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420 North Progress Avenue 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 I want to begin this article with the refrain from the hymn, Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling.  The 
words of the refrain are as follows: Come home, come home!/You who are weary, come home./Earnestly, 
tenderly, Jesus is calling,/Calling, “O sinner, come home!” 
 Our congregation has missed you.  I, your pastor, your fellow brother in Christ, have missed you.  And, 
with the summer season now drawing to its close….  With vacation all but over….  With the children heading 
back to school….  With the days getting shorter, and the nights getting just a bit cooler….  With the call of Jesus 
in our ear, it is time to return home.  It is time to return to our church home. 
 And what better way to make our homecoming than by coming to GermanFest on Saturday, 
September 10th, from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm.  It is the time when we open our doors of our church home to old 
friends and new friends alike.  It is the time when we welcome everyone whom we haven’t seen for awhile.  
And we welcome those whom we look forward to meet.  Please come home and join us for GermanFest, and 
bring your neighbors, your family and friends, everyone you know.  Bring them to our church home, so they 
may know the hospitality of God’s people here at Our Saviour.  It is time to return to your church home. 
 Our church home is getting busy in other ways, aside from GermanFest.  Sunday School is gearing up 
this month.  Choir is ramping up to start rehearsals and to begin singing on Sundays.  Bible Study will be 
commencing as well.  And, let us not forget worship on Sunday mornings.  We will worship on Sunday, 
September 4th at 8:30 and 10:00 am.  And then on Sunday, September 11th, the day after GermanFest, we will 
have one worship service at 10:00 am.  And, then we resume our fall worship schedule on Sunday, September 
18th, at 8:30 and 10:45 am.  Check the calendar and other notices in this newsletter for all the specifics.  But, 
let me reiterate earnestly and tenderly, but also loud and clear, it is time to return to your church home. 
 In truth, there is something missing when some sister or brother is not here.  We are still the body of 
Christ; for where two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name, Christ promises to be among us.  But, the body of 
Christ is that much more glorious when we are all together. 
 Yes, there is something wondrous about coming home after a long day at work or at school.  There is 
something wondrous about coming home to be in one’s comfortable and familiar surroundings among our 
loved ones.  There is something wondrous about enjoying a good meal around our own table.  There is 
something wondrous about kicking off our shoes and being at rest.  Home is where we can be ourselves and be 
at peace. 
 At our church home, God feeds us through the gifts of Word and Sacrament.  At our church home, we 
are with others whom we love and adore, our sisters and brothers in Christ.  At our church home, we are at 
rest, and we are at peace.  We are comforted with the knowledge that there is no other place we need to be at 
that time, that there is no other place where we are so welcomed and we can just be ourselves.  At our church 
home, God meets us.  We are assured of this truth—God meets us, and God accepts us completely as his own 
children. 
 Come home, come home!  There is no other place in life like this place which we call our church home.  
We so look forward to re-connecting, to catching up, to hearing how your summer has been.  We so look 
forward to coming together again, and sharing this wondrous home in God’s presence. 
 See you in church!  See you at home! 

      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke    
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for July & August 
2016 

 

September 4 — Pentecost 16 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Psalm 1 
Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14:25-33 
 
September 11 — Pentecost 17 
Exodus 32:7-14 
Psalm 51:1-10 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10 
 
September 18 — Pentecost 18 
Amos 8:4-7 
Psalm 113 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13 
 
September 25 — Pentecost 19 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
Psalm 146 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19-31 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Ministers.                                                                                    
There is an upcoming workshop 
to learn more about                               
Stephen Ministers.  These are 
“after people” coming                          
alongside a person after a crisis 
occurs and walking with that 
person for as long after as                             
necessary.  You are invited to attend a half-day Stephen            
Ministry Introductory Workshop.  It’s a wonderful                                
opportunity to learn more about this ministry and how                       
congregations can become involved.  Those attending will 
experience a sample of the ministry training & learn                            
caregiving skills that can be put to use right away.  The          
workshop will be held at Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Camp Hill on Saturday, Sept. 24th from 9 am – 1 pm.  
Check-in & refreshments begin at 8 am.  A flyer with more 
information can be found on our community bulletin board.   

