composition of this prayer, there are 

several things we can learn from this prayer. 
 

And first things first, I would have us notice that there is a reason why this prayer 

appears in our readings today. 
 

This past Thursday was the Ascension of our Lord.   
 

Thursday marked the 40th day after Easter, the day when the Church 

commemorates Jesus’ return back into heaven. 
 

And so, this gospel reading reflects the fact that Jesus’ is now the Ascended Lord. 
 

For what do we read, “Jesus prayed, ‘And now I am no longer in the world, but 

they are in the world, and I am coming to you.’” 
 

So, the words of the prayer connect to the fact that Jesus is with the Father in 

heaven. 
 

Now, just so we know, this prayer of Jesus actually is prayed prior to Jesus’ death 

on the cross, so Jesus might also be referring to his imminent crucifixion, as much 

as he is referring to his Ascension.   
 

PAUSE 
 

And when we examine this prayer more closely, which again, may have been an 

invention of the author of John’s gospel… 
 

When we examine this prayer more closely, what do see as that which is most 

important to the author, so as to be included in this prayer? 
 

There is, of course, the importance of truth, that Jesus is who he says he is. 
 

Jesus prayed, “The words you gave to me, I have given to them, and they have 

received them and know in that I came from you.” 
 

The author wants us to understand we can trust the gospel message about Jesus 

Christ.  It is the truth. 
 

And, there is the importance of protection. 
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Jesus prayed, “I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to 

protect them from the evil one.” 
 

So the author of the prayer wants us to know the truth of the gospel, and wants us 

to know that God protects us. 
 

And then there is this little reference in this prayer to joy. 
 

Jesus prayed, “But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world 

so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves.” 
 

That they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 
 

And it is this topic, this idea of joy, that captured my attention in this prayer. 
 

For you see, in the early Church, joy was of paramount importance. 
 

And it probably had something to do with the culture. 
 

For in ancient Roman society, among Greek speakers anyway, when people 

greeted one another they used the word χαιρε, if they were greeting one person, 

and χαιρετε, if they were greeting more than one person. 
 

And that greeting χαιρε/χαιρετε was actually a command. 
 

In effect, when Greek speaking persons in the Roman Empire greeted one another 

they were saying, “Rejoice. Rejoice.” 
 

They were in fact commanding the other person to rejoice. 
 

So, we can just imagine this expression broadcast all over the place as people met 

and greeted one another. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice. 
 

Whenever people met, the greeted each other with “rejoice.” 
 

And maybe, just maybe, it was the case that early Christians thought to themselves, 

why do we greet each other like this in the Roman Empire. 
 

I mean who is it that is really commanding everyone to rejoice? 
 

Is it not the Lord God? so the Christians concluded. 
 

And why does the Lord God command everyone to rejoice anyway? so the 

Christians wondered. 
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Is it not because of the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection? 
 

So, I have to believe that Christians decided to use this everyday common greeting 

to their benefit, saying to others, “You know, we greet one another, we command 

one another in society, to rejoice, do you why this is the case?  It is because God 

has given us this abundant joy in his Son Jesus Christ.” 
 

PAUSE 
 

In fact, what does the angel Gabriel say to Mary when he comes to announce to her 

that she will conceive a son and she shall call him “Jesus.” 
 

Gabriel greets Mary in that encounter with the word, “Rejoice.” 
 

And does Mary do?  She rejoices by singing a song called the Magnificat.   
 

She sings these words, “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God 

my savior.”  
 

Mary was commanded by the angel Gabriel to rejoice, and so Mary rejoices, 

singing a song, expressing her joy.  
 

And what does John the Baptist do when Mary visits his mother, Mary’s cousin, 

Elizabeth 
 

John remember is in utero, and Mary greets her pregnant cousin, and when she 

does, Elizabeth says the child inside her leapt for joy when Mary greeted them. 
 

