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 Newsletter of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 
420 North Progress Avenue 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
  

 HOME—it is a word that stirs all sorts of feelings within us.  For some, it is the place where 
we grew up.  For others, it is the place where we feel safe, where we can be truly ourselves.  It is 
the place where we find our sanctuary, our refuge.  For still others, home is the place where we lay 
our heads down at night.    
 In the Bible, the idea of “home” runs throughout the Word of God.  The first home for the 
first humans was Eden.  But, Adam and Eve are made to leave their home because of sin.  Later on, 
the Israelites are exiled from their home in the Holy Land, and they have to make their new home in 
Babylon.  As a child, Jesus made his home in Nazareth; and as an adult, Jesus made his home in 
Capernaum.  But Jesus also had a heavenly home that awaited him, where he would reign with God 
the Father.  And, with just these few examples from Scripture, we get a sense that in the Bible 
people are “away from home” as much as they are ever “at home.” 

For me, one of the most haunting of phrases within our red ELW hymnal comes from the 
hymn Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (#712).  The phrase is from the second stanza and reads 
as follows: “Still your children wander homeless….”  And, one way to read that phrase is literally, 
that there are many people in the world who are literally homeless, who wander the streets, and 
who have no place to reside each night.  But, I have always read (or sung) that phrase with another 
meaning in mind.  I see that phrase as also stating that all people wander homeless on this planet, 
that we are not at home here, and we will not be at home until we are at home with God. 

Now, as the summer is winding down, many people are at present “coming home”.  They 
are coming home from summer vacations.  They are beginning to get their children ready for 
school.  They are getting settled once again in their homes.  They are getting back into their 
routines, preparing for all the busy-ness the approaching autumn brings with it.  And, with that 
transition to regular home life again, we hear the call of the church, “Come home.  Come home to 
God’s house.” 

If you have been away for a while from your church home…no problem.  You are always 
welcomed here.  You always have a place in God’s house.  It is important for us to be here at Our 
Saviour, at God’s house, together.  For when you are not here, you are missed, and the fullness of 
God’s people is lessened.  For the community that is God’s family is just that much brighter when 
each and every one of God’s children comes home. 

So, come.  Come home!  We are getting the house in shape even as we speak, as we are 
preparing for our upcoming GermanFest event.  We are getting our house is shape as we begin to 
ramp up for our new Sunday School and Confirmation year.  We are getting our house in shape for 
we are making God’s house a place where many may call home and can feel they truly belong. 

We hope to see you coming home soon. The light is always on for you, for the light is Christ 
the Lord himself.  And, he is there awaiting to greet your arrival. 

 

      In Christ, Pastor Joel Petruschke   
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 Parish Staff 

 
Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
Patti Sass, administrative assistant 
David Shadel, sexton 
 
Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 
If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for August 2015 

 
August 2 — 10th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 16: 2-4, 9-15  
Psalm 78: 23-29 
Ephesians 4: 1-16 
John 6: 24-35 
 
August 9 — 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
I Kings 19: 4-8 
Psalm 34 1:8 
Ephesians 4:25—5:2 
John 6: 35, 41-51 
 
August 16 —12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 9: 1-6 
Psalm 34: 9-14 
Ephesians 5: 15-20 
John 6: 51:58 
 
August 23 —13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Joshua 24: 1-2a, 14-18 
Psalm 34: 15-22 
Ephesians 6: 10-20 
John 6: 56-69 
 
August 30 —14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 4: 1-2, 6-9 
Psalm 15 
James 1: 17-27 
Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Save the Date! 

Our annual GermanFest 
will be held on Saturday, 
September 12 from 
11:00 AM—6:00 PM.  
Please plan to join us for 
a fun day of authentic 
German food and enter-
tainment.   

Welcome Patti Sass 

We are pleased to announce that Patti Sass has joined 

our Church staff as our new Administrative Assistant.  

