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 Newsletter of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 
420 North Progress Avenue 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers and Christ, 
  

 Vacation Bible School is going to be a bit different this summer.  Instead of having VBS for 
the usual five days, as we have done in the past, we are going to have VBS on just one day, Sun-
day July 19th.  And instead of having VBS geared toward our pre-school, kindergarten, and elemen-
tary age children, we are going to do something of an intergenerational VBS.  

This year’s VBS program will take place at Good Shepherd Lutheran in Paxtang and is spon-
sored by Good Shepherd, Zion, and Our Saviour.   The theme for this year’s VBS is “God’s Powerful 
Word.”  In short, we will look at words.  We use words when we think, when we speak, when we 
read, and when we write.  Much of who we are as human beings has to do with the fact that we use 
words. 

Furthermore, in the Bible, God is all about using words.  God uses words to bring about all 
Creation.  God uses words to form his covenant with God’s people through the Ten Command-
ments, which is also called the Decalogue (“Ten Words”).  God speaks to God’s people through the 
Word of God, which is conveyed through the prophets.  And, ultimately, God comes to be among us 
through the Word Made Flesh in Jesus Christ.  It is hard to envision life as we know it without God’s 
Word. 

So come join us for a day of learning and fun.  We will gather at 12:30pm for lunch and then 
we will enjoy the afternoon together exploring God’s powerful Word in the Scriptures; learning about 
the words that comprise our names; playing “Jesus says…” (a version of “Simon says…”), so as to 
help us listen to God’s Word in the midst of life; and more.  Spread the word! 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 
Theme:  God’s Powerful Word 
 
When:  Sunday, July 19th, 12:30pm-4:30pm 
 
Where:  Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Paxtang 
  3700 Rutherford Street 
  Harrisburg, PA   17111 
 
Who:  This program is open to all ages, adults included. 
 
Why:  Because Vacation Bible School is always a blast. 
 
Please call Dixie McCauley at (717)-652-1950 to register.  Or, return the registration form in 

this newsletter to our church office.  We hope to see you and your whole family this summer at Va-
cation Bible School.  It won’t be the same without you. 

       
      In Christ, Pastor Joel 
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 Parish Staff 

 
Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
 
Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 
If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

June 7 

 Psalm 130 

 Genesis 3:8-15 

 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

 Mark 3:20-35 

June 14 

 Psalm 94:1-4, 12-15 

 Ezekiel 17:22-24 

 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 

 Mark 4:26-34 

June 21 

 Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 

 Job 38:1-11 

 2 Corinthians 6:1-13  

 Mark 4:35-41 

June 28 

 Psalm 30 

 Lamentations 3:22-33 

 2 Corinthians  8:7-15 

 Mark 5:21-43 

July 5 

 Psalm 123 

 Ezekiel 2:1-5 

 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

 Mark 6:1-13 

July 12 
 Psalm  85:8-13 

 Amos 7:7-15 

 Ephesians 1:3-14 

 Mark 6:14-29 

July 19 

 Psalm 23 

 Jeremiah 23-1-6 

 Ephesians 2:11-22 

 Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

July 26 

 Psalm 145:10-18 

 2 Kings 4:42-44 

 Ephesians 3:14-21 

 John 6:1-21 

The Lessons for June and July 2015 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTY 

 Thirty-two prayer shawls and four 
chemo caps were blessed at service 
Sunday, May 10th.    Those who donat-
ed items and/or participated in the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry over the past year 
are:  Diane Lehrman, Carol Ranck, Con-
nie Johnson, Marianne McCann, Julie 
Drake, Betty Nickol, Lea Barbush and Ju-
dy Aker.  Thank you for your participa-
tion!   

If you know of anyone who you think 
might benefit by receiving an item, 
please contact Pastor or me.    

The first Prayer Shawl Ministry meeting 
of 2015 was held on Tuesday, April 28.    
Thank you to those who attended.    The 
next meeting is Tuesday, May 26th, from 
6 to 8 p.m.   Always the fourth Tuesday 
of the month. Hope you can join us!    
Meetings are short and sweet, followed 
by knitting/crocheting and fellowship.    
We continue to create items to give 
comfort to those facing life’s challenges.    

How blessed WE are that we have such 
talented people in our congregation and 
friends who are willing to spend their 
time and talents creating these items 
that give such comfort to others.     
  

