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 Newsletter of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 
420 North Progress Avenue 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,     

 It’s September, and it is that time of year when we are in transition.  The children are transitioning 
back to school.  They are transitioning from leisure time to sports, music, and academic schedules.  Parents are 
transitioning from the relaxing days of summer to the regular routine of work, not to mention chauffeuring 
duties.  And, soon we will all be transitioning, if we haven’t done so already, from shorts and T-shirts, and 
sandals to long pants, and sweaters, and warmer footwear.    

 

The church is transitioning as well.  We will be transitioning back to our fall worship schedule on 
September 17th.  Worship will be at 8:30 and 10:45am.  Please note that the Sunday before, September 10th 
(the Sunday after GermanFest), we will have only one worship service at 10:00am.  We will also be 
transitioning back to holding Sunday School and confirmation classes.  Sunday School will start on September 
17th, at 9:30am.  Confirmation will begin on September 17th, at 2:00pm at St. Peter’s in Highspire.  Confirmtion 
will be a little different this year; we are doing confirmation together with St. Peter’s Lutheran in Highspire and 
Salem Lutheran in Oberlin.  We are also transitioning back into our fall activities at church.  Adult choir and bell 
choir will be getting up and running soon.  And, likewise, Bible Study will begin meeting this month as well.  
Please note that we will be focusing on Martin Luther and the Reformation during our Bible Study meetings, 
because we are in the 500th anniversary year of the start of the Reformation.  Other church groups and 
committees will be starting up as well following a summer hiatus.  Please take notice of the church calendar in 
this newsletter for dates and times of all the church activities.  Yes, the church is definitely in a time of 
transition. 

 

Transition time can be a challenging time.  I know, for instance, with my kids that with regards to a 
transition, Kathy and I just can’t say to them, “Okay, we are going,” when we are leaving the house.  No, we 
need to start well in advance to the time of the transition.  We have to say to them that we are leaving in a half 
hour.  And, then we have to remind them that we are leaving in fifteen minutes, reminding them to get their 
shoes on.  And, then we have to remind them yet again to be ready to get in the car in five minutes.  There is a 
whole process to helping our kids get prepared for the transition.  I think it is the same for us as adults. 

 

So, bear with me as I provide some help for us with our transition back into the church’s fall schedule.  
First, as I said, do take a look at the calendar in this newsletter.  And, don’t just take a look at it, post it in a 
very visible place in your home, so that you will be sure to refer to it often and know what is taking place at 
church.  Second, begin making the concerted effort to get back into a regular rhythm of church attendance.  It 
might be a good idea to set your alarm clock on Saturday evenings, so as to be able to rise and shine for church 
on Sunday morning.  You might even want to set your clothes out the night before in anticipation of the 
morning rush.  And finally, devote time in your every day schedule for prayer and Bible reading, so that you 
begin again to keep God in the center of your life, which will help cultivate a desire to be in worship and to be 
among God’s people at the various activities of Our Saviour Lutheran.         

    
Yes, we are in that time of transition, but as opposed to it becoming an anxious time for us (I know it 

can feel that way in my household), it can truly be a time of blessing.  It can be a blessing particularly when we 
are focused on what truly is the meaning and purpose of our lives, that is, the praise and love of God and the 
service of the neighbor.  Let us transition well back into the fall routine by transitioning back into a fervent 
devotion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

     In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke 
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for September 2017 

 

September 3 — Pentecost 13 
Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Psalm 26:1-8 
Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 
 
September 10 — Pentecost 14 
Ezekiel 33:7-11 
Psalm 119:33-40 
Romans 13:8-14 
Matthew 18:15-20 
 
September 17 — Pentecost 15 
Genesis 50:15-21 
Psalm 103:1-13 
Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18:21-35 
 
September 24 — Pentecost 16 
Jonah 3:10 - 4:11 
Psalm 145:1-8 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 
 

PBS to air “Martin Luther:       
The Idea that Changed the 
World”                                                        
On Tuesday, Sept. 12th, at 8 pm EDT, PBS gives 
the Reformation television exposure when it 
airs “Martin Luther:  The Idea that changed the World.”  
Learn more about the film at NewLutherMovie.com/ELCA.   
  

