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Let us pray…May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, for you are our strength and you are most 
certainly our redeemer.  Amen. 
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, it takes a certain breed, doesn’t it? 
 

It takes a certain breed of person to run toward an emergency, to go into the 
midst of a crisis, to head straight into danger. 
 

It takes a certain breed of person to do that kind of work. 
 

Firefighters, police officers, emergency medical personnel, all these first 
responders are a special breed of people.  
 

Think about those first responders on September 11, 2001. 
 

Think about those first responders who entered the buildings of World Trade 
Center and were climbing flights of steps trying to help those trapped in those 
buildings. 
 

And think about those first responders who responded to the mass shooting in 
Columbine, in Sandy Hook, and most recently in Indianapolis, in Atlanta, and 
elsewhere. 
 

Think about those first responders who respond all the time to domestic 
situations, to building fires, to car accidents. 
 

It takes a special breed of people to do that kind of work. 
 

Not everyone has it in them to run toward an emergency. 
 

Most people by instinct move away from any sort of an emergency. 
 

PAUSE 
 

Now, I know that being a first responder is not my calling. 
 

I did serve as a first responder for some time. 
 

When I was in my first call at Klingerstown, about 40 miles north of here, I used to 
run with the fire company. 
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The fire house was actually across the parking lot of the church. 
 

There was the parsonage where my wife and I were living.   
 

It was located on one end of the church parking lot. 
 

Then there was the church and on the other side was the firehouse, so whenever 
the fire siren wailed my wife and I heard, whether it was at night or during the 
day. 
 

And I decided it made sense for me to go out with the firefighters on call. 
 

But I have to say, I was not very good at firefighting. 
 

I felt a bit like a fifth wheel, because I didn’t have as much training as the other 
volunteers. 
 

I did some training, but I knew that there were others better trained, and I 
certainly didn’t want to get in their way. 
 

So mostly, I went along on calls to be of moral support. 
 

So, as a professional first responder or even as a volunteer, I leave much to be 
desired. 
 

PAUSE 
 

Now, as a pastor, I guess you could say that I serve in some capacity as a first 
responder. 
 

If a church member is suddenly rushed to the hospital in critical condition, I make 
it a point to get to the hospital as quickly as possible. 
 

And if a church family experiences the loss of a loved one, I make it a point to visit 
that family as quickly as possible to lend my support and offer spiritual care. 
 

And when there are problems in people’s relationships I am there to offer 
guidance if possible. 
 

And when a couple is blessed with a new addition, when a couple becomes 
parents, I make it a point to visit them and their newborn. 
 

So, I guess in this way, I am sort of a first responder.  
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And, I consider it a great blessing to be invited into people’s lives at such 
important moments. 
 

I consider it a privilege, and I hold it very sacred, that I am given that kind of trust 
in moments when people are vulnerable, grieving, scared, angry or when people 
are celebrating. 
 

So, yes, I guess in this way you could say I am sort of a first responder. 
 

PAUSE 
 

Now, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was certainly of this special breed of 
people. 
 

Jesus says in our Gospel reading today, “When the wolf is coming, the hired hand 
leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
The hired hand runs away because the hired had does not care for the sheep.” 
 

But then Jesus says, “I lay down my life for the sheep.” 
 

“I lay down my life for the sheep.” 
 

You see, Jesus does not run away. 
 

Jesus does not up and flee in the face of an emergency. 
 

When danger is afoot, Jesus does not high tail it, and run. 
 

Jesus is the consummate first responder. 
 

When a crisis hit, when imminent danger threatened, when an emergency reared 
its ugly head, Jesus responded. 
 

He arrived on the scene to lend us his aid. 
 

Jesus entered the world, not with so many sirens wailing, not in some vehicle with 
lights flashing. 
 

No, Jesus entered the world to respond to the emergency. 
 

But Jesus entered the world with the sound of the beating of angels’ wings, and 
with the sound of barnyard animals. 
 

Jesus went toward the emergency and was born in a stable. 
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And with the threat still imminent, and with the danger still threatening, Jesus 
went toward the emergency, Jesus set his sights on Jerusalem. 
 

And with the crisis still at hand, and with the menace still looming large, Jesus 
went toward the emergency, and Jesus walked the way of the cross. 
 

“I lay down my life for the sheep,” says Jesus. 
 

In effect, Jesus was saying, I am the consummate first responder. 
 

Jesus does not shy away from the terror.  Jesus does not shy from going into 
harm’s way. 
 

Jesus goes straight into the heart of darkness. 
 

He goes to the cross. 
 

Yes, it takes a very special breed indeed to run toward an emergency. 
 

And Jesus does just that for the sake of you and me. 
 

He faces the emergency, that is the powers of sin and death that have threatened 
our well-being. 
 