Andrea Faber, Prayer Shawl Ministry Co-
ordinator 

FAMILY PROMISE  

 Upcoming Host Week 

We will be hosting Family Promise 
from July 5 through July 12. We are 
asking for food, van drivers and peo-
ple to sleep over night. Please call 
Sara Smith at 503-0731 to volunteer 
to sleep overnight. Call Malane Digon 
at 652-1143 if you can provide an en-
tree,vegetable or dessert. Please call 
Brad Neil to volunteer to drive the 
Family Promise van. Our guests will 
arrive Sunday evening, go the day-
center during the day and then re-
turn to our Church in time for the 
evening meal. We have been blessed 
with an adequate supply of sheets 
but could use a few more twin sized 
blankets. We would really appreciate 
the use of the small lamps, which we 
had borrowed last year. The families 
will be with us until Sunday morning 
July 12. Thank you for your help in 
providing help to the homeless fami-
lies in our area.. 
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About Worship 

 For this article I want to share with you an 
exercise that may serve as a blessing in your personal 
devotions.  The exercise is called Lectio Divina, which 
is Latin for “Divine Reading.”  It is an exercise by which 
on meditates on a Scriptural passage with the inten-
sion of promoting greater communion with God and 
increased knowledge of God’s Word.  There are three 
parts to the exercise:  oratio (speech), meditatio 
(meditation), and tentatio (trial).   

In the first part of the exercise, pick a time of 
day, perhaps early in the morning before you begin 
your day.  Find a comfortable chair and a comfortable 
position.  Chose a particular text on which to focus, 
perhaps a psalm.  Pray out loud for the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, to give you insight into the Word of God 
which is in the passage for you this day.  Relax, which 
might be achieved by closing your eyes and concen-
trating on your breathing, saying “Jesus, Son of God,” 
as you inhale, and “have mercy on me” as you exhale. 

In the second part of the exercise, open your 
eyes and read the first word, phrase, or line of the 
psalm.  Repeat it several times, savoring it.  Then start 
to reflect, in phrases, what it is saying.  Say something 
every time you exhale, either repeating the phrase or 
expanding on it.  Don’t criticize the line.  If you aren’t 
getting any meaning from it, or when you have sa-
vored it long enough, move on to the next word, 
phrase, or line.  If your mind starts to wander, move 
onto the next word, phrase, or line.  If it continues to 
wander, either ask God to help or close the conversa-
tion.  When the time comes for the conversation to 
end, close the book, and give thanks to God (out loud) 
for the Word which has been given to you. 

In the third part of the exercise, throughout 
the course of the day, continue to reflect on what has 
been said to you in these few minutes.  Try it out, 
even if it means suffering and undergoing change.  If 
you have been led to pray for someone or some cause 
in particular, watch for an opportunity to put that into 
action.  This “trial” might be helped by keeping a jour-
nal.  Simply take a couple of extra minutes after giving 
thanks to write down what you talked about during 

the session.  This writing will help you remember 
throughout the day what had occurred. 

I pray this exercise is a blessing to your life.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to talk to me.   

Peace, Pastor Joel   

 
 
Congratulations to our Graduates    
Jessica Logan graduated with highest honors on 
May 16th, from Harrisburg Area Community Col-
lege with an Associate’s Degree in Early Childhood 
Elementary Education. In August, Jessica will 
begin her final two years of college at Millersville 
University. 
 
 
 
Jenna Neil graduated summa cum laude on May 
15th from Arcadia University with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Elementary Eduction and Special Educa-
tion.  
 
 
 
Dawne Veet graduated on May 10th, from the 
Pennsylvania State University with a Masters of 
Education in Training and Development.  
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GermanFest Silent Auction --  It’s that time of year to begin preparation for GermanFest.       

GermanFest will be held Saturday, September 12, 2015.  With that in mind, I am accepting donations for the 
Silent Auction as of August 1st, but no later than 2:00 p.m. September 9th.    If you can’t help in any other 
way, this is your opportunity to assist.  Below are some guidelines if you would like to make a donation.  

What do I donate?   Any new item is an acceptable donation.   In the past gift cards have been very popular.  
These can come from restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, and shopping stores.  Gift baskets are also a 
great idea.  Think of a theme (food, bath products, toys, books, kitchen /cleaning supplies, etc.), put items in 
a basket and you are done.  Just be sure to list the items in the basket so bidders know what they are getting.  
Please avoid a lot of small items, as they are difficult to display and market.  If you are uncertain of an item 
you may like to offer, just call me and we can discuss.   

Business solicitation letters can be found on the periodical table in the Narthex.   This is the table where the 
Upper Room can be found.  Take as many as you may need to solicit donations from business owners you 
may know. 

What information should be attached to my donation when I deliver it to the church?    

