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Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
  

 This year we have five young persons who will be confirmed:  Clare Gibson, Isabella Kessler, Hannah 
Logan, Justin Pitassi, and Marlee Zimmerman.  Their confirmation will take place on May 15th, at the second 
Sunday service.   As we approach this important day in the life of these young people, it is worth revisiting the 
practice of confirmation.  What is it?  Why do we do it?  What does it mean? 
 Typically, a person is baptized as an infant.  In such instances, the parents of the child make a promise 
on behalf of their child to rear them in the faith.  And so, the parents dutifully bring their child to Sunday 
School and to worship.  Eventually, the child is old enough to begin their confirmation instruction.  During 
confirmation, the student learns about the Bible in greater depth.  The student is also instructed in the 
teachings of the Small Catechism, namely the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments.  
Confirmation students are also expected to do sermon summaries.  It is a two year intensive process. 
 On the other side of the program, when the individual’s studies are complete, the church 
acknowledges that the young person is now ready to take on a more mature role within the life of the church.  
Once confirmed, a young person can now vote at congregational meetings, participate in the church life as a 
committee or council member.  The confirmed young person is also encouraged to be mindful of their role as a 
good steward and to support the gospel financially through offerings.   As with other members, the confirmed 
young person receives offering envelopes. 
 Confirmation is a big deal.  It marks the time when a young person is supposed to claim their faith for 
themselves.  We noted that at baptism, the parents of a child make a promise to tend to the faith 
development of their child.  At confirmation, a young person is supposed to be ready to take the reins and be 
more responsible for their own faith development. 

Now, truth be told, most young people are not exactly at that point.  I remember that I really 
didn’t question the importance of my faith until I was in college.  Only then did I begin to ask myself about my 
Lutheran upbringing.   Only then did I get myself up to go to worship on Sunday mornings.  Only then did I 
really explore the tenets of the Lutheran faith.  Only then did I claim my faith.  It is important that each of us 
go through this sort of spiritual awakening, if our faith is going to mean anything to us.  What the confirmation 
program does is provide a structure for this rite of passage for young people.  Probably very few individuals 
have had some sort of spiritual awakening by the time they finish confirmation, but at the very least the 
students begin to ask questions about their faith and begin to discern why their faith is important. 
 Our role, as a congregation, is to continue to accompany our young, confirmed members as they 
continue to grow in their faith.  Our role is to give witness through our lives of what faith means.  Our role is to 
be there to answer questions for them.  Our role is to model the godly life in service toward other and toward 
God.  Our role is allow them to see what a fully matured life in Christ Jesus looks like so they know what is the 
goal.  
     So I encourage all of us as the body of Christ to celebrate with Clare, Isabella, Hannah, Justin, and 
Marlee at the time of confirmation.  Congratulate them on a job well done, and let us reassure them that as 
part of this community of faith we are here to journey with them as God shapes them into the people God 
would have them be. 
 
      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke     
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Parish Staff 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for April 2016 

 

May 1 — Easter 6 
Acts 16:9-15 
Psalm 67 
Revelations 21:10, 22  - 22:5 
John 14:23-29 
 
May 8 — Easter 7 
Acts 16:16-34 
Psalm 97 
Revelations 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
John 17:20-26 
 
May 15 — Day of Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Romans 8:14-17 
John 14:8-27 
 
May 22 — Holy Trinity 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
Psalm 8 
Romans 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 
 
May 29— Pentecost 2 
1 Kings 8:22-23, 41-43 
Psalm 96:1-9 
Galatians 1:1-12 
Luke 7:1-10 

  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be 
meeting on Tuesday, May 24th  
beginning at 6:00 pm at the 
church.   Please join us!  You need 
not know how to knit or crochet 
to participate; nor must you be a 
member of the church.   We will 
teach you – young and not-so-
young!  Prayer Shawls, as well as 
other items such as chemo caps and lap afghans for those 
in wheelchairs, are available through the Pastor or me; or, 
just help yourself.   They are in labeled clear bins on the 
shelves in the Trinity Room (beyond Pastor’s office).                                       
Andrea Faber, Prayer Shawl Ministry Coordinator 

 

Thank you                                                                
The John Zimmerman family would 

like to thank everyone for their                           

prayers and the cards they received 

during this difficult time.  God has 

blessed us with a caring church family.  My dad (PaPa) is no 

longer suffering.  It gives us great comfort to know that he 

is in Heaven with our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.                       

