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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 This year Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent, falls on February 14th, Valentine’s Day.  
Valentine’s Day is a day filled with hearts.  People give heart-shaped greeting cards to loved ones.  Many 
display hearts as decorations.   
 Ash Wednesday is also a day which focuses on the heart.  Indeed, the readings for the service include a 
passage from the prophet Joel, in which the prophet writes, “Return to me with all your heart;” a reading of 
Psalm 51, in which the psalmist writes, “Create in me a clean heart, O God;” and a gospel text from Matthew 6, 
in which Matthew writes, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  We speak of hearts on Ash 
Wednesday but for different reasons than Valentine’s Day.  On Ash Wednesday, we examine our hearts to 
discern our faithfulness to God. 
 It is interesting that our hearts are seen as the seat of our emotions and of our devotion, when a heart 
is simply a muscle that pumps the blood throughout our body.  The heart cannot think.  It does not have 
feelings.  No, in truth, the brain is the source of thoughts and feelings.  But, it may be that the heart has come 
to be associated with love and faithfulness, because our hearts beat faster when we are overtaken by strong 
thoughts and emotions.   
 With all this said, theologians speak of two attitudes of the heart.  That is, a person’s heart exists in 
one of two states.  It is either curved in on itself, or curved outward towards God and others.  The Latin for 
these states is Incurvatus in Se (curved in on itself) or Excurvatus ex Se (curved outward toward God and 
others).  Obviously, the preferred state is that in which the heart is curved outward toward God and others.  In 
Romans 7:15, 7:18-19, the apostle Paul wrote of the condition where a heart is turned in on itself.  The word 
“I” appears numerously throughout these verses, emphasizing the sinful focus of self.  In his Lectures on 
Romans, Martin Luther expounds upon the words of Paul.  Luther says that our nature is so corrupt that we 
bend the best gifts of God towards ourselves, such that we seek all things, even God, for our own sake. 
 And so, we are given the gift of Lent to help us break out of this “self-centered, Incurvatus in Se” state.  
Our renewed focus on prayer in Lent, our Lenten discipline of fasting, and the Lenten call to give alms (that is, 
to be generous), all serve the purpose of turning us away from ourselves and towards God and others.  This is 
what our Lenten journey should be about, getting our hearts to be in a right attitude, to position them away 
from our self.  
 Indeed, let us be reminded of what St. Augustine had to say in his work entitled Confessions.  He said, 
“Our hearts are restless, until they rest in you.”  In short, we might say that our hearts are not our own, which 
is why we feel the need to give them to someone around the time of Valentine’s Day.  But, more so, we need 
to recognize that our hearts belong to God, and in offering them to God and to God’s people, we find the 
surest remedy to a self-absorbed and lonely existence.  
 
      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke    
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for February 2018 

February 4 — Epiphany 5 
Isaiah 40:21-31 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 
 
February 11 — Transfiguration of Our Lord 
2 Kings 2:1-12 
Psalm 50:1-6 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Mark 9:2-9 
 
February  14 — Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 51:1-17 
2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10  
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 
February 18 — Lent 1 
Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Peter 3:18-22 
Mark 1:9-15 
 
February 25 — Lent 2 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22:23-31 
Romans 4:13-25 
Mark 8:31-38 
 
 
 

                                               

Ash Wednesday                                                          
February 14th                                                                   

Worship  7:00 pm                                                   
here at Our Saviour  

 

           Joint Lenten Study                                                                                   
sponsored by Our Saviour, Good Shepherd and Zion.                          
Join us on Wednesday evenings in Lent at Good Shepherd 
with a dinner at 6:30 pm followed by a Holden Evening                       
Prayer service starting at 7:30 pm.  Everyone is invited.  
Please join us.  If you can’t make it to the dinner you join us 
for the prayer service.   
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About Worship 

 We have a new addition in worship.  It is a harpsichord.  The harpsichord is keyboard instrument, 
like the piano and organ.  However, the harpsichord does not produce its sound by forcing air through pipes like an 
organ (although our organ is electronic), nor does the harpsichord produce its sound by using hammers to strike 
strings like a piano.  No, the harpsichord produces its sound by having its strings plucked by small quills called             
plectra.  In this way, it is similar to how a harp is plucked.   The player of a harpsichord presses one or more keys on 
the keyboard, and a mechanism then within the keyboard plucks the keys. 

