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THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 

420 N. Progress Avenue  

Harrisburg, PA 17109-1040 

Phone: (717) 545-9992 

Office Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

 Joel D. Petruschke, Pastor, pastorjoelp@comcast.net 

Barbara Johnson, Administrative Assistant 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 14, 2021 

Worship 9:00 am 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE       

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  
Gathering 

  
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION *  

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ⴕ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
  

Almighty God,  

to whom all hearts are open,  

all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hid:  

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you  

and worthily magnify your holy name,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  

     Silence is kept for reflection. 
  

Most merciful God, 

we confess  

that we are captive to sin  
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and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done  

and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you  

with our whole heart;  

we have not loved  

our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
  

In the mercy of almighty God,  

Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  

and for his sake  

God forgives us all our sins.  

As a called and ordained minister  

of the church of Christ,  

and by his authority,  

I therefore declare to you  

the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  

in the name of the Father,  

and of the ⴕ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

  
SHARING OF THE PEACE *    

 
OPENING HYMN*     ”Come, Ye Disconsolate”                                                        ELW #607 

Come, ye disconsolate, where’er ye languish; 

come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel. 

Here bring your wounded hearts, here tell your anguish; 

earth has no sorrow that heav’n cannot heal. 
.  

Joy of the desolate, light of the straying, 

hope of the penitent, fadeless and pure; 

here speaks the Comforter, tenderly saying, 

“Earth has no sorrows that heav’n cannot cure.” 
.  

Here see the Bread of life; see waters flowing 

forth from the throne of God, pure from above. 

Come to the feast of love; come, ever knowing 

earth has no sorrows but heav’n can remove. 

 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING *  
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY * 

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and  

rescued us from the hopelessness of death.  Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may 

reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

  
The Word 

 
 

FIRST LESSON:  Numbers 21:4-9 
4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land 

of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way.  5The people spoke against God and 

against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?  For 

there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.”  6Then the LORD sent 

poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites 

died.  7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against 

the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.”  So Moses 

prayed for the people.  8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it 

on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.”  9So Moses made a serpent of 

bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look 

at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     Response:  Thanks be to God. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

PSALM:  Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22    (read responsively) 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 

  for God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 

  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 

 3gathering them in from the lands; 

  from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 

 17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 

  through their sins they were afflicted. 

 18They loathed all manner of food 

  and drew near to death’s door. 

 19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 

  and you delivered them from their distress.  

 20You sent forth your word and healed them 

  and rescued them from the grave. 

 21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 

  and your wonderful works for all people. 

 22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 

  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.  
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SECOND LESSON:  EPHESIANS 2:1-10 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the 

course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 

work among those who are disobedient.  3All of us once lived among them in the passions of 

our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of 

wrath, like everyone else.  4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which 

he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ - by grace you have been saved - 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him 

in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the 

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8For by grace you 

have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God - 9not the 

result of works, so that no one may boast.  10For we are what he has made us, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     Response:  Thanks be to God.          
                                              
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION *      

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love. 

    
GOSPEL *   John 3:14-21 

The holy gospel according to St. John.      Response:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:]  14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through him.  18Those who believe in him are not condemned; 

but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the 

name of the only Son of God.  19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the 

world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.  20For all 

who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 

exposed.  21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen 

that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 

The gospel of our Lord.     Response:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY *     “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                                                       ELW #338 

Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand; 

the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land, 

a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noontide heat and the burdens of the day. 
  

Upon the cross of Jesus, my eye at times can see 

the very dying form of one who suffered there for me. 
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And from my contrite heart, with tears, two wonders I confess: 

the wonder of his glorious love and my unworthiness. 
  

I take, O cross, your shadow for my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face; 

content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss, 

my sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED*   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

                              
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION *     Response:  Your mercy is great.                                             

 
LORD’S PRAYER *  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Sending 
  

BLESSING *     Response:  Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN *   “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”                                           ELW #335 

Jesus, keep me near the cross, there's a precious fountain; 

free to all, a healing stream flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 

Refrain: 

In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever; 

till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river. 
  

Near the cross, a trembling soul, love and mercy found me; 

there the bright and morning star sheds its beams around me.  

Refrain: 
  

Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me; 

help me walk from day to day with its shadows o'er me.  

Refrain: 
  

Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hoping, trusting ever, 

till I reach the golden strand just beyond the river.  

Refrain: 

                                                                                                                                                                 
DISMISSAL *  

Go in peace.  Share the good news.  

Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  License #SB159188. 
 

We again welcome back Mitchell Sensenig to our organ console  

this morning and thank him for providing our music. 

 
We also thank John Zimmerman for being our reader, Dawne Veet for being our vocalist, 

and Hannah or Marlee Zimmerman for being our acolyte this morning. 

