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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
What is the greatest thing you have ever seen?  Some might reply with the birth of their children or 

grandchildren.  Others might say the Grand Canyon, Niagara Falls, or some other natural wonder.  Still others 
might say mention some great feat of humanity like the moon landing or some reversal of human misdeed like the 
fall of the Berlin Wall. 

This month we celebrate the great mystery of our faith:  the suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  And, this great mystery is described as something to be seen.  When the women come to 
the tomb of Jesus, they are invited by the angel there to “Come, SEE the place where he lay.”  And then, the angel 
tells the women to go to Galilee for there they will SEE him (Jesus).  And then, as the women are going to the 
disciples to tell them the news, Jesus meets them and tells them as well, “Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will SEE me.”  So much of the Good News of Jesus Christ then seems to be about “seeing.” 

 Now, perhaps the emphasis on “seeing” is meant to counteract the reason why we need Jesus’s death 
and resurrection in the first place.  Sin had entered the world through the disobedience of Adam and Eve.  They 
had eaten from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, even though God had told them not to do so.  And they 
ate from that tree because they were led by their eyes.  They saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
a delight to the eyes.  So just as sin entered the world via the eyes, perhaps we are to understand that 
righteousness enters the world via the eyes.  The eyes of humanity can undo that which the eyes of humanity has 
first done.  Perhaps that is what the resurrection story in the Gospel of Matthew wants to say with all of its 
emphasis on “seeing.” 

But, what do we see come Easter Sunday?  Do we see Jesus raised in the flesh standing before us?  Not 
exactly.  But, we do see the body of Christ, the faithful people of God, gathered to worship the risen Lord.  In fact, 
we see God’s faithful people gathered every Sunday, gathered every “little Easter,” as Martin Luther called 
Sundays.  To me, that has always been one of the strongest proofs that Christ is risen and is very much alive.  
God’s people get up on an early Sunday morning, prepare themselves worship, and gather for church.  All that 
does not happen if there is no active Spirit of the risen Christ moving people to do so.  People would otherwise 
just sleep in, or stay at home and read the paper and drink a cup of coffee.  Seeing the risen Lord is somehow then 
connected to our being open to Christ’s Spirit at work in us, calling us - gathering us, empowering us in worship to 
be God’s presence in the world at large. 

Easter is sort of us then.  We are the body of Christ in the world—the hands and feet, the instrument of 
God’s grace.  Again, all of this happens with us coming to see the risen Lord in the flesh at church, when we 
gathered to thank and praise the risen Lord.  “Come to Galilee; there you will see me,” says Jesus.  Come to Our 
Saviour Lutheran; there you will see Him.  And then, be the risen Lord for others to see.    

We are invited to gather to observe the mystery of our faith this month.  Particularly, we are invited to 
witness the grace of God in the celebration of Holy Week.  Come and be the church, be the very presence of Jesus 
Christ to one another and to the world. 

April 9th, 8:30 and 10:45am—PALM SUNDAY w/ the Procession of Palms  
(Easter Egg Hunt during Sunday School hour)  

April 13th, 7:00pm—MAUNDY THURSDAY w/ Holy Communion and the Stripping of the Altar 
April 14th, 7:00pm—GOOD FRIDAY, Service of Shadows 
April 15th, 7:30pm—EASTER VIGIL at Good Shepherd, Paxtang 
April 16th, 7:00am and 10:45am—EASTER SUNDAY 
 

     In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke 
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net.  Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for April 2016 

 

April 2 — Lent 5 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 130 
Romans 8:6-11 
John 11:1-45 
 
April 9 — Palm Sunday 
Matthew 21:1-11 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Matthew 26:14 - 27:66 
 
April 13 — Maundy Thursday 
Exodus 12:1-14 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
April 14 — Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12 
Psalm 22 
Hebrews 10:16-25 
John 18:1-19,42 
 
April 16 — Easter Sunday  
Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Colossians 3:1-4 
Matthew 28:1-10 
 
