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Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

  The holiday season is upon us, and with the holiday season comes all sorts of traditions.  There are 
traditions like putting up a Christmas tree in our house, hanging stockings on the fireplace mantle, and decorating 
our homes with lights.  Why do we do such crazy things at this time of year?  Why do we bring a tree indoors, 
hang socks, and light up our house?  We might say because it is pretty and festive.  And, that’s okay.  But there is 
more to it than that.  Traditions are wonderful, but if we don’t know the meaning behind the traditions, they lose 
their significance.  Jaroslav Pelikan, a former Lutheran theologian said, “Tradition is the living faith of the dead.  
Traditionalism is the dead faith of the living.”  In other words, knowing the meaning behind our traditions keeps 
alive our connection to the past, and enriches the present.  Whereas, doing things just for the sake of doing 
things, that is, traditionalism, results in dead symbols and meaningless customs. 
 The tradition of bringing a Christmas tree into the house was believed to have originated from an early 
Roman, pagan festival where an evergreen tree was brought into worship to symbolize the life of the pagan god 
even in the midst of death.  Of course, an evergreen tree stays green even while everything else around has died.  
We can see how Christianity came to adopt this tradition, because Christ brings new life in the midst of death.   

The tradition of the socks comes from a legend in which St. Nicholaus, a true historical person and a 
bishop, tossed three bags of gold into the window of a poor family.  The three girls in this family had no dowry in 
order to marry, and so the gold would serve the purpose.  The bags of gold supposedly landed in three socks that 
were hung to dry by the fireplace.  Again, we can see how we came to adopt this tradition as its message is about 
sharing gifts and serving the poor. 

 The lights on homes and everywhere else began with the burning of a yule log in 1184 in Germany.  It was 
a source of light and heat, in the darkest month of the year with the shortest days.  The abundance of Christmas 
and holiday lights help dispel the darkness and gloom of December.  And, it serves as a stark reminder of God’s 
goodness to dispel the darkness of our sinful lives by the giving of the true light Jesus Christ.  

 We are blessed with communal traditions, like these we have mentioned.  But, we are also 
blessed with traditions specific to our families.  One of the Christmas traditions my family had when I was growing 
up was sharing a meal called olive chicken.  (Let me know if you would like the recipe.)  It was a recipe that came 
from my Uncle Francis (who has since died), who was a wonderful chef at a Philadelphia restaurant.  His recipe 
has been passed along my family, and it is a meal that my family still enjoys together, and we fondly remember 
my uncle when we have the dish.  The meal has meaning and significance for us. 

 I challenge you this holiday season to consider some of the holiday traditions in your family.  
Remind yourselves from where these traditions emerged.  Share the stories about why you do these particular 
customs.  And ask yourselves what meaning they still have for you.  Hopefully, this exercise will create renewed 
meaning for your family. 

 Of course, if I may be so bold so as to say our greatest tradition during this holiday season is the 
tradition to worship.  The tradition of worshipping God gives meaning to the season itself.  Worship reminds us 
that Christmas is about Christ’s birth, the giving of a savior to God’s people.  Worship reminds us that God is good 
all the time to us, his people, and this serves to constantly enrich our present.  But worship also connects us to the 
past, when we realize the many, many generations who have praised God before us, and who have passed the 
faith along to us.  For them, we give thanks, for they have tended the faith tradition on our behalf.   Most of all, 
though, we give thanks to God for the gift of tradition itself.  Merry Christmas to you all. 

 
      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke 
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net.  Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for December 2016 

 

December 4 — Advent 2 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 
 
December 11 — Advent 3 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 146:5-10 
James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 
 
December 18 — Advent 4 
Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 
December 24 — Christmas Eve  
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 
 
December 25 — Christmas Day 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 98 
Hebrews 1:1-12 
John 1:1-14 

  

 

 

 

Advent Midweek Services and Dinners 
Each Wednesday in Advent  (Dec. 7, 14 & 21) we will gather 
at Zion in Penbrook for a light meal of soup and bread,                 
followed by Holden Evening Prayer.  Dinner is at 6:00 pm 
and worship is at 7:00 pm.  We hope to see you there. 