John, Penny & the family. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPDMz_S_1McCFcwVPgodGB8J2Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hislambsonline.org%2Fsermon-series-fhlm-listing.php&ei=h-bkVbDtCcyr-AGYvqTIDQ&psig=AFQjCNF7VmO2i4aDu91o2ewJmb
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Recently a pastoral colleague shared with me 
an article called Worship as Repentance by Walter 
Sundberg.  The article speaks about the need to 
emphasize repentance in the Christian life.  In 
particular, Sundberg noted that the wording of the 
absolution has changed over time.  In former Lutheran 
hymnals, following the confession of sins, the 
absolution reads as follows: 

  

“Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had 
mercy upon us, and for the sake of the sufferings, 
death, and resurrection of His dear Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, forgiveth us all our sins.  As a minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare unto you who do truly repent and believe in 
him the entire forgiveness of all your sins: in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

On the other hand, by the same authority, I 
declare unto the impenitent and unbelieving that so 
long as they continue in their impenitence, God hath 
not forgiven their sins and will assuredly visit their 
iniquities upon them, if they turn not from their evil 
ways and come to true repentance and faith in Christ, 
ere the day of grace be ended.” 

 

The wording of the absolution in our present 
Lutheran hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship) 
reads quite differently, having removed those parts 
that speak of repentance.  

The point is that repentance is a significant 
aspect of our Christian life that is now often glossed 
over.  Sundberg states that worship has become “an 
unfettered celebration of God’s love.  This love is 
declared to be inclusive and unconditional.  Embracing 
the self as it is, without struggle and soul-searching, 
appears to be the order of the day.”  So, what is the 
solution?  How are we to understand repentance? 

I must admit that I struggle with a renewed 
stress on repentance in the absolution, not because I 
disagree with the need to reform our lives as 
Christians.  But I worry that repentance could be seen 
as “works righteousness.”  Repentance could be seen 
as something we need to do in order to be saved, 
when in fact, Jesus has accomplished our salvation 
through the cross and resurrection. 

I like to look at it in this way then.  First, our 
salvation is a done deal.  But, that does not mean we 
need not do anything in this life.  No, I think 
repentance and sanctification are very closely aligned.  
Sanctification comes after our salvation.  Sanctification 
comes after our baptism.  We are on a journey in this 
life.  But, it is not a journey whereby we earn our 
salvation.  No, we are on a journey in this Christian life 
to become more Christ-like each and every day.  We 
are on a journey so that when heaven comes, it is not 
a surprise.  It is like simply stepping into a familiar 
reality, a reality we have already been living into 
through the process of sanctification and repentance.  
That is how I see the Christian life.  That is how I 
understand repentance and sanctification. 

So, repentance is important, but I do think we 
need to understand what it means for us.  And, I am 
guessing that the reason why the wording of the 
absolution in the hymnals has changed over time is 
because those who wrote the most recent hymnal 
(ELW) were concerned that the wording of the 
absolution in the former hymnals smacked too much 
of “works righteousness.” 

 

  

Praise the Lord                                                                                    

I would like to thank everyone for 

the cards & prayers while I was in 

rehab & home from having my hip 

replacement.  I also thank the 

Heavenly Father for all the healing & many blessings.                    

I also want to thank the Welcome Committee for the 

nice Easter spread and Altar Guild for helping fill in for 

me.  God bless you all.  Linda Schreier 

About Worship 

Thank you                                                                            
Thank you so much for the sympathy planter that 
was sent to my home on the passing of my brother, 
Ben.  It came on a day that I needed to feel the 
warmth & compassion that I know was sent along 
with it.  Also thank you for all your cards, thoughts & 
prayers.  A special thank you for the understanding & 
allowing me to have the time off that I needed.  You 
have touched my heart.  Barb Johnson  
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A Word on Stewardship 
   

I want to share with you how a proper 
understanding of stewardship can transform one’s 
attitude.  Here is a list of possible responses from one 
who has a healthy sense of stewardship… 

 
1)  I see more opportunities to serve than I did 

before. 
 
