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 Newsletter of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 
420 North Progress Avenue 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 On June 4th, we observe the festival of Pentecost.  And, there are a couple of events happening at the 
second service that Sunday.  First, we are recognizing Daniel Logan who will be receiving a scholarship from Our 
Saviour.  Daniel has been a blessing to this congregation.  He has faithfully served our church and beyond in many 
ways over the years.  He has been a crucifer and an acolyte.  He has regularly attended worship and Sunday 
school.  He has been a great help with the egg making project and with GermanFest.  He has often stood before us 
on Sunday mornings to speak about some project he and others are involved in to help other people.  He has 
been a great example to the other young people of what it means to love and to serve the Lord, and it is an honor 
to support him in his future education.  Daniel will be attending Messiah College in the fall, so he is not too far 
away.  When not to bogged down by school and by other activities, we hope to see him here with us.  
Congratulations to you, Daniel, and to your family.  God bless you in all your future endeavors. 
 Secondly, on June 4th, we will be confirming four young people in our church:  Alexandra Kessler, Max and 
Myles Reilly, and Hannah Zimmerman.  These young people have completed two years of confirmation classes.  
During that time, we have explored in greater depth both the Old and New Testaments.  We have also examined 
Luther’s Small Catechism, which contains Luther’s explanations of the Ten Commandments, Lord’s Prayer, and 
Apostles’ Creed.  We have also taken time to talk about the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion.  The 
discussions we have had during class have often been very enlightening.  And, with that said, I want to thank John 
Zimmerman in assisting me this year with confirmation class.  John, you have been a big help.  Your presence and 
input is greatly appreciated.  Congratulations to our confirmands and their families. 
  Our confirmands are now taking another step in their continued faith development.  The celebration of 
confirmation is a rite of passage within the church, such that these young persons now have a greater 
responsibility within our congregation.  According to the church constitution, they may now serve on church 
committees and even on church council.  I often think of how great a blessing it is to have a young person on 
council to represent the youth and children.  (And, hey, the leadership position looks good on a college 
application.)  Furthermore, these young persons may now vote at congregational meetings.  And yes, they receive 
their own church offering envelopes, another sign that they are growing up and are to be seen as maturing 
members of the body of Christ.  And, let us not then be fooled, as sometimes happens, into thinking that 
confirmation is a sort of graduation.  Confirmed members are not celebrated because they have completed their 
faith journey, but instead because they wish to show the congregation their deeper commitment to their faith. 
 We have a lot to celebrate come June 4th.  We have a lot to be thankful for.  Pentecost, we remember, is 
the time when we commemorate the giving of the Holy Spirit to the people of God, and thus the formation of the 
church.  Pentecost is the birthday of the church, if you will.  So, as we celebrate all these individuals—our 
scholarship recipient and our confirmands, on June 4th, let us also celebrate the union we all share as God’s 
people.  We don’t do this faith journey in life alone.  We do it with one another.  We lean on each other.   We 
rejoice with each other.  We cry with each other.  We hope with each other.  And, in the end, God brings us 
together into our heavenly home.  So, let us also celebrate “church” on June 4th. 
 We will see you in church, and please wear red, if you can, as that is the color of the day on Pentecost 
Sunday. 
 
      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke   
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net.  Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for May 2016 

 

June 4 — Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
John 20:19-23 
 
June 11 — Holy Trinity 
Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a 
Psalm 8 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 
 
June 18 — Pentecost 2 
Exodus 19:2-8a 
Psalm 100 
Romans 5:1-8 
Matthew 9:35 - 10:8-23 
 
June 25 — Pentecost 3 
Jeremiah 20:7-13 
Psalm 69:7-18 
Romans 6:1b-11 
Matthew 10:24-39 
 
 
 

Welcome                                                              
We welcome our newest Sisters 
in Christ.  Mildred “Millie” 
Horvath was received into                          
membership at Our Saviour on Sunday, May 7th. 
Joan Seneca, Ed Seneca’s mother, was received 
on May 15th at her home. 
 