 
 
 
 

 
Holiday Worship Schedule  
Christmas Eve   
   Worship  4 pm 
     Worship  7 pm 
     Worship  9 pm    
Christmas Day 
     Worship  10 am 
New Year’s Day  
    Worship  10 am                                                       
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   With Christmas Day and New Year’s Day falling 
on Sundays this year, it seems to me that it is a good 
time to remember the importance of Sunday in our 
Christian life.  For we remember that it was on a Sunday 
that Christ was raised from the dead.  Sunday is the day 
of our Lord’s resurrection.  And so, every Sunday is 
meant to be seen as a little Easter.  And thus, it is most 
appropriate for us, as Christians, to honor our 
resurrected Lord every Sunday with a time of worship.  
 Now, the tradition at Our Saviour has been to 
have Christmas Eve services, but not to have worship on 
Christmas Day nor on New Year’s Day.  I am guessing 
that the decision was made based on expected 
attendance.  However, with these holidays both falling 
on a Sunday this year, we plan to hold service on both 
days.  We will make a slight adjustment in the worship 
time.  Instead of 8:30am and 10:45am, we will have 
worship at 10:00am only both on Christmas Day and on 
New Year’s Day.  And, as it will probably take a little 
extra effort to get to church on those days, I want to 
emphasize that you may “come as you are” on those 
days.  If you want to wear your pajamas, feel free to do 
so. 
   So, Christmas Day will have a touch of “Easter” 
this year.  And New Year’s Day will also have a touch of 
“Easter” this year.  But, I wouldn’t expect to see any 
bunnies around.  They won’t come out in full force until 
the spring.  Nevertheless, we rejoice each and every 
Sunday as we remember that Christ has been raised to 
new life, and in Christ, we ,too, live a new life.  Merry 
Christmas, Happy New Year, and as we say on Easter, 
“Christ is risen!” 
 
       
        

    
 

  

 

 

 

 

Music Notes                                                         
Adult Choir:  Wednesdays at 7 pm                                                 
Chimes Choir:  Thursdays at 6 pm                                                         
A Musical Offering for Christmas Eve                                                                                             
Anyone who would like to offer his or her musical, 
literary, or artistic talents as a gift to the Christ Child on 
Christmas Eve during the half hour before each service - 
to play an instrument or sing an appropriate song, to 
read a religious Christmas poem or dance to music 
appropriate for worship, or to make some other kind of 
artistic offering - should see Margaret Quintanar or call 
her at 448-0295.  Please share your talents. The order in 
which people volunteer will determine their placement 
in the program.  

Christmas Caroling & 
Dinner at Our Saviour 
Lutheran 

Joy to the World... Come 
celebrate Christ's upcoming birth 
by gathering at Our Saviour at 
noon on Sunday, December 18, 2016 for a catered meal 
followed by the singing of Christmas carols together (at 
the church).  Join us for a break away from the hustle & 
bustle of your holiday preparations to sit down and relax 
with fellow brothers and sisters... enjoy a delicious meal 
and rejoice by singing our praises to God!  Tickets for the 
meal are $13.00 for adults and $6.00 for children (5-10 
years old).  Children under five are free.  Checks should 
be made payable to "Our Saviour Lutheran Church."  
Please, if possible, pay by check so if we need to cancel 
because of weather, we can easily return your payment.  
Tickets are available for purchase after each service or 
by calling Our Saviour at 717-545-9992.  Deadline to 
purchase tickets is December 11th.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Lisa Neil at 717-343-8870 or 
lbmjneil@gmail.com.  We look forward to seeing 
everyone there... and heaven and nature sing. 

 

 

 

About Worship 
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A Word on Stewardship 
 

  While watching the recent election cycle, we have no 
doubt noticed the ugliness it has engendered in many.  
And the ugliness is not confined to one group of one 
political view.   The ugliness has become all too 
prevalent.  And so, I would like to remind us all to be 
gentler with one another.   
 Sharing our opinions with impassioned speech 
can often come across as attacking the other.  And, 
the mass emails we share with others might not 
always be agreeable to certain recipients, even if we 
(the senders) agree with the content.  Now, I am all 
for free speech, but I believe that if we would all 
pause to think about how harsh our words might be 
sounding, and if we could take a moment to consider 
the content of our emails before we push “send”, it 
may begin to ease the tensions within society.   
 I remind us, too, that often what we say, and 
what we promote via media outlets, does reflect for 
good or bad on us.  If a person is always fishing for 
information about other people, that person tends to 
get pegged as a gossip.  If a person is forever talking 
about money, that person is labeled “greedy.”  You 
get the point.  What we say, what we promote, and 
more importantly HOW we say it or promote it, says 
something about ourselves.  So, be mindful. 

