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420 North Progress Avenue 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

 Each year on All Saints Sunday, which falls this year on All Saints Day, November 1st, the church 
remembers those who have died in the faith since last All Saints.  This year we remember the following names 
and their date of death: 
 

 Esther Flores   Bertha Hertzler   Ronald Kunz 
 November 4, 2014  December 8, 2014  January 23, 2015 

 

William Granfors  Janet Ruocco    Elizabeth Neidich 
February 26, 2015   April 13, 2015    April 19, 2015 
 

Shirley Schaertel   Eva Prichard   Donna Hill 
April 21, 2015    June 4, 2015    June 6, 2015 
 

Patricia Neidich    Eleanor Buss    Kenneth Freed 
June 14, 2015   August 30, 2015   October 10, 2015 
 

We mourn the loss of loved ones.  It saddens us not to be able to hear their voice, not to be able to 
embrace them, not to be able to tell them how much they continue to be in our hearts.  Death is a bitter 
reality, which appears so final. 

On All Saints Sunday, though, the Church acknowledges the great hope we have in Christ Jesus.  And 
death is seen in its proper perspective.  Death does not have the final word in our earthly existence.  The final 
word is life, because of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People ask me, “What is heaven like?  What happens in death?”  For me, it is really but a momentary 
transition from this life to a life with God where are gathered with all the saints.  The bible envisions death as 
going to sleep in this life and immediately awakening at some time in the future, at the end time, when all the 
dead are raised together in the presence of Jesus Christ.  Yes, we die alone, we only can really do it by 
ourselves, but we awake in the community of all the saints in the presence of God.  What greater comfort can 
there be!   

In the meantime, the church is the place where the Spirit of God continues to prepare us such that 
when we come to that great day of our Lord Jesus Christ it will not be such a surprise.  The church here is 
preparing all the saints to sing the praises of God.  The church here is preparing all the saints to partake of the 
heavenly banquet.  The church here is preparing all the saints to know love of neighbor and love of God in our 
hearts.  The church is preparing us such that heaven is not a surprise.  The church is preparing us such the 
afterlife is as easy as stepping away from this world and into the next, like simply stepping through a door from 
church here to the eternal worship in God’s new creation. 

I like to think of us already living in eternal life because of our baptism.  Death has already taken place 
because we have died to sin.  It is only life here on in the beautiful and wonderful grace of God.  Death, 
therefore, does not have to be so scary.  Death does not have to bring such grief to our lives.  We remember 
our loved ones on All Saints.  But we also remember our Lord Jesus Christ who has conquered death and 
established a new creation.  One day, and not a day so long away, our name will appear on the list for All 
Saints.  But let us not see that as depressing, but as a reminder that we are remembered, not just remembered 
by the church we leave behind, but remembered by God who receives us in the Church Triumphant.  Thanks 
be to God. 

       In Christ,  Pastor Joel Petruschke 
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Parish Staff 

 
Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
 
Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 
If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for November 2015 

 
November 1 — All Saints Sunday 
Isaiah 25:6-9  
Psalm 24:1-10 
Revelation 21:1-6a 
John 11:32-44 
 
November 8 — 24th Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 17:8-16 
Psalm 146:1:10 
Hebrews 9:24-28 
Mark 12:38-44 
 
November 15 —25th Sunday after Pentecost 
Daniel 12:1-3 
Psalm 16:1-11 
Hebrews 1:11-25 
Mark 13:1-8 
 
November 22 —Christ the King 
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
Psalm 93:1-5 
Revelation 1:14b-8 
John 18:33-37 
 
November 29 — First Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 64:1-9 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Mark 13:24-37 

Thanks to Family Promise Volunteers 

Thank you to everyone who helped with our 
recent hosting week.  We had two families this time 
with a total of seven people.  We had a few more 
challenges this time due to after-school activities and 
work schedules.  We also had a few new helpers this 
time, which was very much appreciated.  On Thursday 
one of the boys turned 13, so we had an ice-cream 
cake with his name on it and a card from the church.  
It was nice to help him celebrate becoming a 
teenager!  We are happy to report that the family of 
five have graduated from the program after three 
months and are living in their own apartment.  Family 
Promise is a blessing in our community and it wouldn't 
be possible without your help!      THANK YOU.       

