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Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 If we weren’t aware, this is a big month in the life of our Lutheran denomination.  On October 31st, five 
hundred years ago, in 1517, a German monk by the name of Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses to the door of 
the castle church in Wittenberg.  His action sparked the Reformation and turned Christendom on its head.   

It is amazing to think that this took place five hundred years ago!  It is amazing to think that one piece 
of paper could cause such an uproar!  It is amazing to think that one person could change the world!   

In truth, Luther had a lot of help.  The printing press helped to disseminate the 95 Theses as well as 
Luther’s other writings.  There was also Prince Frederick of Saxony who protected Luther when he was 
condemned an outlaw.  There was the general milieu within Germany and elsewhere, such that people 
suffered under the abuses of the church and feudalism.  The time was ripe for reform, and Luther came along 
at just the right moment.  Because everything was aligned just so, the Reformation ran its course, and so 
began the Lutheran denomination, along with the many protestant denominations. 

Interestingly, enough, it seems that about every 500 years, a great re-shaping of the church takes 
place.  Five hundred years ago, it was Martin Luther and the Reformation. About five hundred years before 
that, it was the Great Schism (1054 A.D.), when the church split between the Roman Catholic Church in the 
West and the Orthodox Church in the East.  Before that, there was Emperor Constantine, who in the late 4th 
century, early 5th century established Christianity as the official religion of the Roman Empire.  Prior to that, in 
the Roman Empire the church was but a movement still gaining traction, while suffering periodic persecution.   

Today, the majority of Christians in the Church can’t help but feel the Church is on the cusp of another 
great re-shaping.  In a postmodern age where science provides truth, where secularism is rampant, and where 
God has been declared dead, what will Christianity come to be?  Is it even still relevant?  I would argue that 
yes, it is still relevant. 

Christianity provides much that the world needs particularly at this dire moment.  It offers, for 
instance, an alternative to the “Me First” mentality.  In short, Christianity is about being selfless; it seeks to be 
a blessing for the neighbor and for the world, and not a blessing for the self.  Christianity is about being 
hospitable; it is about grace.  Christianity also seeks to reconcile, to heal, and to restore, as oppose to divide, to 
destroy, and to take.  Christianity is sincerely concerned about the well-being of the planet, its creatures, and 
the human race.  Christianity also seeks to speak the bold truth about injustice and oppression; it does not 
cower in fear nor does it ever remain silent.  And, Christianity is foremost about death and resurrection, and so 
it also recognizes that if its present manifestation is not working in the world to do the above things, then it 
needs to die, so that it can be reborn as something new.  And that may be exactly what is going on with 
Christianity in our present time, just like during the time of Martin Luther.  In the early 16th century, 
Christianity ceased to be what God had intended it to be; it no more served effectively in the world, and so 
God called his servant Martin Luther to affect the change Christianity needed. 

We pray that God might bring the change Christianity needs in our day.  We pray that God might raise 
up a new herald to bring that change.  We pray that we might be willing to be open as a Church to the change 
that needs to happen.  Ultimately, we pray that we may be faithful to God, just like Luther, who never set out 
to change the world, but only sought be remain faithful to the gospel, which in turn led to the Reformation.  If 
we can but remain faithful, who knows where God may lead us in the future.  Thanks be to God. 

      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke 
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for October 2017 

 

October 1 — Pentecost 17 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Psalm 25:1-9 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 
 
October 8 — Pentecost 18 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:7-15 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 
 
October 15 — Pentecost 19 
Isaiah 25:1-9 
Psalm 23 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 
 
October 22 — Pentecost 20 
Isaiah 45:1-7 
Psalm 96:1-13 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22 
 
October 29 — Reformation Sunday 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 46 
Romans 3:19-28 
John 8:31-36 
 
 

Puzzles Needed                                                            
If you have any unwanted puzzles around 
the house that you no longer need/want 
please consider donating them to the Ecu-
menical Center in Harrisburg.  Donations can 
be brought here & placed on the bottom 
shelf of the mail slots with a note in Jeanette Logan’s box 
that you have placed them there.  Thank You!   