Our Deepest Sympathies                            
Our sympathies are extended to the 
family & friends of Sylvia Zorek who 
passed away on Wednesday, May 
24th.  Her services were held at Our 
Saviour on Saturday, May 27th. 
 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry                                                                                                                                     
We had our first meeting of the year for the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry and we will continue to meet on the fourth Tuesday 
of the month, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the church.   You 
need not know how to knit or crochet to participate; nor 
must you be a member of the church.   We will teach you – 
young and not-so-young!  Prayer Shawls, as 
well as other items such as chemo caps and 
lap afghans for those in wheelchairs, are 
available on the wall display in the Narthex by 
the Sanctuary door.  Also, in a basket by this 
display, are mini-shawls.  Help yourself.                                                                     
Andrea Faber, Prayer Shawl Ministry Coordinator 

 

Please Take Note                                                              
Please discontinue bringing egg cartons to church until                      
September.  The Nutripack program does not run over the 
summer.  Thank you all for your effort over the years.   

 

Our Next Newsletter Edition                                    
Looking ahead, please take note that our next newsletter will 
be a combined summer July/August edition.  The deadline 
for that will be Sunday, June 18th.   
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About Worship 

 In this article on worship, I want to talk about something that was brought to my attention when we                     
worshipped with Zion and Good Shepherd.  Maybe you realized it yourselves during those combined worship                     
services, and that is, the reverencing of the processional cross. 
 For the members of Zion and Good Shepherd, it is the practice that when the cross is processed in and               
recessed out to face the cross and bow (that is, to reverence it) when it passes by.  So, for instance, when the                  
congregation begins singing the opening hymn, they start by turning toward the back of the church, where the 
cross is stationed.  And as the crucifer begins to walk down the center aisle toward the front of the church,                    
members in the pews turn themselves to follow the procession of the cross, bowing at the time when it passes by 
their pew.  By the time it reaches the front of the church, the members are themselves facing forward.  The exact 
opposite happens when the cross is recessed out, such that at the end of the service, the congregation is facing the 
back of the church for the words of the dismissal. 
  Why do church members do this?  It is to show a sign of devotion to the cross of Christ.  Is it wrong to not 
do this?  No.  Our salvation does not depend upon our reverencing the cross in worship.  It is simply a matter of 
personal piety.  Should we do this?  I would say that if this practice enhances your worship experience, if this                     
practice is meaningful for you, by all means, you should do it.  The importance of most rituals in our worship life 
comes back to the point of whether something has meaning for us.  You probably have noticed that some                             
individuals worship just a little differently from one another:  some make the sign of the cross, some kneel during 
confession, some get up and walk all around during the sharing of the peace.  The different ways members conduct 
themselves during worship are okay, as long as we appreciate the differences, and allow the Spirit to speak freely 
to them, as well as to us.  Our job, however, is at least maybe to understand “why,”  such that we might learn                       
something that would better our worship life, which is why I share with you this information about reverencing the 
processional cross. 

  
 

Thank you!   
THANKS to Andrea Faber 

for purchasing and 

planting flowers in our 

containers and around the outside of the church.  

Thanks also to Phoebe Drake for purchasing three  

garden flags for our flower beds.                                                

Looking Ahead to 
Summer Music                                                   
Choir rehearsals will cease as 
of May 31.  Starting on June 11 
and continuing through                         
mid-September, we need volunteers to provide music 
during the offering at Sunday worship.  Please                        
consider contributing your talents during the summer 
months.  If interested,  contact Margaret Quintanar 
at (717) 448-0295.  

Family Promise                                                                                                
We will again be hosting families at our church beginning the week of June 25th.  Please                   
consider helping out with meals, staying overnight, or driving the van.  We will have sign-up 
sheets in the Narthex.  We usually have three families with no more than 13 people.  This is a 
great way to show hospitality to the community for homeless people in need.  Thank you in 
advance for your help. 

There is also an opening for director of the program.  Krissy Marshall will be leaving in                                             
September to have a baby and be a stay-at-home mom.  The board is taking applications now 
for this position.  Let me know if you need more information about this.                                                                                        
Sara Smith 
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 Recently, I attended the third in the multipart, synod-sponsored workshop series entitled Growing 
Stewards.  And, I had a bit of a revelation.  In the workshop, we have discussed “Six Giving Doors.”  The “doors” are 
meant to provide various ways for which people can give to the church.  So the doors include things like 
“Spontaneous Giving,” which are spontaneous invitations for church members to give to a worthwhile cause; 
“Special Planned Giving,” which is giving toward a special cause that has long term significance for God’s mission; 
and “Enduring Giving,” which is leaving a gift for the church from one’s estate.  And, I would be glad to talk to you 
more specifically about these doors at your convenience.   

