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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 On Pentecost Sunday, I noted in the sermon that with the coming of the Holy Spirit, we are 

reminded of the gift of the church.  It is the Spirit that calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies.  In other words, 
the Spirit is responsible for forming the church. 

And, the church serves a unique position in society.  Not only does the church have the task of 
testifying to the gospel of Jesus Christ, but the church is also focused on how to be a “community.”  Indeed, 
nowhere else in all of society does a group of people practice how to be in community with one another as 
does the church.  And yet, at times the church really struggles with this.  Personality conflicts, division, issues 
of authority all threaten the rip apart the very fabric of the church community.  But, if we can’t get 
“community” right in the institution called the church, then how can we hope to get it right in any other place 
in society. 

The apostle Paul talked at length about what it is to be the church.  The letters of Paul, for the most 
part, are about just that.  After Paul established these early Christian communities in the ancient world, his 
task was to help them understand how to function as a faith group.  A couple of particular chapters to read in 
Paul’s writings that are very helpful are chapters 12 and 13 of I Corinthians.      

I also want to remind you that Our Saviour Lutheran has a protocol through which concerns can be 
addressed.  The Mutual Ministry Committee exists to listen and to respond to church members.  Those on the 
committee include Diane Lehrman (chair), Tiffany Landis, Otis Martin, Donna Miller, and Pastor Joel.  What is 
discussed at Mutual Ministry is held in confidence.  So, whenever a concern arises, I would encourage our 
membership to take the concern to Mutual Ministry. 

With that said, it is important to stay “detrianglized.”  What does this mean?  Well, whenever a conflict 
emerges, our human instinct is to tell others and to attempt to sway those others to our side.  We try to 
triangle them into the conflict, which only exacerbates the issue.  What often happens is that different camps 
develop within the community.  Again, if we are the one with the issue, please take it to the Mutual Ministry 
Committee, as oppose to taking it to anyone else.  And, if we find ourselves being triangled by another, the 
healthy way to deal with it is to listen to the person and then to politely ask, “What would you have me do 
with this information?”  This puts it back on the person to state what their intent is.  If they want you to side 
with them, if they want you to see that they are right and the other is wrong, you can say, “I’m sorry, but I 
won’t be triangled into this.”  If on the other hand, the person asks you what you think they should do about 
their issue, you can say, “You know, we have this wonderful thing in the church called a Mutual Ministry 
Committee.” 

Being a community is tough.  No one ever said it is easy.  In his own community of twelve disciples, 
Jesus had to deal with a rebuke from Peter, and he had to deal with a betrayal by Judas.  But, the really tough 
part about community is that every community does develop its own culture over time, for good or for bad.  
And so what happens is that church problems become systemic, such that we all become part of the system 
and it becomes that much more difficult to untangle problems.  And so, to begin to transform the church, a 
community has to begin to put healthy practices into place. 

I give thanks to each and every one of our members who continues to strive to make our church a 
better community.  God has truly blessed us with the Holy Spirit.  He has gifted us with the church.  Thanks be 
to God. 

           
     In Christ, 
     Pastor Joel Petruschke       
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David & Alta Shadel, sextons 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net.  Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for June 2018 

June 3 — Pentecost 2 
Deuteronomy 5:12-15 
Psalm 81:1-10 
2 Corinthians 4:5-12 
Mark 2:23 - 3:6 
 
June 10 — Pentecost 3 
Genesis 3:8-15 
Psalm 130 
2 Corinthians 4:13 - 5:1 
Mark 3:20-35 
 
June 17 — Pentecost 4 
Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 
2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
Mark 4:26-34 
 
June 24 — John the Baptist 
Malachi 3:1-4 
Psalm 141 
Acts 13:13-26 
Luke 1:57-80 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our New Sisters In Christ                                       
On May 27th we welcome into membership at Our Saviour 
Dottie Koppenhaver and Christine Velter.  
We are blessed to have them join our 
church family. 

Change of Address                      
Eva Lang has moved and her new                
address is now:                                                   
Columbia Cottage of Hershey                           
103 N. Larkspur Dr.   Room 42                           
Palmyra, PA  17078.  Her new phone # is 717-838-8295. 

