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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 Recently, I had the opportunity to hear Congressman Scott Perry speak.  He was giving a presentation to a 
group of young people and their parents regarding the Military Academies, that is, the educational institutions 
which prepare candidates for service in the officer corps of the army, navy, marine corps, air force, and coast 
guard.  You see, my daughter Mary is interested in attending the Air Force Academy, and thus, my daughter and I 
were in attendance at the presentation.  Part of the process for attending a military academy is applying for a 
congressional nomination.  Congressman Perry was speaking to this process as well as to what it means to serve 
one’s country.  He didn’t sugar coat it at all.  And, I must say, I was quite impressed by his words. 
 He noted that one who is given an appointment to an Academy must understand that they are making a 
serious commitment.  He stated that one does not attend an Academy to get a world-class education.  Yes, that is 
a given.  But, truly one attends an Academy because they want to serve their country.  In other words, he laid it 
out in no uncertain terms, saying, “It is not about you.  It is about service to one’s country.”  Congressman Perry 
went on to say that attending an Academy is about sacrifice, because following your graduation, you are required 
to serve your country for a number of years, and however the military says you are to serve, that is how you will 
serve.  He continued to talk about other things like the necessity to be in peak physical condition in the military 
and the need to be punctual in the military, so on and so forth.  In short, it was a good dose of reality for these 
young persons who were discerning their future. 
 I share all of this by way of saying that we, Christians, could certainly learn a thing or two from 
Congressman Perry’s presentation.  Particularly, his emphasis on service and sacrifice struck home with me.  
Indeed, Congressman Perry noted that as a graduate of an Academy you have high standard to live up to, because 
you are representing the Institution, the officer corps, and the military in general.  In the same vein, we Christians 
have a high standard to live up to as well.  We are to represent the very best of God’s servants who live by serving 
others, sacrificing on behalf of the neighbor, and giving witness to God’s love in Christ Jesus. 
 We could probably all use a dose of reality every once in a while.  It is good for us.  It reminds us of how 
we should strive to be the best we can be.  In Christian terms, it reminds us that we are to live fully into the new 
creation that we are because of Jesus Christ.  
 I wonder if we shouldn’t think of the church as a sort of Christian Academy.  Here at church, within the 
body of Christ, we are to be diligent about hearing God’s Word for our lives.  And, we are to be diligent about 
learning to embody the high standard of Jesus Christ.  We are to be about offering ourselves up to be molded and 
shaped into what Christ would have us be.  We are to be willing to listen to God’s voice telling us how we are to 
serve, and not thinking so much about what we will get out of it.  We ought to be proud to the utmost to serve 
our Lord and Savior, much in the same way a cadet is proud be serve his or her country.  We ought to live and to 
breathe the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the mission of the church.  We ought to be able to answer boldly the question, 
“When you look at the cross, what does it mean to you,” much in the same way a cadet should be able to look at 
the flag and answer the same question.   
 I don’t know if my daughter will ultimately attend a Military Academy, but I do know that at the very least 
I am grateful she had the opportunity to hear Congressman Perry talk about that higher standard of living and of 
pushing one’s self.  I hope that is what we hear in God’s Word at church, and I hope that is the way we live our 
faith lives in service to our Lord. 
 
       In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke               
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net.  Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for May 2016 

 

May 7 — Easter 4 
Acts 2:42-47 
Psalm 23 
1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 
 
May 14 — Easter 5 
Acts 7:55-60 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
1 Peter 2:2-10 
John 14:1-14 
 
May 21 — Easter 6 
Acts 17:22-31 
Psalm 66:8-20 
1 Peter 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 
 
May 28 — Easter 7 
Acts 1:6-14 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
John 17:1-11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry                                         
Meetings to begin for 2017:                                                                                            
We had our first meeting of the year for the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry and we will continue to meet on the fourth Tuesday 
of the month, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the church.   You 
need not know how to knit or crochet to participate; nor 
must you be a member of the church.   We 
will teach you – young and not-so-young!  
Prayer Shawls, as well as other items such as 
chemo caps and lap afghans for those in 
wheelchairs, are available on the wall display 
in the Narthex by the Sanctuary door.  Also, in 
a basket by this display, are mini-shawls.  Help yourself.                                                                     
Andrea Faber, Prayer Shawl Ministry Coordinator 
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About Worship 

 

Hear ye!  Hear ye!  The baptismal font is open! 
 