 

 

  

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPDMz_S_1McCFcwVPgodGB8J2Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hislambsonline.org%2Fsermon-series-fhlm-listing.php&ei=h-bkVbDtCcyr-AGYvqTIDQ&psig=AFQjCNF7VmO2i4aDu91o2ewJmb


Good News Page 3 

 Each year on September 14th, the church 
observes Holy Cross Day.  Now, you might ask yourself,  
“Why do we have a specific day of the year to remember 
the cross?  Should we not remember the cross every day 
of the year?”  Yes, but the origins of Holy Cross Day do 
not so much relate to the observance of the symbol, that 
is the cross, as much as to the observance of the true 
cross.  At this point, a little history would no doubt help.    
 The story goes that the true cross of Christ was 
discovered by Emperor Constantine in the year 335.  
Another tradition, which is not as reliable, says the true 
cross was discovered by Emperor Constantine’s mother 
in the year 326.  Nonetheless, a relic of the true cross 
was supposedly preserved in a silver container and kept 
in the church of the Holy Sepulchre, while the rest of the 
true cross was taken by pilgrims and so scattered 
throughout the world.  In 614, the Persians came and 
destroyed the church of the Holy Sepulchre; and in the 
process, the relic of the true cross was taken by the 
Persians.  However, in the time of Emperor Heraclius, 
the relic was recovered from the Persians.  Emperor 
Heraclius subsequently brought the relic to Jerusalem in 
the year 629.  The observance of Holy Cross Day falls on 
the day when the church of the Holy Sepulchre was 
dedicated, September 14th. 
 Putting these above legends aside for a moment, 
Lutherans have come to see Holy Cross Day as a day to 
remember what Luther called the “theology of the 
cross.”  This theology emphasizes the cross as the only 
source of knowledge concerning who God is and how 
God saves.  The Theology of the Cross is contrasted with 
the Theology of Glory, which places the emphasis on 
human abilities and human reason.  Another phrase that 
could be used for the Theology of Glory is the prosperity 
gospel, which is proclaimed from popular Christian 
evangelists.  In short, Luther says “Theology of the 
Cross—good, Theology of Glory—bad.”     
 The Theology of the Cross says that God is 
revealed in suffering, as observed in the crucifixion of 
Christ.  Where we see God in the world is where God’s 
people enter into the suffering of others and bring the 
good news of Christ.  On the other hand, the Theology of 
Glory talks about what Christianity can do for you, often 
by your own effort.  So, Holy Cross Day is a good  
   reminder each year of what the true meaning of the  
          cross should be for us in our daily lives. 
        

Confronting Prejudice 
in the Community.                                             
We are planning a discussion 
series on prejudice in the 
community for the month of 
October.  In preparation for that 
discussion, we are looking for people with an interest or 
background in that issue to take part in the planning and 
help us identify available resources.  These discussions 
will be held on the afternoons of October 9, 16, 23 & 30.                                   
If interested, please contact Donna Miller, Pastor Joel,   
or Margaret Quintanar.  Thank you. 

 

Haiti Orphanage.                                                                          
Linda Byers from St. John (Barner's) 
Lutheran Church (Diane Lehrman's 
cousin) will be shipping items to 
the Haiti Orphanage in October.  If 
anyone would like to donate clothes, shoes, sneakers, or 
other items please bring them to church after 
GermanFest in September.  Any questions, please see 
Donna Miller. 

 

Hunger J.A.M.                                                                                          
An update from the recent Hunger 
J.A.M. that was held at the 
beginning of the Synod Assembly at 
Messiah College in June.  We collected $172 & 8 people 
from Our Saviour participated in helping with the 
packing. 

 

Altar Guild                              
Attention all members of Altar 
Guild.  Altar Guild will be meeting 
on Tuesday, October 4th at 7 pm in the Sacristy Room.  
Watch for the agenda in your mail slots at church.  Altar 
Guild is still looking for someone to complete one of our 
teams.  There are 3 persons on a team so the duties are 
shared throughout the assigned month.  During the year, 
each of the 4 teams are assigned to cover 3 months.  If 
you are interested in serving our church by being a 
“behind the scenes” Altar Guild member, please contact 
either Connie Johnson or Carol Ranck.   

