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Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 So, have you started to think about your summer plans yet?  After all, it is the perfect time to begin 
considering what you and your family will do this summer.   Indeed, there is nothing better to help cope with the 
winter doldrums than thinking about sunshine, and warm days, and time apart in the woods, especially at one of 
our Lutheran camps.   
 At this time of year then, one of the pieces of mail to which my family always looks forward is the camping 
brochure from the Lutheran Camping Corporation.  We always like to see what are the program offerings, that is, 
what particular camp programs are being offered when.   For instance, there are weeks at camp devoted to 
kayaking, climbing, hiking, biking, horseback riding, theater, music, ultimate sports, arts and crafts, and science.  
There are also trip camps to Assateague Island or to the Adirondacks.  You name it, and there is probably a week 
of camp devoted specifically to it.  And, there are also camp programs for those who are unique, like Night Owls 
for those who like to stay up late, and Tree House for those who like to live in higher altitudes, or as I like to say 
“Close to God” camp.  And, there is Elder Camp for those 55 and older, for senior citizens who also want to be a 
part of camp.  
 Now, this year is going to be a little different for my family as our daughter Mary is not looking to attend 
camp as a camper, but instead hoping to be on staff at Camp Nawakwa.  And, as I am telling you this, allow me to 
say also that if you are fifteen or older and are looking for a summer job, you may also want to submit your 
application to camp.  It is a really fun way to spend your summer at camp and get paid while doing so.        
  Now, of course, in addition to seeing what are the camp offerings for the upcoming summer, my family 
also checks the brochure to see specifically when Family Camp is.  We make it a point each summer to attend 
Family Camp in August.  It is an opportunity for our whole family to be together away from all the demands of life.  
For one week, we don’t have to worry about cooking any meals; the kitchen staff at camp provides three squares 
a day and often an evening snack.  And, we don’t have to worry about doing laundry during the week.  And, even 
though there is a schedule of events and activities at camp during the week, we can do as little or as much as we 
want.  And, the great thing about family camp is that there is “built-in babysitting,” such that in the mornings the 
kids go off with their counselors for morning bible study, and in the afternoon they go off to do various activities, 
which are again facilitated by camp staff.  And, at Camp Nawakwa, we are in cabins that have indoor plumbing, 
such that there is a sink and commode.  I would hardly say we are truly roughing it.  It is camping in the woods 
made easy. 
 So, I encourage you, if you haven’t checked out summer camp lately, you should really consider doing so.  
There are brochures here at the church by the magazine rack in the narthex.  And, if you are not yet totally 
committed but would like to get a taste of what family camp is like, you can always visit my family when we are 
down at Nawakwa this summer.  We will be there from August 6-12.  I will be the one taking an afternoon nap on 
our cabin’s front porch.  Here’s then to dreaming of warmer days! 
 
       In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke 
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net.  Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for February 2016 

 

February 5 — Epiphany 5 
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 
Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 
Matthew 5:13-20 
 
February 12 — Epiphany 6 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Psalm 119:1-8 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 
 
February 19 — Epiphany 7 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 
Psalm 119:33-40 
1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 
Matthew 5:38-48 
 
February 26 — Transfiguration  
Exodus 24:12-18 
Psalm 2 
2 Peters 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 
 

Thank You                                                              
Pastor Joel, Welcoming Committee & Members of the                   
Congregation,                                                                                           
Thank you for the lovely and useful                      
welcome basket.  Everyone I have met has 
been so welcoming and gracious.  I look 
forward getting to know you all better and 
hope to join in some of the activities.                                                                                 
It has been a wonderful experience attending worship                
service on Sundays.  I feel blessed for having found a church 
where I feel at home.                                                                                   
May God bless each of you for your kindness.                                        
Sincerely,                                                                                                       
Nedda Pollock 

 

Thank - you!                                                                  
The Youth Group and Social Ministry 
Committee would like to thank our 
generous members for the great response for The                     
Giving Tree project for the Salvation Army.                                     
Approximately 34 children received gifts which were 
delivered to the Salvation Army Center by Pastor Joel. 
Thank you for all your contributions to help brighten 
Christmas for those in need. 

                                             
Souper Bowl  You are invited to be part 
of our efforts to share God’s love with those in 
need.  Please give generously on Super Bowl 
Sunday (February 5th).  The Youth Group of OSL 
will be participating in the Souper Bowl by                      
selling bowls of soup in the fellowship hall at 
11:45 am (approximately; follows the 10:45 
am service).  Every dollar donated goes to: 

Manna Food Pantry, 56 Banks St., Harrisburg, 
PA  17103, 
which is our 
2017 Souper 
Bowl                
charity.                 