 Up until now, during my tenure here at Our Saviour, it hasn’t been a major concern to have the baptismal 
font open with water in it.  And, in all honesty, it is my fault.  It should be open such that those who may feel 
moved can remember their baptism by dipping their fingers in the water and making the sign of the cross.  It is a 
practice of many Christians when they enter the worship space.   
 Now, do you have to do this?  No.  It is not obligatory.  But, as Martin Luther was want to remind believers 
of the importance of baptism in our lives, so he said, “Every time you wash your face, remember your baptism.” 
 In T.S. Eliot’s poem entitled The Wasteland , Eliot depicts a dry, arid reality.  Keep in mind he was writing on 
the heels of World War I, where over 9 million military and 7 million civilians died as a result of the war.  He was 
writing when technology appeared to be doing more harm than good.  And, where spirituality and religion for many 
didn’t make much sense.  Modernity had seemed to be a great disappointment.  Into that milieu, he wrote this 
powerful poem.   
 Within the poem, Eliot alludes to the sound of water: drip, drop, drip, drip, drip, drop.  Might it be that with 
the sound of water, Eliot alludes to some glimmer of hope for the future?  Water symbolizes refreshment, new life, 
and spirituality.  Our souls need to be reminded of God’s gift that is water.   

I encourage you to touch the water in the font, if for no other reason than to remember this precious gift.  
All the more, as you enter the sanctuary for worship, I encourage you to make the sign of the cross using the water 
from the font.  For sometimes it does very much feel like we are in a spiritual wasteland, where our souls parched 
and we need refreshment.  It is in those times especially that we can come to the font and be renewed in God’s 
grace.      

  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you!   
Thank you, all you 

church musicians in 

the Choir and Chimes 

Choir, for making our Easter worship service a more 

fitting praise to our risen Lord: Don and Sue 

DeArmitt, Alice Lubrecht, Otis Martin, and Abraham 

Quintanar; Joan Bateman, Tara and Savannah 

Beachtel, Julie Drake, Phoebe Drake, Connie Johnson, 

Nadine Martin, Carol Ranck, and Linda Schreier. 

                                                                    

Looking Ahead to Summer Music                                                   
Choir rehearsals will cease as of May 31.  Starting on 
June 11 and continuing through mid-September, we 
need volunteers to provide music during the offering 
at Sunday worship.  Please consider contributing your 
talents during the summer months.  If interested,  
contact Margaret Quintanar at (717) 448-0295.  
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 Part of stewardship is thanking people who give.  And so, I want to thank everyone who gave of their time 
and energy toward the candy egg project this year.  Many people helped out with one or more of the five teams 
that met throughout the week:  Sunday afternoon, Monday morning, Wednesday morning, Wednesday afternoon, 
and Saturday morning.  There were also individuals who helped mixed the batter.  And, there were others who 
retrieved and brought the necessary ingredients to the church.  In addition, there were others who were in regular 
contact with businesses which helped sell the eggs.  I am probably missing other tasks and for that I am sincerely 
sorry.  It should also be noted that in addition to our own members who faithfully helped with the egg project, 
numerous others helped out, too, which is really cool.  That says something about the comradery that is generated 
around this project. 

The egg project this year spanned twelve weeks, and, when all was said and done, we made over 23,000 
eggs.  It was a very good year.  A special thank you goes to Julie Drake and Connie Johnson who coordinated the 
egg project.  Their leadership, enthusiasm, and energy are unrivaled.   

Our congregation is not unique when it comes to making eggs.  There are many congregations that do, as is 
obvious by the eggs on sale at various stores in our community.  But, I still maintained that our eggs are the best 
around. 