Well, of course, John leapt for joy.  He had been greeted with the command from 

Mary, “Rejoice.” 
 

And so John leapt for joy. 
 

Yes, joy was paramount to the Christian faith. 
 

Joy appears over and over again in the New Testament, specifically in the apostle 

Paul’s letters. 
 

And joy is still important to our Christian faith even today. 
 

And as we are talking about joy this day, the joy that Jesus prays may be complete 

in us… 
 

As we talk about joy this day, I ask you, “What is it that gives you deep down, 

utterly profound, joy?” 
 

Now, I am not talking about things that make you happy. 
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I am not talking about momentary, transitory happiness. 
 

Oh, my favorite TV show is on, I am so happy. 
 

Oh, I get to eat at my favorite restaurant today, I am so happy. 
 

Oh, I don’t have any schoolwork today, any housework today, any errands to run.  

I am so happy. 
 

No, I am not talking about happiness. 
 

There is a difference between being happy and having joy. 
 

So, what is it that gives you profound joy?  (PAUSE) 
 

The other day, I experienced profound joy.  This would have been back about a 

week and half ago. 
 

You may remember two Wednesday’s ago we just had a torrential downpour. 
 

And as a result we had a lot of water seep into the back of the church, I mean a lot 

of water. 
 

And personally I was just devastated, because we had just had the new carpet 

installed in the sanctuary. 
 

And our secretary Barb lent her support to me, as we tried to figure out what to do. 
 

So, we got the wet vac out and began cleaning up, and then I asked Barb to contact 

Phoebe, our property chairperson. 
 

And she came right over.  And she called the people who installed our carpet, and 

she called the gentleman who was to come in the next day to do the repair work on 

the wall with respect to our water issue. 
 

How is that for timing right?  Our contractor to do the repair work was scheduled 

for the day after we had the torrential downpour.   
 

And Phoebe made these calls, and then she told me that our carpet people would 

lend us fans to help dry the carpet, and that they would come back after the repair 

work was done on the wall to reassess the carpet, and that they wouldn’t charge us 

anything if repairs needed to be done. 
 

And the gentleman who was to repair the wall said he would come right over that 

same afternoon, the afternoon of the torrential rain, and he would assess the 

situation as well.   
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And it was all good.  It was all good.  And I can’t tell you the absolute joy I felt. 
 

That Barb was there to lend her support, that Phoebe came right over to help figure 

out what we needed to do, that the carpet people would do all they could to help, 

and that our repair man said he would come right over to see what he might do to 

help. 
 

You know, there are many times when the circumstances of life make us cynical, 

such that we lose faith in the goodness of people for whatever the reason.  
 

But then there are moments in life like that day a week and a half ago, when our 

faith in humanity is absolutely restored. 
 

And it is the most wonderful of blessings, and it the most profound joy. 
 

But even as remarkable as that day was a week and a half ago, it still pales in 

comparison to the joy we know through the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 

Even when heartache befalls us, when we experience hardship or loss… 
 

Even when we are confronted with difficulties, when life throws us pain, or grief, 

or suffering…  
 

Even in those trials of life, there is still an undercurrent of  joy, which comes from 

God, which is the very power of Christ to restore faith, and hope, and love. 
 

This is the joy for which Jesus prays. 
 

This is the joy Jesus desires us to know. 
 

The joy that is beyond mere happiness. 
 

The joy that is not momentary or transitory. 
 

The joy that is not fleeting and illusory. 
 

The joy that sustains us all the days of our life because it is grounded in the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

This joy is grounded on a sure and certain hope of God. 
 

PAUSE 
 

Now, it would be great if our culture greeted one another with a command to 

rejoice, like the Greek speaking residents of the Roman Empire. 
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But short of that, let us always pray for one another that we and all people would 

come to know the joy of God, not mere happiness, but deep, profound joy.  
 

This is Jesus’ prayer for us, and so it should be our prayer for each other.  In 

Christ, we pray…Amen. 

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 