Our Dedications                                                                                                
This month we dedicated the following items:                                
Kwanzan Flowering Cherry tree in memory of Eva 
Schmelzle,                                                                                                  
pavilion renovations in memory of Janet Ruocco,                                       
candles in memory of Barbara Klenk, and                                                      
our new green paraments to the Glory of God. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPDMz_S_1McCFcwVPgodGB8J2Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hislambsonline.org%2Fsermon-series-fhlm-listing.php&ei=h-bkVbDtCcyr-AGYvqTIDQ&psig=AFQjCNF7VmO2i4aDu91o2ewJmb
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About Worship 

 
 The word “worship” comes from the old English word “woerthship”.  So, when we worship God, we are 
proclaiming (or giving him back) his worth.  What does it mean to say that God is worthy?  Worth is usually                     
determined in relation to function.  A vase, for example, is considered worthy if it holds water and display flowers.  
By that definition a colander would not be worthy as a vase.   
 So the question is, “What makes God worthy?”  In other words, what is God’s function?  What makes God 
“God”?  Does God measure up to the standard of what it is to be “God”?  If so, God is worthy.   
 I would argue that by definition God is love, according to I John 4:8.  And God’s function is to love.  Does 
God measure up to this standard?  Well, out of love, God created you and me and creation.  And God redeems us 
from our sin through the love of his Son Jesus Christ.  And, God showed his love still more in giving us the Holy  
Spirit to lead us into all righteousness.  So, it could definitely be argued that God is worthy of our proclamation of 
his worth.  God is worthy of our giving him back his worth. 

We might be tempted then to ask ourselves whether we are worthy of God’s love.  We might wonder 
whether we meet the standard of being “a good creation of God,” as we are called in the creation story in Genesis.  
What is our function as human beings?  And, do we measure up?  Our function is to love God with all our heart, 
mind, and soul; and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  Do we measure up?  The answer is a resounding “NO.”  
That is what makes God so worthy of our worship.  God loves us in spite of our utter sinful depravity. 

Now granted, once we experience God’s grace, we respond with good works.  We do have a responsibility 
as redeemed children of God, so as not to cheapen God’s grace.  But even then, we continue to struggle to be 
found worthy. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Meetings Has Begun!                                                                
The next meeting of the Prayer Shawl Ministry will be Tuesday, June 26th (always the fourth                                                    
Tuesday of the month), beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the church.   You need not know how to                                                 
knit or crochet to participate; nor must you be a member of the church.   We will teach you –                                            
young and not-so-young!  Prayer Shawls, as well as other items such as chemo caps and lap afghans for                                          
those in wheelchairs, are available on the wall display in the Narthex by the Sanctuary door.   Also, in a basket by 
this display, are mini-shawls.   Help yourself. 

     Andrea Faber, Prayer Shawl Ministry Coordinator 

Save the Date!                                                                                                                    
We will again be hosting Family Promise week starting on June 24th.  Please consider volunteering                                                  

to help this project be successful.  More information to follow in June. 

 

Puzzles Needed                                                                                                                           
If you have any unwanted puzzles around the house that you no longer need/want please                          

consider donating them to the Ecumenical Center in Harrisburg.  Puzzles of 500-750 pieces are 

preferred.  They don’t have room to build 1,000 piece puzzles.  Donations can be brought here & 

placed on the bottom shelf of the mail slots with a note in Jeanette Logan’s box that you have 

placed them there.  Thank You!   
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           A Word on Stewardship   
       In this stewardship article, I want to continue to speak about my gleanings from members as I conduct 
my all-member visit this year.  Something I have noticed is that generally the ideas fall into two categories:  1) 
retention of present membership, and 2) acquisition of new members.  In an earlier newsletter this year, for           
instance, I spoke about the idea of a “buddy system” for our membership.  I would see this idea as falling under 
the category of membership retention.  In that same previous newsletter, I had also talked about the prospect of 
a community center here at the church, which would probably fall under the latter category, that is, acquisition of 
new members.  So, as we continue to brainstorm ideas, it might be helpful to think about those two categories.  
Overall, the focus is always and should ever be on sharing the good news of Christ. 
 With this said, let me share with you some other ideas that have been shared with me.  There is the idea 
of having on a quarterly basis one worship service on Sunday morning, so as to allow members of the                            
congregation to get to know one another better, since at times it can feel like we have two separate worshipping 
congregations.  This idea would fall into helping support the retention of our membership.  There was also the 
idea of hosting game nights at the church.  Such evenings would be open to the community.  Perhaps we even do 
what is called a “Fifth Quarter,” where we open our church fellowship hall to activities for high school students 
after football games.  Again, I would see these activities as means to acquire possible new members.  There has 
also been the suggestion of hosting free community meals, such as a spaghetti dinner or a pancake breakfast.  
Again, this would be a means to bring in new members.   
 There are other things we already do, which we might want to re-visit with the purpose of improving            
upon them.  For instance, we have been distributing door hangers to the neighborhood immediately around us.  
But, maybe we consider distributing door hangers in communities further afield.  And, maybe we consider a 
“gimmick” in association with our Easter egg project, such that we include a “Golden Ticket” in a certain number 
of eggs.  The Golden Ticket would be an invitation to a free meal we sponsor at the church.  It would be a sort of 
Willie Wonka kind of experience.      

