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 Newsletter of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 
420 North Progress Avenue 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 It is usually about this time in the winter that I begin to daydream about the summer.  The arctic chill 
has settled into the region.  The effects of cabin fever are getting the better of me.  And, I need to think about 
the summer to get me through the bleak, harsh weather. 
 As many of you in the congregation know, part of my family’s summer plans includes going to Camp 
Nawakwa, located in the middle of Apple Country in Adams County.  We go for a week of family camp, where 
we can be in God’s good creation and take a break from the busy-ness of life.  One way to describe a week at 
Camp Nawakwa is as “church-apart.”  For we see that we gather with other sisters and brothers in Christ, so 
we are “church,” but we are outside the usual bounds of church life.  We are not burdened by committee 
work, budget concerns, and property matters.  No, instead, we gather with others to form a community of 
believers who are set apart in the woods. 
 Now, don’t get me wrong, there is structure and order to the week.  It is not like some episode of 
“Survivor,” where we are fending for ourselves.  There are regular, delicious meals provided by Kathy and the 
kitchen staff.  There is water and electricity in the cabins.  Each cabin has a sink and a commode, and outlets to 
charge our devices.  (But sorry, there is no cell reception; that is a good thing.)  The showers are in a separate 
building, however, but there are individual shower stalls.   

There are also camp activities scheduled for campers of which to partake at their choosing.  Go play 
camper/staff soccer, or not.  Go for a staff facilitated bike ride, or not.  Go make a craft under the guidance of 
the staff, or not.  Or, sit on the porch of your cabin, and read a book.  Or, lie down in your cabin and take an 
afternoon nap.  Or, play cards or a board game with your family or with your neighbors in the cabin next to 
you.  Or, stroll leisurely about camp looking at the butterflies and flowers.  It is up to you.     

There is Bible study in the morning, worship in the evening, and the presence of God abounds.  It is 
truly church-apart.  It is what I like to imagine heaven is a bit like.   

And, camp is available to everyone!  Whatever the shape and size of your family, camp can 
accommodate you.  Grandparents and extended family are welcome.  If you are a little older, and want a camp 
specifically designated for you, then you might want to check out Elder Camp, which runs alongside youth 
camp.  

You can go on-line to check out the Lutheran Camping Corporation’s Website which is as follows: 
www.lutherancamping.org or pick up a camp brochure at church.  The corporation actually consists of three 
sites:  Kirchenwald in Colebrook, Nawakwa in Arendtsville, and The Wittel Farm in Elizabethtown.  Full blown 
summer camp takes place at Kirchenwald and Nawakwa.  The Wittel Farm conducts a day program.  The 
programs at Kirchenwald and Nawakwa consist of many different types of camp.  These include the likes of 
Classic, Music, Theater, Equestrian, Day Camp, Night Owls, Treehouse, to name just a few.  There are also trips, 
such as to the beach in Maryland, or to the Adirondacks in New York.  And, of course, I have already 
mentioned Family Camp. 

So, I invite you to prayerfully consider attending camp this summer either as a family, or sending your 
children by themselves.  The experience of summer camp is like nothing else.  My family and I would love to 
see you there.  If you have any questions, please contact me.  I always welcome the opportunity to talk up 
camp. 

 
      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke  

 
  

http://www.lutherancamping.org
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Parish Staff 

 
Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
Barbara Johnson, administrative assistant 
 
Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 
If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for January 2016 

 
February 7 — Transfiguration 
Exodus 34:29-35 
Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2 
Luke 9:28-43a 
 
February 10 — Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 51:1-17 
2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 
February 14 — Lent 1 
Deuteronomy  26:1-11 
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
Romans 10:8b-13 
Luke 4:1-13 
 
February 21 — Lent 2 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17– 4:1 
Luke 13:31-35 
 
February 28 — Lent 3 
Isaiah 55:1-9 
Psalm 63:1-8 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 
 

February 10 
Worship 7:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

February 14 
Begins our weekly service of 

Work & Sacrament 

JOINT LENTEN STUDY                                                   
sponsored by Our Saviour, Good Shepherd and 

Zion 

The theme is                                                                  
“GOOD FRIDAY’S GOOD NEWS”                                                   

“THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF JESUS FROM 
THE CROSS” 

Join us on the Thursdays in Lent,                                         
February 11-March 24 at 9:00-10:00am                                

at Zion in Penbrook          

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPDMz_S_1McCFcwVPgodGB8J2Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hislambsonline.org%2Fsermon-series-fhlm-listing.php&ei=h-bkVbDtCcyr-AGYvqTIDQ&psig=AFQjCNF7VmO2i4aDu91o2ewJmb
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In this article, I will conclude our discussion 
series on weekly communion.  We have thus far talked 
about the early church’s practice of communion, 
which was weekly, if not in fact daily.  We talked 
about Luther’s teachings on communion, namely that 
it should be offered whenever there are persons who 
wish to receive communion, but one need not feel 
compelled to receive communion every time it is 
offered.  And, Luther also spoke about the need for a 
time of preparation to receive communion.  And 
finally, we have talked about what it was that caused 
weekly communion to fall to the wayside, including 
the influence of Pietism, Rationalism, the Thirty Years’ 
War, and the excessive emphasis on preparing one’s 
self.   