“Save the Date”                                                       
Our next hosting week for Family Promise 
will begin on October 8th.  We need lots of 
volunteers to make this a success.  More 
information to follow next month.                      
Thanks, Sara Smith             

Puzzles Needed                                                            
If you have any unwanted puzzles around the house that you 
no longer need/want please consider donating them to the 
Ecumenical Center in Harrisburg.  Donations 
can be brought here & placed on the bottom 
shelf of the mail slots with a note in Jeanette 
Logan’s box that you have placed them 
there.  Thank You!   

                   

 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
We will have our annual  congregational 
meeting on Sunday, Sept. 24th between worship 
services starting at 9:30 am.  Please mark your 
calendars & plan to attend.  At this meeting we 
will have our election of new council members 
& handle other business. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPDMz_S_1McCFcwVPgodGB8J2Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hislambsonline.org%2Fsermon-series-fhlm-listing.php&ei=h-bkVbDtCcyr-AGYvqTIDQ&psig=AFQjCNF7VmO2i4aDu91o2ewJmb
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About Worship 

 Come this fall, our congregation is going to start chanting the psalm during worship.  For the ancient Jews, 
the book of Psalms in the Old Testament is the equivalent of our modern day hymnal.  They used the book of 
Psalms during their worship services.  The psalms were no doubt chanted in the form of a call and response.  A 
leader would chant a verse and the congregation would respond with the subsequent verse, and the leader would 
then chant the next verse, so on and so forth.  It would have been similar to how we utilize the psalms in our  
worship, except that they chanted the psalms, instead of reading them.  By chanting the psalm we will be  
re-connecting with our ancient roots. 
 Many congregations today do indeed chant the psalms.  During the fifth Sunday combined services at 
Good Shepherd and Zion, we probably noticed that those congregations chant the psalms.  Our Worship and Music 
Committee thought it would be beneficial for our congregation to begin chanting the psalms as well.  We pray that 
it will be a welcomed addition to the service.  Yet, we realize it may take some time for us to become familiar with 
this practice.     
 We will have a leader or a group of leaders (perhaps, the choir) facilitate the chanting of the psalm at each 
service.  We recognize that our present readers may not feel comfortable with chanting the psalm, so I want to 
assure those readers that, if they so choose, we will find someone to chant the psalm, even if it ends up being me 
(Pastor Joel).   
 If we have noticed, there are marks in each psalm verse.  Those marks indicate when the tone of the psalm 
moves.  The psalm is intoned on a given note and then moves when it reaches the given mark in the verse.  It is not 
too terribly difficult, and I have the greatest of confidence that soon enough chanting the psalm will become                    
second nature to us.  We will be working through this during the fall, so please don’t worry.  Let me thank you in 
advance for your patience and understanding. 

Just A Reminder                                        
Our Third Tuesday Clean Up crew is                                                      
up & working.  Please join us on                                                         
September 19th.   We usually                                                 
start at 3:00 in the afternoon and                                                      
work until we’re done.  Come out and help us beautify 
the grounds of Our Saviour. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry                                                                                                                                     
The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to meet on the 
fourth Tuesday of the month, beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
at the church.  Our next  meeting will be September 
26th.  You need not know how to knit or crochet to 
participate; nor must you be a member of the church.   
We will teach you – young and not-so-young!  Prayer 
Shawls, as well as other items such as chemo caps 
and lap afghans for those in wheelchairs, are                                
available on the wall display in the Narthex by the 
Sanctuary door.  Also, in a basket by this display, are 
mini-shawls.  Help yourself.                                                                     
Andrea Faber,                                                                                     
Prayer Shawl Ministry                                                                    
Coordinator 

New College Address 
for Daniel:                                      
Daniel Logan                                       
Messiah College                                 
One College Ave, Unit 6238                       
Mechanicsburg, PA  17055   

    