About Worship 
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A Word on Stewardship 
 

 I received an anonymous note not long ago, 
which I assume is from one of our church members.  
The note expressed a concern regarding worship.  First 
and foremost, I want to thank the individual who 
shared the concern.  And, I want to assure the 
individual that I will do my due diligence and bring it 
to attention of the Worship and Music Committee for 
discussion.  Worship and Music meets later this 
month. 
 Now, whereas it is fine to bring any concern 
forward at any time, it is more of a challenge to 
address a concern and find a resolution when it is 
done anonymously.  The reason being is that 
anonymous concerns do not allow healthy and open 
conversation with the concerned party.  For instance, 
there might be the need for further clarity about the 
concern, and without knowing who submitted the 
concern, there is no way to circle back for additional 
information.  In addition, without knowing who 
submitted the concern, there is no way to solicit input 
from the concerned party about what they might see 
as a remedy to the concern.  You get where I am going 
with this.  It is about the stewardship of relationships. 
 In a church community, hopefully, we can feel 
safe enough to talk openly about whatever might be 
on our hearts.  Hopefully, we can take the risk to share 
our concerns and be willing to be part of the solution.  
To the contrary, in everyday life, it is all too easy to 
take offense when someone offers a critique.  As 
people, we are inclined to be insulted and to be 
defensive when someone says they don’t like this or 
that about how we are doing things.  And, don’t get 
me wrong, I don’t think this is what the individual in 
this case was doing.  Indeed, I believe, here in this 
case, the anonymous person was sincerely submitting 
their concern in what they felt was a kind and honest 
way.  It was meant to be a gift and not a slight.   In 
reply, I am simply saying, one can only do so much 
with a concern, when it can’t be addressed together. 

As your pastor, I do want to encourage all of 
us that as concerns arise pertaining to any aspect of 
our church community, worship or otherwise, please 
try first to come to see me or your church leadership 

(council members or committee chairs), so that we can 
talk about it.  If, for some reason, this is just too hard to 
do, speaking anonymously is certainly fine.     

 

 Address updates/changes                                   
Please note the following changes in your directory for 
our member who has recently moved:                                                             
Linda Freed                                                               
4185 Mountain View Rd.                                                                                                      
Unit #112                                                                                                          
Mechanicsburg, PA  17050 

                      

Music Notes.                                                               
Fall is in the air, the kids are headed 
back to school, and almost everyone is 
back from vacations at all sorts of 
exciting places. That means it is time 
for the choirs at   Our Saviour to start 
rehearsing new music.  For anyone 
considering joining one of our choirs, 
the adult choir is open to anyone in middle school 
through adulthood.  Anyone in elementary school or 
older is welcome to join the boomwhacker/chimes choir.  
Neither choir requires an ability to read music. We will 
gladly help you learn your part.                                                                                                          
If any elementary-school-aged children are interested in 
helping to form a children’s choir or if anyone is 
interested in liturgical dance, please contact Margaret 
Quintanar at (717) 448-0295.  Again, no prior training or 
experience is required.  Just come out, and have fun!   

Adult Choir:  Wednesdays at 7 pm, starting Sept. 14th  
Boomwhacker/Chimes Choir:  Thursdays at 6, starting 
Sept. 15th 

 

Worship & Music Committee                                       
There will be a Worship & Music Committee meeting on 
Thursday, September 15th at 7:30 pm.  All members 
please mark you calendars & plan to attend.  Thank you.   
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Gulf Coast 

Flooding.                                          
Historic floodwaters have 

required tens of thousands 

of people to be rescued and 

even more have been 

evacuated as rain sweeps across southern Louisiana.  More 

than 40,000 homes have been damaged or destroyed.  You 

can help with a donation to Lutheran Disaster Response.  

Gifts designated for “Gulf Coast Flooding” will be used 

(100%) until the response is complete to help disaster 

survivors recover & rebuild their lives.  To help you may 

send a check to:  Lutheran Disaster Response, P.O. Box 

1809, Merrifield, VA 22116 (write “Gulf Coast Flooding” on 

your check memo line.), give by phone at 1-800-638-3522 or 

online at www.lutherandisasterresponse.com. 

