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 Newsletter of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 
420 North Progress Avenue 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 With the start of this month of March, we begin the season of Lent.  Ash Wednesday falls on March 1st 
this year.  So, the question that usually comes to mind with the beginning of Lent is “What will my Lenten 
discipline be?”  We know the routine.  Some decide to improve their person by giving up a particular indulgence 
or bad habit.  Others decide to improve their spiritual life, striving to improve their relationship with God through 
a specific religious practice, like prayer or worship.  Still others decide to work on their personal relationships with 
their family, co-workers, or friends. 
  The above ideas are all good, but how about something else?  How about doing something that expands 
our understanding about an important topic in our society and in the world?  How about doing something like 
examining the issues surrounding economic justice?  Well, here is your opportunity.    
  During Lent, we are again teaming up with Zion and Good Shepherd Lutheran Churches to conduct a 
Lenten Study.  The study will take place over the course of five Thursday mornings in Lent.  We will gather at 
10:00am on March 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th, and April 6th. The sessions will be held at Our Saviour.  The themes for each 
of the sessions are as follows:  1) A ‘Household’ Economy. 2) An Economy of Grace, 3) Livelihood and Vocation, 4) 
A Just World (Where All Are Fed), and 5) A Sustainable Future. 
 What may come from such a study?  Hopefully, at the very least, we will be able to appreciate the various 
aspects regarding economic justice as we think about particular situations in the world that touch upon economic 
justice.   By the end of the study, we hope to understand economic justice based on how we see the situation, 
that is, whether we believe there is scarcity (not enough resources for everyone) or abundance (more than 
enough for everyone).  Second, we will learn the difference between an economy of merit and an economy of 
grace.  The former sees the economy as a system that distributes based on good behavior (hard work), whereas 
the latter sees the economy as a system that distributes based on the common good.  Not that people shouldn’t 
work hard, but grace helps us focus on others and the good of the whole community.  Third, we will examine how 
we participate in the economy by our livelihood and our vocation (calling), such that we may come to see our 
work as more than just our job, but as our way of participating in God’s gracious and creative care for the world.  
Fourth, we will learn how to distinguish between justice and injustice in society.  Specifically we will consider what 
practices, policies, and behaviors does justice demand.  And finally, we will reflect on sustainability with regards to 
economic justice, that is, not only discerning how to provide sufficient access to the goods we all need to live 
today, but also being mindful of the goods future generations will need to live for tomorrow and beyond.  Now 
yes, that is a lot to digest, but hey, we will have five weeks together to do so.  And, who knows, by God’s grace, 
this Lenten study may continue to spark dialogue among us for some time to come, as we grapple with emerging 
domestic and world events.      
 So, what if you are not able to be at any or all of sessions, and yet you would still like to review the 
information on your own?  You can obtain a copy of the Lenten Study we will be using by going to                                  
http://recources.elca.org/ELCA_World_Hunger-Lenten_Study_2017.html   
Another resource that would also be worth checking out is the ELCA’s Social Statement on 
economic life entitled “Sufficient, Sustainable Livelihood for All.”  You can find this document at                                      
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Economic-Life 
 May you and yours be blessed as we journey together through this season of Lent 
toward Holy Week and the suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord.   
 
      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke 
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Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
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Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net.  Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for March 2016 

 

March 1— Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 51:1-17 
2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 
March 5 — Lent 1 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Psalm 32 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 
 
March 12 — Lent 2 
Genesis 12:1-4a 
Psalm 121 
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
John 3:1-17 
 
March 19 — Lent 3 
Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 95 
Romans 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 
 
March 26 — Lent 4  
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Psalm 23 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 

 

      
    Ash Wednesday     
        March 1st 
      Worship  7:00 pm    
 
 
 

Joint Lenten Study  
sponsored by Our Saviour, Good Shepherd and Zion    

 
Join us on Thursday mornings in Lent here at Our Saviour 

beginning at 10:00 am 
The themes for each of the sessions are:  

March 9th - A ‘Household’ Economy 
March 16th -  An Economy of Grace 
March 23rd - Livelihood and Vocation 
March 30th -  A Just World (Where All Are Fed) 
April 6th - A Sustainable Future 
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About Worship 

 

“In the night in which he was betrayed…”  These words begin the Words of Institution, the words we use to 
consecrate the bread and wine for our communion meal.  Ironic, isn’t it?  That the blessing of God’s grace in Christ’s 
holy supper begins with the acknowledgement of Christ’s betrayal.  And there, in that disconnect, we get the                   
profound sense of what is Lent. 

Lent is our time in the church year for preparation.  We prepare our hearts and minds to experience the 
great mystery of our faith: the suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord.  Lent, though, is the recognition that 
God is betrayed by us.  We have crucified Christ.  We are guilty of our Lord’s death.  For we, all of us, have sinned.  
“In the night in which he was betrayed…”   That is referring to us. 

