
Good News Page 1  Good News 
May 2015 

 Newsletter of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 
420 North Progress Avenue 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 

Dear Sisters and Brothers and Christ, 
  

 This month we celebrate the Day of Pentecost.  It is the day in history when the Spirit of God came 
to abide among God’s people.  It is the day when the Church was born.  And, so I thought we might pause 
and consider the Church as an institution.   

For it seems that in our day and age, the Church is becoming less and less important.  Fewer and 
fewer people appear to be members of a church.  And, even among those who are members, fewer and few-
er of them appear to be attending regularly, that is, each and every week. 

So why is the Church important?  Hopefully, we could all answer that question.  But, my guess is that 
all of our answers would be somewhat different.  Many of us might speak about what we get out of church.   
One might say, “The week isn’t the same if I miss going to church on Sunday.”  Another might say, “Sunday 
school and confirmation provides a good moral foundation for my children.”  And, still another might say, 
“Church is my community.”   

For others, we might speak of how through the Church we can give to God.  One might say, “I love 
being able to sing my praises to the Lord.”  Another might say, “I get to serve with my brothers and sisters.”  
And still another might say, “Through worship and the work of the Church, the world shines a little brighter.” 

These are some of the personal responses regarding the importance of the Church, but I would add 
something else.  And, this is how I see the Church.  It is a little leaven in a batch of dough.  A little leaven is 
kneaded into a batch of dough, and when it is, it causes the whole batch of dough to rise.  This is analogous 
to the Church in the world.  It is a little leaven in a batch of dough.              

In the ancient world, the chosen people of God were the people of Israel.  They still are the chosen 
people.  And, God had a special purpose for this chosen people.  They were to be a blessing to all the peoples 
of the earth.  And, that vision plays out in the stories of Genesis where eventually Joseph comes to reside in 
Egypt, and is elevated to second-in-command because of his foresight to store up food during a time of 
abundance.  And soon, all the people of the world are coming to Egypt to get food, because the times 
change and there is a famine.  And, this story about the Israelite Joseph is meant to demonstrate how God’s 
people serve to be a blessing to all the world. 

The apostle Paul saw the same vision for the Church.  Our role as members of the Church is to be a 
blessing for all people.  The Church gives hope in an otherwise pretty hopeless world where wars run ram-
pant, hunger and disease are common, and compassion and mercy are hollow terms.  I can’t even begin to 
imagine a world without the Church.  I guess it would look pretty much like bread without the leaven—flat, 
deflated, and empty. 

This month we celebrate Pentecost.  We celebrate the gift of the Spirit to be among God’s people.  
We celebrate this momentous act of God by being God’s Church in the world.  We celebrate Pentecost by 
constantly being a people who seek to be a blessing to the world.   

Brothers and sisters in Christ, the world does indeed needs us.  It needs the Church.  Even if the 
world is turning its back to the Church more and more, nonetheless the world needs us to be that place 
where hope is continually lifted up.  And so, if through the words and deeds of your life you are seeking to be 
a blessing, then you are being faithful to God’s call for you as a member of this wonderful thing we call 
“Church.” 

 
      In Christ, Pastor Joel 
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Parish Staff 

 
Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
David Shadel, sexton 
 
Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Deadline for submission is 
the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 
If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

The Lessons for May 2015 

 
May 3—Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8: 26-40  
Psalm 22: 25-31 
1 John 4: 7-21 
John 15: 1-8 
 
May 10—Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 10: 44-48 
Psalm 98 
1 John 5: 1-6 
John 15: 9-17 
 
May 17—Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1: 15-17, 21-26 
Psalm 1 
1 John 5: 9-13 
John 17: 6-19 
 
May 24 —Day of Pentecost 
Acts 2: 1-21 
Psalm 104 24-24, 35b 
Romans 8: 22-27 
John 15: 26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
May 31 —The Holy Trinity 
Isaiah 6: 1-8 
Psalm 29 
Romans 8: 12-17 

 

Save the Date:  Pentecost Sunday 

May 24, 2015 

Church Council requests the honor of your family’s 

presence at Church this day. Not only is it a very 

special day in our Church year but something extra 

special will be happening that will affect everyone. 

Please be there for this special moment for all 

members. 

A Word of Thanks 

I would like to thank all who sent cards and prayers 

and also visited my sister Janet Ruocco at Frey Village 

and Hospice.  I know it meant a lot to her and also to 

me.  God bless you all for caring. 

  Thank you, 

   —Linda Schreier 

 

Thank you very much to all who donated to The Four 

Diamonds Fund.  With the help of our congregation 

and other contributions, I was able to raise $1,340.  

Our swim team raised close to $5,000 this year, which 

was our best year to date.  I swam just over 3 miles in 

2 hours at the lap-a-thon and can’t thank everyone 

enough for all of the help, support and prayers for 

Matt!  I know he appreciates every single one of you! 

