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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

 First and foremost, I want to express my gratitude to the congregation for the gifts, the cards, for all 
your kindness toward my family and me during the holidays.  Your generosity and blessing is overwhelming.  
We really do feel cherished by the community of Our Saviour.  Thank you.  Again, thank you.  God’s grace be 
upon you for all your goodness. 
 
 So we come to another New Year, 2019!  And as we begin this year, I share the word “Cruciformity” 
with you.  It is word that means “to live one’s life by the cross,” or “to form one’s life by the cross.”  
“Cruciformity” is to live like Christ.   

And, perhaps the best narrative of Christ’s life (which we are to follow) is found in Philippians 2:6-11.  
In short, this passage says, “Christ was equal to God, but Christ did not exploit this.  Instead, Christ emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave.  Thus, Christ became human and was obedient even to the point of death 
on a cross.”  As Christian people, we are to embody this narrative in our own lives. 

First, we are not to look to our own advantage.  So, even though we are freed in Christ, we do not 
exploit this freedom.  Even though we may be abundantly wealthy, or extremely privileged, or excessively 
blessed, we do not lord it over others.  So the first point is that we are to be selfless.   

Second, we are to be other-regarding.  Instead of lording over another, we become a servant.  We do 
not seek our own advantage, but we seek our neighbor’s advantage.  The apostle Paul even talks about seeing 
our neighbor as better than ourselves (Philippians 2:3). 

Third, we are to be self-giving.  Obedience to God (which is another way to speak of “faith”) can be 
translated as giving of ourselves, because Christ was obedient to God even unto death.  Giving of ourselves is 
another way of saying “we are to love our neighbor.”  Faith and love work hand-in-hand.  If we are obedient (if 
we are “faithful”), we will be living out that faith in love toward the neighbor.  And, to be loving toward the 
neighbor is to be self-giving. 

This is “cruciformity.”  This is the apostle Paul’s message to the churches to whom he is writing his 
letters, which we find in the New Testament.  And Paul himself embodied this cruciformity in his own ministry.   

For instance, Paul speaks about not taking advantage of the community at Corinth, even though it is 
his right.  He could have accepted payment from the Corinthians for his ministry with them.  It was his 
prerogative.  However, he chooses to be selfless.  In order to support himself, Paul chooses to work at what 
was considered a lowly job, that is, a tentmaker, so that he wouldn’t burden the Corinthians.  He becomes a 
sort of “slave” for the sake of the Corinthians, giving of himself for the “other,” namely the Corinthians.  And 
again, not only is Paul embodying his message of “cruciformity,” but he mentoring is his churches in how they, 
too, are to live life in a cruciform way.      

I direct you to a wonderful book that explains this idea of “cruciformity” in much greater detail.  The 
book is called Cruciformity: Paul’s Narrative Spirituality of the Cross by Michael Gorman.  Gorman even gives us 
a formula for doing this in our own lives, based from Paul’s method.  The formula is this:  “Even though I am 
entitled to do X, I will do Y, so that Z can be achieved.”  The example of Jesus would be seen as such:  “Even 
though Jesus was in the form of God, he did not exploit his status, but emptied himself and became a slave 
and died on the cross, so that he might save us.”  The example of Paul with respect to the Corinthian church is 
such: “Even though I could have demanded payment, I chose to work as a tentmaker, so as not to burden 
you.” 

How might this play out in our own life?  Consider these questions. What might we feel entitled to do 
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The Lessons for January 2019 

January 6 — Epiphany of Our Lord 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 
January 13 — Baptism of Our Lord 
Isaiah 43:1-7 
Psalm 29 
Acts 8:14-17 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
January 20 — Epiphany 2 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
Psalm 36:5-10 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 
 
January 27 — Epiphany 3 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
Luke 4:14-21 
 

in a given circumstance?  What is our prerogative in a given situation? What then would be the selfless thing to         
do?  How can we seek the advantage of the other, as opposed to our own?  And what is the end result we hope to 
achieve?  What are the X, Y, and Z in any experience we find ourselves?  How can we embody “cruciformity” by 
being selfless, self-giving, and other-regarding?   