So, thank you again to everyone.  We have many generous givers in and beyond our congregation.  And 
through the egg project one can see the joy we share in working with one another.   Those who contribute to the 
effort of this project are living proof of the saying, “The Lord loves a cheerful giver.” 

And, now we can all let out a collective sigh of relief.  Egg season is over.  Rest up, for GermanFest is right 
around the corner. 

      
 

An Interfaith Service                                                                                                                                                                                               
The 9th Annual Commonwealth Interfaith Service:  Prayers for Justice and Peace will be held on Monday, May 8, 
2017 at 6:00 PM.  It will be held at the Hadee Mosque, 245 Division Street, Harrisburg . The Mosque is across from 
Italian Lake.  This event is in observance of National Day of Prayer which is May 4, 2017.  The focus will be on 
hospitality / welcome in honor of immigrants and refugees who are affected by recent events.  There multiple 
sponsors for the event, one being the Lower Susquehanna Synod ELCA.  The service will include prayers and music 
from a range of faith traditions as well as chant and liturgical dance. 

 
 
 
 

   
     
          
  
  

   
 

              

                                                                                       

 

A Word on Stewardship 
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 Dear Padre,   

I see that the Ascension of the Lord is May 25th this year.  What is the significance of this festival on 
the church calendar? 
 
Signed, Looking Up to You for an Answer 
 
Dear “Looking Up,” 
 

Yes, Ascension Day is May 25th this year.  It is the fortieth day after Easter, and as such it always falls on a 
Thursday, but it is not the same date on the calendar each year because Easter Sunday moves around.  It is 
considered one of the Principal Festivals; the others being Easter Day, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, Christmas, and 
Epiphany.  And yet, Ascension Day hardly gets a nod when it occurs.   

  The day, of course, commemorates the time when Jesus ascended back to heaven where he comes 
to sit at the right hand of God.  The Holy Scriptures makes reference to the event.  In Luke, we read, “While he was 
blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven” (24:51).  In Acts, it says, “When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him of of their sight” (1:11).  In John, Jesus refers to 
his ascension in three places:  1) “No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended from heaven, the son of 
man” (3:13), 2) “What if you (the disciples) were to see the son of man ascending where he was before?” (6:62), 
and 3) Jesus says to Mary Magdalene after his resurrection, “Do not hold me, for I have not yet ascended to my 
father…” (20:17). 

 What is so important about Jesus ascending to God the Father?  Well, a couple of things, actually.  
First, if Jesus has indeed been resurrected, if he has in fact conquered death, then Jesus cannot die.  And, since we 
don’t see Jesus today, there are only two conclusions we can make:  a) Jesus has died and is buried somewhere, or 
b) Jesus has ascended into heaven.  In order for the resurrection of our Lord to make sense, we therefore need to 
speak of Jesus has having ascended into heaven. 

 Second, in ancient times, stories of heavenly ascent were a fairly common thing.  The ascension of 
an individual would show divine approval or the deification of an exception man.  For instance, Enoch is said to 
have “walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away” (Genesis 5:24).  And Elijah is said to 
have “gone up in a whirlwind into heaven”  (2 Kings 2:11).  Even Hercules is said to have been raised into Olympus 
after completing his twelve labors.             

 But, there is also something else with respect to Jesus.  The ascension of Jesus and his subsequent 
enthronement at the right hand of God marks the completion of Christ’s work on earth and Christ’s incontestable 
authority to reign with God the Father in heaven.  Jesus has conquered sin and death and now he is enthroned on 
high.  Thus, Jesus represents the future that we will all enjoy.  As 2 Timothy 2:12 declares, “…if we endure, we will 
also reign with him.”  And, that sounds pretty cool to me. 

 Thanks for your question. 
 
Signed, Padre 
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              Interesting facts from our Easter eggs project.    
  Ingredients used this year: 
 
312 lbs. peanut butter 
50 lbs. butter 
220 lbs. margarine 
220 lbs. cream cheese 
1218 lbs. confectionary sugar 
135 lbs. coconut 
680 lbs. Wilbur milk chocolate 
1 gal. + 1 pt. vanilla 
Don't count the calories!  
 