Your name...very, very important! 

Item name 

Suggested value…    if you don’t know the exact value please give an estimated value. This is very important 
when it comes to determining the starting bid price. 

Please donate only NEW items in their original containers.   

 

Where do I put my donation?  You can put all donations on or under the designated tables in the Trinity 
Room (aka old fellowship hall, which is the large room beyond the Pastor’s Office).  Follow the yellow arrows. 

When should I deliver my donation?   NOT before August 1st; however, please have all donations to the 
church no later than Wednesday,  September 9th, by 2:00 p.m.   I will be setting up the Silent Auction tables 
and placing bid sheets  Thursday, September 10th.   Preparation for GermanFest is all-consuming.   Your help 
in following this schedule would be greatly appreciated. 

 

How to contact me?   

 andrea.faber@comcast.net 

 (717) 576-3329  (cell).   If you get my Voice Mail, PLEASE leave a message. 

 

Thank you in advance for your help and generous donation. 

 

Andrea Faber 
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   A Word on Stewardship 
 Summer is upon us, and for me and my family, sum-
mer is about getting back into nature, especially after a long, 
hard winter, when we have had to retreat to the indoors. 
Summer is about getting back outside and into the thick of 
nature. To that end, my family and I like to go for bike riding, 
camping, and so on.. We love being in God’s good creation.  
     And, when we are in god’s good creation, I am ever so 
much reminded that we, as people, are not to be so discon-
nected from nature. Even though for the most part, we try to 
do just that. We try to set ourselves apart from nature. We 
live inside our homes, where we can control the environment, 
air conditioning in the summer, heat in the winter. We take to 
our cars and drive at great speed such that we miss the lei-
sure of gazing upon the landscape, or we fly over the world 
altogether in airplanes. We resort to spending countless 
hours on our electronic devices. Yes, we are hardly engaged 
in nature at all. But less we forget, we are part of God’s crea-
tion. It is in this world of God’s making that we have our life 
and our being. My fear is that the ever greater distancing of 
ourselves from nature can lead to our greater indifference to 
nature. 
     Our forebears of the faith were very much mindful of 
God’s Creation. In fact, they keenly observed nature because 
in Creation they believed one could understand the very wis-
dom of God. How God orders Creation around us gives us 
some understanding of the workings in God’s mind. And, is 
that not really what anyone of us wants, to know God’s mind, 
to know God’s truth? And so, what we observe within the 
order of Creation can give us some insight into truth, and 
thus can help us order our own lives? 
     To give an example, the ancients learned that when peo-
ple sin, they hide. People do not want to be found out, if they 
have done wrong. The ancients even wrote this truth into the 
Bible, such that Adam and Eve hide from God, when they 
have disobeyed God’s law such that they ate from the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil. And, so we order our lives by 
this truth, that when we feel tempted to sin, which usually 
comes upon us when we are alone...when we feel tempted to 
sin, we should seek out the company of others in public, be-
cause then sin does not have an occasion to overcome us.  
     There are other things as well to gain from observing na-
ture. Scientists can tell, for instance, when waters are pollut-
ed in nature, because the first organisms that tend to be af-
fected are the frogs that inhabit those waters.  Scientists can 
also tell when the existence of some predator is threatened, 
because its prey increase in numbers in nature.    
     The point being is that instead of having our eyes always 
fixed on the distractions in life (TV, cell phone, etc.), we 
should take some time to observe nature. Instead of retreat-
ing to our houses whenever it is too cold or too hot, maybe 
we should take a walk in the woods. (Granted I am not say-
ing we need to go for that walk when temperatures are ex-
treme and our health may be compromised.) And maybe, we 
can readily learn to be more observant by reading the Scrip-
tures from the perspective of our ancestors of the faith, ask-
ing ourselves, “Why is this story written this way? What truth 
did these people observe and want to convey to me in this 
Bible passage?” 

 
 
     God’s wisdom is to be found all around us. We just need to 
look for it. Nature is not our antagonist. It is not something we 
are to have dominion over, as much as it is meant for us to par-
ticipate in and learn from. 

 

 

V a c a t I o n B I b l e S c h o o l 

Sunday, July 19, 2015, 12:30-4:30 pm 

Name and Phone Number: _______________________ 

Adult (number): __________ 

Children (please list name and age of each): 

________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 

 

Theme:  God’s Powerful Word 

When:  Sunday, July 19th, 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

Where:  Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

3700 Rutherford Street 
Paxtang, Harrisburg, PA  17111 

Who:  This program is open to all ages, adults included. 

Why:  Because Vacation Bible 

School is always a blast! 

