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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!  Did you celebrate the New Year with a traditional pork and sauerkraut meal?  As we 

may know, the reason pork is to be eaten at the start of the New Year, is because the pig roots around with its 
snout moving in a forward direction.  And so eating pork on New Year’s is believed to bring good luck, because. like 
the pig, we are to be people who move forward into the New Year.  Other animals that scratch or move backwards 
include the lobster, chicken, and turkey.  So, we are warned not to tempt fate by eating those other animals.  
Furthermore, we are to be people who do not move backwards.  Aside from all of this fatalism, this is what our God 
says to the prophet Isaiah, “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 
43:19).    

Our Saviour Lutheran Church is moving forward.  Where God is taking us, only God knows.  This month on 
Sunday, January  26th (Snow date:  February 2nd), at 9:30am, we have a very important congregational meeting.  At 
this meeting we will be voting to approve several important documents including the revised Church Constitution 
(the By-laws will be considered at a later date), the Memorial Policy, the revised Child Protection Policy, the revised 
Facility Use Policy, and the revised Scholarship Program Policy.  These items will be available for the congregation to 
review in advance, so that when we do meet for the congregational meeting, we will not have to take the time to 
read through these documents before voting.  So, please do your homework in advance of the meeting, and if you 
have any questions, they will be addressed at the time of the meeting.  If you are so inclined beforehand to forward 
questions about any of the documents to the church office, please do so.  That way, the appropriate persons would 
have a chance to prepare responses before the congregational meeting.  That would allow the meeting to proceed 
in an even more efficient manner. 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church is moving forward.  It is important for our congregation to approve the noted 
documents at the congregational meeting, because it allows us to focus then on other important tasks.  The 
leadership of Our Saviour has talked about the vision of this New Year being at least in part the physical plant, that 
is the church building.  There are a number of items that need attention within the church.  There is the need to 
address lighting in the church, particularly the Fellowship Hall and church hallways.  There is the need to address 
climate control in the youth room and Trinity Room; the HVAC units in those rooms are shot.  There is the need to 
address the walls in the Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary; they could desperately use a new coat of paint.  There is the 
need to address the aging carpet in the Sanctuary, as well as the steps in the chancel area.  There is the need to 
address still the storage issue in the church building; even though much has been done to remove the excessive 
clutter, it still seems apparent that we just don’t have enough storage. 
 Our Saviour Lutheran Church is moving forward.  In addition to the tending to the church building, we need 
as a church to tend to the gospel, to its proclamation in worship and to the world, to its witness in our service to our 
neighbors.  How does the Church (not just Our Saviour, but the whole Church) move the gospel forward in this 
world that seems ever more indifferent to the gospel?  That is the question with which we Christians need to 
continue to grapple.  The answer is not to continue to do the things as we have always done them, nor can we go 
back to some Golden Age in the life of the church.  We need to think radically.  We are going to need to take risks.  
As your pastor, I am open to hearing your ideas about how we can “root” forward.    

Our Saviour Lutheran Church is moving forward.  Where God is taking us, only God knows.  But we can take 
comfort in the Christmas message which we heard again only a short time ago: “God is with us.”  Another way to 
say that is “God is for us.”  God is about to do a new thing, as God is always up to something.  We can count on it.  
Our task is to be attuned to that new thing, and to get faithfully on board with God’s plan.    

  In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke    
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net.  Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for January 2020 

January 5 — Christmas 2 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Psalm 147 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

John 1:1-18 

 

January 12 — Baptism of Our Lord 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

January 19 — Epiphany 2 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm 146:5-10 

James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

January 26 — Epiphany 3 

Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 

 

 
 

Congregation Meeting                                                                                                           
Per our By-Laws and Constitution a                                                           
Congregational Meeting is scheduled                                                         
for January.  The meeting will be held                                                     
between services January 26th, with                                                             
an snow date of February 2nd.  As noted in Pastor Joel’s 
letter on page 1 we have items of  importance to vote on 
and a quorum of 30 voting members is needed to conduct 
this meeting, so please make every effort to 
attend.                                                                                               
Reminder to all committee chairs:  please get your annual 
reports to the office no later than Sunday, January 19th.  
Thank you.  

 

Thank You                                                                                     
Pastor Joel and Barb would like to thank you all for the     
generous staff gift, personal gifts & holiday greeting cards.  
Your thoughtfulness is so greatly appreciated. 