April 23 — Easter 2 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
John 20:19-31 
 
April 30 — Easter 3 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 
 

          Joint Lenten Study  
sponsored by Our Saviour, Good Shepherd and 

Zion    
Join us on Thursday mornings in Lent here at Our Saviour 

beginning at 10:00 am 
The themes for the last 2 remaining sessions are:  
April 6th -  A Just World (Where All Are Fed) 
April 13th - A Sustainable Future 
 
 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry                                         
Meetings to begin for 2017:                                                                                            
The first meeting of the year for the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry will be Tuesday, April 25 (always the fourth 
Tuesday of the month), beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the church.   
You need not know how to knit or crochet to participate; nor 
must you be a member of the church.   We will teach you – 
young and not-so-young!  Prayer Shawls, as well as other 
items such as chemo caps and lap afghans for those in 
wheelchairs, are available on the wall display in the Narthex 
by the Sanctuary door.  Also, in a basket by this display, are 
mini-shawls.     Help yourself.                                                                     
Andrea Faber, Prayer Shawl Ministry Coordinator 
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About Worship 

 

 For this month, I want to use this article to give you a gentle reminder to be mindful of those around you in 
worship.  It has been brought to my attention that some of the conversations that happen during the prelude of the 
service and during communion are distractions to others’ focus on worship.   

I appreciate how much we enjoy one another.  I see it particularly when we are Sharing the Peace, and 
when we meet in the narthex before and after worship.  But, with that said, when we enter the worship space, we 
should really refrain from any extraneous conversations as we prepare for worship.  It is at this point that we 
should be centering ourselves on our worship of God. 

If you do need to talk to someone right before worship, please hold your conversation in the narthex.  And, 
if you think of something during worship that you need to tell someone, please wait until the worship service is 
over.   

With regards to worship, think of that hour in this way:  “Be still, and know that I am God”  (Psalm 46:10).  
We should know of nothing, we should be preoccupied by nothing, other than the praise of God when we enter the 
sanctuary. 

Thank you for your understanding. 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Harrisburg Area Youth Initiative 
(HAYI)                                                                                                                     
The  next monthly meeting of the Harrisburg                      
Conference youth initiative will be held  on Sunday, 
April 9th from 6-8 pm at Good Shepherd,                                    
3700 Rutherford St., Paxtang.  Come on out & join in 
this new, fresh initiative with the youth of the                 
Harrisburg Conference.  All youth in Middle & High 
School  are invited to attend, as well as parents.  See 
you there.  

Thank you!                                                                      
Many thanks to Toby 
Drake for the splendid 
shelves he made for 
the Chimes Choir.     
Everything we need fits neatly onto the shelves, and 
because the shelves have wheels, we can move it all 
into the sanctuary or fellowship hall in one trip: 
chimes, mallets, the beautiful chimes stands Don 
DeArmitt made for us, music stands, and bells.               
Thank you for making our set-up easier, Toby!  

 

 

Congratulations!                                                             
Our congratulations go out the 
Landis family, Tiffany, Victor & Tyler, upon the birth 
of Connor, born on March 4th.  Connor weighed in at  
8 lbs, 3 ozs and  21” long.   

Let’s think about camp                              
this summer!                                                                
We have received the new camping corp. brochures 