And so now, we come to the question of what 
served to bring about the focus again on weekly 
communion.  And, there are several influences 
affecting the revival of weekly communion.  First, 
there has been a renewed interest in Bible study.  
And, this leads us back to Jesus’ words, “Do this.”   
“Do this,” is a command that is to be heeded 
frequently and not infrequently.  Communion is to be 
seen as something central to our Christian faith, not 
something peripheral. 

Second, the Church is reclaiming its 
understanding of itself as “apostolic”.  In other words, 
if we are the apostles of Christ today, then we should 
imitate the practice of the apostles of the early 
church.  And, what were the early apostles doing, but 
celebrating communion frequently, each and every 
week, in fact. 

Third, there was a revival in the Lutheran 
church in the early 1800s, at the time of the 300th 
anniversary of the Reformation.  Lutherans became 
interested again in the Lutheran Confessions, and it 
was observed that the Church had lost its sense of 
“Word and Sacrament” worship, as taught in those 
confessions.  The two main things that comprise 
worship are the Word of God and the Sacraments 
(baptism and communion).  So, Lutherans restored 
the rightful place of communion within the liturgy. 

Fourth, the Church remembered its identity as 
the “Body of Christ,” which is connected with the rite 
of holy communion.   The people of God are what 

they eat.  We are the body of Christ, and to refrain 
from celebrating communion is to detract from our 
identity. 

Fifth, the emphasis emerged on the need for 
God’s grace that comes through communion.  Just as 
an ill person needs a hospital for physical healing, so 
too does a sinner need the Church and God’s grace 
contained in the sacrament of communion for 
spiritual healing.  God is our healer.  God wants to give 
of his love and mercy, and we need to receive God’s 
gifts. 

If you still have any questions about Holy 
Communion, please come to see me, Pastor Joel. 

 
REMINDER:  We are still in need of additional 

individuals to serve on Altar Guild, in order to help 
prepare each week for communion.  We could also 
use additional volunteers to help distribute 
communion.  Thank you.      

 

About Worship 

Thank you. 

“Thank you for the Giant Supermarket gift card, which 
will certainly come in handy.  And thank you for                   
allowing me to serve you as your music director and 
for welcoming me and my family into your midst.  We 
truly appreciate your generosity.                                                             
                                               Margaret Quintanar 

 

Thank you to the congregation for our Giant gift 
cards.  They were very much appreciated.                    
         Alta & Dave Shadel 

 
Thank You to the congregation for my Giant gift card.  
It was a very nice thought & much appreciated.   
                                                                        Barb Johnson 

 Congratulations to                     
Mandy (Lubrecht) & Kaleb 
Ham on their wedding that 

took place on Dec. 19th. 
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   A Word on Stewardship 
My family and I are travelling to Germany 

later this month.  Kathy was nominated by Bishop 
Dunlop for a conference taking place in Wittenberg.  
She was selected, and we decided that we would go as 
a family.  It is an opportunity that doesn’t come up 
every day.  And so, we wanted to take advantage of it. 

There were some details we needed to work 
out.  Namely, Kathy and I needed to find coverage for 
the weeks we would be away.  And, we needed to talk 
to the school our children attend.  I explained to the 
principal that this would be a wonderful learning 
opportunity for our kids.  We of course plan to visit 
many of the important Lutheran sites.  We also are 
planning to see Dachau concentration camp, and the 
Berlin Wall and Checkpoint Charlie, the Pergamon 
Museum, which houses the famous reconstructed 
Ishtar Gate from ancient Babylon, and many other 
historical and cultural sites.   

Teaching our children (I am not just speaking 
of mine and Kathy’s kids) is maybe the best 
stewardship we can do in this world.  We all want our 
children to grow into well-informed, enlightened 
people.   

As each of us has learned both good and bad 
from our parents, so too do our children learn from 
us, who are parents and grandparents, aunts and 
uncles.  We teach our children in subtle ways.  
Unfortunately, we sometimes teach our kids that 
which is not to their benefit or society’s benefit.  Yes, 
as much as we would want to instill blessing upon 
blessing on our children, the truth is that certain 
prejudices, too, can be passed from one generation to 
another.    