This event is 
sponsored by 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 
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About Worship 

 

 I want us to do look at our church calendar for a moment.  And, I want us to note that we have a longer 
than usual Epiphanytide, that season which runs from January 7 to the day before Ash Wednesday.  This season of 
Epiphanytide varies in length each year.  It can run anywhere from four Sundays to nine Sunday’s long.  This year 
we have a longer Epiphanytide than usual, eight Sundays long. 
 Why does this season vary in length?  Well it all has to do with the date of Easter.  Easter is late this year; it 
falls on April 16th.  And as such, we have a longer Epiphanytide.   

The date of Easter is established by the lunar calendar, such that it falls on the first Sunday after the first 
full moon after the vernal equinox.  So, each year, the church calendar begins with us finding the date of the vernal 
equinox, which is March 20th this year.  And then, we find when the first full moon is after that date of March 20th; 
this year it falls on April 11.  And, then Easter falls on the very next Sunday, which as we said is April 16th.   

From here, April 16th, we count back 46 (not 40, because Sundays aren’t counted in Lent) days to find the 
beginning of Lent, which is Ash Wednesday.  And, after counting backwards 46 days, we come to March 1st.    And 
that then establishes the length of Epiphanytide; it runs from Janunary 7th to February 28th, and again this is a                
longer than usual season.  But, again, it all depends on when Easter falls. 

Sometimes Easter is early, because the first full moon comes soon after the vernal equinox, and so Easter 
can come in the latter part of March.  And so then, when we count off the 46 days of Lent preceding Easter, the 
result is a shortened Epiphanytide, that is, the day from January 7 to the day before Ash Wednesday.   

The moving variable is always Easter.  January 6, the Day of Epiphany, is always stationary.  It is the day  
following the twelve days of the Christmas Season, which always begins on December 25th.  

Now, Pentecost, moves around as well on the calendar, because it is the 50th day after Easter.  So                                
depending on when Easter falls, Pentecost can come earlier or later (sometimes in May, sometimes in June). 

The long green season following Pentecost varies in length then, too.  Because its duration runs from the 
day after Pentecost (which as we said varies) until the day before the first Sunday in Advent (which also varies).  
Because Advent is marked by Sundays and not a number of days preceding Christmas, the length of Advent can and 
does vary. 

   Back to where we started this article, Epiphanytide is longer than usual this year.  It is allows us then the 
extended opportunity to rejoice in the light of Christ.  And, hopefully, this article has shed some light on the length 
of this season as well as a greater appreciation of our annual church calendar. 

 

Matinee with Martin Luther                                                                                                                                                                    
In observance of the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation, the women of the ELCA 
of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church of Penbrook invite all the members of your congregation 
to join us for a showing of the latest Martin Luther film.                                                                                                                                                                                      
Saturday, March 18, 2017                                                                                                                                                                             
2:00 pm                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Popcorn and beverages will be served.                                                                                                                                                           
Zion is located at 2730 Booser Ave. in Penbrook                                                                                                                                                    
RSVP:  Please let Zion know if you plan to attend by March 10th.  You may phone, 233-0776,                                                                  
or email, ehafer921@verizon.net.  

 