Now don’t get me wrong, political views are 
not bad.  They are necessary.  They are inherent to 
who we are as a people.  One can’t have people in 
community without politics and vice versa.  But 
politics, that is people with diverse views and differing 
opinions, should serve to build up community and not 
be catalyst to erode it.  We need to approach politics 
with some civility, with some compassion, with some 
openness to understanding.  I am not saying that we 
all have to come to agreement, but at the very least 
we have to allow the other person the right to 
disagree, and the right to be engaged in a humane 
manner and not as an enemy. 

 
 

              

                                

 

Thank you                                                         
Thank you to everyone for their 
generous donations to the Haiti 
collection for Philadelphia Children's 
Home in Pignon, Haiti. Linda Byers 
(Diane Lehrman's cousin) will be shipping 17 barrels to 
Haiti on 11/18/16. Thanks so much for supporting this 
country which is in desperate need due to the 
recent hurricane. 

 

 

 

 

Very Special Christmas                                             
This time of year should be a time of peace and joy,                             
as we recall that special night and that baby boy                              
who was born in a manger on that starry night.                                
For the shepherds and wise men, can you imagine the 
sight!                                                                                                         
The love they shared could surely be felt                                              
as one by one they came to the manger and knelt                     
beside the babe all wrapped and quiet                                                  
on that very, very special Christmas night!                                        
By his birth we are given a special love,                                              
sent from the Father who reigns above.                                          
So enjoy the festivities, food and gifts, too,                                              
but remember his birth was meant especially for you.  
Make this Christmas special and share that peace and joy 
that came about by the birth of that baby boy. 

                                                                               -Myrna K. Orr   
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 Dear Padre,   

If you could have one Christmas wish 
come true, what would it be? 
 
Signed, Wishing You a Merry 
Christmas 
 
Dear “Wishing You a Merry Christmas,” 
 

If I could have only one Christmas wish 
come true, it would be that my children remain 
faithful to God.  That’s different from being happy.  
I know that so often parents wish only one thing for 
their children, that they would be happy.  And, in 
many respects, this is what Christmas has 
become—a commercial enterprise to share 
happiness with one another, if but only for a day.  
And, so we try to fulfill that happiness by providing 
everything on our children’s Christmas lists.  And, 
my wife and I are as guilty as the next parents, in 
this regard.  But, in the long run, I really just pray 
that my children continue to have a relationship 
with God, because life will not always promise 
happiness, but faith will carry them through those 
most unhappy of times.   

And, I would wish the same for all of you, 
the members of Our Saviour Lutheran Church.  I 
wish that you will always remain faithful to your 
relationship with God, because you can be sure 
that God will always be faithful to you.  Yes, I want 
you to be happy, but even deeper than happiness is 
the joy that comes from an abiding relationship in 
God through Christ Jesus.     

Thanks for the question, and merry 
Christmas to you. 

 
Signed, Padre 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

office closed 
Vacation day for 

Barb. 
 

3 
 
12 noon - Social 
Ministry “Lunch 
Bunch” @Blue Ridge 
Restaurant 
 

Dana Barr 

4 - Advent 2 
8:30 am - Word &                             
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  -  
Word & 
Sacrament 
1st Sunday Social 

5 
 
 

 
Vacation day for 

Barb. 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

7 
 
6 pm - Meal @Zion 
7 pm - Advent 
Services @Zion 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 

8 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 

 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10 
 
 

 
 
 
 

11 - Advent 3 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word & 
Sacrament 
 

Andrew Ames 

12 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

13 
 
7 pm - Council 
 
 
 

 
 
 

14 
 
6 pm - Meal @Zion 
7 pm - Advent 
Services @Zion 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 

Ellavene Rutter 

15 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

17 
 
 

 
 
 

 

18 - Advent 4 
8:30 am - Word &  
Sacrament 
9:30 am - Sunday 
School 
10:45 am  - Word &  
Sacrament 
Christmas Dinner & 
“Sing-A-Long” 
newsletter deadline 

19 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Ava Shertzer 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
6 pm - Meal @Zion 
7 pm - Advent 
Services @Zion 
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 

22 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 
 

Caleb Guldner 
Sandra Haney 

23 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Katharina 
Kreischer 

Alex Parson 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 pm 
7 pm 
9 pm 

25 - Christmas Day 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 am  -  
Word &  
Sacrament                              

26 
 
 

office closed 
 
 
 
 

Alexandra Kessler 

27 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

28 
  
 
7 pm - Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
6 pm - Chimes  
Choir 
 
 
 

 

30 
 
 

office closed 
 

 
 

 

31 - New Year’s Eve 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and to grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation with 
our neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 

8:30 am & 10:45 am  
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

every Sunday. 
Sunday School  

9:30 am 
 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


