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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 The Christmas season is fast upon us.  What gift are you hoping to receive this year? 
 

The Church is giving the gift of worship to all its people.  The gift of worship is the gift the Church gives 
throughout the year.  But there is something special about worship during the seasons of Advent and 
Christmas.  

This year, I remind you that the season of Christmas is a season that is only 12 days long, from 
December 25 to January 5th.  However, during that twelve days, the Church observes certain meaningful 
festivals, including Saint Stephen (December 26th), Saint John the Apostle and Evangelist (December 27th), and 
The Holy Innocents (December 28th).  Saint Stephen, we may remember, was the first Christian martyr.  The 
account of his stoning is reported in detail in Acts 6-7.  The feast day of St. Stephen was established very early 
in the history of the church, and it is possible that the date of his commemoration recalls the actual day of his 
death.  Saint John, the son of Zebedee, is traditionally regarded as the author of the Fourth Gospel and the 
three epistles that bear his name and also the book of Revelation.  In the fourth century a church was 
dedicated to St. John at Constantinople, and it is possible that the date of his feast day is based on the date of 
that dedication.  The Holy Innocents refers to the children of Bethlehem who were killed by King Herod in his 
effort to destroy the infant Jesus.  The feast day dates from the fourth century in North Africa, and became 
universal by the sixth century.   

Why do I share all this with you?  Because we will be remembering these feast days during the season 
of Advent at our Wednesday mid-week services.  We will be gathering at Our Saviour Lutheran on December 
5th, 12th, and 19th at 6:00pm for a Soup Supper followed by worship at 7:00pm.  We will worship using Holden 
Evening Prayer, which, if you haven’t heard, is a beautiful liturgy.  Our chimes choir will be accompanying the 
services.  We look forward to having the members of Good Shepherd Lutheran in Paxtang joining us for those 
Wednesday evenings.  Pastor Baker, Pastor Carnes, and I will be preaching and conducting the services.  We 
hope to see you there. 

Now in addition to Advent mid-week services, December will also include our Christmas Eve services.  
Please note that this year we have opted to worship and 4:00pm and at 7:00pm only.  There will be NO 
9:30pm service.  Both the 4:00pm and 7:00pm will include a candlelight service as well as Holy Communion.  
The 4:00pm service will be a family friendly service.   Please plan to be with us on Christmas Eve as we worship 
the newborn King. 

Now on the Sunday after Christmas, on December 30th, there will be one worship at 10:00am only.  
We will be having a Lessons and Carols Service with the members of Good Shepherd participating with us.  
Please note, following the service we are planning to have our annual holiday catered meal.  It promises to 
be a wonderfully festive occasion! 

Please gather with us throughout the Advent and Christmas seasons.  Invite your family, your friends, 
your co-workers, and your neighbors.  Invite everyone to come and witness the good news of the birth of Jesus 
Christ.   It is a special time in the church year.  It is the time of year when we rejoice that our God has given us 
a Savior, the single most precious gift our hurting world could receive.  It is the time of year when we worship 
with great joy.   Thanks be to God for the gift of Jesus and for the gift of worship, where we offer our thanks for 
and our praise to Jesus.   Come and let us receive this gift in our gathering as God’s people. 

 
    In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke     



Good News Page 2 

Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David & Alta Shadel, sextons 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net.  Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for November 2018 

December 2 — Advent 1 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Luke 21:25-36 
 
December 9 — Advent 2 
Malachi 3:1-4 
Luke 1:68-79 
Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 
 
December 16 — Advent 3 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 
 
December 23 — Advent 4 
Micah 5:2-5a 
Luke 1:46b-55 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-55 
 
December 24 — Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 
 
December 31 — Christmas 1 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Psalm 48 
Colossians 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 
 

A Thank You Note We Received.  