                   

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry                                                                                                                                     
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet one last time for this 
year.  We will meet on Tuesday, October 24th beginning at 
6:00 p.m. at the church.  Please remember that Prayer 
Shawls, as well as other items such as chemo caps and lap 
afghans for those in wheelchairs, are available on the wall 
display in the Narthex by the Sanctuary door.  Also, in a 
basket by this display, are mini-shawls.  Help yourself.                                                                     
Andrea Faber,                                                                                     
Prayer Shawl Ministry                                                                    
Coordinator 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPDMz_S_1McCFcwVPgodGB8J2Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hislambsonline.org%2Fsermon-series-fhlm-listing.php&ei=h-bkVbDtCcyr-AGYvqTIDQ&psig=AFQjCNF7VmO2i4aDu91o2ewJmb
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About Worship 

 In this month’s article, I want to talk about hospitality in worship.  Hospitality is an important concept in 
the Bible. In Leviticus 19:34, it says, “The stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among you, 
and thou shalt love him as thyself.”  And again, in Hebrews 13:2, it says, “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: 
for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.”  So, we hear the Biblical call to be hospitable to strangers.  
 But, I want us also to consider our hospitality to those who are worshippers with us in church, the people 
with whom we sit during service.  For it has been brought to my attention, that there are some for whom the                     
sanctuary is too cold, and there are some for whom the sanctuary is too hot.  Please excuse me, if I am beginning 
to sound like the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  For some, who are too hot, they proceed to turn the air 
conditioning units on.  And, for others, who are too cold, they proceed to turn the AC units off. 
 Now, I recognize that as creatures of habit, we have particular pews to which we gravitate.  But, if we do 
tend to be among those who are too cold during worship (i.e. during hotter days when the AC units need to run), I 
would ask for the sake of hospitality that you please consider choosing a seat further from the AC units.  This 
would allow for those who need cooler temperatures to find a seat nearer the AC units.  And, vice versa for when 
the AC units are producing warm air during colder days; those who tend to be cold during worship should be able 
to find seats on those colder days, because those who tend to be generally warmer anyway were so kind as to sit 
further from AC units.  I hope this seems like a practical solution, and again it is all about hospitality ultimately.   
 We want everyone to feel comfortable in worship.  We want everyone to be able to say, “That seat was not 
too cold, and that seat was not too hot.  That seat, MY seat, was just right.  It was just right because of my                
fellow worshippers’ courtesy.”  Thank you for your understanding.    
 

Just A Reminder                                        
Our Third Tuesday Clean Up crew                                                   
will meet just one more time.  Please                                          
join us on October 17th.   We usually                                                 
start at 3:00 in the afternoon and                                                      
work until we’re done.  Come out and help us beautify 
the grounds of Our Saviour. 

Family Promise                                                                                                                                                                               
Family Promise begins on October 8th and we need lots of helpers.  In particular, we need volunteers to stay                  
overnight -- yes, you can sleep and the families leave at 6:30 AM.  We also need volunteers to provide and serve 
the evening meal, van drivers to transport the families from the Day Center, and donations of snacks and fruit for 
the week.  Please consider helping these families who need a safe place to stay until they find their forever home.  
Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex. 

