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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
   This year Christmas Day, December 25th, falls on a Monday.  As a result, the fourth Sunday of Advent is 
also Christmas Eve.  Thus, in the morning of December 24th, we will celebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent with 
only one service at 10:00am.  In the evening of December 24th, we will celebrate Christmas Eve with three 
services at 4:00, 7:00, and 9:30pm.  Each of those Christmas Eve services will include the celebration of Holy 
Communion as well as the lighting of candles.  Please note, we moved the start time of the third Christmas Eve 
service back a half hour to allow more time for the Prelude Music.  We will not be having any service on 
December 25th this year, as we did last year.  The reason we had worship on Christmas Day last year was because 
Christmas fell on a Sunday. 
 It may feel as though the time leading up to Christmas is shorter this year, because of the shortened 
Advent season.  Typically there is some time in between the fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve, but that 
is not the case this year.  However, on the other end of the Advent season, we do not have the first Sunday of 
Advent falling on Thanksgiving weekend, as it normally does.  Instead, the festival of Christ the King falls on that 
Sunday.  So there really isn’t any change in the number of days between Thanksgiving and Christmas.  It is just 
that the season of Advent is shorter because of how the Sundays in Advent fall this year. 
 I guess we could say then that technically we do have less time to prepare for Christmas if we are strictly 
following the liturgical calendar.  Indeed, there are only 22 days in Advent this year; the shortest possible span of 
days.  Indeed, because it is so short, there are also only three mid-week Advent events this year.  We will be 
meeting at Zion for Advent service and supper on December 6th, 13th, and 20th.  We will gather with our sisters 
and brothers from Zion and Good Shepherd at 6:00pm for supper and 7:00pm for worship.  We will again be use 
the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy for worship. 
 And let us not forget that we will be having our annual catered Christmas dinner on December 17th.  
Details about the dinner, including cost, are noted in this newsletter.  Please plan to join us and bring your friends 
and neighbors. 
 And speaking of getting together with our sisters and brothers from Zion and Good Shepherd, we are 
planning again a combined Fifth Sunday Worship at Our Saviour on December 31st, at 10:00am.  Even though 
Advent is short this year, there are still twelve days in the Christmas season.  And, we hope you will plan to 
worship on the day of Seven Swans a-Swimming (December 31st), with the good folks from our sister 
congregations. 
     I share all of this by way of saying that God (within the institution of the Church) has placed before us 
several gifts for us to enjoy.  ‘Tis the season of gift-giving after all.  And, as we look forward to Christmas Day and 
the unwrapping of gifts, so to do we have these gifts from God to look forward to unwrap.  These times of 
gathering (noted above) have blessed gifts for us to behold, gifts like community and relationship, song and 
Scripture, light and God’s presence, mercy and forgiveness, compassion and love, hope and joy, and so on and so 
forth.  There is an abundance of gifts contained in these gatherings with our sisters and brothers in the body of 
Christ. 
 And these gifts of God are not just for a season.  These gifts are not just available to us during the 
holidays.  No, God’s gifts for God’s people are available throughout the year.  Every time we gather, every time 
we come together in the name of Christ, God offers these wondrous gifts to us.  Indeed, Christmas comes and 
goes each year, but God’s grace is a constant in our lives.   
 So Advent is short this year.  Christmas may seem to come and go quicker than normal as a result.  But, 
again, let us remember that God’s goodness is a constant.  Let us not forget that God’s gift-giving is unceasing.  
Let us remember to gather together as God’s people not only in these days, but always.  Merry Christmas! 
      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke 
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for December 2017 

 

December 3 — Advent 1 
Isaiah 64:1-9 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Mark 13:24-37 
 
December 10 — Advent 2 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 
 
December 17 — Advent 3 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
December 24 — Advent 4 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:46b-55 
Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1;26-38 
 
December 24 — Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 
 
December 31 — Christmas 1 
Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3 
Psalm 148 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 

Thank you                                                                     
To my Church Family:  I would like to 
thank you all for my cards and nice words 
that I received for my 96th birthday.  God 
Bless you all.  Ada Heberle 
 
 

Advent Midweek Services and Dinners 
Each Wednesday in Advent  (Dec. 6, 13 & 20) we will gather 
at Zion,  2730 Booser St, in Penbrook for a light meal of soup 
and bread, followed by Holden Evening Prayer.  Dinner is at 
6:00 pm and worship is at 7:00 pm.  We hope to see you 
there. 