Please call Dixie McCauley at (717) 
469-7524 to register or fill out the 

above form and return to our church office. 

 

We hope to see you and your whole family  
this summer at Vacation Bible School.  

It won’t be the same without you. 
 



Good News Page 7 

 Dear Padre,   
(I regularly get questions from our confirmands on their 
sermon summaries, which they are required to do. Here 
is one particularly good question.) 
------------ 
Dear Padre, 

     How does God speak to us? 
 
Signed, Confirmand 
 
Dear Confirmand,  
     God speaks to us in many ways. God speaks to us 
through his Holy Word in the Bible, through prayer, 
through the preached Word in the sermon, and through 
other believers, to name just a few. I believe the prob-
lem often resides in us, however, for often we are not in 
a frame of mind to hear God. What I mean is that we 
have to allow ourselves to be open to hearing God speak 
to us. For God is probably not going to appear in the 
form of an angel and declare his message to us. And, 
God is probably not going to speak to us from a burning 
bush. But, nonetheless, God is constantly speaking to us.  
     Now, yes, there is a lot of noise in our everyday lives. 
There is the television, and the music on our phones. 
There is the chatter of the people around us. And, there 
is also the ongoing noise in our own brains. And with all 
that noise, it is difficult to distill God’s voice speaking to 
us.  
      But, the trick is for us to be able to just seek some 
quiet time when we can enter into God’s presence. We 
need to find some space in the day to process all that we 
have experienced. In that quiet time, we might need to 
revisit conversations we have had with others. In that 
quiet time, we may need to think about the sermon we 
heard on Sunday morning. In that quiet time, we need to 
think about the Bible passage we just read. In that quiet 
time, we need also to pray about everything that is go-
ing on in our life. And, in that prayer itself, we need to 
just be quiet, too, that God can say what God needs to 
say to us. We need to let God speak to our heats in 
those moments when it is just quiet.     
 
 
 
 

     You see, It is quite easy to fill each and every minute 
of our lives with noise. In fact, most of us do so, be-
cause, for whatever the reason, being still and quiet is 
very uncomfortable. But, being quiet in God’s presence 
is oh so necessary and must be practiced. For we all 
need to decompress, and we all need to 
process our life in the grace of God. In 
short, we need to let God have a chance to 
speak his Word to all our experiences in 
life. 

     This then is how God not only speaks to 
us, but how we learn to hear God speaking 
to us—through quiet time. I leave you with 
a most important Bible verse: “Be still, and know that I 
am God” (Psalm 46:10). I hope this helps, and thanks 
for the question.  

 

Signed, Padre 

THANK YOU 

OH, MY!!! Our Saviour not only has the best 
candy eggs, a superb German Fest and a 
truly loving Pastor, .but most of all, a group of car-
ing parishioners. An amazing number of cards, e-
mails, phone calls, food, flowers and prayers fol-
lowed my recent surgery. I can’t thank you all 
enough. 

                                                     Connie Johnson 

 

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

The annual Frey Village Strawberry Festival will be 

on Saturday, June 6, 2015 from 8:30am to 1:30pm.  

Please join in the fun.  Come for lunch that will in-

clude pork barbeque sandwiches, hotdogs, straw-

berry cobbler, and strawberries and cream.  There 

will be vendors, a silent auction, raffle items, and 

live entertainment.  Frey Village is located on 1020 

S. Union Street in Middletown. 
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Egg Cartons Needed 

Egg Cartons are needed by Central Dauphin H.S., to 

distribute food packages to needy families. Please 

bring your empty egg cartons (6,12, or 18) and place 

them on the Food Bank table in the narthex.   

 

Lutheran Disaster Response in Nepal 
We have seen the devastating images and stories 
coming out of Nepal following a severe earthquake.  
Many are asking how to help.  Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse is now accepting donations to  help those 
affected by this tragedy.  If you are interested in do-
nating you may make a contribution online at 
www.elca.org/disaster or by mailing a check to the 
following address: 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
P.O. Box 1809 

Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Please write "Nepal Area Earthquake" on your 
check memo line. 