 

Pumpkin Fall Festival       
The Middletown Home located at                               

999 W. Harrisburg Pike in 

Middletown will be holding their 

annual  Pumpkin Fest 2016 on Sunday, September 18th  from 

10 am-6 pm.  There will be face painting, pumpkin bowling, 

barrel train & hayrides, national & regional artisans.  Foods 

available include homemade chicken corn soup & 

Kauffman’s chicken BBQ.  You can also build your own 

scarecrow or participate in the raffle & silent auction.  

Pumpkin painting & caricatures will also be available to do.  

Live entertainment will be provided by the Baltimore 

Hubcaps.  For more information call them at 944-3351 or 

visit their website at www.middletownhome.org. 

   

 

 

 

 

 Dear Padre,   

Why do some churches use a cross in 
which there is a figure of Jesus, while 
others use just a plain cross? 
 
Signed, Cross-Eyed 
 
Dear Cross-Eyed, 
 A cross in which there is a figure of Jesus is 
called a crucifix.  As I understand it, the crucifix is 
predominantly found in Catholic Churches because 
of the emphasis on the Christian proclamation, 
“Christ crucified,” which comes from I Corinthians 
1:23.  Thus, an empty cross is not complete.  
Something else, I read, is that the crucifix also 
reminds Catholics during mass of the sacrifice Jesus 
has made for his people. 
 Protestants tend to use an empty cross 
(called the Latin Cross).  The main reason seems to 
be the emphasis on Christ’s victory, that Christ’s 
work on the cross is completed.  Christ has died, 
Christ has risen, Christ will come again.  Therefore, 
the cross is empty signifying Christ’s triumph over 
sin and death.  Even so, as followers of Christ today, 
we are to live a cruciform life. That is, as Christ 
came and suffered for us, we are called to enter 
into the suffering of others and minister to them.  
With that in mind, it would seem that the crucifix 
might still be a powerful image. 
 Aside from the simple empty cross and the 
crucifix, there are a number of other crosses you 
may want to research.  They include the following:  
Greek Cross (arms of equal length), Celtic Cross (a 
circle around the center), Orthodox Cross (three 
horizontal cross beams), Tau Cross (a capitol T), and 
others. 
 
Thanks for your question. 
 
Signed, Padre 
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“From the Mouth of Babes”     

A grandson was visiting one day when he 
asked his  Grandmother,  “Grandma, do 
you know how you and God are alike?”  
The grandma mentally polished her halo, while asking, 
“No, how are we alike?”  “You’re both old,” he replied. 

      Just A Reminder                                        
Our Third Tuesday Clean Up crew is                                                      
up & working.  Please join us on                                                         
September 20th.   We usually                                                 
start at 3:30 in the afternoon and                                                      
work until we’re done.  Come out and help us beautify 
the ground of Our Saviour. 

 

 

OUR SAVIOUR  

FINANCIAL REPORT 

June 30, 2016 

 

ENVELOPES AND PLATE    $80,392.58                                                                                                                                  
FUND RAISING                $19,511.10                                                                                                                                   
FELLOWSHIP HALL RENTAL                $1,010.00                                                                                                                                              
TOTAL INCOME                         $100,913.68 

EXPENSES                                                   $105,788.47 

DEFICIT                  ($4,874.79) 

 

MORTGAGE BALANCE             $137,220.64 

 

       PNC ACCOUNTS: 

CURRENT FUND                     $26,086.50                                                                                                                                                                                    
BUILDING FUND                       $3,373.04                                                                                                                                                                                             
MEMORIAL FUND                            $31,949.81 

 

         THRIVENT ACCOUNTS 

REGULAR MUTUALS               $70,645.84                                                                                                                                                                                          
SCHOLARSHIP MUTUALS                            $82,882.34 

 

 SANTANDER ACCOUNT 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION                    $5,158.59 
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GermanFest Silent Auction    

It’s that time of year to begin preparation for GermanFest.       

