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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

 The hymn “For All the Saints” is so moving to me.  Not only is it a beautiful tune by Ralph Vaughn 
Williams, but the words to the tune are so thought-provoking.  It is a hymn that is truly triumphant; even 
though we, who still continue our pilgrimage on earth, miss those saints who have passed on.  Yes, as the 
hymn says, “We feebly struggle while they in glory shine; yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.” 
  This All Saints’ Sunday, on November 5th, we remember in particular these saints who have died               
since last year:   
 

Terri Cribari    Patricia DiSciorio    Janet Jones     
November 11, 2016   November 12, 2016   December 6, 2016  
 

Ronald Acri    George Getz, Sr.    John Zart 
January 4, 2017    January 11, 2017    January 17, 2017 
 

Eva Schmelzle     Bessie Jones     Sylvia Zorek 
January 27, 2017    April 21, 2017     May 24, 2017   
 

     Marie Matteo          Frederick Lawrence  
     August 27, 2017         September 21, 2017  

 

 As the hymn text states and as the prayer for All Saints’ Sunday reminds us, we are “knit 
together in one communion in the mystical body of our Lord, Jesus Christ.”  Worship is a coming together then 
of all the saints of every time and of every place.  Each week, it is a reunion of sorts for the saints in heaven 
and on earth.  We proclaim in the communion liturgy these words, “With all the saints, with the choirs of 
angels, and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn.” 

 So, even though it is difficult to be apart from these saints, we look forward to that day of 
celebration, that glorious day to come, when on the last day when the dead will be raised and we will be 
reunited with those who have gone before us.  In the meantime, we faithfully remember the saints in prayer 
and we gather with them in worship.  We honor them because they have fought the good fight, they have kept 
the faith, they have finished the race. 

 Remember them and remember, too, that you are a saint.  And, as much as we might look up 
to those blessed saints of former days, others are looking up to us this day.  So, consider what it is that has 
made each of the persons noted above special.  Maybe it was their gentleness, or maybe it was their 
hospitality.  Maybe it was their generosity, or maybe it was their strength of character.  Maybe it was their 
innocence, or maybe it was their wisdom.  Maybe it was their selflessness, or maybe it was their honesty.  
Consider the attributes of those saints, and consider then as well your own attributes, that those aspects that 
make you who you are may continue to be a blessing for those that come after.  Your saintly gifts are valuable , 
as much as the gifts of the former saints have been of value to you.  Indeed, maybe the best way to think of 
the saints is like successive waves that roll one after another upon that distant shore.  By the virtues of the 
saints one generation after another is carried along and safely carried to our heavenly home. 

 God bless the saints, including you, for you are carrying others by the grace you share in 
yourself. 

      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke          
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for October 2017 

 

November 5 — All Saints Sunday 
Revelations 7:9-17 
Psalm 34:1-10, 22 
1 John 3:1-3 
Matthew 5:1-12 
 
November 12 — Pentecost 23 
Amos 5:18-24 
Psalm 70 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 
 
November 19 — Pentecost 24 
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
Psalm 90:1-12 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Matthew 25:14-30 
 
November 22 — Thanksgiving Eve 
Deuteronomy 8:7-18 
Psalm 65 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
Luke 17:11-19 
 
November 26 — Christ the King 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 95:1-7a 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Matthew 25:31-46 
 
 

Puzzles Needed                                                            
If you have any unwanted puzzles around 
the house that you no longer need/want 
please consider donating them to the                 
Ecumenical Center in Harrisburg.  Donations 
can be brought here & placed on the bottom 
shelf of the mail slots with a note in Jeanette Logan’s box 
that you have placed them there.  Thank You!   

 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship                    
Please join us for worship on Wednesday, 
November 23rd, at 7:00 pm, for our                         
annual Thanksgiving Eve Service.  There is 
no better way to begin the Thanksgiving 
Holiday than by gathering at church to give thanks to God for 
all His good gifts. 

