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Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 This month we celebrate Easter.  The high holy day of the church falls on April 21st.  And when we 
think of Easter we no doubt think about an empty tomb and grave clothes laid aside.  When we think of Easter 
we no doubt think about resurrection and new life.  But could Easter also be thought of as maturing into what 
we are supposed to be?  This also is new life. 
 Do you remember, for instance, when you “grew up”?  Do you remember the moment in your life 
when you quite literally matured, when you sort of stepped into new life?  I do.  This transformative event 
took place when I was 24 years old and was still in seminary.  My peers and I were participating in the 
interview process for internship.  The third year of seminary consists of a year-long internship with a church.  
And so, during the interview process for internship, internship committees (consisting of the supervising pastor 
and lay members) from several church sites came to the seminary to meet with us seminarians.  We 
interviewed with a handful of committees and then the “draft” would take place; we would be told where we 
would be going for internship. 
 Well, it so happened that during my interview with one particular site, I got talking about a recent trip  
I had made to Slovakia.  It was a rather harrowing 5-month stay, during which I was studying and teaching.        
I had had trouble with my visa, so I was crossing the border every 30 days to renew my passport.  At times I 
was quite literally walking a mile to cross over the border, only to turn right around and re-enter the country.  
I’m amazed the border authorities didn’t detain me.  I also had had trouble with the language on many 
occasions.  It just wasn’t an easy stay.  Slovakia and the Czech Republics had only a few years before gone their 
separate ways, and Slovakia was still trying to figure out how to be its own country.  So, I had shared that 
experience abroad with this one particular internship committee during the interview.  And, then later while 
we were still in the interview, they asked me one final question, “So, do you feel as a person you are able to 
take risks?”  To which I responded, “Well, I went to Slovakia, didn’t I?”  And the committee broke out in 
laughter. 
 And I realized that here I was a young man of 24 years of age, and I had connected with these very 
esteemed, adult individuals.  In that moment, I felt that I had grown leaps and bounds.  It was the maturing, 
transformative moment in my life.  It was the moment I stepped into new life. 
 Now, I have had other times in my life where a similar experience has happened.  I have had other 
“Easter” moments.  I have experienced other transformations.  But the one I described above has stuck with 
me. 
 I share that experience for the purpose of helping us see that the power of Easter is at work in our 
lives even now.  We speak of death and resurrection, and it is as though it is something that happens when we 
die and are raised on that great and glorious day of our Lord’s return.  Yes, but there is more to it than that.  
We step into new life, or maybe it is better said that God’s raises us up, whenever our personhood is elevated, 
whenever our self-esteem is bolstered, whenever we see how we are maturing into what we are supposed to 
be.  We leave a former, immature self behind, and we embrace a new existence.  It is like the caterpillar that 
leaves the chrysalis behind, and now spreads its wings, taking flight as a butterfly. 
 So, Easter is celebrated this month.  We will hold services at 7:00am and 10:45am on April 21st.  But, in 
truth, Easter happens all the time.  May you then come to appreciate the power of Easter at work in your life, 
such that you proclaim, “Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed!” 
 
    In Christ,  Pastor Joel Petruschke           
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net.  Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for April 2019 

April 7 — Lent 5 
Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 
 
April 14 — Palm Sunday 
Luke 19:28-40 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Luke 22:14 - 23:56   
 
April 18 — Maundy Thursday 
Exodus 12:1-14 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
April 19 — Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12 
Psalm 22 
Hebrews 10:16-25 
John 18:1 - 19:42 
 
April 21 — Easter Sunday 
Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
Luke 24:1-12 
 
April 28 — Easter 2 
Acts 5:27-32 
Psalm 118:14-29 
Revelations 1:4-8 
John 20:19-31 

Join Us For Our Holy Week and    
Easter Sunday Worships! 

 

Palm Sunday Worship   8:30 am and                                      
10:45 am 

 

Maundy Thursday Worship   7:00 pm                                                                                                                                                  
Good Friday Tenebrae Service   7:00 pm                                                                                                                          
Easter Vigil @Good Shepherd, Saturday,                                                        

April 20th 7:30 pm      

 

Easter Sunday Worship   7:00 am and                                                   
10:45 am                                                                                                                                                                                           
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About Worship 

 Earth Day is an annual event celebrated worldwide.  On that day, various events are held to demonstrate 
support for environmental protection.  First celebrated in 1970, Earth Day now includes events in more than 193 
countries.  Each year Earth Day falls on April 22nd.  This year April 22nd is the Monday after Easter.  And it is                         
appropriate that it should fall on that day, because Easter is not only about the salvation of the human family, but 
it is also about the redemption of all of creation.   

Might Earth Day then lift up the idea of God’s care for all creation?  Yes, it should, but Earth Day is not a 
religious holy day.  And, furthermore, Earth Day is not so much focused on God’s care of creation, as it is focused 
on humanity’s care of the earth.  Nonetheless, we can see God’s care of creation in and through the care humanity 
shows toward the earth. 