 

The Manor at Oakridge sent us this thank you                                
“Just taking a few moments to thank you all                                            
for coming to the Manor at Oakridge.  Our                                              
residents truly enjoyed it.  Happy New Year” 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPDMz_S_1McCFcwVPgodGB8J2Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hislambsonline.org%2Fsermon-series-fhlm-listing.php&ei=h-bkVbDtCcyr-AGYvqTIDQ&psig=AFQjCNF7VmO2i4aDu91o2ewJmb


Good News Page 3 

About Worship 

 How important music is to the praise of God!  And I recognize that it has been a challenge for us as a               
congregation without a Music Director to lead our musical praise week-in and week-out.  Some Sundays we have 
had no one to play the organ.  But it is not without great effort to find a substitute.  It is just that some Sundays we 
have not been able to secure an organist.   

In addition, our Search Committee has received only one response for the position of Music Director at Our 
Saviour.  Again, we have been advertising for the position through many outlets, but to no avail.  Not yet, anyway.  
Our Worship and Music Committee continues to ask for your patience and understanding. 

We are not alone in our need not only for a permanent organist but for substitute organists.  On the          
American Guild of Organist website there is quite a list churches seeking the services of a music leader                                      
(i.e. organist, choir director, etc.).  I wish I had better news at this point, but as they say, it is what it is. 

Given our present situation, I believe our congregation may have to consider other options.  For instance, 
there has been some conversation among our church leadership about the possibility of using “recorded music.”  
In short, it might be possible for us to purchase the music for the liturgy and hymns.  This music could then be 
played through the church’s sound system.  One challenge with this is that we would need someone available each 
Sunday service to que the music as we proceed through the service.  That would take committed individuals willing 
to serve in this capacity. 

I saw this arrangement (using “recorded music”) at my former church when I visited them for their 125th 
anniversary celebration.  And, I must say that it worked very effectively.  So, it is quite possible, and it did not seem 
to detract from the feeling of worship.      

I am open to hearing other suggestions as we navigate our way through our present music needs.  Please 
feel free to reach out to me and let me know your thoughts.  Your Worship and Music Committee and myself 
would greatly appreciate it.  Thank you. 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 
Good Shepherd and Our Saviour will again be hosting Family Promise this week, Jan. 5th through 19th                                                      
(for 2 weeks) at Our Saviour.  Volunteers are still needed.  There are now sign-up sheets in the                                                    
Narthex. (“Sing-Up Genius” did not work out as originally planned.)  Please call Georgia Rehm                                                       
(717-564-0757) if you have any questions.  Thank you in advance for taking the time to consider                                                      
helping in this very worthwhile program. Without volunteers, this program will cease to exist!   
Thank you!  Georgia 
 

Needed for Family Promise Host Week  
We are in need of Pack-N-Plays (baby portable cribs) for when we have young children 
and also mattresses (twin size preferred) .  If you would be willing to donate either of 
these two items, please contact Georgia Rehm (717-460-4706).  Thank You! 
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           A Word on Stewardship   
 Each year our nation remembers the life of Martin Luther King, Jr.  The commemoration of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. falls on the third Monday in January.  This year it is January 20th.  We all are familiar with King’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech delivered on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial on August 28, 1963.  But we may not be as familiar 
with his “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” speech.  It was King’s last speech.  He delivered this speech on April 3, 
1968, at the Mason Temple in Memphis, Tennessee.  The next day he was assassinated at the age of 39. 
 In what would be King’s last speech, he speaks quite ironically of the prospect of his untimely death.                  
He says,  

“Well, I don’t know what will happen now.  We’ve got some difficult days ahead.  But it really doesn’t 
matter with me now, because I’ve been to the mountaintop.  And I don’t mind.  Like anybody, I would like 
to live—a long life; longevity has its place.  But I’m not concerned about that now.  I just want to do God’s 
will.  And He’s allowed me to go up the mountain.  And I’ve looked over.  And I’ve seen the Promised 
Land.  I may not get there with you.  But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the 
Promised Land.  I’m not worried about anything.  I’m not fearing any man.  Mine eyes have seen the glory 
of the coming of the Lord.” 