Our Former Pastor                                                                                                                                                                          
We recently received word that our former pastor, Pastor Mark Borseth, has been diagnosed with prostate cancer.  
Please keep him & his family in your prayers.  His son, Nathan, will be participating in his high school’s Relay for Life, 
American Cancer Society’s fundraiser.  More info can be found at                                                                                                     
http://www.theyukonreview.com/2017/04/13/relay-for-life/ 

 

Frey Village’s Annual Strawberry Festival                                                                                     
This year the event will be held on Saturday, June 3rd from 8:30 am-1:30 pm.  There will be a silent                            
auction, vendors, raffle items, jewelry, used books, a pork b-b-q lunch, chocolate covered strawberries & baked 
goods.  Live entertainment will be provided by Times Past (from 11am-1pm).  Bring the family & enjoy a day of fun!  
All of the proceeds from this event will benefit the resident’s activity program. 

 

Save the Date!                                                                                                                              
We will again be hosting families at our church the last week of June.  Please consider helping with 
staying overnight, preparing a meal, or driving the van.  More details and sign-up sheets will be 
available at a later date  Thanks for your support.   Sara Smith 

 

Harrisburg Area Youth Initiative (HAYI)                                                                                                                     
The next monthly meeting of the Harrisburg Conference youth initiative will be held  on Sunday, May 14th from 6-8 
pm at Good Shepherd, 3700 Rutherford St., Paxtang.  Come on out & join in this new, fresh initiative with the youth 
of the Harrisburg Conference.  All youth in Middle & High School  are invited to attend, as well as parents.  See you 
there.  

 

Welcome our New Member                                                                                                                
We welcome our new member, Mildred “Millie” Horvath, transferring from Zion, Penbrook.  She will officially be 
received as a member during our 8:30 am service on May 5th.  Her address & phone numbers are:                                              
 105 Linn Street, Apt. 3                                                                                                                   
 Harrisburg, PA  17109                                                                                                                           
 (h) 695-2655     (c) 443-6348 
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 OUR SAVIOUR   

 FINANCIAL REPORT  

 March 31, 2017   

    

ENVELOPES AND PLATE $39,595.42   

FUND RAISING $14,697.05   

FELLOWSHIP HALL RENTAL $275.00   

    TOTAL INCOME $54,567.47   

    

EXPENSE  $62,533.66   

    

DEFICIT  ($7,966.19)  

    

MORTGAGE BALANCE $127,199.41   

    

       PNC ACCOUNTS:   

    

    

CURRENT FUND $24,805.57  

MEMORIAL FUND $34,740.55  

    

    

       THRIVENT ACCOUNTS   

    

    

REGULAR MUTUALS $85,431.92  

SCHOLARSHIP MUTUALS $102,313.79  

    

    

       SANTANDER ACCOUNT   

    

    

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION $5,158.59  
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 
TO 

OUR SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH'S 
“FATHER, CHILD, BROTHER, FRIEND” 

BREAKFAST 
CELEBRATION 

IN HONOR OF FATHER'S DAY 
 

WHEN:  SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 9:00 AM. 
 
WHERE:  OUR SAVIOUR LUTHERAN 
     CHURCH, FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 
WHAT:  A FABULOUS BREAKFAST  
      BUFFET 
 
SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER: 
   PUBLISHER & EDITOR OF 

PENNSYLVANIA MAGAZINE, 
MR. AL HOLLIDAY 

 
COST:  ADULTS $7; UNDER 12 Y/O - $3 
TICKETS ON SALE BETWEEN SERVICES AT OUR 
SAVIOUR LUTHERAN OR BY CALLING THE 
CHURCH OFFICE, 545-9992.                              
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Joint Council Meeting Minutes 
 

April 24, 2017 
 
Opening Devotions 
Pastor Richard Jorgensen, Assistant to the Bishop and Director for Evangelical Mission for the Lower Susquehanna 
Synod, opened the meeting with a scripture reading from Luke 4:16-21 followed by prayer.  
 