An Invitation to Our Ladies                                                                                                    
The Women of Zion would like to invite any interested women to attend their Women’s Gathering and Bible 
Study.  The September Gathering will take place on Monday, Sept. 11th at 10 am in the church parlor.  The Bible 
Study will focus on the Apostles’ Creed - “We Believe in God.”  All women are welcome.  Come join them for a 
morning of learning and fellowship.  Light refreshments will be served prior to the meeting. 
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           A Word on Stewardship                                                                                           
 Our congregation was very blessed recently.  Not long ago we received a significant bequest from the  
estate of a George “Pete” Getz.  Pete had requested that this gift be used to pay off the outstanding balance of 
our mortgage.  It will go a long way to do so, but will not erase the entire debt.  At our upcoming congregational 
meeting this month, our congregational council will ask the congregation to consider using monies from our  
holdings to pay off the rest of the mortgage.  This would remove the burden of monthly mortgage payments in 
the amount of $1,600.  As a result, the council expects that we will have opportunities for new mission. 
 Our congregation is extremely grateful to Pete and to his family.  By such a gracious gift, his personal   
impact in allowing the work of the gospel to carry on well beyond his life is truly extraordinary.  Our congregation 
is thankful to all who make gifts to the church in their wills.  We are blessed by faithful members who devote their 
time and energy to the mission of the church, so that the ministries of the church can happen.  We are blessed by 
faithful members who give generously throughout their lives, so as to fund important ministries in our church.  
And, we are also blessed by those members who remember the church as they near the end of their lives.   
 The council doesn’t want to get ahead of itself, but provided the congregation approves the use of      
monies to pay off the mortgage, we look forward to a “Mortgage Burning” Celebration.  The tentative date of 
such a celebration would be November 4th, All Saints’ Sunday.  It seems appropriate that we would hold such an 
event on this day, as we remember Pete Getz and the blessing of those saints who have gone before us. 
 Our congregation is blessed because there are so many who have blessed it.  Thank you, each and every 
one of you, for your outpouring of generosity of time, talent, and treasure.  By the continued thoughtfulness of 
our members, our congregation will continue to share the gospel for many years to come well beyond our living 
days.               

Music Notes: Come, and Make a Joyful Noise!             
 
Choir Rehearsals start the week of September 17! 
Adult Choir:  Wednesdays at 7 pm 
Chimes/Boomwhacker Choir:  Thursdays at 6 pm 
The Adult Choir is open to anyone 12 years of age or older, and the Chimes/
Boomwhacker Choir is open to anyone 9 years old or older.  The ability to read music is                              
not required; we will help you learn the music even if you can’t read it. 
If anyone ages 6 through 12 wants to be in a Children's Choir, please see Margaret Quintanar or call her at (717) 
448-0295.  We will try to find a day and time that works for everyone.  
We briefly had a liturgical dance group.  If anyone is interested in reviving this group, please see or call Margaret. 

 

 

   
          

Woops!  Our oversight!                                                                                        
We apologize for missing these recent graduates in our recent                         
newsletter. 

Nathan Borseth, son of our former pastor, Pastor Mark Borseth, graduated this 
past May from Mustang High School in  Yukon, OK.  Nathan is now attending 
Bethany Lutheran College in Lindsborg, KS.   

Skylar & Kanyon Vilaychith, twin grandsons of Joan Bateman, graduated from                          
Cumberland Valley High School this past June and are now at Penn State majoring 
in Engineering.  They ended their high school years as rugby players and earned the 
championship for their rugby team this year. 
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      Dear Padre,   

 In light of the recent solar eclipse, I was wondering if there were any references to a solar eclipse in 
the Bible?  And is the solar eclipse somehow a sign from God? 
 
Signed, Interested in Totality or Totally Interested 
 
Dear “Interested in Totality or Totally Interested” 
 

Here are a number of Bible verses that very well may refer to a solar and/or lunar eclipse:  Isaiah 13:10; 
Ezekiel 32:7; Joel 2:10; Joel 2:31; Joel 3:15; Matthew 24:29; Mark 13:24; Revelation 6:12; and Revelation 8:12.  
Interestingly enough, each of these passages sees an eclipse as an omen foretelling disaster.  Eclipses in the ancient 
times were not seen as signs of good times to come.  However, in our contemporary times, I think we can’t help 
but be struck by what an eclipse tells us.   

Is it not remarkable that scientists can precisely predict when and where an eclipse will occur?  Is it not 
remarkable that scientists can tells us exactly where the path of totality will fall, and give us the time of totality in 
any place along that track down to the nearest second?  Is that not absolutely remarkable?  I am still befuddled by 
how scientists do that.  But, even more remarkable than our human ability to predict the behavior of a solar 
eclipse, is the fact that because our solar system runs so meticulously, such events like an eclipse can be so well 
predicted by scientists.  Indeed, the precision of the solar system has been equated with that of a well-running 
clock with all its springs and gears.  And, the fact that the solar system is so well-tuned, SO WELL-TUNED, then is 
itself a great sign of God. 