 
Lenten Weekly Service 

During Lent we will be holding mid-week joint Lenten services with Good Shepherd  

Lutheran Church.  We will meet each Wednesday evening at Good Shepherd located at 

3700 Rutherford St., Harrisburg.  The evening prayer service, starting at 7 pm will be held 

in their Nave.  We will meet on March 17th, and 24th.  Everyone is invited to join us.  These 

services will also be streamed live on  their Facebook page. 
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Manna Food Pantry – Our “2nd Sunday” food collection is still ongoing.  During the 

winter, and during this time of the pandemic food pantries are seeing a greater demand of 

their services.  If you would like to make a donation you may bring your items into the 

church & place them on the table in the Narthex at any time.  If you are not comfortable 

with coming into the church building we would be happy to offer "curbside drop-off" during 

regular office hours.  Pastor Joel & Barb are keeping their regular hours during this 

current shut-down.   Just let us know & will be happy to come out & get your donation from 

you.  Thank you. 
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Easter Flowers 2021 
You have the opportunity to order Easter flowers to beautify God's House.  This year the cost 
for the flowers is as follows: Easter lilies are $13.00, pink tulips are $11.00, and daisy mums are 
$11.00.  Please order your flowers by completing the order form below and placing it in an  
envelope with the money.  The envelopes can be found in the pews.  Place order with the  
money in the offering plate.****  If you have any questions, please call Connie Johnson at  
717-652-4394.  Thank you. 

   

MESSAGE IN BULLETIN 

 

 
 
 

NUMBER OF 
FLOWERS 
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Name:          Total Number of Flowers 

 
Phone No.:         Total Amount Enclosed $ 

 

Remember: Deadline is March 14, 2021 – THIS SUNDAY!! 

 
****As of now, Our Saviour remains closed.  If you would like to order flowers please place this  

form with your check in the mail or you may drop it in the mail slot at church.  You may also call 

the church office to place your order then mail or drop off your payment. 

 

This year, as of now, we are planning on live-streaming our Easter service.  This may change as  

if & when our Task Force decides to resume in-person worship.  If we are live streaming we will  

still be using the flowers ordered to decorate our altar for Easter Morning.  Flowers may then be 

picked up Easter Sunday, after worship is over or Monday morning.  Any questions, please just  

call the church office 717-545-9992.  Thank you.    

 

 

 

 

 

Check 

one 
Check one 

List the name and/or message exactly as you want it to 

appear on the bulletin. 
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Help us keep an updated prayer list.  If you have placed an individual on our prayer 

list, please remember to notify the office when that individual can be removed.  Thank you. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

Lisa (Dawne Veets’ family member), Robyn, Evelyn, and their family (friends of the 

Zimmermans), Robin Ellerman (Wendy Snyder’s sister), Adam, (Phoebe Drake’s cousin ), 

Bob McIntyre, Tom & Wendy Snyder, Linda Freed, Pastor Joel and his family, Ed Digon 

(Malane’s husband), Musser family (Carol Ranck’s in-laws), Ann Wolf, Diane Trullinger 

(friend of Marcia Schreffler), Cheryl Digon (Ed & Malane Digon’s daughter-in-law), 

Lorraine Brubaker (friend of Nancy Pinko), Kathy (friend of Andrea Faber), Carol Ranck, 

Alexa Phillips (Ed & Malane Digon’s granddaughter), John Digon (Ed Digon’s brother),  

Linda Freed, Kelly Utter, Andrew H. (Carol Ranck’s cousin), Gertrude Gassner (friend of 

Merle Beachell), Julianna Stoner (friend of Eva Kunz), Linda Schreier, Chuck Walker 

(friend of Nadine & Otis Martin), Pastor Chuck & Shelley Lisse, Katie Nanov- Schwehr 

(Irene Nanov’s daughter), Kathy Dare, Bob Sheetz (Bill’s brother), Lisa McManuels, Patsy 

Baumann, Linda Brittelli (Tara Beachtel’s step-mom), Lee Wheeler (friend of Kathy Dare), 

Makwan Sayed (friend of the Flemings), Christy Silvers (friend of Nedda Pollock), Helen 

Kester (friend of Malane Digon), Veronika Lenker (friend of the Flemings), Candy Evans, 

Millie Horvath, Romayne Leedy (Marion Tosheff’s sister), Veronica Malesic (Mindy Grace’s 

mother-in-law), Jesse (neighbor of Kathy Dare), Michael Zorek (Mindy Grace & Melanie 

Trea’s brother), Corine Harold (friend of Kathy Dare), Joe Newman (friend of Kathy Dare), 

Pastor Sharron Blezard (assistant to the Bishop), Betty Giovaninello (friend of Linda 

Schreier),  Don Bolonif (friend of Kathy Dare), Sondra Andrews (Bob & Jean Lisse’s 

daughter), Marsha Randel (Bob McIntyre’s cousin), Connie Johnson, Barbara Hammell 

(Betty’s daughter), Bob & Jean Lisse, Kenly Underkufler (relative of Tom & Wendy 

Snyder), Vernel Brown (friend of the Flemings), Bishop Dunlop.  

  

Pray for missionaries, especially Tonya Starner in Mongolia.  

  

Pray for our military, especially Ian Bowling, Jason Nunez, Noel Sanchez & George 

Schreffler, III .         

                                  

Pray for our shut-ins, especially Shirley Kaltreider, Irene Nanov, Miriam Reinard, Ellavene 

Rutter, Alta Shadel, George Sheleman, Tom & Wendy Snyder. 

 

Prayers of remembrance for Christine Velter and sympathy to Julie, Toby, Phoebe and their 

family; for Bruce MacMurtrie and sympathy to Hope Bowling and her family. 

 

 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT                                                                                                           

Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring congregation dedicated to the word of Christ 

welcomes all people to worship and grow with us as we share His love and salvation with 

our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

 