Also, Family Promise is having an art auction coming up to raise money for the organization.                                          
Check out the information on the flyer in the Narthex.  This year they will feature work from                                           
local artists only and even some from the children in the program.   Thank you for all you do to                                                
make this ministry a success.  Sara Smith                                                                                                                    

Thank you!                                                      
Thank you to all who helped with 
the GermanFest Silent Auction.   
Whether you donated items, 
helped with set up, helped to run the auction that 
day, attended and bid on items or helped with 
cleanup, every part of the auction is very important 
to be successful.   Again, thank you!                                        
Andrea Faber, Silent Auction Coordinator                                                             
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           A Word on Stewardship                                                                                           
 At the congregational meeting on the September 24th, we talked about the Scholarship Program we have 
here at Our Saviour Lutheran Church.  In particular, we discussed the congregation council’s suggestion to the 
congregation to suspend the current program and to engage legal counsel so as to review the program.  Leading 
up to the congregational meeting, the council had been reviewing the program and had some concerns about it.  
Specifically, council has been concerned about making sure we comply with the law in the implementation of 
such a scholarship for our youth.  The program had initially been implemented back in the 1990’s, and as laws 
change over time, we need to make sure we are compliant.  In addition, council has been concerned about                         
certain logistical matters.  For instance, it may no longer be feasible to have a scholarship committee given our 
congregational size.  It is difficult to find enough individuals to serve on such a committee, and who do not have a 
conflict of interest, that is, have some familial relation to recipients of the scholarship. 
  With all this said, we, the member of congregation council and the members of Our Saviour as a whole 
are still hopeful to find a way to offer a scholarship to our youth.  During our council meetings, we had something 
of a revelation.  We recognize that the scholarship fund is upwards of $100,000.  That money has been earning 
interest over the years, and at times receiving additional contributions through the budget allocations, when 
needed to replenish the fund; for, periodically, there have been withdrawals to pay out scholarships to the youth. 
 So we have a large sum of money with which we could do some powerful ministry.  And, the idea 
emerged in council that we ought to re-envision the purpose of the Scholarship Program, whereby the monies are 
not there simply to incentivize the youth to remain connected to the church, but instead, the monies are there to 
develop the faith formation of our youth and to do the work of the gospel by supporting our youth to do mission 
work both locally and globally. 
 Imagine our youth going on a Mission Trip to help with relief efforts in devastated areas, and whereby 
such a project is funded by the Scholarship Fund.  Imagine our youth envisioning a project in our area, maybe 
something along the line of our Hanna Hope Garden.  Maybe it is a building a repository for books by the bus stop 
on the corner of our church property.  This repository, complete with sitting bench, would serve as a little public 
lending library.  This is actually something we are already envisioning.   But, imagine our youth spearheading the 
project, which again is funded by the Scholarship Fund.  And, upon completion of the project, and maybe with a 
personal essay explaining what the youth has learned and how they have grown…imagine our youth then                   
receiving a gift from the church to support their continue education and future calling in the world, whatever that 
vocation may be.  Imagine the potential for the proclamation of the gospel, for the strengthening of our youth in 
their faith, and the betterment of communities near and far.  Imagine this, and then realize that we already have 
the means, and we already have the youth.  It is just a matter of making it a reality.  Imagine…         

Music Notes: Come, and Make a Joyful Noise!             
 
Choir Rehearsals have started! 
Adult Choir:  Wednesdays at 7 pm 
Chimes/Boomwhacker Choir:  Thursdays at 6 pm 
The Adult Choir is open to anyone 12 years of age or older, and the Chimes/Boomwhacker 
Choir is open to anyone 9 years old or older.  The ability to read music is                              
not required; we will help you learn the music even if you can’t read it. 
If anyone ages 6 through 12 wants to be in a Children's Choir, please see Margaret Quintanar or call her at (717) 
448-0295.  We will try to find a day and time that works for everyone.  
We briefly had a liturgical dance group.  If anyone is interested in reviving this group, please see or call Margaret. 
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      Dear Padre, 

 
In Numbers 12, both Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because Moses had married a Cushite 
woman (Numbers 12:1).  God responds by punishing only Miriam, and not both Miriam and Aaron.  
Why is only Miriam punished?  Is it because she was a woman? 
 