Patti started with us on Monday, July  20.  She is 

married to her best friend and loving husband, 

Michael, for 40+ years.  They are parents to one son 

(Cory) and grandparents to two precious grandsons 

(Jordan and Carter).  In her spare time Patti enjoys 

designing and preparing hand-made greeting cards, 

going to concerts and shows, baking, reading 

(especially Danielle Steel and medical mysteries), and 

attending activities for her grandsons. 

Please join us on Sunday, August 9 to meet and greet 

Patti. She will attend both services and we will have a 

social between services as well. Patti and her husband 

are currently members at Tree of Life Lutheran on 

Linglestown Road.   Welcome Patti! 
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About Worship 

 The Festival of Mary, the Mother of Our Lord, 
is commemorated on August 15th.  The Church  
observes other festivals in relation to Mary as well:  
the Annunciation of our Lord, when the angel tells 
Mary that she will bear a son, the Visitation of 
Elizabeth, when Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth who 
is pregnant with John the Baptist, and so on.  But, on 
August 15, we celebrate the specific feast day of 
Mary, for on this day according to tradition, Mary 
passed from this life. 
 Now, we know that the Lutheran Church and 
the Roman Catholic Church view Mary differently.  For 
instance, it is believed in the Roman Catholic Church 
that Mary did not die, but was assumed up into 
heaven (referring to the reception of Mary’s body and 
soul into heaven in anticipation of the general 
resurrection of the bodies of all the dead at the last 
day).  It is also believed that Mary was one of three 
persons born without original sin, the other two being 
Jesus and John the Baptist.  It is important that Mary 
was born without original sin; otherwise, she would 
have passed that sin along to her son, Jesus.  The 
Catholic Church also teaches one to pray to Mary, that 
is one prays to Mary as an intercessor who then prays 
to God on our behalf.  Lutherans, on the other hand, 
pray to God through Jesus Christ.  So there are some 
differences between Lutherans and Catholics in 
regards to the figure of Mary, the Mother of Our Lord. 
 Unfortunately, we Lutherans tend to 
downplay the importance of Mary in reaction to what 
we see as excessive attention to her by the Catholic 
Church.  Indeed, we overcompensate, and thus miss 
how Mary may speak very powerfully to our spiritual 
lives.  For Mary is a great example of faithfulness to 
God.  God chooses her to bear the Son of God, the 
Savior of the world, and how does Mary respond, 
“Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.”  Oh, if only we had such faith 
when God called us.  And aside from her obedience to 
the divine will, Phillip Pfatteicher in his book Festivals 
and Commemorations notes, “she represents the 
finest ideals of womanhood of her day—spiritual  

 
sensitivity, purity, careful attention to the religious  
instruction of her Son, loyalty to him even when she 
did not fully understand him, faithful to the last and 
beyond.  She has been important to Christian 
devotion through the centuries because in her, the 
God-bearer [Theotokos], is seen as a representation of 
the church itself” (pp. 325-326).  Mary embodies what 
the church is supposed to be. 

For us, as mere people, maybe it is too hard to 
model our lives on that of Jesus Christ, and so perhaps 
the likes of Mary can serve in our Lord’s stead.  I am 
not saying that we should worship Mary.  Nor am I 
saying that we should even pray to her instead of 
Jesus.  But, it might behoove us to turn to her example 
of faithful living as we continue to strive to live 
faithfully here in our pilgrimage on earth.  Mary is not 
divine.  She is not co-equal with God.  But, she was 
chosen by God.  And, she responded to that divine call 
from God.  And, in so doing, she, of all the people on 
earth, she bore the Son of God, Jesus Christ in herself.   

You and I may not bear the actual physical 
babe of Bethlehem in us, but there is nothing keeping 
us from faithfully bearing the good news of Christ in 
us.  And, in that, we are very much like Mary.  In that, 
we are being the Church, the bearer of Christ for the 
world.  And so, let us meditate on Mary’s example, 
and consider how we may be Theotokos, too!   