Review of Mission/Committee Conversations 
Before July, committees are to have joint meetings to discuss differences in ministry practices and to develop              
strategies for addressing those differences.  Particular attention should be given to sensitive topics or areas of                  
disagreement.  In such cases, committees should recognize when a difference can be resolved easily, and when  
additional conversation (perhaps with Synod staff involved) is needed. 
 

Additionally, if applicable, the committees are to discuss doing something new together before September.  That is 
to say that committees are to actively find ways to work together. 
 
Future Opportunity to Meet with Merged Congregations(s) 
The next joint meeting of the councils, hopefully in June, members of congregations that have gone through the 
merger process will be invited to share their experience of merger, both what worked well and what should have 
been done differently. 
 

The first of a series of joint executive committee meetings is scheduled for May 17, 2017, at Our Saviour, beginning 
at 6:45 p.m.  Pastor Tom McKee, Synod secretary, will attend that meeting to address legal/constitution concerns.  
Executive Committees of both congregations will develop a memorandum of agreement (plans for merged                    
congregation council; merged ministries; develop a timetable for final congregational votes; transfer of members/
identification of members needing support; set date for merger Sunday; staffing for the merged congregation;               
pastoral leadership timetable; Sunday morning worship schedule) with support from Synod Staff.  One or two 
members of Good Shepherd will be in the room with voice, and no vote.  This will allow for a third party                                        
perspective and to keep Good Shepherd in the conversation for future ministry opportunities. 
 
Issues to be Addressed 
Explore Sale of Zion’s Building 
Designation of potential proceeds from Zion’s building 
Develop plan for Zion’s organ and also Our Saviour’s organ and other musical instruments, vestments, etc… 
Develop a strategy for use of Our Savior’s building to house the new merged ministry (i.e. office space) 
Designation of historical materials from Zion, Penbrook and transfer of necessary items to Lower Susquehanna         
Synod Archives 
Transfer of ministry resources from Zion, Penbrook’s building to Our Saviour (i.e. paraments, hymnals, etc…) 
Constitutional revisions as necessary 
 
Pastor Pam Carnes from Zion closed the meeting with prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer, prayed in unison by the 
group. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dixie McCauley 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
 1 

 
6 pm - Welcome 
Committee 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

Jessica Shertzer 

4 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 

5 6 
 
10 am - private event 

 
 
 
 
 

George Burgett 

7– Easter 4 

8:30 am - Word &                             
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word & 
Sacrament 
1st Sunday Social 

Myles Reilly 

8 
 
6-9 pm - private 
event 
 

 
 

Lisa Neil 
Mason Roach 

9 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

10 
 
7 pm - Council 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

 
 
 

Don DeArmitt 

11 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 

 

12 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

13 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Margaret Munz 

14 - Easter 5 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word  
& Sacrament 
6-8 pm - HAYI @Good 
Shepherd, Paxtang 

15 
 

5:30-8:30 pm - 
private event 

 

16 
 
3 pm - Third 
Tuesday Clean-up 
 

 
 
 

17 
 
6:45 pm - 
Combined Exec. 
Comm. Meeting 
@Our Saviour 
7 pm - Adult Choir 

Luke Gervasio 
George Schreffler 

18 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 

 
 
 
 

Christine Schreffler 

19 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

20 
 

 

21 - Easter 6 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday  
School 
10:45 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
newsletter deadline 

John Ames 
Terry Smith 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

23 
 
6 pm - Prayer 
Shawl 
 

 
 
 

 
Sara Smith 

24 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 
Darcie Minnich 

26 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

27 
 

 
 
 

 

28 - Easter 7 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
Sacrament 

Barbara Sheetz 

29 
 

 
 
 
 

office closed 

30 
 
 

 
 

 
Katelyn Miller 

Tammy Morrissey 

31 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
Last choir 
rehearsal until the 
fall. 
 

Jean Lisse 

   

2017 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 

8:30 am & 10:45 am  
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

every Sunday. 
Sunday School  

9:30 am 
 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