As Christian people, how do we understand God’s relationship to the earth?  God is NOT identical with   
creation, such that all-things compose an all-encompassing, immanent god.  That theology is call pantheism, and 
again it is not what we as Christians subscribe to.  But nor do we see God as completely aloof and distant from               
creation, as completely set apart from creation.  That theology is called deism.  As Christians, we believe that even 
though creation is not God, God still intervenes within creation, most specifically having been made incarnate in 
his Son Jesus Christ.   

Probably the best understanding of God in relationship to creation then is something called panentheism.  
Panentheism is the belief that creation is contained within the being of God, something like a fetus contained in 
the womb of a mother.  Thus, God is not creation, much in the same way a fetus is distinct from the mother. But, 
God is not wholly set apart from creation either, much in the same way a fetus and the mother are connected.  
God is larger than creation, such that creation does not exhaust God’s being or creativity.     

Easter is about the beginning of a new creation.  God is giving birth to a new reality in the world through 
the death and resurrection of his Son.  So for all the effort in support of environmental protection that takes places 
on Earth Day (and don’t get me wrong, we need to do this), as people of faith we rejoice that God is redeeming the 
world of the brokenness of sin.  Humans can only do so much to protect the environment; only God can save the 
Earth.  And, He does in Christ Jesus. 

 

Egg Orders Are Due!                                                                                                                                                                
Keeping in mind that Easter will be fast approaching, please get your egg orders in so that we                                         
can plan our production. The last day to submit orders will be Sunday, April 7th!  After all orders                                            
are filled any extra eggs will be available for sale.  Thank you! 

                                                                                                                                      

In-Betweeners                                                                                                                        
The In-Betweeners will be going to see “Jesus” at the Sight & Sound Theatre in Lancaster, PA on Saturday,                    
September 28th.  We will have dinner prior to the show at Huckleberry’s Restaurant, also in Lancaster.  See the 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex for more information.  Please contact Dan or Anneke in person or 
call 717-652-8367 with any questions. 
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           A Word on Stewardship   
 So the question is, “Would you recommend it to someone else?”  The “IT” might refer to a restaurant that 
you have patronized.  The “IT” might refer to a movie we have seen.  The “IT” might refer to a vacation spot we 
have visited.  The “IT” could refer to most anything.  And, again, the question is whether that “something” is                      
deserving of our recommendation, whether it deserving of our stamp of approval, whether it is deserving of our              
endorsement.  A personal recommendation goes a long way to persuading another person. 
 Maybe we say of a restaurant, “The food was good and the price was reasonable, but the service was  
awful.”  Maybe we say of a movie, “The special effects were amazing, but the plot was confusing.”  And maybe 
we say of a vacation spot, “It is really a great area with lots to do, but the drive to get there was too long.”   
 So, would you recommend Our Saviour Lutheran Church to someone else?  What good things might we 
say about our church community?  Would we say it is a community of warm, friendly people?  Would we say that 
we grow in our faith as members of the church?  Would we say that we have learned about God?  Would we say 
that we feel the presence of the Spirit when we come here?  Would we say that we are the better for having been 
members of Our Saviour?  Yes, no, maybe. 
 What aspects within the community could we improve upon?  What might you be frank with another 
about our church?  And how could we then seek to make one’s experience of Our Saviour better? 
 The personal recommendation is everything.  The hope is that we, as members of Our Saviour, could give 
a glowing endorsement of our community of faith.  And, if not, we really do have to question ourselves as to why, 
and what we are going to do about it.   

We are the stewards of the message that others hear about our church.  We are the ones responsible for 
how we present our church to our friends, family, and neighbors.  The message, like an advertisement, should 
speak of all the blessings that come from being associated with Our Saviour.  We really do sell our community by 
what we say, by whether we can make that glowing recommendation to another.    
 

Synod Assembly Voting Members Needed                                                                                 
We are in need of two voting members, preferably one male & one female, to go to the Synod                                              
Assembly held at Messiah College June 6-8, 2019.  If you are interested please see Pastor Joel.  

 

Lenten Collection for 2019                                                                                                           
The Social Ministry Committee is sponsoring a Lenten Collection for 2019.  This year we are asking members to 
donate an item each week for the "Humane Society Of Harrisburg Area".  The Humane Society 
is a non-profit  organization and does not receive municipal funds but relies solely on donations.  
Items for collection –  

Week Five - 4/7/2019 - Ziploc sandwich baggies   

Week six - 4/14/2019 - cat or dog toys 

A display is set up in the Narthex.  The display will list items needed and samples will be 
displayed.  Items will also be listed in the bulletin during Lent.  Thank you to the             
congregation who we know will be generously helping with our collection. 
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      Dear Padre,   
           On February 17th, the gospel reading (Luke 13:31-35) spoke of Jesus as a hen who 

desires to gather her brood under her wings.  On one of the stained glass windows in the sanctuary, 
there is a bird with outstretched wings.  The young are collected under the wings.  But the bird 
doesn’t look like a hen.  It has an elongated neck and beak.  It looks more like a swan or goose.  Why 
is the hen depicted so strangely in that window? 