                  

                   

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPDMz_S_1McCFcwVPgodGB8J2Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hislambsonline.org%2Fsermon-series-fhlm-listing.php&ei=h-bkVbDtCcyr-AGYvqTIDQ&psig=AFQjCNF7VmO2i4aDu91o2ewJmb
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About Worship 

 In this article, I want to talk about what kind of God we worship.  For some people say that God is a god 
who is like a watchmaker, such that God created the universe, wound it up, and has not intervened since.  Such 
persons are called deists.  They believe in God as the prime mover, but ever since the creation of the universe God 
has been hands-off when it comes to God’s creation. 
 Why do deists believe in a God like this?  It is primarily a result of the Age of Enlightenment, when science 
began providing natural causes to most everything within creation.  For example, Newtownian physics emerged to 
explain the motion of objects in the universe.  Furthermore, Copernicus disproved the geocentric theory, which 
stated that the earth was at the center of the universe.  Thus, with science disproving so much of what had been 
understood as the effects of a divine being, God was pushed more and more to the sideline.  Even so, science has 
yet been unable to disprove the existence of God as the prime mover.  So, there was still that, and thus we have 
deists. 
 But, a deist is not the same as a Christian.  And, what sets us apart is revelation.  In short, the kind of God 
we worship is a god who reveals God’s self within creation.  Now again, deists frown upon this understanding of 
God, because science disproves any divine revelation.  For them, there are no miracles.  For them, there is no Son 
of God who enters into our world.  For them, God is aloof, remote, and for all practical purposes, indifferent to our 
world and us. 
 On the flip side, Christians worship a God who is intimately connected to this world.  Jesus is the revelation 
of God.  He is God incarnate.  He is God with us.  And, all we need to know about God is revealed in Jesus Christ.  
This is why Martin Luther focused so strongly in his theology on the person of Jesus Christ, because through Christ 
we know God.   

And, what do we learn about our God in Christ Jesus?  God is about abundant love, a love that will give of 
itself completely, a love that is about serving the neighbor.  God is about justice.  God does not forget the outcast, 
the downtrodden, or the destitute.  And, God seeks to right the wrongs in society.  God is about grace.  God is 
about blessing all people by the work of the Spirit active in the world through the church.   

So, there we have it.  We can believe in the god of the deists who is distant and detached or we can                 
worship the God of our Christian faith who has revealed God’s self in the person of Jesus Christ.  Revelation then is  
really what sets us apart from science, natural religion, and so on.  We speak of the creator of the cosmos as one 
who breaks into our world.  God does reveal God’s self.  Thanks be to God. 

Salvation Army Giving Tree  
The Youth Group and The Social Ministry Committee will be placing children's gift requests on a 
Christmas tree in the Narthex.  The tags will be on display when they are received from The                          
Salvation Army.  Church members who would like to purchase gifts can take a tag to buy the gift.  
There will be more information in the bulletin in the coming weeks. 
 
 

Holiday Wreath Sale  
Altrusa International of South Central PA is selling Holiday Wreaths at a cost of $20.00 per wreath. 
The wreaths are made with fresh evergreens at the time of the order and trimmed with a bow.    
Orders are due by November 10, 2017 and will be delivered around November 24, 2017. Payment 
is due at time of delivery. A sign up sheet is in the Narthex. Any questions please see Deb Flage, 
Anneke Fleming, Joy Warner or Donna Miller. Thank you for your support. 
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           A Word on Stewardship                                                                                           
 Our church is looking for a volunteer photographer!  

Do you like to take pictures?  Are you willing to have your camera (or camera phone) with you at church 
events and to snap a few shots?  Are you willing to include those pictures in the newsletter, on the website, or 
church bulletin board?  And, would you mind doing this as a volunteer?  If you answer “yes” to these questions, 
then our church would welcome you as our volunteer photographer.   

At the last Growing Stewards event, we talked about how important it is for the sake of stewardship to be 
able to understand the mission of the church.  Indeed, people contribute to organizations where they see their 
money making a difference.  Think about those organizations to which you contribute.   We give to organizations 
where we feel our contributions are making a difference.  We are excited when an organization impacts people’s 
lives, or affects the world in a positive way.  We feel that when we contribute to such an organization, we are part 
of something bigger than ourselves.   

The question then we as a church need to ask ourselves is how well do we tell our story.  Is our church’s 
mission clearly observed in our ministry in the world?  Do we ourselves feel a sense of satisfaction when giving 
our offering to the church, such that we are confident that those financial resources are being put to a good use?  
Now, I would hope we would respond with a resounding, “Yes, our work as a church is quite visible.”   