GermanFest will be held Saturday, September 10, 2016.  With that in mind, I am accepting donations for the Silent 
Auction as of August 1st, but no later than 2:00 p.m. September 7th (next week!)    If you can’t help in any other 
way, this is your opportunity to assist.  Below are some guidelines if you would like to make a donation.  

What do I donate?   Any new OR like new item is an acceptable donation.   In the past, gift cards have been very 
popular.  These can come from restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, and shopping stores.  Gift baskets are also  
a great idea.  Think of a theme (food, bath products, toys, books, kitchen /cleaning supplies, etc.), put items in a       
basket or container and put the basket or container into a clear gift bag (obtainable at Michaels or A. C. Moore).  

Please avoid a lot of small items, as they are difficult to display and market.  If you are uncertain of an item you may 
like to offer, just call me and we can discuss.  Antiques will be considered.    

Business solicitation letters can be found on the periodical table in the Narthex.   This is the table where the Upper 
Room can be found.  Take as many as you may need to solicit donations from business owners you may know. 

What information should be attached to my donation when I deliver it to the church?    

Your name...very, very important! 

Item name 

Suggested value…    if you don’t know the exact value please give an estimated value. This is very important 
when it comes to determining the starting bid price. 

Please donate only NEW or LIKE NEW items in their original containers.   

Where do I put my donation?  You can put all donations on or under the designated tables in the Trinity Room  
(aka old fellowship hall, which is the large room beyond the Pastor’s Office).  Follow the yellow arrows.   

 
How to contact me?   

 andreafaber@outlook.com                                                                                                                                                 
 (717) 576-3329 (cell).   If you get my Voice Mail, PLEASE leave a message. 

Thank you in advance for your help and generous donation. 

Andrea Faber, Silent Auction Coordinator 

When should I deliver my donation?   NOT before August 1st; however, please have all donations to the church 
no later than Wednesday,  September 7th, by 2:00 p.m.   I will be setting up the Silent Auction tables and                     
placing bid sheets Thursday, September 8th.   Preparation for GermanFest is all-consuming.   Your help in                           
following this schedule would be greatly appreciated. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 

Wendy Snyder 

2 
 
 
 

Amy Hinkle 
Steve Hinkle 

Linda Kunz 

3 
 
 
 
 

 
Roberta Ames 

4  - Pentecost 16 
8:30 am - Word &    
Sacrament          
10 am  - Word &   
Sacrament 
GermanFest set-up 
 
1st Sunday Social 

Brad Neil 

5 
 
  
 
 

office closed 
 

Nicole Condran 
Trinity Mummert 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7 
 
8 am - GermanFest 
            prep 
 
 
 

Cameron Capp 
Connor Ecklund 

8 
 
8 am - GermanFest 
            prep 
 
 

 
 

Nicholas Martin 

9 
 
8 am - GermanFest 
            prep 
 
 

 
 

 

10 
 
 
 
 

GermanFest 
11am-6pm 

 
Maria Kunz 

11 - Pentecost 17 
 
10 am  - Word &  
Sacrament  
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 

 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
7 pm - Council 

 
 

Tara Beachtel 

15 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
7:30 pm - Worship  
& Music  
Committee 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

Irene Nanov 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

18 - Pentecost 18 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Congregational 
Meeting between 
services 
10:45 am  - Word &  
 Sacrament  

newsletter deadline 

19 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

20 
 
3:30 pm - 3rd 
Tuesday Clean-up 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lori Kashishian 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Hammell 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 - Pentecost 19 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
Sacrament 

Betty Nickle 
Mary Shuler 

Gretchen Witmer 
Hannah Zimmerman 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alta Shadel 

27 
 
6-8 pm - Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
 
 
 
 

 
Julie Drake 

Kameron Rohacek 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miguel Cadena 
Kristina Rohacek-

Danner 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kevin Gibson 

30 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Matthew DeArmitt 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 
8:30 am & 10:00 am 

Holy Eucharist is celebrated  
every Sunday. 

Fall Worship 
Beginning Sept. 18th 
8:30 am & 10:45 am  

Sunday School  
9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