for the upcoming 2017 summer programs.  Pick one 

up & check out all that is being offered this year!  Or 

you are invited to visit Kirchenwald or Nawakwa on 

Sunday, April 9th from 2-4:30 pm.  Take a tour of 

camp with members of their summer staff and see 

what camp is all about.  This event is free, just let the 

camp know you are coming 

(www.lutherancamping.org or 717-677-8211) 
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 Recently, I have thinking about the stewardship of God with respect to outer space.  Maybe we remember 
the saying from the movie Contact, and I am paraphrasing here:  “Well, if it is just us out here in the universe, then 
it seems like an awful waste of space.”  Even within our own solar system, there are numerous worlds—planets, 
moons, etc.—which don’t seem hospitable to life, except of course, the planet Earth. 
 But, then I got thinking about what the solar system has taught scientists with respect to our planet Earth.  
We have learned that Venus has an atmosphere of over 96% carbon dioxide.  As a result of these abundant 
greenhouse gases, the surface temperature on Venus is a balmy 864⁰ F.  If at one time there had been water on 
Venus, it has long since boiled off.  And, as far as scientists can tell, there is no sign of life on the planet.  Venus, 
which is our Earth’s twin in many ways, might just serve as a witness to us of what can happen as a result of 
runaway greenhouse gases and global warming. 
 Furthermore, we have learned about the Earth’s ozone layer and the importance it plays by examining 
Mars.  Mars has no ozone layer, and so UV light bombards the surface of Mars.  UV light degrades biological 
organisms overtime, specifically affecting DNA.  Perhaps one of the contributing factors to the absence of life on 
Mars (at least no life has been found to this point) is the absence of an ozone layer in Mars’ atmosphere.  If 
scientists hadn’t made this connection when they had, who knows, we might still be to this day destroying our 
ozone layer unawares.  Today we know that chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) as found in refrigerants and aerosol 
propellants destroy the ozone layer.  Since the late 1970s the use of CFCs has been heavily regulated.  In short, like 
Venus, Mars might also serve as a witness to us of what can happen as a result of our ignorance and/or indifference 
to the atmosphere. 
 So, when we talk about the carelessness of God, that God would just create worlds in our solar system that 
seemingly serve no purpose, like Mars and like Venus which harbor no life, we have to stop and pause.  Perhaps, at 
the very least, God created everything around us in the universe to be of intellectual benefit to us regarding our 
place in the heavens.  Perhaps, the objects in our solar system, as well as those of the larger universe, are there for 
our good, to help us care for our own planet.  
 Let me give you one more example, that being, the moon.  Aside from serving as a stabilizing force on our 
planet (indeed without the moon’s gravitational pull on the Earth, the Earth would wobble on its axis, which would 
have profound effects on our climate and weather), the moon was a great impetus for the space program.   The 
space race between Russia and the U.S. catapulted humanity’s research of and interest in space.  And, perhaps, 
God put the moon right there in such plain view because God knew humans would seek to visit it.  And God knew 
that the moon would be just a stepping stone in humanity’s desire to learn more about space.  And God knew that 
we would learn then about Venus and Mars which would benefit our knowledge about Earth.  And, who knows 
what other important lessons we will learn as we explore space. 
 I conclude this article then by saying that we will be taking time in our upcoming Bible study meetings to 
examine “The Bible and Science.”  Stay tuned for those upcoming dates.  And, I hope you will join us. 
   
     
          
  
  

   
 

              

                                                                                       

 

A Word on Stewardship 
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 Dear Padre,   

Can you explain why Lutherans gravitate NOT toward “either/or” but “both/and” when discussing 
two sides of an argument? 
 
Signed, “Which Side Wins” 
 
Dear Which Side Wins, 
 

Yes, it is true that Lutherans are notorious for arguing for both sides of a question.  For instance, what am 
I—a saint or a sinner?  Yes, you are both.  In baptism, you have been made a new creation, a redeemed child of 
God, a saint.  But, in this life, we still struggle with sin.  AND, am I free or in bondage?  Yes, you are both.  You are a 
perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. But you are also a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.  You are 
freed in Christ.  But, you are freed to serve.  AND, is God’s kingdom already established or are we still awaiting his 
kingdom?  Yes, it is both.  With Christ’s death and resurrection, God’s kingdom has already begun to break in to our 
world.  But, it is not here in all of its fullness.  AND, are we to read God’s Word as law or gospel?  Yes, it is both.  On 
and on we could go.  Lutherans really do sit on both sides.  We could simply say it this way, “Truth ultimately is 
found in paradox.” 