 Harpsichords were invented in the Middle Ages.  The earliest known reference to a harpsichord  
dates from 1397.  They were widely used in Renaissance and Baroque music.  During the 18th century, the                  
harpsichord gradually disappeared from the musical scene, because of the invention of the piano.  The piano             
allowed for greater dynamics when played.  One could play a note softer or louder on a piano, whereas with the 
harpsichord the note was always plucked the same way. 

 Interestingly enough, the harpsichord was used in a jazz-type style during the Baroque period.  
During that time, there was a form of musical accompaniment called basso continuo, which means “continuous 
bass.”  This bass line typically played by a harpsichord and another bass instrument like a cello.  The performer on 
the harpsichord was given just chords in the bass line, from which they would improvise.  This type of                             
improvisation is very similar to our modern day jazz.     

 Please note, the harpsichord is Margaret’s personal instrument.  With that said, please be mindful 
and respectful, so as not to touch the instrument, especially the inner mechanisms that are exposed when the lid is 
opened. The strings go out of tune easily, and the plectra are fragile.  If you have questions about the instrument, 
Margaret would be happy to answer them for you.  We are blessed to have this new addition to enhance our               
worship experience.  

 
 

A Simple Request                                                                                                                                                                        
Donations for 1st Sunday Socials are always appreciated. (Maybe you have a new recipe you are excited to try).  If 
anyone from the congregation would like to bring an item & you have questions about what or how much to bring 
please see any member of the Welcome Committee.  Thank you. 

 

Support for the Manna Food Pantry.                                                                                                                         
Thank you to everyone who brings in donations for the Manna Food Pantry.  When I took the                                                       
donations a week ago, I was asking about the items that they accept.  The food pantry can buy                                                      
food for approximately 69¢ per pound.  I am not trying to discourage anyone from bringing in                                                 
donations, however, a monetary donation to the food pantry would yield more than donating                                                      
food.  You can write a check to Our Saviour and put it in an envelope designating it as a donation                                                      
for the Manna Food Pantry.  Remember to include your name and envelope number to receive credit for your                       
donation.  Thank you, John Zimmerman. 

 



Good News Page 4 

           A Word on Stewardship   
    In the Bible, the story of Ruth is a story about khesed, which is a Hebrew word often translated as “deal 

kindly.”  But the word means more than that.  It means “demonstrating loving-kindness far beyond what the law 
requires, beyond anything the recipient expects or deserves to receive.”  

  In the story of Ruth, a woman named Naomi suffers the death of her husband and two sons.  She is left 
without any male protectorate.  And, she tells her two daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth, to leave her,                  
because she has no more sons to offer them.  In essence, she is telling them that they need to think of                           
themselves, as they are still young and will be able to find husbands, whereas there is little hope for her.  But, 
Ruth will not be turned away.  She stays by the side of Naomi for the rest of her life.  She stays by her even 
though there is no law requiring her to do so.  Ruth is the quintessential example of khesed.  And, because of 
Ruth’s example of khesed, she redeems Naomi from bitterness and despair. 

What is required of us?  What is expected of us?  As an employee, could we not do more than what our 
job requires of us?  As a neighbor in our community, could we not exceed what our neighbors might expect from 
us, if they expect anything at all?  As a parent or grandparent, could we not go beyond what our  children or 
grandchildren might desire from us?  We probably give our children everything they need for their physical                
well-being, but maybe more time with them is what is called for.  And, as a child, could we not in return go                       
beyond what is asked of us by our parents?  And, even in our Christian lives, could we not offer even more of                       
ourselves than the bare minimum—Sunday morning worship and prayer at meal times? 

In the Bible, khesed is frequently used to describe God’s unmerited grace and mercy.  And so, khesed is a 
divine virtue.  In short, if we embody the concept of khesed, then we are living like God.  Go beyond, go above, 
exceed what the world expects or deserves. Do khesed, and as Ruth redeemed Naomi, may we come to see how 
we aid in the redemption of others.   
 