But, is there not always room for improvement, which brings me back to my appeal for a volunteer to 
serve as our church photographer.  It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words.  It would be great to be 
able to include more pictures in our newsletter, or on our bulletin board, or on the church’s website, of the                          
ongoing events here our Our Saviour.  Now, maybe we don’t find volunteer photographer, per se.  Okay.  But, 
perhaps, I could then simply ask all of us, when we are thinking of it, to take some pictures of whatever that 
church event is we happen to be attending at the time.  And, then, please send those pictures in to our church 
secretary (Barb Johnson) or to our website manager (Alice Lubrecht).  That would be really great.  We already 
have some individuals who will take pictures on occasion, which then appear around the church.  But, what I am 
really hoping for is a more consistent telling of our church’s story through pictures. 

So please consider this opportunity and let me know if you are interested.  Thanks.     

Christian Education news                                                                                                                                                               
We now have three Sunday school classes:  one for kids in grades 1-7, one for youth in grades 
8-12, and one for adults.  Material is available for younger children, if anyone would like to 
start a class for that age group.  For more information, please contact Robin Ames at                                     
717-230-8441 or rea413@verizon.net. 
 

Nawakwa Retreat                                                                                                                                                                                  
The annual family Nawakwa retreat will be held Friday, January 19, through Sunday, January 21.  
Please note that this is one week later than in past years.  For information about the retreat, 
please contact Sue Reilly at maxandmylesmom@msn.com or Robin Ames at rea413@verizon.net. 

mailto:rea413@verizon.net
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      Dear Padre, 

 
I am curious about where the term “leap of faith” comes from?  Can you shed any light on it on who 
coined the phrase? 
 
Signed, Leaping Lutheran  
 
Dear Leaping Lutheran, 
 
 The phrase “leap of faith” is actually attributed to a Lutheran theologian by the name of Soren Kierkegaard.  
Kierkegaard was a Dane who was born on May 5, 1813 and died on November 11, 1855.  He is commemorated this 
month by the Lutheran Church on November 11th. 
 What does the phrase “leap of faith” mean?  In our culture, we use it to refer to an individual who is 
pondering some difficult decision.  Someone questions whether they should enter into marriage with their 
significant other, and we might say to them, “Well, maybe you should take a leap of faith.”  Or, someone is 
wondering whether they should invest their money in a particular way, and again we might advise them to take “a 
leap of faith.”  Or maybe someone is not sure about going down the water slide, and we encourage them quite 
literally to take “a leap of faith.” 
 For Kierkegaard, the leap of faith refers to the transition from one state of being to another.  He felt a 
person cannot exist in two states simultaneously.  For instance, a person can make a leap that propels them 
through a rite of passage, moving them from a sense of innocence to maturity.  Think of Adam and Eve when they 
“leap,” that is, when they choose to eat the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  As a result of their 
leap, they move from one state of being to another.  They go from almost childlike ignorance to understanding.  In 
the same way, Kierkegaard felt that accepting Christianity required a leap of faith due to the paradoxes that exist in 
Christianity.  One can debate the verity for Christianity forever, or one can simply take a leap and believe in the 
Christian faith, which then moves us to a different state of being.  And the rite of passage for Christians, that which 
we call baptism, has also been termed “Enlightenment.”  There is a new understanding through baptism.  There is 
a rite of passage which takes place.  There is a new state of being. 
 When we think about it, life consists of leaps of faith all the time.  When we get up and out of bed in the 
morning, we have made a leap of faith.  When we accept new responsibilities in life, whether in becoming parents, 
or in our careers, etc., we take a leap of faith.  And, it really does feel as though Kierkegaard is right, that we move 
from one state of being to another, because of that leap of faith.  And, we are new creations such that we have 
greater understanding with regards to the living of our lives in God’s grace. 
 Thanks for your question. 
 
Signed, Padre     
                                                                                                                          

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Poinsettias                                                     
You have the opportunity to order Christmas poinsettias to 
beautify God’s House.  This year the cost for the red or white 
poinsettias is $10.00 for a 5+ bloom plant.  Please look in the 
upcoming bulletins for the order form.  If you have any                    
questions, please call Connie Johnson at 652-4394.                             
Remember:  Deadline is November 26th. 
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            Your Invitation to “Growing Through Grief” … 

 Have you lost someone who was dear to you in recent months or during the past two years?   Are you facing your 
first or second holiday season without your friend or loved one?  Because each of us has lost loved ones and close 
friends, we at Grane Hospice can appreciate something of the hurt which you may be experiencing these days.    

We don’t profess to be experts on grief recovery.  We don’t claim to be the only or the best guides out there.  We 
certainly don’t promise some quick fix to end your emotional pain.   But we want you to know that we care and 
we’re willing to be companions with you on your grief journey.   We also know from personal experience and from 
outcome evidence that a person’s grief recovery is often helped when they invest a few hours and attend a grief 
recovery seminar and support group experience.   