I hope this concept proves helpful for you.  I hope you can implement it in your life.  And, I hope that in 
doing so, you will grow deeper in your appreciation of what God has done in Christ Jesus for all his people. 

      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke 
 

Our Next Lunch Bunch                                                                                                                 
The next lunch bunch will take place on 
Saturday, January 12th at noon at the Ol-
ive Garden on Jonestown Road.  There is 
a sign-up sheet on the table in the Nar-
thex.  Please join us! 

 

Congregation Meeting                                                                                                           
Per our ByLaws and Constitution a                         
Congregational Meeting is scheduled for 
January.  The meeting will be held between 
services January 20th, with an inclement 
weather date of January 27th.  A quorum of 30 voting                     
members is needed to conduct this meeting, so please make 
every effort to attend.  

 All Committee Chairs:  please get your annual reports to the 
office no later than Monday, January 14th.  Thank you.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPDMz_S_1McCFcwVPgodGB8J2Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hislambsonline.org%2Fsermon-series-fhlm-listing.php&ei=h-bkVbDtCcyr-AGYvqTIDQ&psig=AFQjCNF7VmO2i4aDu91o2ewJmb
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About Worship 

 Epiphany falls on a Sunday this year.  On January 6, we observe the festival marking the arrival of the wise 
men at Bethlehem.  The wise men are also called Magi (from the Greek root meaning “magic”).  They are                
portrayed as astrologers, since it is a star that leads them to the birth place of Jesus.  Interestingly enough,                  
Numbers 24:17-19 speaks of a star in relation to the coming King.  It reads:  “I see him, but not now; I behold him, 
but not near—a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel…”  Did the Magi know of                   
Numbers 24:17-19, such that they kept their eyes turned toward the skies awaiting a sign of the birth of Jesus? 
 In the ancient times, the sky was “worshipped.”  Astrology sought to predict coming events through                       
observing the courses of the stars and planets.   Isaiah 47:13 laments the fact that Babylon resorts to astrology, 
saying, “You are wearied with your many consultations; let those who study the heavens stand up and save you, 
those who gaze at the stars, and at each new moon predict what shall befall you.”  But, there were even those in 
Israel and Judah who apparently worshipped the stars (Amos 5:26; 2 Kings 21:3-2).  All the more, Psalm 19:1 states 
that “the heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.” 
 On December 13 and 14, 2018, the Geminids meteor shower produced as many as 20 to 100 meteors per 
hour.  The Geminids are said to be among the strongest and most reliable sky shows.  I continue to be amazed that 
our scientists can so accurately predict events in the sky, whether it is a meteor shower, or a solar or lunar eclipse.  
Whereas before, in ancient times, our ancestors used such celestial events to predict historical events, now we 
have become so advanced as to predict when the celestial events will be.  And, for me, such precision in the                       
universe serves to empower my worship of God.  Not that I worship stars or anything like that.  No, but because 
everything is so fine tuned in the universe such that science can make such accurate predictions of celestial events, 
one can appreciate our God all the more, for God has so organized the universe to be so predictable.  The heavens 
really do tell of the glory of God. 
 As we gather for worship on January 6th, we are reminded that the heavens (i.e. the night sky) helped the 
wise men worship God in Jesus Christ.  By a star, they were led to the manger, and there they paid homage to baby 
Jesus.   Thanks be to God for the glorious sky above us that witnesses to God’s greatness. 
 

From Manna Food Pantry                                                                                                         
Dear Friends in Christ,                                                                                                                                                                                          
On behalf of the Manna Food Pantry Board, we want to take the opportunity to thank you for the                                         
gift of $70.00, as we continue to serve the hungry in our area.  We really  appreciate all the support from people 
such as yourself.                                                                                                                                                                                                            
There is a great need out there, and Manna wouldn’t be able to help the number of folks we help each month if it 
weren’t for kind hearted friends like you.                                                                                         
Sincerely, Manna Food Pantry, Penbrook UCC  

     