Pastor Joel, Youth Group & Congregation,                                       
Thank you all so very much for the spaghetti                                    
dinner.  I felt so lucky to enjoy everyone’s                                          
company that day.  I am so blessed to know                                            
such kindness and generosity in my life.                                                                       
Blessings to all, Jamie Barr                                                            
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About Worship 

  

 There is something interesting about Christmas pageants.  It is the fact that they are “directed.”  Why do I 
find this interesting?  Because the story of Jesus’ birth lends itself to direction.  The birth of Jesus Christ lends itself 
to direction, because God directed the events of His Son’s birth.  Indeed there is sense of order to it, and even a 
sense of “worship” attached to that order. 
 Notice that God chose Joseph and Mary to be the parents of Jesus, because Joseph was of the house and 
lineage of David (Luke 2:4).  And it was prophesied that the Messiah would be from the line of David (Isaiah 11:1ff.
—Jesse is David’s father).  And it is timely that there was a census being taken at the time of Jesus’ birth                             
(Luke 2:2-3).  And Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem, from where Joseph hails, thus fulfilling the prophecy in Micah 
2:5.  And it is such that God provides the sign of a star in heaven to direct the wise men to the baby Jesus, fulfilling 
another prophecy (Numbers 24:17).  When Herod wants to destroy the baby Jesus, a vision from God comes to 
Joseph in a dream and the holy family escapes to Egypt fulfilling still another prophecy in Hosea 11:1.  God’s hand 
is at work behind everything going on surrounding Jesus’ birth.  It is a wonderful pageant directed by the Father.  It 
is a pageant filled with worship and song:  the wise men bowing in worship before Jesus, the shepherds returning 
from their visit to the nativity glorifying and praising God as they go, and the angels singing “Gloria in excelsis deo.”  
It is a pageant designed for worship.  
 I shared all of this because all of scripture is meant to be seen as liturgical.  There is order to it.  There is 
worship attached to it.  Think of the story of creation.  It concludes with the seventh day being hallowed, made        
holy as for worship.  And consider the conclusion of the Exodus story where there is worship as Moses and all the 
Israelites sing to God after coming out of Egypt (Exodus 15).  And  even in the book of Revelation, the great story of 
faith concludes (or is renewed at the end time) with a sense of worship (Revelation 22:4). 
 Extrapolating further the Biblical witness, we should see life as though it is “ordered,” so as to be                         
“liturgical.”  And worship is to be intimately attached to all of life, so it seems the Bible is wont to say.  Life is a                  
pageant under the direction of God, a pageant which leads us to bow down, to glorify and praise God, and to sing 
our “glorias.”  This is our role in the pageant.  This is our role, that is to worship the newborn king, to worship the 
crucified and risen Lord, and to worship the Son who reigns on high.  What a performance given by God in this              
pageant!  He has become incarnate.  He has suffered and died.  He has been raised again.  And he is ascended on 

Confirmation Class in December                                                                                                                        

Our class in December will meet on Sunday, December 9th @St. John, Hummelstown.  Class will be held from                              
2-3:30 pm.   

 