2)  I feel unusually blessed, more so than before. 
 
3)  Now, I give thanks to God first and foremost in 

all things. 
 
4)  I am beginning to see how much I can do, and 

how much our congregation can do. 
 
5)  I am beginning to see why I have what I have. 

 
6)  Now, I see that it is not just about what I need 

from the church, but what the church needs 
from me. 

 
7)  I have learned what it means to have enough. 

 
Do we struggle in our understanding of 

stewardship such that we could not respond in similar 
fashion as those statements above?  It is a challenge 
for each of us to grow in our appreciation of what it 
means to be a good steward.  Perhaps, we feel we do 
not have enough.  Perhaps, we feel the church is here 
for the sole purpose of serving the individual.  
Perhaps, we feel we do not have the abilities or 
opportunities to serve as we would like within the 
church.   

We should ask ourselves why we feel we 
cannot resonate with particular responses in the list 
above.  What it is about us?  What is it about the 
church?  What is it about God?  What is it…you name 
it?  What do you think could be done to remedy the 
situation?  Maybe it is more education on 
stewardship.  Maybe it is a stewardship program.  
Only God knows.   

I would be interested in knowing your thoughts.  
It might even be helpful for discussion within our 
Stewardship Committee.   Stewardship is an ongoing 
process of growth within the individual member and 
within the church as a whole.  If there are things we could 
be doing better to serve you and our church community 
with respect to stewardship, we need to talk about it.      

 
 

Frey Village’s Annual Strawberry 
Festival                                                                                     
This year the event will be held on Saturday, June 4th 
from 8:30 am-1:30 pm.  There will be a silent auction, 
vendors, raffle items, jewelry, used books, a pork b-b-q 
lunch, chocolate covered 
strawberries & baked goods.  
Live entertainment will be 
provided by Roger Wilkinson.  
Bring the family & enjoy a day 
of fun!  All of the proceeds 
from this event will benefit the 
resident’s activity program. 
 
 

Save the Date!                                                                           
We will again be hosting families at our church the last 
week of June. Please consider helping with staying 
overnight, preparing a meal, or driving the van.  More 
details and sign-up sheets will be available at a later 
date  Thanks for your support.   Sara Smith 
 

Social Ministry Committee                                        
The Social Ministry Committee would like to thank the 
congregation for the generous contributions for our 
Lenten collection for veterans.  The response to this first 
time collection was overwhelming.  We collected 81 
toothbrushes, 59 tubes of toothpaste, 185 disposable 
razors, 11 pairs of shower shoes, 225 postage stamps and 
5 phone cards.  The committee will be delivering these 
items to the Veteran's Hospital in Lebanon.   It is 
wonderful to be part of such a caring church.                                  
Thanks for your help, Donna Miller. 
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one another.  That is what we are supposed to do.  And 
so, each of our legacies may look a bit different, 
because each of us may embody love differently.  For 
some, mission work in a foreign country is their way of 
showing love.  For others, volunteering at a hospital or 
at a food pantry or with an organization like Family 
Promise is their way of showing love.  For others, 
visiting shut-ins or inmates at a prison is their way of 
showing love. 
 

In short, the legacies that are of greatest value, in my 
opinion, are those legacies where the individual has 
impacted other people’s lives.  So often, we hear about 
people’s bucket lists, which include things like travel 
destinations, or extreme activities like skydiving.  But, 
how many of those bucket lists include things that really 
impact other people?  How many of those lists really 
include that which embodies love for the other? 
 

Thanks for your question. 
  Signed, Padre   
 

 Dear Padre,   

As I get on in years, an important 
question keeps coming to mind.  The 
question is this: “What should my 
legacy be?  For what should I be 
remembered?”  What is the 
Christian’s proper response to such a question? 
 

Signed, Like to Know 
 
Dear “Like to Know”, 
 

The answer to your question may be a bit different 
for each Christian, but in general I believe the 
answer to that question is that each Christian 
should be remembered for their love.   
 