The other day, my wife and I were talking about whether a specific church should be apologetic about the 
Church’s history as a whole.  You see, there is a new church in our synod called Communities of Hope that weekly 
includes an apology in their confession.  They regularly apologize for where the Church has gone terribly awry in 
the past.  And, Kathy and I were talking about whether this is good or bad.  On one hand, it is necessary for even 
the Church to confess its sins.  But, on the other hand, a specific church regularly apologizing for the Church could 
lead one to think that the institutional Church (all the other Lutheran and non-Lutheran churches out there) are to 
be condemned.  But, indeed, there are a lot of faithful people doing a lot of faithful work in a lot of faithful 
churches.  This apologetic confession could almost be understood as lifting up the people of Communities of Hope 
as somehow better than other churches.  So, is the apology a good or bad thing—well, the answer again, is 
probably, “Yes, it is both.” 

I encourage us all to consider this Lutheran take on two-sided questions.  Keep in mind that truth often is 
found in paradox.  Thanks for your question. 

 

Welcome Committee Upcoming Events                                                                                           
Easter Sunday - The Welcome Committee will host a very special “continental” Easter Sunday social 
between services on Easter Sunday.  Celebrate “He Is Risen” with each other during this time of fellowship.    

Mark your calendars for our bi-annual event to celebrate the men of our church.  We will have the 
“Father, Child, Brother, Friend’ event on Saturday, June 17th.  You will hear more about this event in                             
the May newsletter.     

Every 1st Sunday of the month, the Welcome Committee hosts our “First Sunday Social.”  If you have a favorite           
pastry, fruit, or delectable treat you would like to provide, we would be happy to include it.  There is a sign up 
sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  Please sign up to bring your “favorite” to First Sunday Social.                                           
Our bulletin board will soon include our calendar of events for this year.                                                                                              
Thank you for your support.  Carol Ranck & Linda Schreier, co-chairs. 
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Joint Council Meeting Minutes 
February 27, 2017 

 
The meeting was called to order by Pastor Jorgensen at 7:00 p.m.  Following an opening prayer, those in attendance 
were asked to divide into smaller groups of 3 or 4, with at least one person being from one of the other two                      
congregations.  Each group studied Ezekiel 37:1-14 and spent time reflecting on these questions: 
 

What does this passage have to say about God? 
 

What does this passage say about who I am? 
 

What does this passage say about how we live in community together? 
 

What does God want me to do? 
 
In addition to the agenda, handouts included: 
 
 1) “Areas for Discussion and Agreement” from pp. 23-24 of “Mergers and Consolidations”; and 
 

 2)  a compilation of the post-it notes from the February 1, 2017 joint council meeting. 
 
Pastor Jorgensen directed the group’s attention to the agenda and stated that the list under “Naming Assets/
Liabilities”, contains the nuts and bolts for areas of discussion.  As an example, Our Saviour is currently revising its 
constitution; Pastor Jorgensen recommended that Zion participate in that process. 
 
A concern was expressed by a member of Our Saviour about the timing of the merger.  Pastor Jorgensen’s response 
was “Let God works as God works.  Our faith in God will lead us.”  He continued that they (Our Saviour and Zion) 
were most likely looking at a period of 18 months for the merger to be complete. 
 
The councils of Our Saviour and Zion were asked to share key ministry tasks, which Pastor Jorgensen wrote on 
newsprint: 
 

Worship & Music 
Altar Guild 
Youth Ministry 
Child Protection Policy 
Social Ministry  
WELCA 
Stewardship 
Property 
Christian Education 
Welcome Committee / Parish Life Committee 
Outreach 
 

Below are the areas that Pastor Jorgensen told the two councils they need to think about: 
 

Worship & Music 
Stewardship 
Social Ministry / Outreach 
Fellowship 
Christian Education 
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   He directed that the Worship and Music folks from the three congregations meet sometime over the course of the 
next eight (8) weeks to discuss what worship might look like.  Pastors Carnes, Petruschke, and Baker should                       
convene the meeting. 
 