 

Christian Education News 
We have three Sunday school classes:  one for kids in grades 1-7, one for youth in grades 8-12, 
and one for adults.  Material is available for younger children. For more information, please              
contact Robin Ames at 717-230-8441 or rea413@verizon.net.                                                                         

HAYI Upcoming Event                                                                                                                                                                
The next Harrisburg Area Youth Initiative event will be held on Sunday, February 11th at Messiah Lutheran Church 
located at 901 N. 6th St. in Harrisburg from 6-8 pm.  Come & see what it is all about if you haven’t been before! 

 

Family Promise Event                                                                                                                                                                       
The Strike Out Homelessness Bowling fundraiser will be held on Saturday, February 24th from                                  
1-3 pm at Trindle Bowl located at 4695 E. Trindle Road in Mechanicsburg.  There will also be a 
silent auction.  Each bowler pays $10 – this includes two hours of bowling, shoe rental, one 
small soda and one slice of pizza.  Come join the fun and help families move from 
“homelessness to home!”                                  

 

         

mailto:rea413@verizon.net


Good News Page 5 

      Dear Padre, 

 There is a stain glass in our sanctuary in which a bird with wings spread is in a nest with her 
young.  Someone mentioned to me that this is a depiction of a pelican, which was used to symbolize 
Christ.  Can you tell me about this symbolism? 
 
Signed, Bird Brain 
 
Dear “Bird Brain,” 
 
The symbolism of the mother pelican feeding her little baby pelicans is rooted in an ancient legend which preceded 
Christianity.  The legend was that in time of famine, the mother pelican wounded herself, striking her breast with 
her beak to feed her young with her blood to prevent starvation.  Another version of the legend was that the 
mother fed her dying young with her blood to revive them from death, but in turn lost her own life. 
 
Given this tradition, one can easily see why the early Christians adapted the pelican to symbolize our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Our God in his Son Jesus Christ allowed himself to be wounded on the cross for the sake of God’s human 
creatures.  The blood of our Savior revives us from death, even at the cost of his own life. 
 
Do pelicans actually wound themselves to feed their young?  No.  The legend probably emerged because the 
pelican has a red tipped beak.  And it is typical for long-beaked birds such as the pelican to be found standing with 
their beaks resting on their breasts.  In addition, the Dalmatian pelican’s pouch turns red during breeding season. 
 
Thanks for your question. 
 
Signed, Padre 
 
 
 

Dealing with Grief                                                                                                                          
Our Saviour will be hosting “Growing through Grief” a six-session grief recovery seminar and support group being 
led by a hospice bereavement counselor and licensed professional counselor.  The group will meet on the second 
and fourth Monday afternoons from 1:30-3 pm.  Please share this among anyone you know who may benefit from 
this seminar.  This is a free seminar.  Pre-registration is requested by phoning Grane Hospice at 717-763-4001,                   
ext. 10446.  Dates & topics for the seminars are:                                                                                                                                 
Monday, February 12, 2018  –  “A Jagged and Jumbled Journey”                                                                                 
Monday, February 26, 2018  –  “No U-Turns on this Rugged Road”                                                                            
Monday, March 12, 2018  –  “Healing Heartaches Along the Way”                                                                                           
Monday, March 26, 2018  –  “Patching Potholes on Rough Roads”                                                                                                
Monday, April 9, 2018  –  “Observing Old Historical Markers”                                                                                                           
Monday, April 23, 2018  –  “Beginning New Journeys Ahead” 
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We Are Making Easter Eggs!                                                                                                                                          
We have begun making eggs!  The forms to sign-up for our ‘Sweet Teams’ are on the table in                                                    
the Narthex.  There will be five ‘Sweet Teams’ with 10-12 persons needed per team.  The                                                      
teams make eggs Sunday after the 2nd service, Monday mornings, Wednesday mornings and                                             
evenings and Saturday mornings.  So come and join our ‘Sweet Teams’ and help make our                                                      
Easter Egg project for 2018 a rousing success.  Again this year, we will be providing written                                                                                 
information about our program to anyone interested in selling eggs.  Our goal is to exceed the 23,000 eggs we 
made in 2017.  Thank you, Julie Drake, Chair Bunny. 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring                                                                                                                                                        
The youth are again sponsoring a “Souper Bowl of Caring” on Sunday, February 4, 2018                           
immediately following our second worship service.  Soup, bread, dessert, and drinks will be      
provided.  A free-will offering will be collected.  All proceeds will benefit the Manna Food                         
Pantry.  Thank you for your support.    