Signed, Puzzled by the Punishment 
 
Dear “Puzzled,” 
 

That is a great question, and it is very observant of you to notice this detail.  My initial thought is the same 
as yours; she alone was punished because she was a woman, being that these were patriarchal times.  But, in 
researching the question further, here is what I found out.  It may be that this story was originally about Miriam 
only, and Aaron was added secondarily.  And so, we don’t have any description of Aaron’s punishment.  Another 
explanation may be that the writer of the story simply could not tolerate having Aaron, the high priest, rendered 
unclean by leprosy.  The requirements of purity or cleanness for the priests were very strict.  In Leviticus 21:16-21, 
we read quite plainly that those who are to serve the Lord (namely, Aaron) have to be in pristine physical shape.  In 
particular, they may exhibit no blemish on their body.  Thus, having leprosy would exclude Aaron from serving the 
Lord as high priest. 

 Thanks for your question. 
  
Signed, Padre   

 

Upcoming Lutheran Camping Corp. Events 

Fall Foliage Day    @Kirchenwald & Nawakwa     Sunday, Oct. 22nd from 1-6 pm     registration is $7/person by 10/13 
Women’s Craft Retreat     @Nawakwa     the weekend of Nov. 10-12     registration fee:  $145 - register by 11/1 
Advent Day Apart     @The Wittel Farm     Saturday, Dec. 9th  from 10 am - 2 pm     registration is $15, lunch is        
 provided     register by 11/24                                                                                                                                                
Kirchenwald Winter Youth Retreat     the weekend of Jan. 5-7, 2018     registration is $135 - register by 12/15 

Information about any of these events can be found online at:  www.LutheranCamping.org or call 717-677-8211. 

Frey Village Upcoming Events                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Candy Carnival     Saturday, Oct. 14th from 12 noon - 4 pm with food, games,  face painting & live entertainment 

 

Growing Stewards                                                                                                                          
The final event of the Growing Stewards series will be held at the Synod Office, 900 S. Arlington Ave., on                             
Saturday, October 14th, from 8:30-11 am.   

 

Social Ministry                                                                                                                         
There will be a Social Ministry meeting on Sunday, October 8th immediately following our 2nd worship service.      
Please mark your calendar & plan to attend.  Thank you. 
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Thank you                                                                                                                                 
Dear Pastor Joel, Barb, and members & friends of Our Saviour,   
On behalf of my family,  I thank you so very much for all of your prayers, support, visits, and                                                          
cards that you generously gave to my mother Marie Matteo during the past 8 years that she                                                   
came to live in Central PA.  On August 27, she passed into eternal life with our Lord.  My church                                           
family has provided me with many blessings and I am truly grateful.                                                                                                                                                                                     
Peace, Carol Ranck and the Matteo family.   

 

          Festival Concert                                                                                                                
On October 22, 2017 at 2:30 pm there will be a 250th Anniversary Festival Concert held at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church in Middletown (located at Spring & Union St.).  This concert will feature their Community Choir, the Lititz 
Moravian Trombone Choir and past organists.  Directing the choir and/or playing the organ, along with their                      
Cantor, Joyce Gerstenlauer, will be Janice Mills, Shirley Newhart, Herb Fowler, The Rev. Elaine Dent, David Binkley 
and Dr. Robert Lau.  This concert of festive organ music, their 40 member Anniversary choir plus uplifting brass                   
music is free.  The featured choral piece will be a new commissioned anniversary choral anthem, God is Our Refuge 
and Strength, composed by Dr. Robert Lau.  For more information, email Joyce at  cantor@stpetersmiddletown.org 
or call 717-514-2935.  

You Are Invited                                                                                                                   
You are invited to join President Theresa F. Latini for refreshments and conversation about United Lutheran                      
Seminary on Thursday, October 12th starting at 2:30 pm.  This will be held at St. Peter Lutheran Church located at 
10 Delp Rd. in Lancaster, PA.  Please RSVP by October 1st by contacting Rev. Martin Otto Zimmann at                           
mzimmann@uls.edu or 717-338-3011.  