 

Ecumenical Service of Lessons & Carols                                                                                               
The congregations of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and 
Saint Catherine Labouré Parish will be joining together for an 
ecumenical service of Lessons & Carols on Sunday,                                
December 10th at 4:00 pm.  The event will feature a                           
combined choir performing a brand new cantata by                                
composer Lloyd Larson titled Sing Joy to All the 
World.  Please plan to come enjoy this performance at St. 
Catherine’s beautiful newly renovated church.  Saint                         
Catherine is located at 4000 Derry St, Harrisburg, PA 17111 
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About Worship 

 On November 26th, after the 2nd service, we decorated the church for the holiday season.  We put our 
Christmas tree up.  We placed greens on the windowsills.  We brought the advent wreath into our worship space.  
We set out the Nativity Scene.  Other wreaths of green don the front walls of the church, as well as the entry doors 
of the church.  And, the church looks great!  The decorations do indeed enhance our worship. 
 I want to thank everyone who helped with the decorating process.  In particular, I do want to thank our 
Altar Guild Committee who, this year, worked on replacing a lot of our greenery, which had seen better days.  
Thank you also to those individuals who provided financial resources for the purchase of those new greens. 
 Decorating is one of those traditions (dare I use church term “rituals”) we associate with the holiday            
season.  Decorating might even be considered to be “worshipful,” especially when we understand that the                 
meaning behind the decorating is to give glory to God by promoting the Christmas celebration.        
 Now, for some, the process of decorating can be anything but “worshipful.”  The first two stanzas from the 
song “The 12 Pains of Christmas” comes to mind, which speak about the trial of finding a Christmas tree and              
rigging up the lights.  And so, I believe there is some other “decorating” that always needs to accompany the task 
of sprucing up.  Namely, we need to “decorate” our homes with patience and understanding, peace and good will, 
kindness and gentleness.   We need to express these sentiments to one another especially when we are stressed 
out by all the things we have to do during this holiday season. 
 So, yes, let us see decorating as a “worshipful” experience.  But, in order for that to be the case, let us 
string garlands of peace and love in our homes.  Let us rig up lights that shine patience and kindness to every            
corner of our rooms.  Let us hang bulbs and ornaments that tell of the good will and love in our hearts. 

  

Christkindlmarkt at The Lancaster Liederkranz - 
A Christkinlmarkt will be held on Sunday, December 10 from 12 noon to 6:00 pm at the Lancaster 
Liederkranz, located at 722 S. Chiques Road, Manheim, PA 17545.  There will be vendors, crafts, 
food, beverages, Santa Claus, Gluhwein, Tree Lighting and Musical Performances.  There is no 
charge for admission or parking.  Please see additional info on the table in the Narthex. The                      
Lancaster Liederkranz web site is Lancasterliederkranz.com.  Any questions please see Arno Miller. 
 

Christian Education News 
We have three Sunday school classes:  one for kids in grades 1-7, one for youth in grades 8-12, and 
one for adults.  Material is available for younger children. For more information, please contact                   
Robin Ames at 717-230-8441 or rea413@verizon.net.                                                                             

Nawakwa Retreat 
Need a weekend getaway? The annual Nawakwa retreat will be held Friday, January 19, through 
Sunday, January 21.  Please note that this is one week later than in past years. Anyone and                           
everyone is welcome to attend. For more information, or to register for this retreat, please                      
contact Sue Reilly at maxandmylesmom@msn.com or Robin Ames at 717-230-8441 
or rea413@verizon.net. 
 
         