Kathy and I have been to Germany before, 
back in 2001.  And, I remember our trip then to 
Dachau concentration camp.  I remember not just 
being awe-struck by the horrors that had taken place 
in that camp.  I remember not just being amazed that 
only a wall separated the concentration camp from 
the surrounding suburb of Munich; this camp was 
right in front of German citizens.  I remember being 
greatly affected by the experience.  But there was 
something else that really moved me.  While we were 

touring the camp, I remember seeing numerous school 
groups going through the camp as well.  It seems that the 
German nation makes it a point that all school students 
are to tour a concentration camp, so that generation 
after generation of young people will remember what 
had happened in Nazi Germany. 

Prejudice and discrimination, hate and violence 
cannot be what we teach our children.  We must be 
about teaching our children respect for human life, love 
for our fellow human beings, and compassion and mercy 
for one another.  It is the best type of stewardship we 
engage in, not only for the sake of our young people but 
for the future of the human race.   

I look forward to sharing with you our experience 
when we return. 

A Reminder 

The sign-up sheets for flower & bulletin sponsors for 
2016 are on the bulletin board.  There are many open 
dates available for you to sponsor.  The flower costs is 
$8.75 and the bulletins are $6.50. 

 

 

 

 

Souper Bowl 

You are invited to be part of our efforts to share God’s 
love with those in need.  Please give generously on                    
Super Bowl Sunday (February 7, 2016).  The Youth Group 
of OSL will be participating in the Souper Bowl by selling 
bowls of soup in the fellowship hall at 11:45 am 
(approximately; follows the 10:45 am service).  Every 
dollar donated goes to:                                                                 
Manna Food Pantry, 56 Banks St., Harrisburg, PA  17103, 
which is our 2016 Souper Bowl charity of choice.                                  
This event is sponsored by Thrivent Financial for                      
Lutherans. 
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whom we are at odds, is a gift not only to ourselves but 
to the other.  It is a gift that hopefully will foster a 
deeper appreciation of worship as a whole, and 
communion in specific.  Christ died for our sins, and so 
we have been reconciled to God.  So then, let us be 
reconciled to one another, whereby we may rejoice in 
the grace of God through Jesus Christ.     

 
Signed, Padre 

 

 Dear Padre,   

 
What is the meaning behind the 
Sharing of the Peace?  Is there more to 
it than just an opportunity to greet one 
another? 
 
Signed, Sharing the Peace, but Wondering the 
Meaning 
 
Dear “Sharing the Peace, but Wondering the 
Meaning,” 
 

Thank you for your important question.  It 
is quite timely, as we begin to celebrate weekly 
communion this month at Our Saviour.  

The Sharing the Peace aspect of worship is 
meant to be more than just an occasion to greet 
one another.  It is really meant to be a time of 
reconciliation between sisters and brothers in 
Christ.  You see, before we begin to worship the 
Lord, we should be in a proper state for worship, 
namely, we should be reconciled with one another.  
Thus, at the conclusion of the Order of Confession 
and Forgiveness, we should offer a word of peace 
to our fellow worshippers.  All the more, if there is 
a specific relationship between us and another 
member that is strained, we should make the point 
to seek out that parishioner at the time when we 
are Sharing the Peace, and we should sincerely 
make peace with one another. 

Now, I say that this is timely as we begin to 
celebrate weekly communion, because in many 
churches the Sharing the Peace aspect of worship 
occurs after the Prayers of the Church, prior to the 
beginning of the communion liturgy.  It serves the 
same purpose, however, that sisters and brothers 
are to be reconciled before approaching the altar of 
our Lord to receive communion.   

I don’t plan to move the Sharing the Peace 
just because we are moving to weekly communion.  
I hope though that we will be mindful that offering 
peace to another, especially to someone with 

 
 

 

Our sympathies are extended 
to the family & friends of                                   

Roberta “Bobby” Baker  who                
entered God’s Heavenly                 

Kingdom on Monday, Jan. 
25th. 