Welcome!                                                                                                                                        
We welcome our newest Sister in Christ, Nedda Pollock, who will be received into membership at Our Saviour on  
Sunday, February 5th. 
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 The first in a series of five workshops entitled “Growing Stewards” was held this past month on                             
January 21st at Our Saviour.  It was attended by several congregations from within the synod, and was a good first 
workshop.  The time was spent predominantly in conversation around the topic of congregational readiness. 
 The presenters explained that over the months we would be gathering the focus would be on five nutrients 
needed for growing stewards.  The first of those nutrients is congregational readiness.  In particular, congregational 
readiness entails three key elements.   
 The first of the elements needed for congregational readiness is the need to understand God’s grace.  In 
other words, everything is a gift from God.  One of the prayers we use to begin our communion liturgy says, 
“Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
ourselves, our time, and our possessions….”  Those words capture the truth that everything is a gift from God.  As 
people, we like to believe that our blessings are somehow our doing.  And yes, we may work hard to achieve 
fortune.  But, truly, the source of all of our blessing is from God, who gives us the ability and determination to work 
hard.  So that is the first element of congregational readiness, to grasp fully God’s grace. 
 The second element of congregational readiness is gratitude.  Everything we do should be done out of 
gratitude to God.  And this is the natural response to the first element.  If we see that everything is a gift from God, 
then this perspective should lead us to give thanks to God in all things.  This perspective of gratitude then should 
really challenge those other perspectives that are out there such as entitlement and privilege.  To think that 
somehow we are deserving of our blessings loses sight of who is the source of all blessings, for entitlement and 
privilege wants to say that the individual is self-made based on their or their family’s accomplishments.  But, 
remember, it is all about God’s grace.  On the other hand, one needs to be careful so as not to let one’s self be 
taken advantage of either.  For example, if one has worked hard and is deserving of recognition say at work or 
school, one should speak out.  But, this example is really a bit different from what we are talking about with regards 
to entitlement and privilege. 
 The third element of congregational readiness is generosity.  Understanding God’s grace leads to gratitude, 
and gratitude leads to generosity.  Our Christian life is one that should grow into generosity.  If our life is not 
moving in that direction, we should be asking ourselves, “Why not?”  To be God-like is to be generous, for God is 
abundantly generous to all people.  So what is it that is holding us back from being generous?  Is it our 
understanding of God’s grace?  Perhaps.  Is it our lack of gratitude towards God?  Perhaps.  And, generosity here 
means more than the giving of our financial resources.  It also means the giving of our time and energy, our 
compassion and mercy, and our forgiveness and love.  It includes the giving of our very selves, like Jesus gave 
himself.   
 So if we are struggling with generosity, then it might serve us well to explore more deeply God’s grace that 
we can better understand the truth that everything is a gift.  It might serve us well to consider at the end of the day 
all the ways God blessed us during that day.  And, it might serve us well to express our gratitude to God.  It might 
serve us well to say, “thank you,” to God, regularly and often.  And, it might serve us well to learn generosity by 
practicing generosity.  I had a friend at seminary that believed a person can become what they hope to be by 
disciplining one’s self with practice.  If you act generous, then you will be generous.  Although, as we learned at the 
workshop, I do think the foundation of understanding God’s grace and living with a grateful heart does indeed help 
in this process of becoming generous.            
 The next workshop is scheduled for February 18th, from 9am to noon.  The location has not been set yet, 
but hopefully we can host it again at Our Saviour.  Again, anyone from our congregation who is interested is 
welcome to attend.  There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.  
 
 

   
 

              

A Word on Stewardship 
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 Dear Padre,   

 

With February 14th fast approaching, what can you tell me about St. Valentine? 
 

Signed, What’s with the Hearts? 
 

Dear What’s with the Hearts? 
 

St. Valentine was actually Valentinus, a Christian priest in 3rd century Rome, who was condemned to death because 
he refused to worship Roman gods.  As legend goes, while in jail awaiting execution, Valentinus became friends 
with the jailer’s blind daughter whose eyesight was restored through his prayers.  On the eve of his death, he wrote 
her a farewell message which he signed, “From your Valentine.”  Valentinus died on February 14th, the date we 
observe as Valentine’s Day. 
 

As an aside, the Lutheran Church remembers Cyril and Methodius on February 14th.  These two brothers were the 
missionaries to the Slavs, and they are revered by the Slovaks, Czechs, Croats, Serbs, and Bulgars as founders of 
their alphabet, translators of their liturgy, and builders of the foundation of their literature, as well as heralds of 
the gospel in their land.   Cyril died at Rome on February 14, 869, and his brother died April 6, 885. 
 

Thanks for your question, and have a happy Valentine’s Day. 
 

Signed, Padre 
 

 

It’s Time To Think About Making Easter Eggs!!!!   

We began making eggs on Wednesday, January 18th.  The forms to sign-up for our “Sweet Teams” 
are on one of the tables in the Narthex.  There will be 5 teams with 10 persons needed per team.  
Come on out and join us to help make our Easter Egg project for 2017 a rousing success.  Last year 
we made just 300 shy of making 20,000 eggs and so this year we will try for 21,000.  Please keep 
us in your prayers.  Any questions please call Julie, the Chair Bunny at 652-7618.          
 

Upcoming Lenten Project                                                                                                                                          
The Youth Group and Social Ministry Committee will be doing a Lenten project for Lutheran World Relief. We will 
be asking our members for help to collect items for Personal Care Kits and for monetary donations for shipping of 
the items.  Please watch the  bulletin for more details on the items that will be needed.  We will also have sample 
items in a Narthex display.  Please help us to have a very successful project. 

