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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 Calling all middle school age AND high school age youth AND parents and interested adults!  As a result of 
the conversations within our Harrisburg Conference regarding cooperative youth ministry, we are beginning a 
new youth program called The Harrisburg Area Youth Initiative (HAYI).  It is going to be great! 
   
 The program is going to be facilitated by three individuals from within our conference:   Pastor Victoria 
Larson (Trinity, Steelton), Pastor Hal Fox (retired), and Brian Atkinson (a member of Communities of Hope).  The 
plan is to have monthly meetings, rotating the given site on a quarterly basis.  Indeed, HAYI will have its first three 
monthly meetings (January, February, and March) at Our Saviour.  And, then the meetings will be at another 
church for the next three months.  The meetings will run from 6:00pm to 8:00pm on Sunday evenings. 
 
 The first HAYI meeting is scheduled for January 15th, from 6:00 to 8:00pm, at Our Saviour.  I recognize 
that our young families will just be coming home from the Nawakwa Family Retreat.  The hope is that our youth 
and parents will want to continue the comradery generated at the retreat by gathering again on Sunday evening 
for the youth meeting.  Not to mention, we figured, it was a good evening to hold the first meeting, as the next 
day is a holiday.  
   
 At the meetings, the plan is to have distinct breakout groups: one geared toward the middle schoolers, 
one geared toward high schoolers, and one geared toward parents/adults.  The curriculum will be group specific, 
but cover the same information.  The parents and adults are encouraged to attend so that they can learn 
alongside the youth and bring those learnings back into the home.  In other words, parents and adults will learn 
about the same topic the youth are learning, and so can talk later with their youth about said topic.  For instance, 
the first meeting’s topic will explore questions we have about our faith.  Maybe, you want to know what Lutheran 
Christians believe happens when we die.  Maybe, you want to know why almighty God would allow war and 
disease to be part of God’s creation.  Maybe, you want to know why God is taking so long to come again.  Each 
breakout group will have some time to explore the different questions that are on your minds.  So, come with 
your questions.  We can’t promise we’ll have all the answers, but part of the process is struggling together with 
the questions. 
 
 If you would like more information about HAYI you can visit the website at hbgconfyouth.wixsite.com/
hbgyouthinitiative   Or, you can search Facebook for Harrisburg Area Youth Initiative.   Or, feel free to come to me 
with any question about this program, and I will try to answer them. 
 
 We hope you join us for the new endeavor.  It can only be successful with your participation.  Please feel 
free to invite your friends.  See you on January 15th.   
 

      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke  
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net.  Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for December 2016 

 

January 1 — Name of Jesus 
Numbers 6:22-27 
Psalm 8 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:15-21 
 
January 8 — Baptism of Our Lord 
Isaiah 42:1-9 
Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43 
Matthew 3:13-17 
 
January 15 — Epiphany 2 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-11 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42 
 
January 22 — Epiphany 3  
Isaiah 9:1-4 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Matthew 4:12-23 
 
January 29 — Epiphany 4 
Micah 6:1-8 
Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Matthew 5:1-12 

Thank you from all the staff!                                                        
We would like to thank you all for the generous gifts &                           
holiday greeting  cards.  Your thoughtfulness is greatly                        
appreciated this holiday season.                                                     
Pastor Joel, Margaret, Dave, Alta & Barb. 
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About Worship 

 

Isaiah 43:19 states, “I am about to do a new thing.”  A very good quote for the New Year.  And, Our Saviour, 
in cooperation with Zion and Good Shepherd, is about to do a new thing.  Throughout the 2017 calendar year, we 
are going to hold a joint worship service on the fifth Sunday of those months with five Sunday’s.   

The first of those fifth Sunday’s falls on January 29th, and will be held here at Our Saviour at the 10:45am 
worship service.  The subsequent fifth Sunday’s fall on April 30th, July 30th, October 29th, December 31st.  The site 
where we will worship would rotate, such that each congregation will have the opportunity to worship at the other 
two churches. 

Some questions probably come to mind…   
1)   Why are we doing this?  We felt that these worship experiences would be of benefit to all, such that we 

can observe how our sister congregations conduct worship.  In addition, it would allow us to get to 
know our sisters and brothers in Christ better.  Furthermore, it would provide us the occasion to hear 
the proclamation of the gospel from other preachers. 

2)    What does this require of our particular congregation/church members?  It will require us to be                         
hospitable to the members of Zion and Good Shepherd when they visit Our Saviour.  Our church will no 
doubt be much fuller on January 29th, so we will need to mindful of this reality.  It will also require us to 
be willing to reciprocate, that is to step out of our comfort zone and to go to Zion and Good Shepherd 
when they host their fifth Sunday. 

3)    What will it mean for the various churches’ offerings on those fifth Sunday’s?  We will encourage each 
congregation to use their designated church envelopes on those days, so as to be able to credit each 
offering to its particular church.  We will provide envelopes for those who forget their church’s                      
envelopes, so that they can mark on the envelope that church to which they are contributing.   

4)    What about parking?  Again, we want to be as hospitable as possible to those visiting with us on                            
January 29th.  I spoke with our neighbors, the Seventh Day Adventist Church, and they agreed to allow 
us to use their parking lot that morning.  So, if it is possible for you to park in their lot that would be 
very much appreciated.  Another option on that Sunday is to consider carpooling with other members. 

If you foresee other challenges for January 29th or for those fifth Sundays in general, please let me know, so 
that we can address them in advance.  We hope that these worship experiences do indeed prove to be a blessing 
for all three congregations, that is, the larger church.  Thank you for your understanding and for your cooperation. 
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I want to use this month’s article about stewardship to remind you of the synod’s Growing Stewards 
workshop series.  We are registered for this workshop series as a congregation, which means that we are able to 
send as many people as are interested to attend the workshop.  Please consider attending one or more of the 
workshop series.  