There have also been other ideas.  One member suggested holding raffles for cash prizes to support the 
church budget.  Another member suggested that we support a missionary, or that we support a women’s mission, 
such that we would collect toiletries and articles for women in need.  The young adults suggested an alternative 
worship experience to be held at a time other than Sunday morning that would cater to their generation. 
 For the most part, our members recognize the need to get new members, and particularly younger            
members.  It is also generally recognized that it is usually the same people doing a lot of the work.  And so, it also 
needs to be noted that whatever new ministries we brainstorm, we need to be mindful of how much our          
membership already does, and so not overtax our members.       

GermanFest Silent Auction                                                                                                      
We will once again have a Silent Auction at GermanFest in September.  Please start gathering 
your new or gently used items.  We will be collecting them beginning this summer!                                                                                                      
Thank you, Dawn Veet, Silent Auction Chair 

Thank You!                                                                                                                        
Thank you for your cards and prayers during my recent procedure in the hospital.  I am happy to 
say that everything turned out well.  I appreciate all of your thoughts and prayers and especially 
Pastor Joel’s visit and prayer on the day of the surgery.  It meant so much to me. 
Gratefully, Dottie Koppenhaver 
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      Dear Padre, 

 Is there any difference between a “synagogue” and a “temple”?  I have heard Jews refer to 
their place of worship using both terms. 
 
Signed, Terminology Taxed  
 
Dear Taxed, 
 

With the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple in the ancient world in 70 A.D., Jews began to gather for 
worship and learning in houses of worship known as synagogues, which is a word that means “house of assembly.”  
The term “Temple” is considered by most sects of Judaism today to refer only to the ancient Temple in Jerusalem.   

Traditionally, until about two hundred years ago, the Jewish house of worship was never called a Temple.  
Reform Judaism (a more liberal or progressive form of Judaism), which started around the turn of the century from 
the 1700s to the 1800s claimed that since they were never going back to the original concept of the Temple in 
Jerusalem, that the modern term for a Jewish house of worship should be called a “temple.”  The cultural, if not 
ideological concept stuck, and today, if a Jewish congregation calls their house of worship a “temple” they are 
nearly always a Reform Jewish organization.  However, the term “synagogue” cuts across all Jewish sects in English. 

So you probably will not go wrong referring to a Jewish house of worship as a “synagogue.”  But, if you use 
the term “temple” to refer to a non-Reform house of worship you might irk some Jewish people, especially if their 
congregation is more traditional. 

Thanks for your question. 
 
Signed, Padre 

 
 

Welcome Committee Hosts "First Sunday Socials"                                          
Every first Sunday of the month, the Welcome Committee hosts a "First Sunday Social".   The purpose of the 
"social" is to provide a time for fellowship for all members.   We often hear "I didn't know you were a member            
because I go to first service and you go to second".   The time between services is used for Sunday School and               
fellowship.   We will be wearing "name tags" during these socials to get to know one another better.  [IF YOU NEED 
A NAME TAG, LET THE CHURCH OFFICE, Ms. Barb Johnson, KNOW]. 

      The Committee provides coffee, tea, juices.   The baked goods, fruits, other items are donated by                               
members.  You are welcome to donate your favorite cookie or morning "goodie".   You can sign up on the sheet 
that is posted on the WELCOME COMMITTEE BULLETIN BOARD located just inside the front doors of the 
church.  Take a minute to read a few of the exciting stories that Julie posts there. 

      Thank you for taking the time to think about joining us for "FIRST SUNDAY SOCIAL"! 