But, these “Giving Doors” got me thinking more broadly.  You see, often we speak about the mission 
support of the congregation as simply coming from one income stream, namely from the financial giving of the 
church members.  Now, don’t get me wrong, this is very important.  We all need to be good stewards of the 
financial gifts which we have received from God, and we need continually to mature in our spiritual lives by 
expressing our gratitude by blessing others and giving generously.  But, I think we do need to think about various 
income streams for the sake of gospel. 

We already do this at Our Saviour.  In addition to members’ giving financially to support the mission of the 
church, we also have GermanFest and egg making that helps bolster the work of the gospel.  And, individuals give 
generously of their time and energy (which are as valuable as dollars) to make those endeavors a great success.  As 
I see it then, this is a second income stream.  Furthermore, we are blessed with a wonderful, accessible, and 
modern facility, which we make available for outside groups to utilize.  And, this serves as still another income 
stream. 

Having multiple income streams is probably nothing new to us.  We might already recognize this within our 
own family and household.  Perhaps, we have income from one or more jobs, and from investments, or even from 
a boarder.  And, just as important then as finding new doorways for church members to give of their financial 
resources, is to find other income streams. 

During one of the weeks this summer, Kathy and the kids will be at confirmation camp at Nawakwa.  Since I 
will be a bachelor that week, Kathy suggested I go do something.  I had always wanted to see Cape Cod, so I am 
taking a few days to do so.  And, to make it less expensive, I called some Lutheran churches to see if they could put 
me up for a couple nights, as I made my travels.  I figured I could save on hotel costs.  And, to my great delight, 
various members of some three churches are graciously hosting me.    

Now, I will obviously donate something to each of the congregations, but again it will prove less costly than 
hotel rooms.  And, this got me thinking of possibly another income stream for our congregation, and a way for us to 
utilize our gifts of space and hospitality, such that we might make available an extra room in our home to travelers 
(provided we have some assurance of their person from say their home pastor).  And, we would simply ask for a 
suggested donation from our guests to be given to the church. 

All this is just a brainstorm that came to me.  It is not something that we would have to do as a 
congregation.  I wanted to just have us think of other ways that we can steward the blessings we have from God, in 
this case the blessing of our homes.  If you think of other ideas, please do let me know. 

       
 

 
 
 
 

   
     
          
  

A Word on Stewardship 

Just A Reminder                                        
Our Third Tuesday Clean Up crew is                                                      
up & working.  Please join us on                                                         
June 20th.   We usually start at 3 pm in                                                      
the afternoon and work until we’re                                                          
done.  Come out and help us beautify the ground of Our 
Saviour. 
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Dear Padre,    

                                                                                          
I saw in the news recently that the renowned theoretical physicist, cosmologist, and author Stephen 
Hawking said that it is his belief that humanity must colonize a new planet in the next 100 years or 
the human species will die out.  What do you think about his “prophesy”? 
 
Signed, “Packing My Bags” 
 
Dear “Packing My Bags”, 
 
I don’t know if I would be packing my bags just yet.  Let us remember that there have been doomsday predictions 
throughout history.  In the year 1666 (Does that ring a bell, “666”?), the Great London Fire lasted from September 
2 to September 5, and destroyed much of the city, presaging for many the end of the world. In 1910,  there was  
worldwide panic that the proximity of Halley’s Comet would destroy the planet.  Even Martin Luther thought the 
end of the world would happen in his day.  And only a few years ago, some people thought the end of the world 
might come because December 21, 2012, marked the end of the Mayan calendar.  And yet, we are still here. 
 
How might the Bible speak to this?  Well, a couple of things from the Bible come to mind.  First, when talking about 
the end of the age with his disciples, Jesus said, “About that day an hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father”  (Matthew 24:36).  In other words, we shouldn’t put a lot of stock into 
specific predictions about the end of the world (or, the end of the human race).   
 