Praise Him Singers                                                                                                                        
On behalf of the 34 members of our choir and our artistic director, I would like to extend my thanks to your fel-
lowship for allowing the Praise Him Singers the use of your facilities for rehearsals and our Fall Concert.  As a non 
profit organization, your generosity is greatly appreciated.  It allows us through music to partner with you in shar-
ing the good news of help available in a personal relationship with Jesus.                                                                                                 
I trust you will be greatly blessed as we together celebrate the arrival of our Savior to earth this Christmas season.  
Jim Hess, Board Pres.                                                    
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           A Word on Stewardship   
 We are future-oriented people.  We ask questions of each other about the future:  “What are you going 
to do today?”  “What are your plans for the New Year?” “Where are you going on vacation this summer?”                
Sometimes we ask questions about the past like “What did you do today?” and “Where did you go for vacation 
this past summer?”  But for the most part, we really are focused on the future.  
 It makes sense that we are future-oriented people.  The past is already behind us, and the present is              
slipping by so fast that it might as well be in the past, too.  The future is what awaits us, what we plan for, and 
what we long to embrace.  Anticipation of the future is what stirs us.   

But planning for the future demands our attention in the present.  I would even go so far as to argue that 
everything we are doing in the present is somehow geared toward the future.  For instance, nurturing our                
friendships and family relationships today serves to keep them strong in the future.  Working at our jobs today 
serves to provide for our retirement tomorrow.  Even tending to our faith lives now will carry over to the heaven 
that awaits. 

When we think of prayer, we can’t as well help but think of the future.  We pray for persons who are ill, 
so that they can get well and enjoy the future.  We pray that our world would improve, for the future generations 
to enjoy.   

I recently came across an interesting question about prayer as it relates to a once and come future.  The 
question is this:  “How have the prayers of the saints being fulfilled in us as members of the body of Christ?”  
Now, there is a lot to unpack in that question.  First, there is the recognition that the saints of the past have 
prayed for us who were their future.  Second, that future perspective of the saints of old is the present in which 
we live.  And third, the comparison is to be made between what the saints of old experienced and what we are 
experiencing today.  In other words, is the world a better place now then it was in the past?  Is the church              
stronger, more faithful today than it was in the past?  Is God’s kingdom closer to reality today than it was in the 
past?  In short, how have the prayers of the saints been answered? 

To me, the prayers of the saints are prayers of stewardship.  It seems that if nothing else one would hope 
that we would be doing better now than in the past on these grounds (better world, stronger church, kingdom 
closer, etc.).  Why?  Because we have the past to look back upon and to learn from. 

There is no doubt that we as a human race are more advanced technologically today than we were in the 
past.  We have better health care.  We have greater creature comforts.  We can get from here to there in a                
fraction of the time.  But is our world really any better off?  Is the human family really any better off? 

The prayers of the saints remind us to take stock of where we are and where we want to go.  The prayers 
of the saints make us pause and evaluate our present situation.  The prayers of the saints are a barometer amidst 
the changes that occur through the history of time.  In my opinion, we have a ways to go between where we are 
and what the prayers of the saints envision.  In meantime, we add our prayers to theirs, hoping God’s future 
would come to be a reality, and that a new creation would dawn from on high.        

It’s Time To Think About Easter Eggs!                                                                                                                                            
We begin making eggs Wednesday, February 6, 2019.  The forms to sign-up for our ‘Sweet                                              
Teams’ are on the table in the Narthex.  There will be five ‘Sweet Teams’ with 10-12 persons                                            
needed per team.  The teams make eggs Sunday after the 2nd service, Monday mornings,                                            
Wednesday mornings and evenings and Saturday mornings.  So come and join our ’Sweet Teams’                                                 
and help make our Easter Egg project for 2019 a rousing success.  Again this year, we will be providing written 
information about our program to anyone interested in selling eggs.  As much as we need help in making the 
eggs we also need help in selling the eggs!  Last year our profit was down because of leftover eggs that weren't 
sold so please help selling also.  Thank you, Julie Drake, Chair Bunny. 
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      Dear Padre,                                                                                                                                                                    
      Each year, the third Monday in January is a federal holiday, in which the country remembers 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  Does the church commemorate Martin Luther King, Jr.? 