 A Musical Offering for Christmas Eve                                                                                                                                              
Anyone who would like to offer his or her musical, literary, or artistic talents as a gift 
to the Christ Child on Christmas Eve during the half hour before each service—to play 
an instrument or sing an appropriate song, to read a religious Christmas poem or 
dance to music appropriate for worship, or to make some other kind of artistic                   
offering - should see Margaret Quintanar or call her at 717-448-0295.  Please share 
your talents. The order in which people volunteer will determine their placement in the program.   
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           A Word on Stewardship   
 In this article, I want to talk about the stewardship of our words, as it pertains to engaging others                                      
regarding truth.  Recently, I read a book by Richard Mouw called Uncommon Decency—Civility in an Uncivil 
World.  In this book, Mouw argues that Christians should be about “convicted civility.”  He uses the word 
“convicted” as it relates to our convictions as Christian believers, that we should be true to our beliefs.  And, yet 
at the same time we need to civil with others, that is, we need to be “considerate” and “respectful” of others who 
may not share our beliefs.  Mouw says that the two often don’t go together.  There are many Christians who are 
passionate about their beliefs, but are hardly civil to others who don’t share our beliefs.  And, there are plenty of 
people who are civil with others, but hold no belief in Christianity.  His book then discusses how we Christians can 
begin to marry the two. 
 Now, I will say that Mouw’s focus on civility has much merit; but I must admit, I struggled with Mouw’s 
book.  As an evangelical who is more conservative in his beliefs, he attempts to present himself as more open to 
understanding others, particularly unbelievers.  He presents himself as making concessions for the sake of better 
relations with others.  And yet, he says there are certain things that evangelical Christians can’t compromise on, 
specifically with respect to social issues and doctrinal issues.  Unfortunately, I don’t hold many of the same          
positions on social and doctrinal issues as Mouw.  And so, I see Mouw as not going nearly far enough to                                    
compromise. 
 It is as though Mouw says, “Yes, we need to be open to the other.  Yes, we need to understand the other.  
Yes, we need to engage the other.  BUT…never compromise yourself.”  He comes across still as though his sense 
of truth is superior.   It is the “BUT” that trips me up.  As soon as I hear that “BUT” it is as though all that came 
before is null and void.   “Yes, yes, yes…BUT.”   
 I am more of a “Both/And” kind of guy when it comes to conversations with others regarding the topic of 
truth.  I make every effort to value the other’s sense of truth, whatever it may be.  I try not to judge the other, so 
as to think that their story is any less important than mine.  At the same time, I share my story, and explain that 
this truth (the Gospel and my Lutheran interpretation of the Gospel) is what works for me.  And then, if the Spirit 
works to change the other so as that other comes to believe in the Gospel, so be it.  But it is not my role to judge 
the other.  It is not my role to even convert the other.  That task belongs to the Spirit. 
 In another book, Love Wins, the author Rob Bell explains that all truth derives from Jesus.  So, the verse 
from John 14:6, where Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 
through me,” is not exclusive and narrow in focus.  Indeed, Bell says that Jesus is the source of all truth, whatever 
that truth is that brings you new life, and brings you ultimately to God. 

 So, let us be mindful of your words.  Let us be good stewards of what we say.  If we find ourselves 
saying, “Yes, but…” well then we are probably judging another person’s truth, and confining the work of the                     
Spirit.  Instead, may we learn to embrace “both/and,” and give free reign to the Spirit to work when and where it 
chooses.       

 
           

Do you have a favorite hymn?                                                                                                                                               
Margaret Quintanar is working on the hymns for the seasons of Christmas and 
Epiphany.  If you have a favorite hymn, please fill out a hymn request card, and 
place it in the offering plate.  Margaret will try to include everyone's hymns on 
Sundays when they are correspond to the lessons. 
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      Dear Padre, 

 What is a Jesse tree?  I heard about this in relation to the holiday season.  Can you explain what this 
is? 
 
 Signed, “Stumped” 
 
 Dear Stumped, 
 

It is funny you should say “stumped,” because the idea of the Jesse tree derives from Isaiah 11:1, which      
says, “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots…”  Jesse was the 
Father of King David.  Isaiah 11:1 is thus speaking about the coming of the Messiah who shall be from the line and 
lineage of David.  Of course, Jesus is said to have been of the ancestry of David.   

Now, we have probably seen a stump of a tree with a new shoot growing from it.  King David was the 
greatest king of Israel.  He was king during Israel’s heyday.  But then the nation of Israel was destroyed and the 
lines of kings ended.  Where Israel once flourished like a great tree, all that remained after its destruction was a 
stump.  But now, with the coming of Jesus, there is a shoot coming out from the stump. 