Now, we recently had a children’s sermon based on 
Psalm 148.  In that psalm, the writer commands 
anything and everything to “praise the Lord.”  Sun 
and moon, shining stars, fire and hail, snow and 
fog, mountains and hills, fruit trees and cedars, wild 
beasts and all cattle, young and old people alike—
everything and everyone is commanded to praise 
the Lord.  And, I mentioned in that message to the 
children that it seems quite strange to hear 
inanimate, non-living things like the sun and moon 
directed to praise the Lord.  I noted, however, that 
maybe everything is meant to praise the Lord by 
simply doing what they were created to do.  Sun 
and moon were created to shine, to provide 
warmth, and to control the tides.  Fire was created 
for light and heat, and to cook food.  Fruit trees 
were created to produce fruit.  And, human 
beings…well, we, too, have a purpose for which 
God created us.   
 

In John 13:34-35, we remember our purpose as 
human beings.  Jesus said, “I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another.  Just as 
I have loved you, you also should love one another.  
By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”   
Human beings were created by God to show love to 

“From the Mouth of Babes”                                                   

A Sunday School teacher asked her little 
children, as they were on the way to 
church service, “And why is it necessary to 
be quiet in church?”  One bright little girl replied, 
“Because people are sleeping.” 

The Praise Him Singers 
The Praise Him Singers will present “A 
Spiritual Journey” concert under the 
direction of Jeffrey J. Cogan, artistic 
director.  Our own member, Dawne 
Veet sings with this group.  A prelude 
will begin 30 minutes prior to every 
concert.  Concerts are free and handicap accessible.  A 
freewill offering will be taken.  Concert days & times 
are: 

May 17th, 7 pm at Baughman United Methodist 

      Church, 228 Bridge St., New Cumberland  

May 19th, 7 pm at Charlton United Methodist Church, 

      5920 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg                                                                                                                                                                                                         

May 22nd, 4 pm at Trinity United Church of Christ,                        

       32 W. Market St., York   
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 OUR SAVIOUR  

 FINANCIAL REPORT 
 March 31, 2016  
   

ENVELOPES AND PLATE $43,358.89  

FUND RAISING $15,098.10  

FELLOWSHIP HALL RENTAL $885.00  

    TOTAL INCOME $59,341.99  

   

EXPENSE  $55,971.42  

   

SURPLUS  $3,370.57  

   

MORTGAGE BALANCE $140,132.65  

   

       PNC ACCOUNTS:  

   

   

CURRENT FUND $34,338.30 

BUILDING FUND $3,372.95 

MEMORIAL FUND $30,703.60 

   

   

       THRIVENT ACCOUNTS  

   

   

REGULAR MUTUALS $68,945.64 

SCHOLARSHIP MUTUALS           $78,907.37 

   

   

       SANTANDER ACCOUNT  

   

   

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION $5,158.59 

    

   

Third Tuesday Clean Up                   

On April 19 Third                                                       
Tuesday Clean-Up                                                         
was held.                                                                        
Participating                                                                
were Pastor Joel,                                                       
Dave and Alta                                                            
Shadel,                                                                                  
Katherine Kreischer, Andrea Faber, and 
Nancy Pinko.  We cleaned up debris and 
pulled a lot of weeds.  The church yard 
looks lovely and ready for flowers.   
Nancy Pinko, Coordinator   

 

Camping brochures have 

arrived.                                                                
There is still time to                                              

think about going to                                                          

Camp Nawakwa for                                                           

a week this summer.  Join in the fun, 

fellowship & Bible Study that is offered 

during an awesome week in God’s 

beautiful countryside.  Pick up a                            

brochure to see what all camp has to 

offer or you can check it out online at 

www.LutheranCamping.org. 

Upcoming                                         

Nawakwa                                 

Events                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Friday, May 13th - Lutheran Camping                                     

 Night with the Harrisburg                  

 Senators                                      

Saturday, May 14th - 9 am-noon -                     

    A Garden & Tea Party     

    at the Wittle Farm                                   

Sunday, May 15th - 3:30 pm - Summer 

  Camp Kick-off Worship & Picnic 

More information for any of these 

events can be found at 

www.LutheranCamping.org.                                                    
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Executive Committee Retreat 
As you may already be aware, the congregations of Good Shepherd in Paxtang, Zion in Penbrook, and                 

Our Saviour have been doing cooperative ministry for a few years.  Examples of those efforts have included                    
Vacation Bible School, Advent services, Lenten studies, and Easter Vigil. 