 

Lenten Collection for 2018 
The Social Ministry Committee and The Youth Group will be sponsoring a Lenten collection for 
2018.  This year we are asking members to donate an item each week for "Caitlin Smiles".   This 
organization was started by Cheryl Hornung in 2003 in memory of her daughter, Caitlin, who 
died from cancer at age seven.  The organization encourages children with serious health                         
challenges to use their talent with arts and craft activities.  These activities encourage smiles on 
the children's faces.  Items are delivered to 73 hospitals and clinics in Pennsylvania, 8 other 
states and the District of Columbia.  A display will be set up in the Narthex in February.  The display will list items 
needed and samples will be displayed.  Items will also be listed in the bulletin during Lent.  Thank you to the                     
congregation who we will know will be generously helping us with our collection. 

 

A Thank you from Margaret                                                                                                                               
Thank you, first, for your prayers and cards during my recuperation from surgery.  Knowing that                                                     
I was in your thoughts and prayers was a great comfort to me.  Thank you, also, for your very                                                     
generous Christmas gift.  I hope that my full recovery may be swift so that I can continue to serve                                              
God through serving the congregation at Our Saviour with the highest standard of music I am able                                        
to provide – with, of course, the help of the dedicated volunteers in the church choirs.  I truly am thankful for you 
all.  Yours in Christ, Margaret Quintanar                                
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 OUR SAVIOUR   

 FINANCIAL REPORT  

 December 31. 2017  

    

ENVELOPES AND PLATE $188,471.17   

FUND RAISING $34,907.52   

FELLOWSHIP HALL RENTAL $1,410.00   

    TOTAL INCOME $224,788.69   

    

EXPENSE  $219,542.91   

    

SURPLUS  $5,245.78   

    

MORTGAGE BALANCE $17,047.97   

    

       PNC ACCOUNTS:   

    

    

CURRENT FUND $36,923.54  

MEMORIAL FUND $40,288.39  

    

    

       THRIVENT ACCOUNTS   

    

    

REGULAR MUTUALS $96,966.45  

SCHOLARSHIP MUTUALS $114,002.00  

    

    

       SANTANDER ACCOUNT   

    

    

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION $5,119.39  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
………………………………….
. 

  
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
8 am - Egg Making 

 
 
 

4 - Epiphany 5 
8:30 am - Word &    
                  Sacrament    
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School       
10:45 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 
“Souper Bowl of 
Caring” following 2nd 

worship 
Egg Making 

5 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tracy Gervasio 
 

6 
 
6 pm - Welcome 
Committee 
 
 
 
 

 
Kendra Gotshall 

Krista Koropchak 

7 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
4 pm - Egg Making 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 

 
 
 

 

8 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

Merlin Beachell 
David Mink 

9 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pamela Cribari 

10 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jonah Petruschke 

11  - Transfiguration 
8:30 am - Word & 
                  Sacrament 
 9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School       
10:45 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 
Egg Making 
6-8 pm - HAYI 
@Messiah Lutheran 

Renee Gibson 

12 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
 
1:30-3 pm - Grief 
Seminar 
 

 
 

 
 

13 
 
7 pm - Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Balas 

14 - Ash 
Wednesday 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
4 pm - Egg Making 
7 pm - Worship   

15 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 
 

 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

18 - Lent 1 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday   
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                      Sacrament 
Egg Making 
Newsletter Deadline 

19 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
 
7 pm - Worship & 
             Music 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
8 am - Egg Making 
4 pm - Egg Making 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
6:30 pm  - dinner  
7:30 pm - Lenten 
Service @Good 
Shepherd 

Douglas Mink 

22 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 - Lent 2 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday   
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                      Sacrament 
Egg Making 

 

26 
 
8 am - Egg Making 
 
1:30-3 pm - Grief 
Seminar 
 
 

 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
8 am - Egg Making 
4 pm - Egg Making 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
6:30 pm  - dinner  
7:30 pm - Lenten 
Service @Good 
Shepherd 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship                                                             
8:30 am & 10:45 am                                                        

Holy Eucharist is celebrated                                          
every Sunday.                                                           
Sunday School                                                             

9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