“How have we betrayed Christ?” you ask.  Consider these questions derived from the Confession and                       
Forgiveness liturgy.  How have we failed by sinning in thought, word, and deed?  How have we failed by doing what 
we shouldn’t have done, and neglecting to do the things we ought to have done?  How have we failed to love God 
with our whole heart?  How have we failed to love our neighbor as ourselves?  Oh, how we have failed!  “In the 
night in which he was betrayed…” 

In our preparation for the mystery of our faith, we acknowledge another great mystery  then.   We 
acknowledge that even though we are mired in sin, even though we are sinful to the core, God still loves us and 
God will save us.  “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 

In this way, every time we celebrate communion, and hear those words, “In the night in which he was                
betrayed…” we are experiencing a little Lent.  For we are reminded by those words that 1) we have failed our Lord 
Jesus, and 2) God’s grace is truly extraordinary. 

God’s grace is extraordinary because in spite of our failings, God blesses us.  The communion meal still  
happens even though we remember these words “the night in which he was betrayed” speak of how underserving 
we are.  It is ironic.  It is like the act of grace whereby God makes more substantial clothing for Adam and Even, 
even though they had just disobeyed God and ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  It is like the act of 
grace whereby God puts a mark of protection on Cain, even though Cain has just killed his brother Abel.  Commun-
ion is God’s grace to us, even though we have failed God. 

“In the night in which he was betrayed…”  There is a long Lenten night we must journey through, but we 
can be assured that the dawn will break, because of God’s grace in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.   

  
 
 
 

Matinee with Martin Luther                                                                                                                                                                    
In observance of the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation, the women of the ELCA 
of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church of Penbrook invite all the members of your congregation 
to join us for a showing of the latest Martin Luther film.                                                                                                                                                                                      
Saturday, March 18, 2017                                                                                                                                                                             
2:00 pm                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Popcorn and beverages will be served.                                                                                                                                                           
Zion is located at 2730 Booser Ave. in Penbrook                                                                                                                                                    
RSVP:  Please let Zion know if you plan to attend by March 10th.  You may phone, 233-0776,                                                                  
or email, ehafer921@verizon.net.  
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 At our second Growing Stewards workshop held on February 18th at Our Saviour, we had a lively discussion 
about the difference between our giving to the church and our giving to other organizations.  The presenter stated 
the case that non-church organizations have one ultimate goal in mind: to get us to give money.   To the contrary, 
the church’s goal for us, as Christians who give, is to help us grow in our relationship with God.  Giving generously 
helps shape us as God’s people.  Indeed, giving generously helps us understand God’s self, because God is a 
generous giver.   
 Now, this distinction between our giving to the church and our giving to other organizations elicited all 
sorts of responses from those in attendance at the workshop.  We noted that maybe the best thing those other 
organizations can do is to seek ways to engage people in their organization.  It may be helpful in the long run to 
solicit an investment of time or a commitment of service from people for the sake of the organization, in addition 
to soliciting a financial gift.  Is it not true after all that the more we give, the more we give?  This idea is certainly 
true of the church, that those who give abundantly of their time and energy to the church, often are also good 
givers financially. 
 Something else came about in the discussion.  We noted how it is true that for many of us giving includes 
more than just our giving to the church, but that that “extra-curricular” giving does not often get recognized by the 
church as part of our giving.  My wife and I do tithe, for instance.  We give more than ten percent of our income to 
charity, but not all of that goes to Our Saviour and Good Shepherd, a large part of it does, but not all of it.  And, in 
our discussion at the Growing Stewards event we noted that it might be helpful to talk about why people give to 
the organizations they do.  Probably, we give to such organizations because they have touched our lives in some 
way, or because we see the impact they make on other people’s lives.  In other words, the story of that 
organization affects us personally.  And so, in the same vein, it probably would go a long way for our church’s 
stewardship if the church members could articulate why they give to the church.  How has the church story 
impacted our lives? 
 In addition to our individual giving, we also noted that churches give to the larger institution, namely the 
Lower Susquehanna Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  These monies go to the greater 
mission in the world.  Now, we do get a giving statement from the synod, thanking us for our mission support.  And, 
the report does note our giving to some other organizations like Lutheran World Relief and the Always Being Made 
New campaign.  But, we noted in our discussion that perhaps the synod should also glean information from 
congregations about other mission work that goes beyond our financial giving.  For example, Our Saviour also 
serves the greater community through Family Promise, our Prayer Shawl Ministry, our Second Sunday Food 
Offering, Hanna Hope Garden and so forth.  Perhaps, those ministries and others like them should be on the 
congregations’ mission reports from the synod. 
 Finally, I want to note that the many charitable organizations out there in the world have the church to  
thank for the generosity of many of its donors.  Now, I am not saying that those organizations are somehow 
delinquent in giving us a grateful acknowledgement…maybe.  But, what I am saying is that I do think it is true that 
church does indeed nurture the generous spirit in its members, so much so that our generosity spills over into our 
giving beyond the coffers of the church.   Many give generously to organizations because they have learned 
generosity from the church specifically in Christ’s example of generosity to all people.    
 