 

IT’S EASTER EGG TIME  --  so keep us In your                            
prayers.  We have began making our eggs.  Come and 
join us,  good days are Sunday after church and                         
Saturday at  8am.  Show up anytime for an hour or 
two or whenever it is convenient for you.  No "hard 
work" is required, you can wash a few dishes, carry 
empty trays, wrap eggs or put the labels on them and 
many other easy things  to do.  Our goal this year is 
20,000 eggs, and just a reminder that for the last few 
years the Easter egg project  brought Our Saviour out 
of the "red" and into the "black".   So, try to sell our 
eggs and you will be surprised who will buy and sell 
them and that is because our eggs we make are the 
very best eggs.   Julie,  Chair bunny  
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OUR SAVIOUR  

FINANCIAL REPORT 

December 31, 2015 

 

ENVELOPES AND PLATE    $167,373.88                                                                                                                          
FUND RAISING        $29,183.35                                                                                                                                     
FELLOWSHIP HALL RENTAL        $2,490.00                                                                                                                                              
TOTAL INCOME                                 $199,047.23 

EXPENSES                                                        $193,524.14 

SURPLUS          $5,523.09 

 

MORTGAGE BALANCE     $143,002.30 

 

       PNC ACCOUNTS: 

CURRENT FUND             $27,431.11                                                                                                                                                                                       
BUILDING FUND               $3,372.87                                                                                                                                                                                             
MEMORIAL FUND                      $25,627.69 

 

         THRIVENT ACCOUNTS 

REGULAR MUTUALS                     $67,264.85                                                                                                                                                                                          
SCHOLARSHIP MUTUALS                                 $76,554.13 

 

 SANTANDER ACCOUNT 

A Lenten Project 
The Social Ministry Committee has decided to do a Lenten project. During the six weeks of Lent we would like the 
congregation to help us collect items for veterans. These items will be collected each Sunday in Lent starting on 
February 14, 2016 and ending on March 20, 2016 . The first item will be a tube of toothpaste. A schedule of                           
different items for each week will be posted shortly since the  committee could not meet with the recent snow 
storm. A collection box will be placed in the Narthex. The items will be delivered to the Veterans Hospital in                                
Lebanon when the collection is completed. Thank you for your help as we remember those who have given so 
much to our country.   



Good News Page 7 

 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
 1 

 
8:00 am - Egg 
making 
 
6:00 pm - Welcome 
Committee 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
8:00 am & 
4:00 pm - Egg 
making 
 
7:00 pm - Adult 
Choir 

4 
6:00 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
7:00 pm - Bible 
Study 
 
Nicholas Bartell 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
Tracy Gervasio 

6 
8:00 am - Egg 
making 
3-7:00 pm - private 
event 
Kendra Gotshall 
Krista Koropchak 

7  - Transfiguration 
8:30 am - Word &    
                  Sacrament 
9:30 am - Church School 
                   Early Service  
                   Choir 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
11:45 am - Youth’s 
Souper Bowl 
Egg making following  
worship 

8 
 
8:00 am - Egg 
making 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Merlin Beachell 
David Mink 

9 
 
7:00 pm - Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pamela Cribari 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 am & 
4:00 pm - Egg 
making 
Worship 7:30 pm 

 
Jonah Petruschke 

11 
 
9-10:00 am - 
Lenten Study at 
Zion, Penbrook 
 
6:00 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
Renee Gibson 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
8:00 am - Egg 
making 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Balas 

14 - Lent 1 
8:30 am - Word &  
                  Sacrament 
9:30 am- Church School 
                  Early Service 
                  Choir 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                  Sacrament 
Egg making following 
worship 

15 
 
8:00 am - Egg 
making 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
8:00 am & 
4:00 pm - Egg 
making 
 
7:00 pm - Adult 
Choir 
 
 

18 
 
9-10:00 am - 
Lenten Study at 
Zion, Penbrook 
 
6:00 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
7:00 pm - Bible 
Study 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
8:00 am - Egg 
making 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 - Lent 2 
Good News Deadline 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
9:30 am - Church School 
                   Early Service 
                    Choir 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
Egg making following 
worship 
Douglas Mink 

22 
 
8:00 am - Egg 
making 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Megan Barton 

23 24 
 
8:00 am & 
4:00 pm - Egg 
making 
 
7:00 pm - Adult 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
9-10:00 am - 
Lenten Study at 
Zion, Penbrook 
 
6:00 pm - Chimes 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
8:00 am - Egg 
making 
 
 
 
Donald Hoepfer 
 
 
 

28 - Lent 3 
8:30 am - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
9:30 am - Church School 
                  Early Service 
                   Choir 
10:45 am  - Word &  
                   Sacrament 
Egg making following 
worship 

29 
 
8:00 am - Egg 
making 
 
5-9:30 pm - private 
event 
 
 
Pastor Joel 

     

- - - - Pastor Joel out of town - - - - 

- - - - - - - Pastor Joel out of town - - - - -- - 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring                             
congregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and grow with 
us as we share His love and salvation with our 
neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 
8:30 am & 10:45 am 

 
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

every Sundays beginning in February. 
 
 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