In my estimation, what we witnessed on August 21st  - - the ooh’s and aah’s across our country by the 
countless masses of people who observed the solar eclipse - - is no better praise and worship of God Almighty.  
What we witnessed on television as the moon’s shadow made its way across Oregon to South Carolina was not just 
a celestial event, nor just a national event, but a spiritual event, and dare I say religious event.  For a brief moment, 
many-a-face was turned toward heaven, and by our collective utterances of awe, we gave praise to God above.  
And, such a mass of humanity delighting in something together, if but for a brief moment, may even be 
greater than the eclipse itself.  Indeed, what a sign from God!  Thanks be to God.     

 

Signed, Padre       
 

Upcoming Lutheran Camping Corp. Events 

Capture the Flag Spectacular     @Kirchenwald     Sunday, Oct. 1st from 3-5:30 pm     free event - RSVP by 9/22 
Adult Study Retreat     @Nawakwa   the weekend of Oct. 3-5     registration fee:  $145 - register by 9/22                                 
Fall Foliage Day    @Kirchenwald & Nawakwa     Sunday, Oct. 22nd from 1-6 pm     registration is $7/person by 10/13 
Women’s Craft Retreat     @Nawakwa     the weekend of Nov. 10-12     registration fee:  $145 - register by 11/1 
Advent Day Apart     @The Wittel Farm     Saturday, Dec. 9th  from 10 am - 2 pm     registration is $15, lunch is        
 provided     register by 11/24                                                                                                                                                
Kirchenwald Winter Youth Retreat     the weekend of Jan. 5-7, 2018     registration is $135 - register by 12/15 

Information about any of these events can be found online at:  www.LutheranCamping.org or call 717-677-8211. 

Frey Village Upcoming Events                                                                                                        
Concert on the Lawn     Saturday, Sept. 16th  from 3-4 pm     free ice cream!                                                                                                               
Candy Carnival     Saturday, Oct. 14th from 12 noon - 4 pm with food, games,  face painting & live entertainment 



Good News Page 6 

LUTHERAN DISASTER                                                                                                                                                                                 
__________________________________HURRICANE HARVEY_____________________________ _____ 

AUGUST 2017                                                                                                                                                    ELCA.org/disaster 

Hurricane Harvey hit the Gulf Coast of the United 
States on Aug. 25, 2017, threatening millions of 
people in coastal Texas and Louisiana with                 
multiple days of heavy rains winds and  rising 
tides.  While many have  evacuated, significant 
damage is still expected, and thousands of                     
people may be housed in shelters for an               
extended period of time. 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response’s affiliate is actively 
present, collaborating with community leaders 
and officials to initiate the proper responses,    
particularly the long-term recovery efforts.                     
Together, we have a strong history of working 
with Disaster in the Gulf Coast area.  The road to 
recovery will be long, and Lutheran Disaster                     
Response will be there to accompany those 
affected through every phase of this disaster. 

We invite you to stand by our neighbors on the 
Gulf Coast during this time.  Your gifts ensure 
that our church will be able to provide help and 
hope for those left homeless or otherwise  
affected by this disaster for years to come. 
 

Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response designated 
for “Hurricane Response - United States” will be 
used entirely (100 percent) for this disaster until 
the response is complete.  Together we can help 
provide immediate and long-lasting support.  
Give today to support the needs in this response 
and others like it. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

YES, I WANT TO HELP! 

 

___  Lutheran Disaster Response:  Hurricane Response, U.S. $__________DDG0073 

 

___  Lutheran Disaster Response:  Where Needed Most, U.S. $__________DDG0010 

 

Name  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
. 

Address  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
. 

City  _____________________________________________________  State  ___________  ZIP code ___________ 
 

Email Address  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Give through your congregation or make your check out to Lutheran Disaster Response and send to :                                                         
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, ELCA Gift Processing Center, P.O. Box 

1809, Merrifield, VA  22116-8009 

Write “Hurricane Response, United States” or “Lutheran Disaster Response, U.S.”                                                                                              
on your check’s memo line. 
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 GermanFest Silent Auction --  It’s that time of year to begin                             
preparation for GermanFest.       