He faces the emergency that is our eternal destruction. 
 

Jesus faces the emergency, where others would up and run away. 
 

Jesus faces the emergency, and he dies, that we might be saved. 
 

PAUSE 
 

And because Jesus has saved us, sisters and brothers in Christ… 
 

Because Jesus has shown us what it is to be a first responder… 
 

We, too, understand what we are to do in this life. 
 

You and I may not be called to fight fires. 
 

You and I may not be called to respond to rescue people from harm’s way, to 
keep a person from experiencing physical injury. 
 

No, you and I may not be called to snatch someone from imminent danger. 
 

But we are still called to be first responders. 
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Indeed, I have witnessed on numerous occasions just how you, the members of 
Our Saviour, have been first responders. 
 

I have witnessed how you have responded whether it is by offering support to 
one another by sending a card or calling one another, or visiting others, when 
there is someone in need. 
 

I have witnessed, too, how you have responded whether it is preparing a meal for 
Family Promise or donating food to the local foodbank. 
 

I have witnessed, also, how you have responded whether it is by serving some 
church committee so that the work of the gospel gets done. 
 

I have witnessed how you have responded by making shawls for people who need 
to be comforted. 
 

And I have witnessed how you have come to hear God’s word, which is a clarion 
call to God’s people, like a siren wailing out loud. 
 

I have witnessed how you have heeded God’s word, that it might speak to your 
life. 
 

For indeed God’s word resounds aloft. 
 

For indeed God’s message pierces our hearts. 
 

For indeed God’s calling is loud and clear. 
 

God’s word, God’s message, God calling, exclaims, “You are my first responders!” 
 

You, who care for God’s sheep, you have not run away—thanks be to God. 
 

You have recognized the emergency. 
 

You have seen the danger. 
 

And you have rushed to oppose the threat. 
 

You have met the greatest danger that threatens humanity. 
 

For I think there is something worse than physical danger and that is the threat of 
fear, of despair, of cynicism, of unbelief. 
 

Long and short, it is the threat of hopelessness. 
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When we respond to people who are grieving by sending a card or calling them, 
such that they know comfort from others who care. 
 

When we respond to people who are hungry such that they know others have 
graciously provided for them so that they need not be hungry. 
 

When we respond to people who are frightened such that through a shawl they 
have received, they know someone holds them in prayer. 
 

When we do these things, we are doing more than responding to physical needs… 
 

We are responding to that which threatens humanity in general and that is 
hopelessness. 
 

And that, Friends, is no doubt that greatest emergency humanity faces at any 
given time—the feeling that there is no hope, no light, no peace. 
 

The Church is called to be the first responders against this emergency, that 
hopelessness does not win out. 
 

This is why God sent his Son as a first responder. 
 

Sure, God in Jesus Christ rescued us from sin and death, such that we have the 
promise of new life in the world to come. 
 

But even more so, God has saved us from hopelessness in our life here and now. 
 

PAUSE 
 

And when we hear that someone has committed a heinous act like mass murder… 
And when we hear that someone has abused their power and authority such that 
another individual has suffered, such that that person has died… 
 

And when we hear that this group or that group is indifferent towards, or could 
care less about these people or that people… 
 

To be sure, most anytime we turn on the television and listen to the news for 
more than five minutes…what we are witnessing is the devil’s efforts to get the 
upper hand, and it is enough, it is enough to make anyone lose hope, when we 
see how people suffer oftentimes at the hands of other people, and in spite of 
other people. 
 

PAUSE 
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Hopelessness is all its forms is the paramount emergency to which you and I, to 
which we are called to respond. 
 

This emergency may not be accompanied by a siren’s wail.  This emergency may 
not be accompanies by the flashing lights of rescue vehicles. 
 

This emergency may not be accompanied by a 9-1-1 call. 
 

But instead, we hear the emergency in another person’s wavering voice. 
 

We might see the emergency in another person’s downtrodden face. 
 

It is the imminent danger of hopelessness. 
 

And it is not just a church issue.  The church alone is not called to be first 
responders in the face of hopelessness. 
 

Although again, this is the specific call of Christians to respond to their neighbor’s 
emergency. 
 

But it is not just a church issue.  It is a human issue. 
 

For if we as human beings are not responding to the emergency that is apparent 
in our neighbor, then we have lost a part of what it means to be human. 
 

The hired hand runs away, and the wolf which is always at the door snatches the 
sheep and scatters them. 
 

The hired hand runs away, but the first responders rush in because they care for 
the sheep, just as Jesus cared for us. 
 

Take heed of the emergencies you see around you this day and every day. 
 

Take heed of the emergencies where in anyway danger looms large, that is hope 
is threatened. 
 

Take heed and be then a first responder.  Amen.  
 

 
    
 
  