Recognizing the challenges facing each of our congregations (namely, aging and declining membership;              
ongoing maintenance of church buildings; and shortfalls in budgets), the Executive Committees gathered for a                      
retreat in January 2016, to dialogue about what more can be done in terms of cooperative ministry.  Those present 
were directed to use the SWOT analysis, whereby everyone was asked to consider their individual congregation’s 
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats.  This process allowed the congregations to understand each 
other better.  Following that, there was a time of brainstorming:  How we could serve together?  What would that 
look like potentially?  What might be our identity (i.e. what might we be known for)?  And what aspects of our                   
individual congregations would we be willing and not willing to sacrifice? 

In February 2016, the Councils were given the summary from the retreat to review and, at that time, voted 
to intentionally move forward in conversation about how the three congregations can share ministry and to see 
where the Spirit might be leading us. 

The summary, which is now being provided to the congregations’ members, represents ideas and is to be 
used to start conversation.  It is not a plan or blueprint that is in final form.  The next step is for the three Councils  
to gather as a whole in dialogue.  Questions or concerns can be addressed to your Council members and/or your                      
pastor. 

Thank you for your prayers and consideration to this important work.   
 

Executive Committee Retreat 
Good Shepherd 

Our Saviour 
Zion 

January 30, 2016 
Messiah Lutheran Church, Harrisburg  

 

Attendance:  
Good Shepherd: Karen Frischkorn, Dixie McCauley, & Pr. Baker 
Our Saviour: Joy Warnick, Jim Lubrecht, Nancy Pinko, & Pr. Petruschke 
Zion: Susan Master, Chuck Haupt, Richard Wix, Robert Wix, & Pr. Carnes  
Facilitator: Sister Marianne Brock 
 

Open with worship – Genesis 12:1-9 
 

Strengths: 
GS: pastor; leadership; good lay leadership; liturgy; 4 worship services; volunteers; strength in small numbers; good 
worship spaces; location – centrally located; houses local library; houses Keystone Band; ecumenical prayer shawl 
ministry; houses outside worship community; & supports Ecumenical Food Panty & Medical Outreach 
 

OS: pastor; financial stability; good facility; lots of space (rentals – parking – green space); friendly people; nice  
community; German Fest; volunteers; outreach with egg selling; supports Manna Food Pantry; provides                                 
scholarships for youth 
 

                            Continues on next page. 
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Zion: dedicated Christian people; outreach; Family Promise; Manna Food Pantry; Beacon Clinic; houses outside  
worship community; tradition; part of community for a long time; music ministry; endowment; worship                                   
opportunities (Lent, Advent, Holy Week…); weekly communion; women’s workshop (quilts, school bags, etc…);                   
pastor 
 

Weaknesses: 
GS: church school attendance; financial situation/budget deficit; stewardship of membership (some give only on 
Sundays when attending); aging congregation; need bigger core of members to serve; aging infrastructure; not ADA 
accessible; no youth ministry 
 

OS: not enough kids; small Sunday church school; some building problems; maintenance of the building;                                  
stewardship of membership; need bigger core of members to serve 
 

Zion: location (not easy to find); aging/declining population of congregation; stewardship issues (fixed incomes); no 

more deaf ministry; no more youth ministry; dynamics of neighborhood (more transients, difficult to draw them in) 

 

Opportunities: 
GS: reach outside our walls to do missions; performs mission work to carry out Great Commission to make new                 
disciples that may or may not lead to growth, more specifically baptizing adults; be involved in community 
(neighborhood church); find more ways to do cooperative ministry 
 

OS: community outreach; garden/green space (food bank); German Fest (how to get people back after they come to 
German Fest) 
 

Zion: neighborhood (more outreach…renters vs. owners); large building – facility availability; merger; combine 
churches – sharing of resources 
 

Threats: 
GS: cultural indifference – church is less of a priority (sports activities, parents indifferent); lack of diversity in a 
changing neighborhood; not ADA accessible; aging infrastructure 
 

OS: apathy of membership; people are so busy – TIME; Sunday school threatened by sports and other activities;      
culture has changed 
 

Zion: finances; aging congregation; small number of people doing everything (burn out) 
 

Big Ideas 
What if we… 
Sharing of resources – so we don’t duplicate 
Worship together – 225 people 
Hire youth minister for all three congregation – kids could meet one another 
Prayer shawl ministry 
 