 The first workshop is scheduled for January 21st, from 9:00am to noon.  The snow date for this first 
workshop is January 28th.  The location of this first workshop is yet to be determined.  The second workshop is 
scheduled for February 18th, from 9:00am to noon.  The snow date for this second workshop is February 25th.  The 
dates and times for the third through fifth workshops are yet to be determined. 

The basic objectives of the Growing Stewards workshop series are the following: 
1)    Build a foundation for growing good stewards of all ages to understand grace, gratitude and generosity 

through practical learning and skill development. 
2)    Ignite personal spiritual growth while creating enthusiasm for being an evangelizing congregation. 
3)    Equip congregational leaders in developing a vision and plan for living faith practices and strengthening 

year round ministry. 
4)    Accompany leaders in planning, implementing, monitoring, and evaluating a year round ministry, 

including an invitation for an annual financial response and planned giving. 
5)    Foster stronger relationships within and among communities of faith as part of a common faith and 

mission.     
 If you plan to attend the first workshop, please sign the sign-up sheet in the church’s narthex.   

Additional information about the Growing Stewards program can be found next to the sign-up sheet.   Please direct 
any questions about this workshop series to Pastor Joel.  We look forward to seeing you at the workshops.   
 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting                                                                                         
Our Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday,  January 22nd  at 9:30am.  Please mark your 
calendars & plan to attend.  The snow date is January 29th, at 9:30 am. 
 

   
 

              

                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
                                                   

A Word on Stewardship 
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 Dear Padre,   

What do all the stain glass images in our church mean? 
 
Signed Glassy Eyed ,  
 
Dear Glassy Eyed, 
 

The images and meanings are as follows: 
 

1)   Folded Hands represents prayer. 
2)   A boat represents the church. 
3)   The downward facing bird represents the Holy Spirit. 
4)   The bird over the basin represents Holy Baptism. 
5)   The chalice and wafer represents Holy Communion. 
6)   The Lamb represents Jesus (see John 1:29 and 1:36).  
7)   The bird in the nest with chicks represents Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem (Matthew 23:37). 
8)   The crown of thorns and nails represents Jesus’ crucifixion. 
9)   The cross and crown represents Jesus as Christ the King. 
10) The Bible with the Greek letters represents Jesus as the Word and as Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 

the end. 
11)  The white flower is called Luther’s Rose, which is meant to explain Martin Luther’s basic theology. 
12)  The hand in the clouds represents the blessing of God.  The three fingers opened mean Father, Son, and   
        Holy Spirit, while the two fingers closed represent the dual nature of Christ (human and divine).  The fact  
        that there is a cloud would seem to mean that God often is veiled, because a mortal cannot look at God  
        and live. 
 
Stain glass images of bible stories and other symbols of the faith found in church windows were helpful for  

those Christians of earlier times, who were illiterate.  At the very least then, Christians in church could be reminded 
of important aspects of their faith, even if the words they read escaped them.  
  
        Thanks for your question. 
  
         Peace, Pastor Joel  
 

 

It’s Time To Think About Making Easter Eggs!!!!   

We will begin making eggs on Wednesday, January 18, 2017.  The forms to sign-up for our “Sweet Teams” are on 
one of the tables in the Narthex.  There will be 5 teams with 10 persons needed per team.  Come on out and join us 
to help make our Easter Egg project for 2017 a rousing success.  Last year we made just 300 shy                                                   
of making 20,000 eggs and so this year we will try for 21,000.  Keep us in your prayers.  Any                                           
questions please call Julie, the Chair Bunny at 652-7618.          
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
1 - Name of Jesus 
10:00 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
1st Sunday                         
Social 
 
l 

2  
 
 
 
 

3  
 
 
 
 
 

4  
  
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 

Kathy Baker 
Deborah Flage 

Anna Mary Wolf 

5  
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 
 

6  
 
 
 

 
 
 

7  
 

 
 
 
 

Shirley Bartell 
Jeanette Logan 

8 - Baptism of Our 
Lord 
8:30 am - Word &                             
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  -  
Word & 
Sacrament 
 

9 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marian Tosheff 

10 
 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

11 
 
7 pm - Council 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 

 
 
 

Dylan Gullick 

12 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

Dekan Wietholter 

13 
 
Family Retreat at 
Nawakwa begins 
 
 
 

 

14 
 
Family Retreat at 
Nawakwa 

 
 
 
 

Tiffany Landis 
Steve Provencher 

15 - Epiphany 2 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word & 
Sacrament 
newsletter deadline 
6-8 pm - HAYI 
Family Retreat ends 

Ruth Ondeck 

16 - Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 
 

office closed 
 
Deadline for 
annual reports 
into the office. 
 

 
 

17 
 
7 pm - Altar Guild 
 
 
 

 
 
 

18 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Doris Balas 
Adrian Borello 

19 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
7 pm - Worship & 
Music 
 

 
 
 

Rachel Broome 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Viola Heberle 

21 
 
9 am-12 noon 
Growing Stewards 
Workshop 

 
 

 
 

 

22 - Epiphany 3 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
9:30 am - 
Congregational 
Meeting 
10:45 am  - Word &  
Sacrament 

Jacob Gibson 

23 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 
 

26 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 

27 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Lisa Kessler 
Nicholas Sheleman 

28 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Peter Ingavo 

29 - Epiphany 4 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Joint 
Service of  Word &  
Sacrament 
 

30 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Emily Walker 

31 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 

8:30 am & 10:45 am  
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

every Sunday. 
Sunday School  

9:30 am 
 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