These are prescient words.  King was no doubt reacting to his flight delay to Memphis.  The flight delay was 
caused by a bomb threat against his plane. 
 What is so powerful about the above words from King is his resolve in the face of death.  In short, he is 
willing to lay down his life for the cause of civil rights.  His steadfastness reminds us of another, for whom King 
was named.  Yes, King was named after his father, thus the “Jr.” after his name.  But King’s father was named 
after Martin Luther.  And, if we remember, Martin Luther was also resolute in the face of possible death.  Because 
of his stance against the Church, Luther was deemed an outlaw, and could have been killed on sight.   
 Both King and Luther were willing to sacrifice their lives for what they believed in.  Stewardship doesn’t 
become any more real than that.  We are called to be stewards of all that God has given us, which includes our 
very life.  The question is, “For what are we willing to give our life?”  When we can answer that question, we can 
subsequently devote our existence to fighting wholeheartedly for that cause.  And the sacrifices (whatever they 
may be) we make along the way will seem trivial in light of the goal toward which we are pressing. 

Opportunities to Serve (and Sing!) 
  
Volunteers are needed to help support a new Winter Overnight Shelter that Christian Churches United (CCU) has 
opened in Harrisburg to serve women and non-binary people.  The shelter will be open through March 31st so 
there is a place for these individuals to get out of the cold overnight.  The shelter is located in the Wesley House 
of Grace United Methodist Church on State St. and volunteers provide intake and hospitality to guests from 7:30 
– 10:30 pm each night.  The next orientation for volunteers will be on Monday, Jan. 6th from 6 – 7:30 pm at the 
shelter.  To register for the orientation or for more information about the shelter contact Shelter Coordinator 
Gillian Sumpter at gsumpter@ccuhbg.org or 717-770-9189. 
  
CCU is again forming a Unity Choir to perform at the 2nd Annual “Lift Every Voice” MLK Day Service on the evening 
of Jan. 20th at First Christian Church, 442 Hummel Ave. Lemoyne.  The choir will meet at 6:30 pm on Jan. 6th and 
Jan. 13th at the church to practice two songs.  If you are not a singer, you are still welcome to attend the event on 
the 20th, which will be begin with a panel discussion at 6 pm followed by refreshments and concluding with the 
worship service at 8 pm.   For more information, contact CCU Executive Director Darrel Reinford 
at dreinford@ccuhbg.org or 717-230-9550.   

mailto:gsumpter@ccuhbg.org
mailto:dreinford@ccuhbg.org
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      Dear Padre, 

What is the Twelfth Night?  I know a Shakespearean play is given this title, but what is the significance 
of this festival? 
 
Signed, Don’t Know  
 
Dear “Don’t Know,” 
 

The Twelfth Night refers to the last evening of the Christmas season.  We are familiar with the twelve days 
of Christmas, particularly because of the song.  Well, the Twelfth Night then falls on January 5th.  The next day on 
the church calendar is Epiphany, which then transitions us from Christmas to the time of the Epiphany.  Epiphany 
falls on January 6th, and this day marks the arrival of the magi to the stable in Bethlehem.  Epiphany is the season 
following Christmas, which seeks to explain who this child is that has been born to us.  An “epiphany” of course is a 
revelation.   It is like a lightbulb that goes on over our heads, and we say, “Aha, I get it.”  That is what the Epiphany 
season is about—helping us have an “aha” moment about who baby Jesus is. 

Now there is nothing in the Bible saying that the Christmas season is 12 days long.   Nowhere in the Bible 
does it say that Jesus’ birth happened on December 25th nor that the magi arrived on January 6th.  The reason 
Christmas was appointed for December 25th was likely because a pagan festival occurred on that day, and the early 
Church hoped to steal converts away from paganism by stating that the real significance of December 25th belongs 
to the birth of Jesus the Savior.  The date of January 6th for the Epiphany derives from a time when early Christians 
(particular in the East) celebrated Christmas, the Visitation of the Magi, the Baptism of Jesus, and the Wedding at 
Cana all on one day, January 6th.  Over time, the Western church separated out these events, and the Visitation of 
the Magi was alone relegated to January 6th, giving us the 12 days of Christmas, from December 25th to January 6th. 