 

Harrisburg Area Youth Initiative (HAYI)                                                                                                                     
The monthly meeting of the new Harrisburg Conference youth initiative will be held here at Our Saviour on Sunday, 
February 12th from 6-8 pm.  Come on out & join in this new, fresh initiative with the youth of the Harrisburg 
Conference. 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry                                                                                                          
Sunday, January 8th, over 60 
items were blessed.  These 
items include not only                      
prayer shawls for men, 
women and children, but, 
also, lap afghans for those in wheelchairs or 
house-bound, chemo caps and mini-prayer 
shawls for prayers.   A supply of these items 
are on the display in the Narthex.   Feel free 
to help yourself.   

In the Book of Mark, Chapter 11, verse 24, 
Jesus said, “Therefore I tell you, whatever 
you ask for in prayer, believe that you have 
received it, and it will be yours.” 

Andrea Faber, Prayer Shawl Ministry                      

Coordinator 

 

Let’s think about 
camp!                               
We have received the new 

camping corp. brochures for 

the upcoming 2017 summer 

programs.  Pick one up & check out all that 

is being offered this year! 

 

Those we have lost.                               
Let us remember our Brothers & Sister in 

Christ who we have lost this past month and 

keep their families in prayer.                                                     

Ron Acri  (1/4/17)                                                     

George “Pete” Getz  (1/11/17)                                       

John Zart, brother of Eva                                                  

Kunz  (1/17/17)                                                         

Eva Schmelzle  (1/27/17)                                               

Sherman Reed, Andrea                                    

Faber’s relative  (1/29/17) 

 FINANCIAL REPORT 

 December 31, 2016 

   

ENVELOPES AND PLATE $175,656.12  

FUND RAISING $31,338.73  

FELLOWSHIP HALL RENTAL $1,655.00  

    TOTAL INCOME $208,649.85  

   

EXPENSE  $208,294.88  

   

SURPLUS  $354.97  

   

MORTGAGE BALANCE $131,267.04  

   

       PNC ACCOUNTS:  

   

   

CURRENT FUND $32,694.30 

BUILDING FUND $3,373.20 

MEMORIAL FUND $31,595.61 

   

   

       THRIVENT ACCOUNTS  

   

   

REGULAR MUTUALS $81,425.72 

SCHOLARSHIP MUTUALS $98,084.79 

   

   

       SANTANDER ACCOUNT  

   

   

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION $5,158.59 

Strike Out Homelessness                                                                                                                    
Family Promise Harrisburg will be having a bowling party to   
benefit their families in need.  It will be held on Saturday,                       
February 11th from 1-3 pm at Trindle Bowl in Mechanicsburg.  
Cost is $10 which includes 2 hours of bowling, shoe rental, a 
slice of pizza & a small soda.  Come out & have some fun! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
  
8 am & 4 pm - Egg 
Making 
6:30 pm - Council 
Meeting at Zion 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

2 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 
 

3  
 
 
 

 
 
 

4 
 
8 am - Egg making 

 
   
 
 

Nicholas Bartell 

5 - Epiphany 5 
8:30 am - Word &                             
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word & 
Sacrament 
11:45 am - Souper Bowl 
Egg making after 
worship 

Tracy Gervasio 

6 
 
8 am - Egg making 
6 pm - Welcome 
Committee 

 
 
 

Kendra Gotshall 
Krista Koropchek 

7 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

8 
 
8 am & 4 pm - Egg 
making 
7 pm - Council 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

 
Merlin Beachell 

David Mink 

9 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 

 
 

Pamela Cribari 
Elizabeth Neidich 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Jonah Petruschke 

11 
 
 
8 am - Egg making 

 
 
 
 
 

Renee Gibson 

12 - Epiphany 6 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word & 
Sacrament 
6-8 pm - HAYI 
 

13 
 

8 am - Egg making 
6-9 pm - Private 
Event 

 
 
 

Michael Balas 

14 
 
 

 
 
 

15 
 
8 am & 4 pm - Egg 
making 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 

 

16 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 

 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

18 
 
8 am - Egg making 
9 am-12 noon 
Growing Stewards 
Workshop 
 

19 - Epiphany 7 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
Sacrament 
newsletter deadline 

20 
 
8 am - Egg making 
 
 
 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Douglas Mink 

22 
 
8 am & 4 pm - Egg 
making 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 
 

23 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 

24 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

25 
 
8 am - Egg making 
 

 
 
 
 

Emma Burgett 

26 - Epiphany 8 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
Sacrament 
 

27 
 
8 am - Egg making 

 
 
 

28 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 

8:30 am & 10:45 am  
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

every Sunday. 
Sunday School  

9:30 am 
 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