But, with that said, there is another way of understanding prophesy.  And, this is the second point I want to make 
from the biblical witness regarding this question.  Often when we think of prophesy we think of foretelling, 
predicting something with little or no practical basis, like picking lottery numbers.  But, in the Scriptures, prophets 
were not so much foretelling the future, as they were “forth-telling” the future.  In other words, prophets were 
observing the reality around themselves and predicting what would happen if people continued in their present 
course.  For example, prophets observed the sinful nature of God’s people and would then predict that if the 
people did not repent, God would send his wrath upon them in the form of a foreign enemy or plague. 
 
So, Stephen Hawking’s prediction should really be couched in this way, that if humanity does not seek to change its 
harmful ways, then it is likely that we will die out as a species.  Now, Stephen Hawking says that the change we 
need to make is to abandon any hope for this planet and seek to populate a new planet.  He sees the reality that 
because of climate change, overpopulation and epidemics survival on Earth is increasingly less likely.   There are 
also the concerns of the eruption of a super volcano or the impact of a large asteroid or meteoroid.     
   
Although I believe in space exploration and dare I say colonization of other worlds, I am not so pessimistic as to 
write off this planet just yet.  But, I do think we need to heed the writing on the wall and do what we can to change 
our ways as a human species with the hope of stewarding this world better, so that it can continue to be our home 
for many generations to come. 
 
Thanks for your question. 
 
Signed, Padre 
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  Our Former Pastor                                                                                                                                                                          
We recently received word that our former pastor, Pastor Mark Borseth, has been diagnosed with prostate cancer.  
Please keep him & his family in your prayers.  His son, Nathan, will be participating in his high school’s Relay for Life, 
American Cancer Society’s fundraiser.  More info can be found at                                                                                                     
http://www.theyukonreview.com/2017/04/13/relay-for-life/ 

 

Frey Village’s Annual Strawberry Festival                                                                                     
This year the event will be held on Saturday, June 3rd from 8:30 am-1:30 pm.  There will be a silent                            
auction, vendors, raffle items, jewelry, used books, a pork b-b-q lunch, chocolate covered                      
strawberries & baked goods.  Live entertainment will be provided by Times Past (from 11am-1pm).  Bring the family 
& enjoy a day of fun!  All of the proceeds from this event will benefit the resident’s activity program. 

 

Summary Statement from the Executive Committee Meeting on May 17
th

.   
The executive committees of Our Saviour (Pastor Joel Petruschke, Drew Ames, Nancy Pinko and John Zimmerman) 
and Zion (Pastor Pam Carnes, Susan Master, Rob Wix, Dick Wix and Chuck Haubt) met on Wednesday, May 17, 
2017, at Our Saviour.  Attending that meeting were representatives of the Bishop’s staff including Pastor Tom 
McKee and Pastor Richard Jorgensen, as well as Pastor Kathleen Baker and Dixie McCauley from Good Shepherd.  
After several hours of conversation, it was decided that the merger discussions would benefit from having more                
opportunities for the congregations to get to know each other and interact.  At this time, any formal discussions 
about merger are on hold.  Please continue to keep one another in prayer as we discern where God is leading us. 
 
On Sunday, June 4th during the 9:30 am Sunday School hour, we will gather to answer questions.  Please join us for 
this important discussion, as it is the intention of our congregation to continue to seek ways to do cooperative              
ministry with Zion and Good Shepherd and to strengthen relationships. 
 

Our Recent Graduates                                                                                                              
Daniel Logan will graduate from High School in June.  He will attend Messiah College in the fall where 
he will major in Accounting and Business Management and he will continue his passion for the sport 
of swimming as a member of Messiah's Men's Swim Team.  This summer he will continue to coach 
younger swimmers and also plans to continue coaching during his academic breaks throughout the 
year.  He is very grateful for his extended family at Our Saviour.  He has been surrounded by loving, caring and                    
encouraging members who have been such a blessing to him and his entire family!   

Michael Cara, grandson of Nancy Pinko, graduated cum laude from Temple University and is currently employed by 
Transamerica and living in Harleysville PA.  
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         GermanFest Silent Auction --  It’s that time of year to begin                      
preparation for GermanFest.       

GermanFest will be held Saturday, September 9, 2017.  With that in mind, I am accepting donations for the Silent 
Auction as of August 1st, but no later than 2:00 p.m. September 6th.  If you can’t help in any other way, this is your 
opportunity to assist.  Below are some guidelines if you would like to make a donation.  