mailto:rea413@verizon.net
mailto:maxandmylesmom@msn.com
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           A Word on Stewardship                                                                                           
 Each month I attend have what is called a conference meeting, during which time the rostered leaders 
(pastors and deacons) get together for worship, breakfast, and business.  This month our Harrisburg Conference 
and the West Shore Conference gathered together with the bishop of our synod.  And following worship together 
and some refreshments, we began a dialogue about the future of the church. 
 Those in attendance received a map of our synod, which includes the counties of Fulton, Franklin,                       
Cumberland, Adams, Perry, Dauphin, Lebanon, Lancaster, and York.  And the map looked like a patchwork quilt 
with different regions shaded different colors based on the projected change of population from 2015-2020.  
Some areas showed the potential for minimal, moderate, or significant growth.  Others areas showed the                            
potential for decline.  Plotted also on this map were crosses of different colors.  Each cross represent a Lutheran 
church in our synod, and each color of each cross represented whether that individual congregation was growing, 
remaining stable, or declining in membership.  The map was meant to be a resource for the group to help us help 
the bishop discern where new “mission starts” (new congregations) might be planted. 
 You see, the Lutheran church as a whole is declining in membership.  And, in fact, our particular synod in 
our particular region which includes the five synods of central and western Pennsylvania, as well as the three   
synods that contain the states of West Virginian, Delaware, and Maryland—a total of eight synods in our region— 
has the dubious honor of having the highest percentage of congregations in decline.  So the bishop and his staff 
are trying to stave off the decline in our synod, and he is soliciting the help of the rostered leaders. 
 So again, the map, which was shared with us, was meant to help us rostered leaders see where future 
growth in population is expected whereby we might be able to suggest where a new congregation might take 
place.  And, there were some questions that bounced around the room about the map.  But, then, I asked a              
question, which may not have gone over very well.  I asked, “Should we not be less concerned about where there 
is expected population growth, and more concerned about where there is need for ministry?  Would not a map 
detailing where the greatest poverty, homelessness, hunger, opioid addiction, so on and so forth, be a better              
resource than a map about where people are?  Is it not true that many members of congregations travel great 
distances to their particular church?  People go to where they feel a church is making a difference.”  Like I said, I 
am not sure my comment was well-received, given that they had taken the time to produce this nice map. 
 I share this with you, because I continue to be  frustrated with the larger church that we worry about 
“survival,” that is numbers in the pews, as opposed to worrying about what we are supposed to be doing as a 
church, proclaiming the gospel and serving our neighbor in need.  If we do what we are supposed to do, we will 
be a light in the world and God (I believe) will take care of the numbers. 
 As we move forward as a church, I encourage all of us to keep this truth in mind.  Keep in mind the  
difference between an attitude of “survival” and an attitude of “mission.”  We must always be asking “What is 
God calling us to do?” and looking outward.  The question of “Why aren’t the pews filled?” is a question that 
leads us to look inward and can truly impede our work as the church. 
 

Thank you                                                                                                                                 
I want to thank you all for your cards, phone calls, and well-wishes while I recuperated from my surgery.  Pastor 
Joel 
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      Dear Padre, 

 
I So I understand that the Orthodox Church does not celebrate Christmas on December 25th.  Why is 
that?   
And when is it then that they celebrate Christ’s birth? 
 
Signed, “What is up with that?” 
 
Dear, “What is up with that?” 
 

So, yes, it is true, the Orthodox (Eastern) Church does not celebrate Christmas on the same day as 
Christians in the Western Church.  A little reminder that prior to the Reformation in 1517, when the Western 
Church split into many factions, there had been another split in the church.  In the year 1054, the Great Schism 
resulted in the Eastern Orthodox and Western Latin Churches.  These two Churches subsequently followed 
different calendars.  The Western Church follows the Gregorian calendar, which is today’s internationally accepted 
civil calendar.  This calendar is named after Pope Gregory XIII, who introduced it in October 1582.  The Eastern 
Church follows the Julian calendar, which had been proposed by Julian Caesar in 46 B.C.   

 There is not that great a difference between these two calendars, except that December 25th on 
the Julian calendar falls on what is January 7 on the Gregorian Calendar.  So, in essence, both Churches recognize 
Jesus’ birth on December 25th, according to tradition, but that day simply is not the same day on both calendars. 

 FYI, the Eastern Orthodox Church also celebrates Easter on a different day then we Christians in 
the Western Church, for the same reasons as noted above. 

 Thanks for your question. 
 
Signed, Padre  
 

Join in the Fun!     

Christmas Caroling & Dinner at Our Saviour Lutheran                                                                                                                                               
Joy to the World... Come celebrate Christ's upcoming birth by gathering at Our Saviour at noon on Sunday,                    
December 17, 2017 for a catered meal followed by the singing of Christmas carols together (at the church).  Join 
us for a break away from the hustle & bustle of your holiday preparations to sit down and relax with fellow                    
brothers and sisters... enjoy a delicious meal and rejoice by singing our praises to God!  Tickets for the meal are 
$14.00 for adults and $7.00 for children (5-10 years old).  Children under five are free.  Checks should be made 
payable to "Our Saviour Lutheran Church."  Please, if possible, pay by check so if we need to cancel because of 
weather, we can easily return your payment.  Tickets are available for purchase after each service or by calling  
Our Saviour at 717-545-9992.  Deadline to purchase tickets is December 10th.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Lisa Neil at 717-343-8870 or lbmjneil@gmail.com.  We look forward to seeing everyone there... and                  
heaven and nature sing.  