 

Just a Reminder                                                                                                                       
Our next edition of the newsletter will be our summer combined issue for July & August!  The 
deadline for submission of items to be included in that edition will be Sunday, June 17th. 
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 Tessa Minnich         6/1 

              Jenna Neil  6/3 

               Kamden Fowler  6/4 

  Lauren Redman 6/12 

 Jaxon Shertzer  6/13 

 Michael Zart  6/14 

 Arno Miller  6/16 

 Peter Ingavo  6/20 

 Margaret Ingavo 6/21 

 Connie Johnson  6/25 

 Donna Zimmerman 6/27 

 Robert Trea  6/28 

 Joshua Flournoy 6/29 

          Let’s Do Lunch!                                                                                                                            
The Social Ministry Committee is sponsoring a Lunch Bunch on June 16, 2018 at 12 noon at City Line Diner.  The 
diner is located at 3302 Derry Street in Harrisburg.  Please join us for this event.  A sign-up sheet is located in the 
Narthex.  The only cost is for your lunch.  Any questions, please see Nadine Martin or Donna Miller.  

Helping Mary Louise                                        
Considering the circumstances Mary Louise Shuler is looking 
for your help.  Charlie was the caretaker of not only Mary 
Louise and her disabilities, but he took care of everything. 
The cooking, the cleaning, the yard and the cats.  We are 
looking to maybe help her to rehome the two cats, because 
they are just too much for her to handle.  She physically can’t 
get to the feeders or the litter box to give them what they 
need.  They had two wonderful black cats.  They are 16 years 
old, so they do not have too much more time here with us, 
so they wouldn’t be a long term commitment.  They are 
brother and sister, but they do not have to be kept together. 
Like all of us, as we age, they have a few health issues. 
 
Coca, is super sweet.  She was Charlie’s baby!  He loved that 
cat!  She is very fluffy and she likes to sleep a lot.  She will 
also come cuddle in your lap and purrs every time you pet 
her.  However she is completely deaf.  So she can’t here you 
call her, but she can feel when you hit the floor.  Once a year 
she usually gets what’s like a head cold.  And needs to get 
meds from the vet.  But other than that she is a sweet girl. 
 
Her brother sparky, was Elizabeth Neidich’s best friend and 
before she passed, he never left her side.  He was even snuck 
into the nursing home a few times so she could love on him. 
He is also black and he’s a big boy.  He too gets the same 
head cold occasionally.  But he is the greeter.  He will come 
greet all your guests and he will sit next to you or on your lap 
all day if you let him.  He’s heavy, and doesn’t like to be 
picked up too much.  If you let him, he will over eat, and 
then make himself sick (throw it up), so an automatic feeder 
isn’t the best for him. 
 
They both use the litter box and are inside cats, not outside. 
They don’t even try to escape.  They are both declawed as 
well, so they won’t scratch up all your furniture. 

 

Tara had put a post on her                                                 
Facebook trying to help find                                              
them a home, however she took                                                
the post down after she received                                            
a phone call.  They told her not to make the 
post public and to be weary of strangers                 
offering to take them.  The woman said that a 
lot of time, people will come pick them up for 
bait.  They use them for dog fighting. 
 
So Mary Louise is coming to the congregation, 
looking for help in finding a loving home for 
both or two separate homes for them.  She 
would hate to have to put them down, but she 
just can’t physically take care of them. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

1 
 
 

Synod Assembly 
@Messiah College 
 
 
 

2 
 
 

Synod Assembly 
@Messiah College 

 
 
 

3 - Pentecost 2 
8:30 am - Word &    
                  Sacrament    
10 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 
Congregational 
Luncheon following 
2nd service 
2 pm - Christian Ed. 

4 
 
6 pm - Welcome 
Committee 
7 pm - special 
Council meeting 
 
 
 

5 
 

 
 
 

 

6 
 
 
               
    

                           

 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Pastor on vacation 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
—————————-> 
 

10  - Pentecost 3 
8:30 am - Word &  
                  Sacrament 
10 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 
4 pm - HAYI Dinner 
Church @Wittel Farm 
 

 
 

11 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 
 
NO! Council 
              

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
12 noon - Lunch Bunch 
@City Line Diner 
 
 
 
 
 

 

17 - Pentecost 4 
8:30 am - Word  
& Sacrament 
10 am  - Word  
& Sacrament 
newsletter   
deadline 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
6 pm - private 
event 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
Pastor back from 
vacation 
 
 
 
 
 

 

24 - Pentecost 5 
 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
10 am  - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
Blessing of Prayer 
Shawls 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

26 
 
6 pm - Prayer 
Shawl 

27 
 
7 pm - GermanFest 
meeting 

28 
 
 

29 30 

Pastor on vacation ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-> 

Pastor on vacation ————————————————————————————————————–————————————> 

Hosting Family Promise —————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-> 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship                                                             
8:30 am & 10 am                                                        

Holy Eucharist is celebrated                                          
every Sunday.                                                             

There is no Sunday School until the fall. 

 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