What do I donate?  Any new OR like new item is an acceptable donation.  In the past, gift cards have been very                         
popular.  These can come from restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, and shopping stores.  Gift baskets are also a 
great idea.  Think of a theme (food, bath products, toys, books, kitchen /cleaning supplies, etc.), put items in a basket 
or container and put the basket or container into a clear gift bag (obtainable at Michaels or A. C. Moore).  

Please avoid a lot of small items, as they are difficult to display.  If you are uncertain of an item you may like to offer, 
just call me and we can discuss.  Antiques will be considered.    

Business solicitation letters can be found on the periodical table in the Narthex.  This is the table where the Upper 
Room can be found.  Take as many as you may need to solicit donations from business owners you may know. 

What information should be attached to my donation when I deliver it to the church?    

Your name...very, very important! 

Item name 

Suggested value…    if you don’t know the exact value please give an estimated value.  This is very important 
when it comes to determining the starting bid price. 

Please donate only NEW or LIKE NEW items in their original containers.   

Where do I put my donation?  You can put all donations on or under the designated tables in the Trinity Room (aka 
old fellowship hall, which is the large room beyond the Pastor’s Office).  Follow the yellow arrows.   

 
 

How to contact me?                                                                                                                                                                                          
 andreafaber@outlook.com                                                                                                                                                         
 (717) 576-3329 (cell).   If you get my Voice Mail, PLEASE leave a message. 

 

Thank you in advance for your help and generous donation. 

Andrea Faber, Silent Auction Coordinator 
 
    
 
 

When should I deliver my donation?   NOT before August 1st; however, please have all donations to the church 
no later than Wednesday,  September 6th, by 2:00 p.m.   I will be setting up the Silent Auction tables and placing 
bid sheets Thursday, September 7th.   Preparation for GermanFest is all-consuming.   Your help in following this 
schedule would be greatly appreciated. 
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EVERYONE IS CORDIALLY INVITED 
TO 

OUR SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH'S 
BREAKFAST CELEBRATION 

IN HONOR OF FATHER'S DAY 
 

WHEN:  SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 9:00 AM. 
 
WHERE:  OUR SAVIOUR LUTHERAN 

     CHURCH, FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 
WHAT:  A FABULOUS BREAKFAST  
      BUFFET 
 
SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER: 
   FOUNDER & PUBLISHER  
                OF 

              PENNSYLVANIA MAGAZINE,                 
MR. AL HOLLIDAY 

 
DONATION:  ADULTS $7; UNDER 12 Y/O - $3 
TICKETS ON SALE BETWEEN SERVICES AT OUR 
SAVIOUR LUTHERAN OR BY CALLING THE 
CHURCH OFFICE, 545-9992.                              
DEADLINE: SUNDAY, JUNE 11. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
    1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tessa Minnich 

2 
 
- - - - - - - - - - Synod 

3 
 
Assembly - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 
 
 

Jenna Neil  

4– Pentecost 

8:30 am - Word &                             
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word & 
Sacrament 
1st Sunday Social 

Kamden Fowler 

5 
 
6 pm - Welcome 
Committee 

 

6 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

7 
 

 
 

8 
 

 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

10 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11 - Holy Trinity 
 
Summer Worship 
begins 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
10 am  - Word  
& Sacrament 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lauren Redman 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jaxon Shertzer 

14 
 
7 pm - Council 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Zart 

15 
 

 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arno Miller 

17 
 
9 am - Breakfast 
Celebration in Honor of 
Father’s Day 

18 - Pentecost 2 
8:30 am - Word &  

Sacrament 
10 am -  
Word & 

Sacrament 
July/August 

newsletter  
deadline 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

20 
 
3 pm - Third 
Tuesday Clean-up 
 
 
 
 

Peter Ingavo 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Margaret Ingavo 

22 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

24 
 

 
 
 

 

25 - Pentecost 3 
 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
10 am  - Word &  
Sacrament 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Connie Johnson 
Miriam McIntyre 

26 
 

 
 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

27 
 
6 pm - Prayer 
Shawl 

 
 

- - - -Hosting Family  
 

Donna Zimmerman 

28 
 
 
 

 
 

Promise- - - - - - - - -  
 

Robert Trea  

29 
 
 
 
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
Joshua Flournoy  

30 
 
 
 
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

2017 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 

8:30 am & 10:45 am  
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

every Sunday. 
Sunday School  

9:30 am 
 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