 
Signed “Bird Watcher,” 
 
Dear Bird Watcher, 
 
During the sermon at the early service on February 17th, I made reference to this stain glass window.  I 

actually must apologize, because I misspoke at that time.  The bird in that window is in all likelihood not a hen; it is 
therefore not depicting the image described in Luke 13.  It was brought to my attention that that bird is probably a 
pelican.   

The pelican is frequently depicted in medieval iconography to represent Jesus Christ.  The pelican’s young 
are said to strike at their parents as they grow.  The parents respond in kind, killing their young.  Three days later, 
however, the mother pelican pierces her breast to pour her blood over her young restoring them to life.  And so, 
we can see how the sacrifice of the pelican has come to be associated with our Lord. 

If one observes the stain glass window in our church carefully, one notices that the beak of the mother bird 
is situated on her breast.  No doubt this is capturing the sacrificial act of the mother pelican. 

Thanks for your question.  Again, my apologies for “fowling” that up during the sermon. 
 
Signed, Padre  

 
                        

  

 

Spiritual Stitches Ministry Meetings to begin for 2019                                                                                         

The first meeting of the year for the Spiritual Stitches Ministry will be Tuesday, April 23 (always the fourth                  
Tuesday of the month), beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the church.  You need not know how to knit or crochet to                    
participate; nor must you be a member of the church.  We will teach you – young and not-so-young!  Prayer 
Shawls, as well as other items such as chemo caps and lap afghans for those in wheelchairs, are available on the 
wall display in the Narthex by the Sanctuary door.  Also, in a basket by this display, are mini-shawls for                                     
encouragement and support.   Help yourself. 

   Andrea Faber, Spiritual Stitches Ministry Coordinator 
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Madalynn Brittelli 4/5 

Lori Provencher 4/5 

Ashley Brittelli 4/6 

Isabella Kessler 4/7 

Hope Bowling 4/9 

David Shadel 4/10 

Barbara Ecklund 4/13 

Kevin Ecklund 4/14 

George Sheleman 4/14 

Toby Drake 4/15 

Lauren Trea 4/15 

Robert McIntyre 4/19 

Dan Fleming 4/21 

Herbert Logan 4/25 

Mary Petruschke 4/26 

Randy Brittelli 4/24 
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Let’s think about camp!                                                                                                                                                                   
We have received the new camping corp. brochures for the upcoming 2019 summer                                                                      

programs.  They are on the table in the Narthex.  Camping is not just for children.                                                                            

They offer family camp & elders camp.  Pick one up & check out all that is being                                                                          

offered this year!   

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour  
Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 

 
Please Note:  Council Minutes cannot be included in the newsletter until after Council has approved them.  Because 
of this the  minutes will always be 1 month late.  Example:  the March  council minutes will be approved at the April 

meeting & will then appear in the May newsletter. 

 

 
 

   

Lenten “Souper” Suppers/Evening Prayer are be held Wednesday 
evenings (April 3rd & 10th) during Lent starting at 6:30 P.M. in the St. Peter and St. Paul 
rooms of Good Shepherd followed by an evening prayer service in the chapel at 7:30 P.M.  
During this season of self-denial, prayer, and penance, plan to make this Wednesday                        
evening event a part of your Lenten journey.  Join with members and friends of Good       
Shepherd and Our Saviour as we gather at 6:30 P.M. for a simple meal of delicious                 
homemade soups and breads followed by evening prayer.  As we are responsible for the 
soup on April 3rd, there is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for those who would like to help 
supply the soup. 

Also, so that Good Shepherd has an approximate count of how many to prepare for we are asking that you put 
your name down on the weekly sign-up sheet if you plan to attend. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
        
 
 
 
 

1 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
6:00 pm - 
Welcome 
Committee 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 

 

3 
 
2 pm - Egg Making  
6:30 pm - Soup 
Meal @Good 
Shepherd 
7:30 pm - Evening 
Prayer follows 
7 pm - Choir  

4 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

6 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
 
 

 
 
 
 

7 - Lent 5 
8:30 am - Word &  
                  Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                      Sacrament 
1st Sunday Social 
Egg Making  

8 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
9:00 am - Bible 
Study 
6:30 pm - Council 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
2 pm - Egg Making 
7 pm - Choir  
 

 

11 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 

 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

13 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
 
 
 

 

14 – Palm Sunday 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
9:30 am -  Sunday  
                   School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
 

 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm - Scholarship 
Fund  

16 
 

 
 

17 
 
7 pm - Choir  
 
 
 
 

 

18 
 
 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
7 pm - Worship 

19 - Good Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm - Worship 

20 
 
 

21 - Resurrection of 
Our Lord 

7:00 am -  Word                       
& Sacrament 

Easter Sunday  
Brunch 

10:45 am  - Word                      
& Sacrament 

newsletter  
deadline 

22 
 
 

23 
 
6 pm - Spiritual 
Stitches 
7 pm - Altar Guild 

24 
 
7 pm - Choir  
 
 

25 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 

26 27 
 
 

28 - Easter 2 
8:30 am - Word &  
                  Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                      Sacrament 
Special Recognition for  
the Shadels 

29 30     
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The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship                                                             
8:30 am & 10:45 am                                                        

Holy Eucharist is celebrated                                          
every Sunday.                                                             

Sunday School   9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