 
 
 

  
 
 

In Memory 

We offer our prayers and the 
comfort of the Christian faith to 
the family and friends of Patricia 
“Pat” Neidigh, who passed away 
in June.  We also offer our prayers 
to Dave and Alta Shadel as Dave’s 
brother Marlin “Bud” Shadel 
passed away in July. 
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   A Word on Stewardship 
 

I read an interesting quote the other day.  It 
was a quote about inspirational leadership and it went 
like this:  “People don’t buy what you do, they buy 
why you do it.  We follow those who lead because we 
want to.”  So, more often than not, we are inspired to 
follow. 

In short, why do we do the things we do in 
life?  Some things we have to do, like go to work.  If 
we don’t, then there will be no food on the table.  We 
have to pay our taxes.  If we don’t, then we might end 
up in jail.  We have to attend worship.  Wait, we don’t.  
We have to read our Bibles.  No, we don’t.  We have 
to pray to God.  No, we don’t.  So if there are certain 
things we don’t have to do, namely attend worship, 
read our Bibles, and pray to God, so then why do we 
do them? 

The other Sunday, I preached a sermon about 
evangelism, noting that we need to ask ourselves why 
we are members of Our Saviour Lutheran.  We need to 
be able to answer that question so that we can be 
able to share that answer with others.  That it is in this 
way that we may evangelize others.  It is the same 
thing with this why question regarding all aspects of 
our faith lives.  Why do we attend worship?  Why do 
we read our Bibles?  Why do we pray to God?  To be 
able to answer these questions is to have the means 
to evangelize others.   

In I Corinthians 4:1, Paul says that we are to 
think of ourselves in this way, as “stewards of God’s 
mysteries.”  What does that mean?  It means that we 
are caretakers of these very gifts of God:  worship, 
God’s Word, prayer, etc.  They have been entrusted to 
us, much as in the same way all of God’s creation has 
been entrusted to us.  We need to take care of God’s 
good creation, so as not to exploit the earth’s 
resources, nor pollute the environment, nor ignore 
the other living things in the world.  We have a great 
responsibility to God’s creation.  And, just as 
important, and I would dare say even more, we have 
the responsibility to take care of the gifts of the 
church. 

Why do we do the things we do?  Why do we 
attend church, read our Bibles, and pray?  Why?  

Because if we didn’t their very usefulness would become 
obsolete.  Yes, these things of God are meant to be 
utilized because they are gifts to our lives.  But, as we 
utilize these gifts, we give witness to others of their 
importance, by expounding to others the impact of 
worship, God’s Word, and prayer have on our lives.  In 
this way, these gifts continue to live on.  We take care of 
creation so that future generations can enjoy creation as 
well.  We take care of the gifts of the church by testifying 
to their importance so that future generations can 
benefit from them, too. 

Why do we do the things we do?  I ask you to ask 
yourself that question.  And, I hope you come up with 
meaningful answers that you can share with others.  And 
may you then be a faithful steward of God’s mysteries. 

GermanFest Planning 

 

The next GermanFest planning meeting will be held on 
Monday, August 17 at 7:00 pm.  All are welcome to 
attend.  We are in need of someone to chair the Beverage 
area and the Kids' Activities. Please call Diane Lehrman or 
Joy Warnick if you would be 
willing to chair either of 
these areas.  Guidelines are 
available for both of these 
areas. Flyers, Yard signs and 
sign-out sheets as well 
as  volunteer sign up sheets 
to work on GermanFest day 
will be placed in the Narthex 
soon. 
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letters of the Greek alphabet.  Jesus says 
in the book of Revelation that he is the 
alpha and the omega, the beginning and 
the end.  So these letters also are a 
symbol for Jesus. 

I hope this helps.  Thanks for the 
question. 

 
Signed,  

Padre 

 Dear Padre,   
Yes, I notice the details around me, and as I 

was taking communion the other week I noticed 
four letters on the communion wafer.  What is the 
meaning behind those letters? 