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPDMz_S_1McCFcwVPgodGB8J2Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hislambsonline.org%2Fsermon-series-fhlm-listing.php&ei=h-bkVbDtCcyr-AGYvqTIDQ&psig=AFQjCNF7VmO2i4aDu91o2ewJmb
http://www.familypromisehcr.org/
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 As we, the congregation at Our Saviour, 
dialogue about weekly communion, I would like to 
utilize this corner in the newsletter to add to the 
discussion.  There are certain questions I want to 
explore, namely, 1) What was the early practice of the 
church regarding communion? 2) What is Luther’s 
take on communion? 3) How did communion 
practices change over time, particularly after Luther? 
4) What has accounted for the move toward weekly 
communion in Lutheran congregations in 
contemporary times? and 5) What are the nuts and 
bolts of communion (i.e. how do we as Lutherans 
understand the bread and wine in communion, what 
does communion accomplish for us, how should we 
take communion, etc.)? 
 In this article, I want us to consider what was 
the early practice of the church regarding communion.  
It should be noted that Jesus never said how often we 
should partake of communion, nor how often 
communion should even be offered.   
 In Scripture, Jesus does say that we are to “Do 
this in remembrance of me,”  meaning we are to 
partake of communion.  It is commanded by our Lord 
that we are to celebrate the communion meal.  In 
First Corinthians 11:23-26, where the apostle Paul is 
probably quoting from an early Christian communion 
liturgy, he says, “Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  Paul lifts up the communion 
liturgy that says we are to celebrate the communion 
meal often.  He notes in verse 26, “that as often as you 
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes.”  For Paul, communion is 
a proclamation of the good news. 
 Now according to the custom of Judaism, of 
which the early Christians were, that is, Jewish 
Christians…according to the custom of Judaism, Jews 
would regularly, at least on a weekly basis gather and 
share a meal.  It is assumed then that the Jewish 
Christians did likewise, only now they added the 
institution of Holy Communion.  The meal was central 
to the gathering of early Christians.  Again, in First 
Corinthians 11:17-22, we see Paul talking about 

“when the church comes together…to eat the Lord’s 
supper.”  And, the congregation at Corinth appears to 
meet at least “on the first day of every week,” 
according to First Corinthians 16:2.  This verse refers 
to individual gifts being offered each week at the time 
of the gathering.   

Within the bounds of Jerusalem, Christian 
believers may have met even more frequently than 
once a week.  In Acts 2:46, it says, “Day by day, as 
they spent much time together in the temple, they 
(the believers) broke bread from house to house….”  
Christians in Jerusalem may have celebrated 
communion from house to house.  Communion 
appeared to be so significant to the gathering of 
Christians because expected the Lord to appear in his 
second coming at any moment.  They “do this”, they 
celebrated communion, because it was commanded 
by Jesus and the meal then almost hearkens Christ’s 
coming again. 

In another early Christian writing called the 
Didache, written about 100 A.D., it notes that “On the 
Day of the Lord (that is, Sunday) come together, break 
bread and hold Eucharist (that is, communion)….”  The 
Didache is not part of the bible, but was an early 
Christian treatise.  It was a document written for early 
believers, so to instruct them on basics of the faith.  
Within its pages, there are teachings about baptism, 
communion, Christian ethics, and Church 
organization.  

So, here we have some insight into 
communion practices of the early church.  We are 
planning to meet on November 5th and 19th at 7:00pm 
at the church to dialogue together about weekly 
communion.  Please join us. 

Next time in this article… 
 Jumping ahead several centuries, 

what did Luther have to say about the practice of 
communion?  Well, it is threefold.  1) Luther 
subscribed to offering communion as often as there 
are people who desire to receive communion?  If 
there are people in the community who wish to 
receive it, then it should be offered.  However, and 

About Worship 
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this is Luther’s second point, just because communion 
is offered every week does not mean that every 
individual in the congregation has to, or even should, 
take communion every week.  Luther, on average, 
took communion once every two or three weeks.  
Which bring us to Luther’s third point about how one 
prepares him or herself to receive communion.  This 
third point is significant, such that we would 
understand why we do what we do.  Communion 
means nothing if we do it just for the sake of doing it.  
And thus, we have this present dialogue about 
communion. 