So, what is the tradition of the Jesse tree in Advent?  It is a tree that is decorated over time during the 
season of Advent, and which is used to tell the story of God in the Old Testament, connecting the Advent season 
with the faithfulness of God throughout faith history.   A church might have a Jesse tree that is decorated each 
Sunday in Advent by the Sunday School.  Or, a family might have a Jesse tree that they decorate daily at home.   
The ornaments for the tree are symbols of stories in the Old Testament.  For example, a dove represents Creation 
(the Spirit/dove moved over the face of the waters at the time of Creation); a tree with fruit represents the first sin 
(Adam and Eve ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil), a rainbow represents the Flood (God put a 
rainbow in the sky to mark his promise never to flood the earth again), and so on.  There is Scripture that is read 
with each symbol, so as to connect the symbol with God’s story. 

The Jesse tree is a different kind of “Christmas tree” that is meant to help us keep focused on God during 
the holiday season.  Interestingly enough, the Christmas tree likely stems from the pagan Roman festival of 
Saturnalia, when temples would often be filled with evergreen trees that were believed to ward off witches and 
bad spirits.        

Thanks for your question and merry Christmas. 
 
Signed, Padre 

 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Please join us for worship on Christmas Eve: 
    4:00 pm - Family Service with Holy Communion 
    7:00 pm - Service with Holy Communion 
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          Change of Addresses                                                 
We have received a change of address for several of our  
members.  Please update your directory. 

Dottie Koppenhaver                                                                                         
685 Lavenda Ct.                                                                                                
Harrisburg, PA  17111 

Joe and Maria Parson                                                                                                              
581 Deep Woods Drive                                                                                                  
Dunlap, TN  37327                                                                                                                
Their cell phone #'s remain the same. 

Mary Louise Shuler 
7102 2nd St. N 
St. Petersburg, FL 33702 
717-364-7979 
Her previous number, 717- 652-8950 is no longer in service. 

Dana Barr 12/3 

Ellavene Rutter 12/14 

Ava Shertzer 12/19 

Katharina Kresicher 12/23 

Alex Parson 12/23 

Alexandra Kessler 12/26 

Robert McCann 12/28 

The office & staff or Our Saviour would like to wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas.  We hope you                   

enjoy your holiday with family and friends. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
   

 
 
 
 
 

  1 

2 – Advent 1 
8:30 am - Word &    
                  Sacrament    
9:30 am - Sunday   
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 

3 
10:30 am -  
1:30 pm - private 
event 
6:30 pm - 
Welcome 
Committee 

4 
 
 
 

 
 

5 
 
6 pm - Soup 
Supper 
7 pm - Advent 
Holden Evening 
Prayer  

6 
 
5:30 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 

7 
 
 

 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 - Advent 2 
8:30 am - Word & 
                  Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 
2-3:30 p m - 
Confirmation Class 
@St. John, 
Hummelstown 

10 
 
10:30 am -  
1:30 pm - private 
event 
 
 

 
 
 
 

11 
 
7:00 pm - Council 
 
 
 
 

 

12 
 
6 pm - Soup 
Supper 
7 pm - Advent 
Holden Evening 
Prayer  
Choir after service 

13 
 
5:30 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

15 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

16 - Advent 3 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word & 
Sacrament 
newsletter deadline 

17 
 
10:30 am -  
1:30 pm - private 
event 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
6 pm - Soup 
Supper 
7 pm - Advent 
Holden Evening 
Prayer  
Choir after service 

20 
 
5:30 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 - Advent 4 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
 

 

24 - Christmas Eve 
 
4 pm - Family 
Christmas Eve 
Service 
7 pm - Christmas 
Eve Worship 

 
office closed 

25 - Christmas Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
office closed 

26 
 
7 pm - Choir 
 
 
 
 

 

27 
 
5:30 pm - Chimes 
Choir 

28 29 

30 - Christmas 1 
10 am - Service of 
Lessons & Carols 
Annual holiday meal to 
follow our service. 
Altar Guild to                         
de-decorate 

31  
New Year’s Eve 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship                                                             
8:30 am & 10:45 am                                                        

Holy Eucharist is celebrated                                          
every Sunday.                                                             

Sunday School   9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