A Book on the Reformation                                                                                                                                                    
Concordia Publishing House has published a very nice book on the Reformation.  There is a sample of it on a table 
in the Narthex.  This is a hardback book of 250 pages & the cost is only $22.49.  Take a look at the sample & if you 
are interested in purchasing one there is also a sign-up sheet  on the table with an envelope for your payment.  
(If paying by check please note “Reformation Book” on your check memo line.) We must have all orders no later 
than Sunday, October 15th.                                                                                                                                                                                 
If we do not have payment, your order will not be submitted. 
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      The Hanna Hope Garden has been harvested! 
On September 11, 2017, the students of the Interact Club at Susquehanna Township High School                         

harvested the garden on our church grounds.  The garden is known as “Hanna Hope Garden.”  Why this name?  
“Hanna” is short for “Susquehanna,” and the garden is meant to give “Hope” to others.  Mrs. Joan Tracy at the 
high school    facilitates the Interact Club.  She and Diane Lehrman were pivotal in getting the garden started, along 
with help from the local Rotary Club.  Produce from the garden goes to Manna Food Pantry located at 56 Banks 
Street in Penbrook.  The garden is a wonderful example of what can happen when different groups partner                       
together around a common vision. 

This first year’s harvest consisted solely of Red Norland Potatoes.  With all the wonderful rain God                     
provided over the growing season, this year’s harvest was very abundant and included more of a variety, yielding 
70 freezer bags of kale, 95 pounds of butternut squash, 60 pounds of potatoes and 25 pounds of onions.  In                 
addition to the work of the students to make this produce available, they have also provided recipes for kale, so 
that recipients can incorporate the vegetable into their diet.  Please enjoy the pictures, and let us give thanks for 
God’s grace in providing success to this project. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
1 - Pentecost 17 
8:30 am - Word &    
                  Sacrament     
9:30 am - Sunday   
                  School      
10:45 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 
1st Sunday Social 
3 pm - Pet Blessing 

2 
 
6 pm - Welcome 
Committee 
 
 
 

3 
  
7 pm - Capital 
Planning Meeting 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eva Farling 

7 
 

 
 
 
 

8  - Pentecost 18 
8:30 am - Word &    
                  Sacrament    
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School       
10:45 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 
2-3:30 pm -    
Confirmation Class 
@St. Peter’s, Highspire 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hosting Family  
<- - - - -  - Promise - 
 

10 
 
7 pm - Altar Guild 
 

 
 
 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

11 
 
7 pm - Council  
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

David Shertzer 

12 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Kallie Beachtel 

13 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Tyler Cristaldi 

14 
8:30-11 am - Growing 
Steward’s Event 
@Synod Office 
In-Betweener’s  dinner 
& play @Rainbow 
Comedy Playhouse 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - > 

Nadine Martin 

15 - Pentecost 19 
8:30 am - Healing 
                  Service  
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School       
10:45 am  - Healing   
                  Service 
deadline for 
November newsletter 

16 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Antonetta Fleming 

17 
 
 
3 pm - 3rd Tuesday 
Clean-up 
 
 

Jamie Barr 
Stephen Flournoy 

18 
 

 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 

19 
 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hayden Brittelli 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashleigh Gill 

22 - Pentecost 20 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday   
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                      Sacrament 
2-3:30 pm - 
Confirmation Class @St. 
Peter’s, Highspire 

Malane Digon 
Rickey Ecklund 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
6-8 pm - Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 
 

George  
Schreffler, III 

Larry Wilt 

25 
 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Madeline 
Schreffler 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jim Lubrecht 

29 - Reformation 
8:30 am - Word & 
                  Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday  
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                Sacrament 
 

30 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Charles Shuler 

31 
 
 
 
 
 

Ada Heberle 
Mark Zimmerman 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship                                                             
8:30 am & 10:45 am                                                        

Holy Eucharist is celebrated                                          
every Sunday.                                                           
Sunday School                                                             

9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