   
 

              

                                                                                       

 

A Word on Stewardship 
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 Dear Padre,   

I was wondering if the name “Pontius” in front of Pilate is a title or Pilate’s first name?  Thanks. 
 
Signed, A Member of Our Saviour 
 
Dear Member of Our Saviour, 
 

“Pontius” is the first part of Pilate’s name, and it is a name found within the Samnites, who were an ancient 
Italic tribe that lived in south-central Italy.  The Samnites later became the Romans.  The name “Pontius” is not to 
be confused with the word “Pontiff” which is a title.  Pontiff is another name for the Pope.  “Pilate,” not to be 
confused with the word “pilot,” is a name that apparently means “armed with a dart.” 

Pontius Pilate was a Roman prefect of Judea.  In short, he was the governor of the province which included 
the city of Jerusalem.  Why he is important is because some significant events happened during his term in office 
(A.D. 26-36), not least of which is the ministry and crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  Indeed, why Pontius Pilate appears in 
our Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds is to emphasize that Jesus was a real life human being that existed in history.  We 
can place Jesus on the historical timeline because of the name Pontius Pilate.  

 Now, in addition to the Four Gospels in the New Testament, we know from other sources Pontius 
Pilate was a real life human being that existed in history.  There is an inscription called the Pilate Stone that 
confirms his historicity as well as establishes his title as prefect.  There is also a brief mention of Pilate by the 
ancient historian known as Tacitus.  Furthermore, the ancient Jewish historian known as Josephus as well as the 
Hellenistic Jewish philosopher Philo of Alexandria both make reference to Pilate. 

 According to Josephus, Pontius Pilate engaged in acts that terribly upset the Jewish residents of 
Jerusalem.  When Pilate first brought Roman troops to Jerusalem, he offended Jewish sensibilities by allowing the 
troops to bring into the city their military standards with the busts of the emperor.  Of course, this act was an 
affront because of the Jewish law against graven images.  Not to mention, that this was done in an underhanded 
manner, the troops bringing in and setting up the images by night.  On another occasion, Pilate used monies that 
were designated for the Temple to build an aqueduct for Jerusalem.  There were protests by Jews, which were 
quelled by Pilate.   Pilate directed Roman soldiers to dress as Jewish civilians and to hide within the crowds.  And at 
the arranged signal, the soldiers attacked the crowds with clubs.   

 From the view of the Roman government, however, they appeared to be not so displeased with 
Pilate, since he served an unusually long term as prefect of Juda.  Included among Pilate’s jobs as prefect was the 
collection of imperial taxes and the maintaining the peace.  The failure of this latter duty appears to have been the 
undoing of Pilate.  In A.D. 35, a large number of people gathered at Mount Gerizim in support of a Samaritan 
prophet.  Pilate saw the incident as an insurrection and attacked the crowd with cavalry and heavy infantry, killing 
many in the battle and executing the leaders among the captured.  Pilate’s regional superior, Vitellius, removed 
Pilate from office and sent him to Rome to render an account of his conduct.   

 
Thanks for your question.  I hope this answers your question and gives you a better understanding of who 

Pontius Pilate was. 
 
Signed, Padre 
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Let’s think about 
camp!                               
We have received the new 

camping corp. brochures for 

the upcoming 2017 summer programs.  Pick 

one up & check out all that is being offered 

this year! 

 

 

An apology.                                                    
We apologize for the                                                     

oversight and would like to                                               

make a correction to the                                               

February newsletter.  Of our                                               

Brothers in Christ whom we                                           

have lost, we failed to                                                             

mention that John Zart is also the brother of 

Anna Gawel and Albert Zart, as well as Eva 

Kunz.                                                  

 

Capital Improvements                     
Planning Meeting 
At the most recent congregational meeting, 
a number of members expressed a desire to 
tackle several projects around the church 
building and its grounds. We heard                              
suggestions for painting walls, installing new 
carpeting in the sanctuary, waxing the floor 
in the fellowship hall, repairing the sidewalk 
along Progress Avenue, and other projects. 
With careful and deliberate planning, we 
should be able to accomplish these projects 
in a reasonable time frame. 
 