That’s why Grane Hospice is hosting “Growing Through Grief,” a three-session grief recovery seminar and support 
group.   This group will meet at the new Grane Hospice office, 1200 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill, on Wednesdays, 
November 1, 8 and 15.  To better accommodate your schedule and preferences, we’re offering groups at two 
different times on these dates.  One group will meet in the afternoon from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.   One group will 
meet in the evening from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.    

The main questions we’ll explore are these:  “How can I grow through this season of grief and loss?   What wise 
counsel and strategies will best enable me to fulfill the four main tasks of healthy grieving?  How can I survive the 
coming holidays?”    We want to offer this kind of teaching and support group experience for you and for anyone 
you may care to invite to this group.   Light refreshments and resources will be provided.   Pre-registration is                  
requested by phoning Grane Hospice at 717-763-4001.  Questions?   Please ask for Grane Hospice Bereavement 
Counselor Gary Bruland, LPC, at ext. 10446.             

Our 2017-2018 Church Council                                                                                        
Drew Ames, President                                                                                                                                                                               
Toby Drake, Vice-President                                                                                                                                                                            
Nancy Pinko, Secretary                                                                                                                                                                               
James Lubrecht, Treasurer                                                                                                                                                                           
Joan Bateman                                                                                                                                                                                               
Linda Freed                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Herb Logan                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Jessica Logan                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Kathleen Sheetz                                                                                                                                                                                                
Joy Warnick                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Pastor Joel Petruschke 

“From the Mouth of Babes”                              

A little boy was in a relative’s wedding.  As he was 
coming down the aisle, he would take two steps, 
stop, and turn to the crowd.  While facing the 
crowd, he would put his hands up like claws and 
roar.  So it went, step, step, ROAR, step, step, 
ROAR all the way down the aisle.  As you can                
imagine the crowd was near tears from laughing 
so hard by the time he reached the pulpit.  When 
asked what he was doing, the child sniffed and 
said, “I was being the Ring Bear. 
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        FINANCIAL REPORT   

 Sept 30, 2017    

     

ENVELOPES AND PLATE $113,596.55    

FUND RAISING $34,662.52    

FELLOWSHIP HALL RENTAL $485.00    

    TOTAL INCOME $148,744.67    

     

EXPENSE  $168,929.50    

     

DEFICIT  ($20,184.83)   

     

MORTGAGE BALANCE $20,162.15    

     

       PNC ACCOUNTS:    

     

     

CURRENT FUND $11,930.44   

MEMORIAL FUND $35,905.04   

     

     

       THRIVENT ACCOUNTS    

     

     

REGULAR MUTUALS $91,700.44   

SCHOLARSHIP MUTUALS $106,987.04   

     

     

       SANTANDER ACCOUNT    

     

     

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION $5,158.59   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  

 
 
 
 

1 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

Kathleen Sheetz 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 

 
 
 
 

5  - All Saints Sunday 
8:30 am - Word &    
                  Sacrament    
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School       
10:45 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 
2-3:30 pm -    
Confirmation Class 
@St. John’s, Steelton 

6 
 
 
6 pm - Welcome 
Committee 
 
 
 
 

 

7 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

8 
 
7 pm - Council  
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Pitassi 

9 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 

10 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diane Gill 
Maxwell Reilly 

12 - Pentecost 23 
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School       
10:45 am  - Share the 
Word, Share the 
Harvest 
Luncheon following 
worship 

Megan Neil 

13 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

14 
 
7 pm - Capital 
Planning Meeting 
 
 
 
 

Eva Lang 

15 
 

7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

16 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Otis Martin 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19 - Pentecost 24 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday   
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                      Sacrament 
2-3:30 pm - 
Confirmation Class 
@St. John’s, Steelton 
deadline for      
December newsletter 

20 
 
 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
7 pm - 
Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

office closed 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 

office closed 
 
 
 

 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paige Fowler 

26 - Christ the King 
8:30 am - Word & 
                  Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                Sacrament 

Caleb Halfond 

27 
 
 
 
 

 
 

28 
 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 
 
 

 

29 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 

Tiffany Crosby 

30 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

John Ames 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship                                                             
8:30 am & 10:45 am                                                        

Holy Eucharist is celebrated                                          
every Sunday.                                                           
Sunday School                                                             

9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