In England, at the time of Shakespeare, the twelve days of Christmas marked a time of great rejoicing, 
culminating on the Twelfth Night.  It is believed that Shakespeare wrote his play around 1601-1602 to be 
performed on the eve of the Epiphany, to serve as some entertainment for people wrapping up the holiday season.  
One commentator says, “Twelfth Night is about illusion, deception, disguises, madness, and the extraordinary 
things that love will cause us to do—and to see.”  So, the backdrop of the festivities surrounding the Twelfth Night 
in the Christmas season allows for the plot of the play to unfold as it does, with its deceptions and disguises.  But I 
liken what the commentator says about the Twelfth Night to God’s action at Christmas.  At Christmas, we see “the 
extraordinary things that love will cause God to do…”  God sent his Son Jesus to die for us.  And maybe that is 
exactly what Shakespeare is hinting at in his play Twelfth Night. 

Thanks for your question.  Now, go and read Twelfth Night.    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Signed, Padre  
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Council Minutes  
 

Please Note:  Council Minutes cannot be included in the newsletter until after Council has approved them.                    
Here are the minutes from the meeting in November.    

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 
Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 

Wednesday, November 13, 2019 
 

Members Present:  Pastor Joel Petruschke, President John Zimmerman, Secretary Jessica Logan, Treasurer Jim 
Lubrecht, Brad Neil, Andrea Faber, Arno Miller, Marlee Zimmerman 
 
Members Absent:  Vice-President Herb Logan, Anneke Fleming, Kathy Sheetz 
 
Non-Members Present:  Donna Zimmerman- to discuss CPP, Mike Metzger- to observe 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting began at 6:34pm with a quorum of members, Pastor Joel began the meeting with a     
devotion and prayer.  Members were asked to share something they are thankful for.  
 
CPP Review:  Donna Zimmerman provided a summary of the recently updated Child Protection Policy.  The policy 
was reviewed and minor edits were made.  John made a motion to approve the policy.  The motion was seconded 
by Arno.  Without objection, the motion carried.  
 
Minutes:  Arno made a motion to approve the September and October minutes.  The motion was seconded by              
Andrea.  Without objection, the motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Report attached and made a part of the record.  Jim reviewed the report and noted that the 
deficit year to date is $13,000 as opposed to a $45,000 deficit at this time last year.  The 2020 budget will be                 
completed at the December council meeting.  A motion to approve the Treasurer’s report was made by Andrea.  
Brad seconded the motion.  Without objection, the motion carried.  
 
Committee Reports:  
 

Christian Education - No written report.  Sunday School for our younger youth has been taking place.  Various 
church members rotate teaching each Sunday.  Pastor Joel has been sitting in during these classes to provide                     
additional support.  The older youth are working through a series of Christian based movies along with discussion 
each week.  The adult bible study will take place once a month at Kindred Place. 
 

Fundraising - No report.  Pastor spoke on behalf of the committee.  Our Easter egg project will take place again this 
year.  In addition to our regular project, the eggs will have a second label inviting community members to a free 
spaghetti dinner to be hosted by the Social Ministry Committee.  
We are looking for more structure with our egg making project.  We are looking for more of a committee to run the 
event.  Pastor will share these thoughts with the Fundraising Committee.  
 

Property - Report attached and made a part of the record.  Andrea provided a summary of the report.  She also 
noted that the loose/missing shingles have been recognized and will be fixed at some point.  
Phoebe Drake has agreed to be our Property Committee chair.  We are looking to have coordinators for the                           
different parts of the property/facility, doing so will help provide structure and divide responsibility.  
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Paxton Street Ministries’ work was reviewed.  Concerns about what is actually being cleaned each week were                                                 
noted.  The council would like to ask Phoebe to review the Paxton Street Ministries contract with the organization  
to make sure it is being followed.  The council also asks that Phoebe gather bids for indoor electrical replacement. 
   

Welcome - No report.  Share the Word/Share the Harvest took place on November 10th.  The Mother’s day banquet 
will be the next event, hosted in May. 
 

Worship and Music - Report attached and made a part of the record.  We have yet to find someone to fill the                
Music Director position.  Hope continues to schedule substitute organists.  
 

Child Protection Policy - Discussed earlier in the meeting.  
 

Social Ministry - No report. The Advent project will begin soon.  The committee would like to hold a dinner for the 
Martial Arts group to share some hospitality.  Lunch bunch is scheduled for 12/7/19.  Christmas caroling will take 
place on 12/13/19 at Kindred Place at 6:30pm. 
 

Stewardship - No report. 
 