Please join us for a capital improvements 
planning meeting to identify projects and 
begin prioritizing them. 

 
When: Tuesday March 28th at 7:00 pm 
Where: Fellowship Hall 

 

  We are now making Easter  

Eggs!!!                                                                                                       

So now any one may sell or take orders from                                                      
businesses, offices, neighbors or eat one every day.  It is not too late 
to come and help on egg making days, just drop by even if for an 
hour or two.  Remember us in your prayers .  Our goal this year is to 
make and sell 21,000 eggs.  Any questions please call Julie - the chair 
bunny at 717-652-7618      
 

Lenten Project                                                                                                                  
The Youth Group and Social Ministry Committee will be doing a                     
Lenten project for Lutheran World Relief by collecting items for                
personal care kits.  The kits contain only new items and very specific 
items, including money needed for shipment from The Lutheran 
World Relief Center.  Items may not have any religious, patriotic or 
military symbols.  We will start with the collection on February 26, 
2017 and end on April 2, 2017. The following list is what we will             
collect each week: 

2/26/17 - One light weight dark colored bath towel - size between  

                  20 X 40 and 27 X 52 inches 

3/5/17 -   Two bath size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 ounces total in 
     it's original wrapping 

3/12/17 - One adult size toothbrush in original packaging 

3/19/17 - One sturdy comb 

3/26/17 - One metal nail clippers with attached nail file 

4/2/17 -   $2.65 for shipping cost from The Lutheran World Relief 
Center, this is the amount needed to ship a care kit. 

Sample items are on display in the Narthex.  Any questions please 
ask Donna Miller, Nadine Martin or Jeanette Logan.  Thank you for 
your help with this project.  

 

Harrisburg Area Youth Initiative (HAYI)                                                                                                                     
The monthly meeting of the new Harrisburg Conference youth                        
initiative will be held here at Our Saviour on Sunday, March 12th 
from 6-8 pm.  Come on out & join in this new, fresh initiative with 
the youth of the Harrisburg Conference.  All youth in 6th through 12th 
grades are invited to attend, as well as parents.  See you there.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1  
  
 
 
8 am & 4 pm - Egg 
Making 
7 pm - Worship 

Bobbi Roach 

2 
 
5:30 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 
 

3  
 

 
Spencer Gervasio 

Julie Pitassi 
Suzanne Reilly 

Aaron Ripka 
Mahone 

4 
 
8 am - Egg making 

 
   
 
 
 

5 - Lent 1 

8:30 am - Word &                             
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word & 
Sacrament 
1st Sunday Social 
Egg making after 
worship 

6 
 
8 am - Egg making 
6 pm - Welcome 
Committee 

 
 
 

 

7 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Sue Grubic 
Hannah Logan 

8 
 
8 am & 4 pm - Egg 
making 
7 pm - Council 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

 
 

Jennifer Halfond 

9 
 
10 am - Lenten 
Study 
5:30 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 

Bob Lisse 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Craig Miller 

11 
 
 
8 am - Egg making 

 
 
 
 
 

Jessica Miller 

12 - Lent 2 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word  
& Sacrament 
Egg making  
6-8 pm - HAYI 

John Zimmerman 

13 
 

8 am - Egg making 
6-9 pm - Private 
Event 

 
 
 

 

14 
 
 

 
 
 

15 
 
8 am & 4 pm - Egg 
making 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

 

16 
 
 
10 am - Lenten 
Study 
5:30 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 

  
Fay Nelms 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Samantha Ingavo 

18 
 
8 am - Egg making 
10 am -  Private Event 
in the Sister’s Room 
2 pm - Matinee with 
Martin Luther at Zion, 
Penbrook  

 
Lanier McIntyre 

19 - Lent 3 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
Sacrament 
Egg making 
newsletter deadline 

Ethan Stump 

20 
 
8 am - Egg making 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Robin Donley 

21 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

22 
 
8 am & 4 pm - Egg 
making 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 
 
 

Linda Schreier 

23 
 
10 am - Lenten 
Study 
5:30 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 

 
Edward Seneca 

24 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

25 
 
8 am - Egg making 
 

 
 
 
 

 

26 - Lent 4 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
Sacrament 
Egg making 

Daniel Kreischer 
Daniel Logan 

27 
 
8 am - Egg making 

 
 
 

28 
 
7 pm - Capital 
Improvements 
Planning Meeting 
 

 
 
 

Louis Simmons 

29 
 
7 pm - Bible Study 

30 
 
10 am - Lenten 
Study 
5:30 pm - Chimes 
Choir 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Heidi Haas 

 

2017 



Good News Page 8 

Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 

8:30 am & 10:45 am  
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

every Sunday. 
Sunday School  

9:30 am 
 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