GermanFest will be held Saturday, September 9, 2017.  With that in mind, I am accepting donations for the 
Silent Auction but by no later than 2:00 p.m. September 6th.  If you can’t help in any other way, this is 
your opportunity to assist.  Below are some guidelines if you would like to make a donation.  

What do I donate?  Any new OR like new item is an acceptable donation.  In the past, gift cards have 
been very popular.  These can come from restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, and shopping stores.  
Gift baskets are also a great idea.  Think of a theme (food, bath products, toys, books, kitchen /cleaning 
supplies, etc.), put items in a basket or container and put the basket or container into a clear gift bag 
(obtainable at Michaels or A. C. Moore).  

Please avoid a lot of small items, as they are difficult to display.  If you are uncertain of an item you may 
like to offer, just call me and we can discuss.  Antiques will be considered.    

Business solicitation letters can be found on the periodical table in the Narthex.  This is the table where the 
Upper Room can be found.  Take as many as you may need to solicit donations from business owners 
you may know. 

What information should be attached to my donation when I deliver it to the church?    

1.  Your name...very, very important! 

2.  Item name 

3.  Suggested value…    if you don’t know the exact value please give an estimated value.  This is very 
important when it comes to determining the starting bid price. 

4.  Please donate only NEW or LIKE NEW items in their original containers.   

Where do I put my donation?  You can put all donations on or under the designated tables in the 
Trinity Room (aka old fellowship hall, which is the large room beyond the Pastor’s Office).  Follow 
the yellow arrows.   

 

 

How to contact me?                                                                                                                                                                                          
 andreafaber@outlook.com                                                                                                                                                         
 (717) 576-3329 (cell).   If you get my Voice Mail, PLEASE leave a message. 

 

Thank you in advance for your help and generous donation. 

Andrea Faber, Silent Auction Coordinator 

 
    
 

When should I deliver my donation?   NOT before August 1st; however, please have all donations to 
the church no later than Wednesday,  September 6th, by 2:00 p.m.   I will be setting up the Silent    
Auction tables and placing bid sheets Thursday, September 7th.   Preparation for GermanFest is                      
all-consuming.   Your help in following this schedule would be greatly appreciated. 



Good News Page 8 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
 
 
 

2 
 

 
 
 

Steve Hinkle 
Amy Hinkle 
Linda Kunz 

3  - Pentecost 13 
8:30 am - Word &    
                  Sacrament          
10 am  - Word &   
                Sacrament 
1st Sunday Social 
GermanFest set up 
after 2nd service 

4 
 
  
 
 
 

office closed 
Brad Neil 

5 
 
 
 

 
 

Nicole Condran 
Trinity Mummert 

6 
 
Deadline for Silent 
Auction 
donations! 
 
GermanFest prep 
day 

7 
 
 
GermanFest prep 
day 
 

Cameron Capp 
Connor Ecklund 

8 
 
 
GermanFest prep 
day 

 
 

Nicholas Martin 

9 
 
 
 
10:30 am - Service of 
Remembrance 
11 am - 6 pm 
GermanFest 

10 - Pentecost 14 
 
10 am  - Word &  
                Sacrament  
 
 
 

Maria Kunz 

11 
 
 

 
 

 

12 
 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

7 pm - Council  

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tara Beachtel 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Irene Nanov 

17 - Pentecost 15 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday   
                  School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                      Sacrament 
2-3:30 pm - 
Confirmation Class 
@St. Peter’s, Highspire 
4:30-9 pm - private 
event  

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
3:30 pm - 3rd 
Tuesday Clean-up 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
Choir Rehearsals 
Resume: 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Hammell 

24 - Pentecost 16 
8:30 am - Word & 
                  Sacrament 
9:30 am - Annual  
              Congregational 
               Meeting 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                Sacrament 

25 
 
 
 

Betty Nickle 
Mary Shuler 

Hannah 
Zimmerman 

26 
vacation day for 
Barb 
 
6-8 pm - Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
 

Alta Shadel 

27 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 
 

Julie Drake 
Kameron Rohacek 

28 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 

Miguel Cadena 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kevin Gibson 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew DeArmitt 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship                                                             
8:30 am & 10:00 am                                                        

Holy Eucharist is celebrated                                          
every Sunday. 

Fall Worship                                                 
Beginning Sept. 17th                                                        
8:30 am & 10:45 am                                                        

Sunday School                                                            
9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