 
Signed, Attentive to Small Details 
 
 
Dear “Attentive”, 
 
Well, I commend you on your 

attentiveness.  Those letters on the communion 
wafer stand for “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the 
Jews.”  The letters INRI come from the first letters 
in the Latin translation “Iesus Nazarenus, Rex 
Iudaeorum.”  In Latin, the letter “J” is an “I”, as in 
“Iesus” and “Iudaeorum.”  The word “king” in Latin 
is “rex,” like Tyrannosaurus Rex, which means “king 
of the lizards.”  So that is where we get the INRI 
from.  It appears on the wafer to remind us that 
when Jesus was crucified that title was placed 
above him on the cross.  Communion, of course, is 
closely connected to Jesus’ crucifixion, for it is by 
his suffering and death on the cross that we are 
forgiven our sins, which we remember in 
communion. 

Just as an aside, you might see other letters 
in church.  The name “Jesus,” in Greek, is written 
ιήσούς, which is transliterated ihsous, and so the 
first three letters are IHS.  Thus, IHS stands for 
Jesus’ name.  Some believe IHS also comes from 
the Latin, “Iesus Hominus Salvator,” which means 
“Jesus, the Savior of all people.”  But, this is not 
historically accurate. 

You might also see this symbol , 
which is a fusing of two first Greek letters, the chi Χ 
and the rho Ρ,  in the Greek word “Christos”, which 
means “Christ”.  So, again this symbol stands for 
Jesus. 

And, one more…you may also have seen 
these letters side by side: Α  Ω.  They are the Greek 
letters alpha and omega, which are the first and last 

 

Congregational Meeting Scheduled 

September 20, 2015 

 

 Our next Congregational Meeting will be held 
on Sunday, September 20th between services for the 
election of council members and to vote on committee 
additions to the Constitution and Bylaws. Please 
consider joining the Church Council. If you wish to be 
nominated please speak to Pastor Joel or Diane 
Lehrman. During the meeting we will also discuss 
Pastor Joel’s request that a Social Ministry Committee 
be formed.  Donna Miller has agreed to chair this 
committee. Our community events such as the Food 
Pantry, Family Promise, Manna Children’s Christmas 
Project and other support projects as well as ELCA 
requests will be included within the Social Ministry 
Committee. Per our Constitution and Bylaws, new or 
revisions to current committees require congregational 
approval. Please attend this important meeting.  
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August 2015  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
 
 
 
 
 
Alice Lubrecht 

2 
8:30 a.m.- Word & 
Sacrament 
10 a.m. - Word & 
Sacrament 
 
 
Clare Gibson 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
Collin Hinkle 
Kenneth McCann 

4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Janelle Evans 

6 7 8 
 
Memorial Service 
for Pat Neidigh  
11;00 AM 
 
 
Justin Pitassi 

9 
8:30 a.m.- Word & 
Prayer 
10 a.m. - Word & Prayer 
 
 
 
Robin Ames 

10 11 
 
 
 
 
 
Evan DeArmitt 

12 
Council Meeting 
(7:00 PM) 
 
 
 
Leo Pitassi 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
Judy Aker 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
James Gill 
Hayden Miller 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
Jana Parson 

16 
8:30 a.m.- Word & 
Sacrament 
10 a.m. - Word & 
Sacrament 

17 
Welcome 
Committee  (6:00 
PM) 
GermanFest 
Planning (7:00 PM) 

18 19 20 21 22 
 
 
 
 
Brooke Schreffler 
Melanie Trea 

23 
8:30 a.m.- Word & 
Prayer 
10 a.m. - Word & Prayer 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
Braden Halfond 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
Darahas Sontyana 

26 27 
 
 
 
 
Connor Hinkle 
Donna Miller 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
John Schaertel 

29 
 
 
 
 
Phoebe Drake 
Rae Caldwell 

30 
8:30 a.m.- Word & 
Sacrament 
10 a.m. - Word & 
Sacrament 
 
Morgan Flournoy 
Nancy Pinko 

31 
 
 
 
Susan DeArmitt 
Sydney Gill 
Thomas Pitassi 
Tom Snyder 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring congre-
gation dedicated to the word of Christ, wel-
comes all people to worship and grow with us 
as we share His love and salvation with our 
neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 
8:30 am & 10:00 am 

 
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month 
 
 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Friday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