 

Father, Son, Brother, Friend Breakfast 
The Welcome Committee will be hosting a breakfast 

in honor of Father’s Day on Saturday, June 13 at 9:00 

AM.  All members are welcome.  Tickets will be avail-

able in the Narthex on Sunday mornings.  Cost is 

$7.00 for adults and $3.00 for children under 12.  The 

breakfast will include a presentation from Susque-

hanna Service Dogs.  Come join us and learn how 

these amazing animals are trained and all of the 

wonderful work they are able to do for their human 

companions.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Updated Member Information 
We need to update our member information files. 
Please complete this form to provide the office with 
your current information. Return to the office, the 
church secretary’s mailbox or via email. Thank you  
 

Member/Family Name: 
__________________________________________ 
 
Address: 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
 
Preferred Phone:  
__________________________________________________ 

 
Other Phone: 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Other Family Members at same address/birthdates 
(month/day) of each member: 
1.________________________________________________ 
 
2.________________________________________________ 
 
3.________________________________________________ 
 
4.________________________________________________ 
 
5.________________________________________________ 
 
6.________________________________________________ 

 
Does a family currently serve as: 
   Usher:  yes/no__Name: ____________________ 
   Communion Helper: yes/no_Name:___________ 
   Reader:__yes/no__Name:___________________ 
   Acolyte:_yes/no___Name___________________ 
   Crucifer: _yes/no__Name___________________ 
   Choir:___yes/no__ Name___________________ 
 
Which service do you serve?  _____________ 
Would you like to serve as one of the above? yes/no 
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J  u  n  e    2  0  1  5 

SUN MON TUES WED THU FRI SAT 

If your birthday has been 
missed, we offer our  
apologies. Please let the 
Church office  know. 
(717-545-9992) 

  5 6 
 

Synod Assembly 

 7 
 

Temple Talk 
8:30 a.m.—Word & Prayer 
10 a.m. - Word & Prayer 
Synod Assembly 
 

8 
 

7 pm—Mutual 
Ministry Comm. 

9 10 
 

 
7 p.m.—Council 
 

11 
 

 
 

12 
 

 
 
 
 
Lauren Redman 

13 
 

9:30 a.m.—
Fathers Day 
Breakfast 
 
Michael 
Kashishian 
Jaxon Shertzer 

14 
8:30 a.m. - Word & Sacra-
ment 
10 a.m. - Word & Sacra-
ment 
 
Joan Simmons 
Michael Zart 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
Third Tuesday 
Cleanup 3:00pm 
 
 
 
Arno Miller 

17 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sara Schreffler 
 

18 
 

 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emerson Minnich 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Ingavo 

21 
8:30  a.m.—Word & Sac-
rament 
10 a.m.— Word & Sacra-
ment 
Margaret Ingavo 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
6 p.m.—Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 

24 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
Connie Johnson 
Miriam McIntyre 

26 
 
 
 
 

27 
 

2 to 8 p.m.— 
Private Function 
 
 

Daniel Tosheff 
Donna Zimmer-
man 

28 
 

8:30 a.m.—Word & Prayer 
10 a.m.— Word & Prayer 
p.m.—Private Function 
Robert Trea 

29 
 
 
 
 
Joshua Flournoy 

30 
 
 

    

      

1 

6 pm—Welcome 
Committee 
 

Tessa Minnich 

2 

7 p.m.—
Stewardship 
Comm. 

  3  

 

 

Jenna Neil 

 4 

 

 

Kamden Fowler   

Pastor Petruschke on vacation –For pastoral care call, Pastor Kathy Baker at 564-0385 
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J  u  l  y     2  0  1  5 

          SUN           MON         TUES         WED         THURS           FRI           SAT 

   1 

 

2 3 4 

INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 

5 

8:30  a.m.—Word & 
Sacrament 
10 a.m.— Word & 
Sacrament 
William Sheetz 

6 7 

 

 

 

Diane Lehrman 

8 

 

9 

 

 

 

Anna Weirich 

10 11 

12 
 
8:30 a.m.—Word & 
Prayer 
10 a.m. - Word & 
Prayer 

13 14 15 

 

16 17 
 
 
Marlee Zimmerman 

Marianne McCann 

18 

19 

8:30  a.m.—Word & 
Sacrament 
10 a.m.— Word & 
Sacrament 
VBS—12:30-4:30 
@ Good Shepherd 

20 21 

 

Third Tuesday 
Cleanup  3:00pm 

22 

 

23 24 

 

 

Candy Evans 

25 

26 

8:30 a.m.—Word & 
Prayer 
10 a.m. - Word & 
Prayer 

27 28 

6 P.M.—Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 

29 

 

30 31  

F  A  M  I  L  Y    P  R  O  M  I  S  E    H  O  S  T    W  E  E  K 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring congre-
gation dedicated to the word of Christ, wel-
comes all people to worship and grow with us 
as we share His love and salvation with our 
neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 
8:30 am & 10:45 am 

 
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month 
 

Church School 
9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Thursday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