Pastor’s Report - Attached and made a part of the record.   
-Family Promise host week will be January 5th-12th.  The Martial Arts group will be made aware of this event.   
-The Mutual Ministries Covenant is ready to be displayed.  Smaller versions will be placed in rooms throughout the 
church with the larger image will be hung in the Narthex or Fellowship Hall.  
-Hanna - Hope Garden will be discussed at the December council meeting.  
-The pictorial directory proof came back with too many errors.  Final copy is still in the works.   
-PushPay is a weekly giving website that reached out to Pastor Joel.  After discussion, it was decided that our                  
congregation would not be interested in this service.    
 
Old Business: 
Approval of Constitution - A motion was made by Pastor Joel to approve the constitution.  The motion was                               
seconded by Andrea.  Without objection, the motion carried.  
 
New Business: 
Property Committee structure was discussed along with the Property Committee report. 
 

Scholarship Update - One last meeting on Nov. 25th.  The plan is to finish the remaining parts of the program at this 
meeting. The plan is to have the entire program ready and sent to Barb in time for the next Council meeting on 
Dec. 11th.  
Brad provided copies of the updated facility use forms and policy. A motion to approve the forms was made by  
Pastor Joel.  The motion was seconded by Jim.  Without objection, the motion carried. 
 

The next council meeting will be held on December 11, 2019 at 6:30pm.  
   
A motion was made by Pastor Joel to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Andrea.  Without                  
objection, the motion carried.  
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Jessica Logan (Secretary) 
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Kathy Baker 1/4 

Deb Flage 1/4 

Ann Wolf 1/4 

Jeanette Logan 1/7 

Marian Tosheff 1/9 

Tiffany Landis 1/14 

Steve Provencher 1/14 

Ruth Ondeck 1/15 

Doris Balas 1/18 

Viola Heberle 1/20 

Jacob Gibson 1/22 

Lisa Kessler 1/27 

Nicholas Sheleman 1/27 

Peter Ingavo 1/28 

Anniya Armstrong 1/31 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
                           1 - New Year’s 

Day 
 
 
 
 

office closed 

2 
 
5 pm - Martial 
Arts Class 
 

 

3 
 
 

 

4 
 

 

5– Christmas 2 
8:30 am - Word &  
                  Sacrament  
9:30 am - Sunday  
                         School  
10:45 am  - Word & 
                Sacrament  
1st Sunday Social 
5:30 pm - HAYI 
Family Promise Host  

6 - Epiphany 
 
6:30 pm - 
Welcome 
Committee  
 
 
 
 
Week →→→→→ 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

→→→→→→→ 

8 
 
1 pm - Bible 
Study 
 
6:30 pm - 
Council 

 

→→→→→→→ 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
→→→→→→→ 

10 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

→→→→→→→ 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
→→→→→→→→→ 

12 - Baptism of Our  
         Lord 
8:30 am - Word &  
                  Sacrament  
9:30 am - Sunday  
                         School  
10:45 am  - Word & 
                Sacrament  
Egg Making Meeting 
Family Promise Host 

13 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week →→→→→ 

14 
 
7 pm - Altar Guild 
 
 
 
 
 
 
→→→→→→→ 

15 
 
7 pm - Worship 
& Music 
 
 
 
 
 
→→→→→→→ 

16 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
→→→→→→→ 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
→→→→→→→ 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 →→→→→→→→→ 

19 - Epiphany 2        
8:30 am - Word &  
                  Sacrament  
9:30 am - Sunday  
                         School  
10:45 am  - Word & 
                Sacrament  
newsletter deadline 

20 - Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 
 
 
 
 
 

office closed 

21 
 
5 pm - Martial 
Arts Class 
 

22 
 
1 pm - Bible 
Study 

23 
 
5 pm - Martial 
Arts Class 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 - Epiphany 3 
 8:30 am - Word &  
                  Sacrament  
9:30 am - Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting 
10:45 am  - Word & 
                Sacrament  

27 
 
 
 
 
 
  

28 
 
5 pm - Martial 
Arts Class 
 

 
 
 

29 30 
 
5 pm - Martial 
Arts Class 
 

31  
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The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of 
Christ, welcomes all people to worship and 
to grow with us as we share His love and 
salvation with our neighbors, our children 
and ourselves. 

Worship                                                             
8:30 am & 10:45 am                                                        

Holy Eucharist is celebrated                                          
every Sunday.                                                             

Sunday School   9:30 am 

 

                                                              

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through  

Friday 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

 