Signed, “Inspired by King” 
 

Dear “Inspired by King,”   
The church does indeed commemorate Martin Luther King, Jr., on January 15th, which is the 

birthday of King.  I find it interesting that on January 25th, the church also remembers the conversion 
of the apostle Paul.  In this same month of January, we celebrate two men who are monuments in world history, 
for these two men shaped their times in unprecedented ways. 

Paul was instrumental in opening the minds of people in the ancient world, so that many might come to 
believe in Jesus Christ and thus would come to know the freedom in being a child of God.  King was instrumental in 
opening the minds of people so that many might come to believe in civil rights and believe the freedom associated 
with equality.  Both men composed writings that influenced countless numbers.  Both men were imprisoned for 
their beliefs.  Both men gave their lives for their individual causes.  Both men are saints in the eyes of the church.  
And both men continue to impact the world today. 

So, for me, it is interesting that January ties these important historical figures together.  Our human race 
has been immeasurably blessed by the likes of Paul and King.  We give thanks to God for their witness.  We give 
thanks to God for the Spirit of Christ that has empowered both of their lives. 

 

Thanks for your question. 
Signed, Padre 
  

 

 

Pastor Kathy Baker 1/4 

Deb Flage 1/4 

Ann Wolf 1/4 

Jeanette Logan 1/7 

Marian Tosheff 1/9 

Tiffany Landis 1/14 

Steve Provencher 1/14 

Ruth Ondeck 1/15 

Doris Balas 1/18 

Viola Heberle 1/20 

Jacob Gibson 1/22 

Lisa Kessler 1/27 

Nicholas Sheleman 1/27 

Peter Ingavo 1/28 

Thank You                                                                                     
We would like to thank you all for the generous gifts & holiday                                  
greeting cards.  Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated                                      
this holiday season.  Pastor Joel, Margaret, Dave, Alta & Barb 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,                                                                                          
Thank you very much for your Christmas gift.  Abraham and I especially                 
welcome it at this time when we have had a number of unexpected                        
expenses.  

I enjoy working for and worshiping with the congregation at Our Saviour.  
The enthusiastic volunteers in the music program, always rising to the                   
challenges in the music we offer to our Lord, make rehearsing a time of 
laughter and delight.  The choir - such a talented group - has exceled in                
singing music written for much larger groups, not a choir of five.  Still, how 
lovely it would be to have more voices to enhance our gifts to the Lord!  The 
chimers continue to develop their considerable skills; few people hearing 
them would guess that the majority of our chimers do not read music and 
that they have been playing together for less than three years.  

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to work with these wonderful               
people and for your generosity to me and my family.  I look forward to                 
another year of working at Our Saviour. 

 Peace, Margaret Quintanar, Music Director 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 
 
 
 

 
 
 

office closed 

2 
 
7 pm - Choir  
 
 
               
    

3 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
3-6 pm  - private event 
 
 
 
 
 

6 - Epiphany 
8:30 am - Word & 
                  Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 
1st Sunday Social 
 

7 
 
6:30 pm - 
Welcome 
Committee 
 
7 pm - Worship & 
Music 
 

8 
 
1 pm - Bible Study 
 
7 pm - Altar Guild 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
6:30 pm - Council  
Choir  

10 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

12 
 
12 noon - Lunch Bunch 
@Olive Garden 
 
 

 
 
 

13 - Baptism of Our 
Lord 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word & 
Sacrament 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
7 pm - Choir  
 
 

 

17 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 

 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 

 

20 - Epiphany 2 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
9:30 am - Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
newsletter deadline 

21 - MLK Birthday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

office closed 
 

22  
 
1 pm - Bible Study 

 
 

23 
 
7 pm - Choir 
 
 
 
 

 

24 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 

25 26 

27 - Epiphany 3 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word & 
Sacrament 
 

28  
 

29 30 31   
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship                                                             
8:30 am & 10:45 am                                                        

Holy Eucharist is celebrated                                          
every Sunday.                                                             

Sunday School   9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