About Worship (Continued) 

Thank you very much to all of you for your support 
and prayers during the past 6 months, which seems 
like forever. Learning to walk after fracturing both legs 
is a challenge but I am getting there, slowly but getting 
there. I can't tell you how much your visits, calls, 
cards, food, rides and your kindness has meant to me. 
It might seem like something very small to you, but it 
meant the world to me. Living alone made this even 
more challenging. I could not have done it without all 
of you. I just hope that someday I can do something 
for each of you. The following phrase says it all, "to 
the world you are one person, but to one person you 
are the world". Thank you.  

   —Diane Lehrman 

Thank you 

Christmas Poinsettia Orders 

You have the opportunity to order Christmas Poinsettias to beautify God's House.  This year the cost for the 
red or white poinsettias is $9.00 each for a 5+ bloom plant.  Please order your flowers by completing the order 
form below and placing it in an envelope with the money.  The envelopes can be found in the pews.  Place or-
der with the money in the offering plate.  If you have any questions, please call Connie Johnson at 652-
4394.  Thank you. 
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   A Word on Stewardship 
 

I read something the other day that really 
caught my attention.  It was a quote from a 
stewardship resource that said, “The most important 
value in a community of spiritual formation is 
authenticity.  There is no room for pretense, no room 
for manipulation, and no room for power games” (Our 
Stewardship—Managing our Assets, John Golv, p. 9). 

The word “authenticity” is a word that we 
often use to describe objects.  For instance, in a 
commercial we might hear, “This product comes with 
a certificate of authenticity.”  We want to know if the 
object we buy or acquire is the real deal.  That is what 
draws a lot of people to the Antique Roadshow.  They 
want to know if the antique, picture, etc., is the real 
deal and has value.  Me?  I watch the Antique 
Roadshow because I like the stories attached to the 
objects:  how the person acquired it, and what the 
history is behind it. 

Authenticity is word we usually don’t 
associate with a person.  When we came into the 
world, did we come with a certificate of authenticity?  
Not exactly.  We did get a birth certificate, but that is 
really not the same thing.  And so the question 
remains, “Are you authentically human?  Are you truly 
human?  Are you the real deal?” 

You see, God created human beings in the 
Garden of Eden, but sin entered the world.  And, so 
human beings are not what God had originally created 
them to be.  Humans beings are therefore less than 
human because of sin.  I think this is why the apostle 
Paul likes to talk about “the new creation.”  He likes to 
speak of himself as a new creation of God.  And, he 
desires God’s people to be new creations, who are 
dead to sin and alive in Christ.  In short, Paul wants to 
be authentically human.  He wants us to get back to 
our origins as pristine humans.  Yet, even better we 
are not innocent, pristine humans, but we are now 
children of God. 

The more and more I grapple with my calling 
as a pastor and what exactly I am to do, I think it 
comes down to helping people be the real deal.  I am 
not here to give purpose to your life.  I am not here to 

save you.  These are the things of God.  As a pastor, I am 
here to help guide you to live as a new creation in Christ.  
I am here to remind you that in baptism you have died to 
sin and so now you are alive in Christ.  I am here to 
remind you to be truly human. “The most important 
value in a community of spiritual formation is 
authenticity,” so says John Golv.  And I concur. 

What does that look like?  It starts and it ends 
with the love of Christ Jesus.  Paul talks about how 
everything we do should be out of love, and if we do 
anything not out of love, well then it is not worth doing.  
Paul says that if we do not have love, our actions, words, 
and behavior are like that of a noisy gong or a clanging 
symbol, meaningless and just useless sound.      

So, yes, we Christians have a certificate of 
authenticity.  It is not our birth certificate, but it is our 
baptismal certificate.  That certificate reminds us that the 
old sinful self has been drowned in the waters of baptism, 
and the new creation has emerged from the waters of 
baptism as the real deal, as a child of God, as one who is 
filled with the Spirit of Christ to love and serve God and 
neighbor. 

So, consider how you will be authentically human 
this day.  Consider how you will allow for God’s love to be 
at work in and through you, by which you will be re-
created anew each day.  

Social Ministry Committee   
  

A new Social Ministry Committee was approved at the 

September Congregational meeting. The Social Com-

mittee is serving our members/neighbors in need locally 

and globally and handled in accordance with the consti-

tution. An organizational meeting of the committee will 

be held in November and committee members are 

needed. Please see Donna Miller for more information, 

phone number - 558 -0660. Thank you. 
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Our Saviour and what continues to draw them 
to be active in the church to help us all 
consider how we might talk about our church 
home with friends and neighbors and others 
who may be looking for a church home.    
 