       Continues on next page. 
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Share staff –Sexton; Treasurer; Pastor 
Building – combining congregations (sell two use one or sell three and build new) 
Mission trip – outreach/mission work (local) (hunger) 
Offer different styles of worship 

Learning experience – how do we do discipleship? 
What will be our identity?  We will be the congregation that… 
 

What would we be like to be known for… 
Feeding the flock (Eucharist) 
Good nutrition (healthy minds and healthy bodies) 
Doors always open for anyone 
Unity and a peaceful congregation 
 

What would we be willing to give up to make this happen… 
Attitudes – (this is my church…why do we have to change…why do we have to leave…) 
Buildings (but not certain things in the buildings – windows, organs…) 
 

This conversation led to what we wouldn’t want to give up… 
Certain worship spaces 
Pastoral staff 
Certain traditions of either understanding of fundraising or the fundraising itself (GS & Zion don’t do fundraising, 
while OS does) 
 

Closed with prayer 

Social Ministry Committee Request  
The Lower Susquehanna Synod ELCA                                                      
is sponsoring "Hunger J.A.M. 2016" -                                                      
Justice and Mercy - at the start of the                                                 
Synod Assembly which is                                                                          
June 3 - 6, 2016 at Messiah College in                                                                         
Mechanicsburg.  On June 3, the Synod                                                   
is packing 400,00 complete meals to                                                 
feed hungry Pennsylvanians.  The goal is for 1,200                             
volunteers to pack the meals in 12 hours.  The total cost 
of the 400,000 meals is $100,000. 00.  Congregations are 
being asked to contribute $1.00 per baptized member 
since four quarters will feed a family of four.                                                                                                                                                                                                      
General offering envelopes in the pews can be used for 
contributions by marking them with “Hunger J.A.M.”                                                                                                                                                                                                
The Social Ministry Committee is looking for our                                
members to help with packaging the meals.  Two hour 
time slots start at 8 AM to 8 PM. A sign-up sheet is                        

located in the narthex if you are interested.  We could 
carpool from the church. The website is                                        
www.lss-elca.org for further information. Thank you for 
your support. 

 

GermanFest                                                                         
GermanFest will be held on Saturday,                                                  

September 10, 2016.  Thank you to                                                  

Andrea, Arno and Jeanette for                                                             

booking  the entertainment.  Cody McSherry,                                                                   

the young accordionist who played last                                                      

year, will join us again this year.  We                                                 

are very happy that the Hobby Chor will be joining us 

this year as well as the Egerlander Band and the                             

Popcorn Hat Players.  Please reserve the date and plan 

to help us make the nut rolls, strudel and the main 

menu items. We look forward to another successful                                           

GermanFest.  

   Continued from previous page. 
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        It’s a Girl!                                     
Congratulations to Ed & Malane        
Digon on the birth of their 1st                      
great-grandchild, Adelyn Elizabeth 
Phillips born in April at Harrisburg 
Hospital.  Adelyn weighed 8 lbs. 13 
oz. and is 21” long.   

  

Recent Haiti Project                                              
Thanks again for all of the shoes 

and other donations for the Pinyon 

Haiti Orphanage. We are happy to 

announce that all nine barrels of 

goods arrived without damage.    

Pastor Francois and his son traveled three hours (in a 

dump truck) to the port to receive the barrels and                           

complete the paperwork. They had to travel back to                         

Pinyon the next day in the daylight as robberies often 

occur after dark. Pastor Francois remains overwhelmed 

by our generosity. He still can't believe all of the shoes 

that we collected (154 pairs of shoes and many clothing 

items). He has called frequently to make sure we are 

thanking everyone. Pastor Francois and the children are 

very grateful and thank you very much. Your generosity 

is changing their lives by supplying essential needs they 

do not have access to.     

                                                                                                                                       

Gently used T-Shirts wanted                                                

Lutheran World Relief is accepting 
diapers made from gently used large 
sized t-shirts of any color.  If you have 
any of these, I would appreciate                               
receiving them.  Please put a note in 
my mailbox and then put the bag in 
the mailbox area with my name on it.                                              
Thanks, Diane Lehrman  

Manna Food Pantry                                            
Request                                                             
Manna Food Pantry is in need of paper supplies( paper                   
towels, toilet paper, Kleenex, etc.).  We recently learned 
that the money they receive from the state can not be 
used to purchase paper supplies.          