In addition, Pastor Jorgensen stated that, within ten (10) days, meetings are to be scheduled among key leaders of 
the following ministries: 
 

Stewardship 
Social Ministry 
Fellowship (WELCA from Zion and Welcome Committee from Our Saviour) 
Christian Education 
Property * 

 
Our Saviour will be holding a capital planning project meeting on March 28.  Zion is to be invited. 
 
Future conversations will be undertaken in the areas of Budgeting & Finance and Constitutional By-Laws. 
 
Pastor Joel inquired about the framework for these meetings.  Pastor Jorgensen replied that he will email                                      
information that will provide some guidance. 
 
Pastor Joel asked who would be facilitating the meetings.  Pastor Jorgensen responded with: 
 

 Worship & Music — Pastors are to be the facilitators 
 Stewardship — Pastors should be in the room 
 Other committees — chair of each committee could facilitate 
 
It is important that a council member from each congregation be involved in every conversation and notes be taken.                   

 
Pastor Sharon stated she would be sharing the document, “Protracted Discussions in a Spirit of Mutual Respect” for 
guidance. 
 
Drew (Our Saviour) asked for clarification on these meetings — they are strictly to discuss what they do  — no                       
decisions are expected to be made.  Pastor Jorgensen replied that the meetings are for building relationships, not 
decision-making. 
 
The next joint council meeting is scheduled for April 24, 2017, at Zion, beginning at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Prior to closing with prayer, Pastor Sharon stated, “Jesus calls us to be transformed and transfigured, not                                  
transmogrified.” 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   1 
 
8 am - Egg making 

Paula Barker 

2- Lent 5 

8:30 am - Word &                             
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word & 
Sacrament 
1st Sunday Social 
Egg making after 
worship 

3 
 
8 am - Egg making 
6 pm - Welcome 
Committee 

 
 
 

 

4 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Ira Evans 
Donald Forker 

5 
 
8 am & 4 pm - Egg 
making 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

 
 

Madalynn Brittelli 
Lori Provencher 

6 
 
10 am - Lenten 
Study 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 

Ashley Brittelli 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Isabella Kessler 

8 
 
 
8 am - Egg making 
 
 
 
 
 

Tara Shuler 

9 - Palm Sunday 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School/Egg Hunt 
10:45 am  - Word  
& Sacrament 
6-8 pm - HAYI @Good 
Shepherd, Paxtang 

Hope Bowling 

10 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

David Shadel 

11 
 
 

 
 
 

12 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

 

13 -  
 
 
10 am - Lenten 
Study 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
7 pm - Worship 

Barbara Ecklund 
Clara Forrest  

14 - Good Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm - Worship 
 

Kevin Ecklund 
George Sheleman 

15 
 
7:30 pm - Easter Vigil 
Worship @Good 
Shepherd, Paxtang 
 
 
 

Toby Drake 
Lauren Trea 

16 - Easter Sunday 
7 am - Word &  

Sacrament 
 No Sunday  

School 
Easter Sunday Social 

10:45 am - Word & 
Sacrament 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
7 pm - Worship & 
Music 
 

 
 

 

19 
 
7 pm - Council 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 

Robert McIntyre 

20 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 

 
 

21 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dan  Fleming 

22 
 
Hanna Hope Garden 
Preparation 
 

 
 
 

23 - Easter 2 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
Sacrament 

24 
 
6:45 pm - Merger 
Dialogue @Zion, 
Penbrook 

 
 

25 
 
6 pm - Prayer 
Shawl 
7 pm - Altar Guild 
 

Herbert Logan 

26 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 

Mary Petruschke 

27 
 
6 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 

Randy Brittelli 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
8:30 am - HAYI Service 
Event w/lunch @Wittel  
Farm 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 

30 - Easter 3 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday  
School 
11 am  - Worship  
@Good Shepherd,  
Paxtang 
6-8 pm -  HAYI Escape 
Room Event 

Reminder:  the 
May newsletter 
deadline is                         
Sunday, April 16th. 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 

8:30 am & 10:45 am  
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

every Sunday. 
Sunday School  

9:30 am 
 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