 
 

Looking to the Future Workshop 

 
Zion Lutheran Church of Hershey and St. John Lutheran 
Church of Hummelstown will be hosting a “Looking to 
the Future” workshop and invite members of our 
congregation to join them.  Details are as follows: 
 
Date/Time:  Saturday, November 7  9:00 AM— Noon 
 
Location:  Zion Lutheran Church of Union Deposit 
 5 West Main Street 
 Village of Union Deposit 
 Hershey, PA 
 
Topics for Discussion: 
 9:00 - 10:00—Estate Planning, Documentation  
  and Beneficiaries 
  Gary L. James, 
  James Smith Dietterick & Connelly LLP 
 10:00 - 11:00—Gift Planning for Today and the  
  Future 
  Rev. Liz Polanzke 
  ELCA Gifts Planner 
 11:00 - 12:00—Advanced Directives and  
  Palliative Care 
  Jeanne McClintock, CHLPN 
  Hospice of Central PA 
 
If you need more information please contact Zion 
Lutheran Church at (717) 566-3376 or e-mail Pastor 
Ursula Schreffler at uschreff@yahoo.com. 
 

 Dear Padre,   

Dear Donna and Arno, 
 
Please tell me about how you came to be members 
of Our Saviour?  And, what is it that draws you to 
continually be active in the church? 
 
Signed, Padre 
 
Dear Padre, 
 
We had moved to the area and were looking to join 
a church. Donna was driving on Progress Avenue 
and saw a sign in front Our Saviour Church about a 
German Fest.  Since Arno was born in Germany and 
taught German in high school for thirty-five 
years we decided to attend the Fest. 
  
We went on Saturday afternoon and the first 
person we met was Bernie Kunz who sat and talked 
to us. We both enjoyed meeting him and also met 
Pastor Lamb. We went to church the next Sunday 
and felt welcomed. Both of us had been baptized in 
the Lutheran church and Donna had been a 
Lutheran church member all of her life. Arno had 
been a Methodist church member for several years. 
Pastor Lamb had several orientation meetings with 
us and several other new members and we decided 
to join.  
  
We have remained members because of the 
pastors and other church members. We have 
become more involved members in church 
activities and found the church family to be a very 
welcoming and caring congregation. Because our 
church is small everyone gets to know each other. 
We hope to remain members at OSL Church for 
many more years. 
 
Signed, Donna and Arno 
 
Reminder:  I have been inviting members to share 
their stories about how they became members at 
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November 2015 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30 - Church School 
10:45 a.m. - Word & 
Sacrament 

2 
 
6:00 PM—
Welcome 
Committee 
 
Kathy Sheetz 

3 
 

4 5 
 
 
7:00 PM—
Communion Study 
 
Troy Schreffler 

6 7 
 
 
11:00—1:30 
Thrivent Event 
 
 

8 
10:45 a.m. - Word & 
Prayer 
Share the Word; Share 
the Harvest (following 
service) 
 
Michael Pitassi 

9 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
7:00 PM—Church 
Council 
 
 
Diane Gill 
Max Reilly 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Megan Neil 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eva Lang 

15 
8:30 a.m.- Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30—Church School 
10:45 a.m. - Word & 
Sacrament 
 
Family Promise  

16 17 
 
 
7:00 CPP 
Committee 
 
Patsy Baumann 
Otis Martin 

18 19 
 
 
 
7:00 PM—
Communion Study 
 
John Ames 

20 21 

22 
8:30 am - Word & 
Sacrament 
9:30 - Church School 
10:45 a.m. - Word & 
Sacrament 
Bernie Kunz 

23 
 
 
 

24 25 
 
7:00 PM—
Thanksgiving Eve 
Service 
 
Paige Fowler 

26 
 
Office Closed for 
Thanksgiving 
 
 
Caleb Halfond 

27 
 
Office Closed for 
Thanksgiving 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
Linda Freed 

29 
8:30 a.m.- Word & 
Prayer 
9:30—Church School 
10:45 a.m. - Word & 
Prayer 
Tiffany Crosby 

30      
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring congre-
gation dedicated to the word of Christ, wel-
comes all people to worship and grow with us 
as we share His love and salvation with our 
neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 
8:30 am & 10:45 am 

 
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month 
 
 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