Wear your “Ugly Sweater.”                                                                                                                                                                        
The youth group thought it would be fun to have an ugly Christmas sweater Sunday.  On December 17th, at the 
10:45 am worship, the youth group is asking the congregation to wear an "ugly" Christmas sweater.  Everyone 
that participates will have their name put in a drawing for some fun prizes.  Join the youth in getting creative and 
having some fun and laughs on Sunday, December 17th!       
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  HAPPY NEW CHURCH YEAR, MERRY CHRISTMAS, and HAPPY NEW YEAR 
On behalf of the Altar Guild, we would like to thank everyone who helped us prepare the altar for Sunday worship 
services, holidays, and special events.  We completed a full year of  weekly  communion.  We also want to thank 
our generous donors who helped purchase weekly supplies such as communion cups, wine, and grape juice.  During 
the advent season, you will notice that we have updated our decorations.  Once again, we had several very                            
generous donors who purchased the greenery, bows, and supplies to create the “new look.”   
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A WAY TO USE YOUR TALENTS?  Altar Guild might just be the opportunity!  Because we 
have 4 teams, you would only be “altar guilding” every forth month.  The time commitment is basically 1 hour each 
week of the month you and 2 other team mates are assigned.  PLEASE consider joining one of our teams in 2018! If 
you are interested, contact Connie* or Carol*. 
Have a blessed Christmas Season from: 
Connie Johnson, Carol Ranck, Joan Bateman, Tara Beachell, Julie Drake, Phoebe Drake, Renee Gibson, Tiffany                       
Landis, Donna Miller, Linda Schreier, Sara Smith. 
*co-chairs 

 

From Welcome Committee 
On behalf of the Welcome Committee, we would like to thank everyone who attended the November 12                         
Reformation Celebration and Veterans Recognition service, hymn sing, and luncheon.  The color guard and     
presentation of colors during the service was especially memorable.  Thank you to Dan Fleming, Don DeArmitt, 
Herb Logan, John Zimmerman, Otis Martin, Brad Neil, and Jim Lubrecht.  Thank you for your service.  Our POW/MIA 
table was set up in Fellowship Hall for us to remember and reflect. 
Pastor taught us a new blessing and led us in Lutheran trivia during the luncheon.  We were treated to the “Martin 
Luther” movie released in 1953.  Yes, it was in black & white but very informative. 
PLEASE stop to take a look at the Welcome Committee Bulletin Board – just inside the church doors on the right!  
New members' pictures and other information are there! Thank you to Julie and Judy for keeping it current.   
FIRST SUNDAY SOCIALS – if you would like to bring cookies, cakes, fruit, or some other “nibble”, PLEASE sign up!  
The sign up sheet is on the Welcome Committee Bulletin Board. 
The Welcome Committee will publish its 2018 calendar of events in the January newsletter.  Be ready to mark your 
personal calendars and join us! 
HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS SEASON AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Carol Ranck*, Linda Schreier*, Judy Aker, Julie Drake, Connie Johnson, Nadine Martin, Ruth Ondeck, Nedda Pollock, 
Mary Louise Shuler, Sara Smith, Ann Wolf.                                                                                                                                                 
*co-chairs 
 
Please Make a Note                                                                                                                                                                                            
We are changing the January Welcome Committee Meeting date from Monday, January 8th to:  Tuesday, January 9, 
2018 at 6 p.m.  Please mark your calendar! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  

 
 
 
 

  1 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
12 noon - Lunch Bunch 
@The Peach Tree 
2-3:30 pm - 
Confirmation Class 
@St. John’s, Steelton 

3  - Advent 1 
8:30 am - Word &    
                  Sacrament    
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School       
10:45 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 
1st Sunday Social 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

6 
 
6 pm - Meal @Zion 
7 pm - Advent 
Service @Zion 

7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

7 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10  - Advent 2 
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School   
 9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School       
10:45 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 
6 pm - HAYI  @Caitlyn  
             Smiles 

11 
 
6:30 pm - private 
event 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
5:30 pm - Council 
@The Peachtree 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
6 pm - Meal @Zion 
7 pm  - Advent 
Service @Zion 

 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

14 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
6 pm - private 
event 

 
Ellavene Rutter 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

17 - Advent 3 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday   
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                      Sacrament 
12 noon—Christmas 
Dinner & Caroling 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ava Shertzer 

20 
 
6 pm - Meal @Zion 
7 pm  - Advent 
Service @Zion 

 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

21 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caleb Guldner 
Sandra Haney 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Katharina Kresicher 
Alex Parson 

24 - Advent 4  
10:00 am - Word & 
                  Sacrament 

 
Christmas Eve  

4:00 pm - Worship 
7:00 pm - Worship 
9:30 pm - Worship 

25 - Christmas Day 
 
 
 
 
 

 
office closed 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alexandra Kessler 

27 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 

Robert McCann 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drew Ames 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

31 - Christmas 1 
10:00 am - 5th Sunday 
Combined Service 
@Our Saviour 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship                                                             
8:30 am & 10:45 am                                                        

Holy Eucharist is celebrated                                          
every Sunday.                                                           
Sunday School                                                             

9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