Call Before You Dig                                                        
The Pennsylvania One Call                       
System requires you to call 811 
prior to digging a large or small 
area on your property.  Per a 
member’s suggestion, a call was 
placed prior to the garden area being tilled.  The staff is 
very friendly and helpful.  They look at a satellite image 
of the property, ask several questions and notify six 
agencies, who come to the property and check the                 
designated area for gas, electric, water, sewer and                      
telecommunication lines.  The service is free. They give 
you a confirmation code just in case something would 
happen when you dig.  This proves to the insurance 
company that you did follow the appropriate rules prior 
to digging.  Without the code, insurance companies will 
not cover an incident.  Valuable information.  

 

Manna Garden                                                                  
One of the focuses of ELCA is to fight 
hunger.  They are encouraging                            
congregations to turn their "green" 
into gardens.  As a cooperative effort, 
the Church, Manna Food Pantry,                    
Susquehanna Township Rotary Club 
and the Susquehanna Township High School Interact 
Club met and developed a plan for a small vegetable 
garden on our Church property.  The plan was                             
presented to Church Council for approval.  Joy Warnick, 
Council President, is working with us.  The Rotary Club 
rototilled the ground on Saturday, April 23, which was 
the National Rotary Club Work Day.  The Students                         
traveled to a potato farm to learn more about                                    
gardening. The plan is to plant potatoes in mid-May.  
The garden will be maintained by the Students with the 
oversight of the Rotary Club.  Students are required to 
do Community Service as a condition of graduation.  
They are so excited and enthusiastic to learn to garden.  
The produce will be given to the Manna Food Pantry. 
We wish them well.                                                                                  
Diane Lehrman, project coordinator.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
1 - Easter 6 
8:30 am - Word &    
                  Sacrament 
9:30 am - Church School 
                   Early Service  
                   Choir 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
1st Sunday Social 

2 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
6:00 pm - 
Welcome 
Committee set up 
for banquet 
 
 
 

4 
 
6:00 pm - Mother, 
Child, Sister & 
Friend Banquet 
 
7:00 pm - Adult 
Choir 
 

5 
 
6:00 pm - Chimes 
Choir 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George Burgett 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Madelynn Barton 
Myles Reilly 

8  - Easter 7 
8:30 am - Word &    

                  Sacrament         
9:30 am - Church School                      
                   Early Service  

                   Choir 
10:45 am  - Word &   

                   Sacrament 
Lisa Neil 

Mason Roach 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Merlin Beachell 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don DeArmitt 

11 
 
7:00 pm - Council 
7:00 pm - Adult 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
Pat DiSciorio 

12 
 
6:00 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
7:00 pm - Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Margaret Munz 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 - Pentecost 
8:30 am - Word &  
            Sacrament 
9:30 am- Church School 
                 Early Service 
                   Choir 
10:45 am  - Word &  

                Sacrament with       
Rite of Confirmation 

16 
 
 

17 
 
3:30 pm - 3rd 
Tuesday Clean-up 
 
 
 
Luke Gervasio 
George Schreffler 

18 
 
7:00 pm - Adult 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
Christine Schreffler 

19 
 
6:00 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Ames 
Terry Smith 

22 - Holy Trinity 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
9:30 am - Church School 
                   Early Service 
                    Choir 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
Peter Gervasio 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sara Smith 

24 
 
6-8 pm - Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
7:00 pm - Adult 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
Darcie Minnich 

26 
 
6:00 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
7:00 pm - Bible 
Study 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barbara Sheetz 

29 - Pentecost 2 
8:30 am - Word & 
                 Sacrament 
9:30 am - Church School 
                  Early Service 
                   Choir 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
 

30  
 
 
 
 
 
office closed 
Katelyn Miller 
Tammy Morrissey 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jean Lisse 
 

 
Please note:  the 
deadline for the 
June newsletter is 
Sunday, May 15th. 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and grow with 
us as we share His love and salvation with our 
neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 
8:30 am & 10:45 am 

 
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

every Sundays. 
 
 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