   — Daniel Logan 
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About Worship 

 One of the most challenging times for my chil-
dren is when they have to transition from one thing to 
another.  For example, the time in the morning be-
tween getting up, getting ready, and getting out the 
door for school is a rather hectic time of transition.  
There is also the transition between relaxation and 
activity, such that they have to put down their elec-
tronics in order to practice their instruments or do 
their homework.  Transitions can be quite difficult.  
They can be quite difficult for all of us. 
 One of the tricks my wife and I have used in 
order to help with these transitions is to inform our 
children that they have so many minutes more to 
sleep or to relax, etc., before they have to get ready 
for school, or practice their instruments, or do their 
homework.  They have so many minutes more to be 
on their time, until they have to be on our time.  It 
does seem to help with the transitions.  
 In worship, we are blessed with music to aid 
us in our time of transitions.  There is the Prelude at 
the beginning of worship, which allows us to move 
from the concerns of our everyday life to our devotion 
toward God.  And, there is the Postlude at the end of 
worship that again allows us to go from worship back 
into the world.  These two parts of worship have a 
significant role to play in our worship lives.  Not to 
mention, Margaret does a terrific job with all the mu-
sic in worship! 
 When we come to worship, we receive our 
bulletin at the door of the sanctuary and then we en-
ter the nave.  And then, we might engage in some cas-
ual conversation with our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  But, when the Prelude begins that should real-
ly be the signal for us to quiet down, find our seats, 
and begin to compose ourselves for worship.  Again, 
the Prelude is our transition time from the concerns of 
the world to our devotion toward God. 
 And again, when the benediction has been 
given and the service concludes, I know our first in-
stinct is to collect our things and head for the door.  
But, it might behoove us to have a seat that we might 
simply listen to the Postlude for a few minutes.  In this 

way, we can prepare our hearts and minds to reenter 
our everyday lives.   
 So often in life we rush from one thing to an-
other, hardly giving ourselves the privilege of just be-
ing still for a few moments before we set our sights on 
our next appointment.  Life is not something we are to 
hurry through.  No, instead we should walk with God 
throughout our lives.  
 May the times of transition be a blessing to 
your life.  And, may each of us come to see the Prel-
ude and Postlude as gifts to our worship time, as tran-
sitional times to focus our hearts and minds.   
 
 
 

Wedding Congratulations 

We offer our congratulations to Tiffany and Victor 
Landis, who celebrated their wedding on Saturday, 
April 18th.   
 

 

 

 

 

In Memory 

We offer our prayers and the comfort of the Christian 
faith to the family and friends of our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ who passed on this month. 

Janet Ruocco passed away on 
Monday, April 13 

Charls Trostle Jr. (Friend of Ken 
and Linda Freed) passed away on 
Sunday, April 19 

Elizabeth Neidich passed away on 
Sunday, April 19 

Shirley Schaertel passed away on 
Tuesday, April 21 
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   A Word on Stewardship 

 On May 3rd, at both morning services we will 
have a Temple Talk.  The Temple Talk will speak to our 
ongoing map project (“Where We Live is How We 
Give”), which the Stewardship committee has been 
diligently working on.   It has been a while since we 
have displayed the map in the narthex, but it will reap-
pear come May 3rd and subsequent weeks. 
 During the Temple Talk, we will highlight the 
map’s new appearance.  You will see that the pins are 
still on the map—yellow heads signify active mem-
bers, red heads signify shut-ins, blue heads signify visi-
tors, green signify inactive members, and black heads 
signify out of town folks.  In addition to the pins, you 
will see different colored yarn around groupings of 
pins.  This yarn is meant to highlight what the Stew-
ardship committee is calling “neighborhoods”.  We 
have designated four distinct neighborhoods with ap-
proximately a similar number of active members.   
 The Stewardship Committee recognizes that 
the “neighborhoods” are not true neighborhoods as 
we would understand them, because their boundaries 
are pretty extensive.  However, there is a method to 
our madness.   Those persons who live further out 
from our church we included in a certain neighbor-
hood because we figured that the route they would 
travel to church would take them through that partic-
ular neighborhood. 
 Now, the purpose of these neighborhoods is 
manifold.  The Stewardship committee envisions these 
neighborhoods as serving to help our shut-ins stay 
even more connected to our church community via 
regular visits from members during which time bulle-
tins or Sunday sermons or mail could be dropped off.  
Perhaps, members might even offer transportation to 
worship for those who would not be able to get to 
church otherwise.  In addition, active members in their 
neighborhood might reach out to inactive members or 
visitors that they may know we are thinking of them.  
The neighborhoods could also help provide a support 
structure to families during an illness or time of griev-
ing, such that meals could be brought to those fami-
lies.  The Stewardship committee sees a whole host of 
opportunities that would open up through these 
neighborhoods.   
 The Stewardship committee understands that 

many members already do a lot of what we are talking 
about in the above paragraph, and may in fact do so for 
members outside their given neighborhood.  We would 
discourage such ministry because it happens outside 
one’s neighborhood.  These boundaries are not to meant 
to create difficulty, but provide some structure for all of 
us to see who lives near us and who lives along our route 
to church, so as to help us see that where we live can be 
an avenue for service to others. 
 One final word for now, we hope that you will 
not only be at worship on May 3rd for the Temple Talk 
and in order to see the new and improved map.  But 
please make every effort to be at the May 31st church 
picnic.  At that picnic the Stewardship committee is plan-
ning to distribute some additional information regarding 
these neighborhoods, specifically a directory of those in 
your neighborhood including pictures, as well as a per-
sonal map of the neighborhoods for you to keep at your 
home. 

Save the Date — Church Picnic 

COME ONE, COME ALL! 
 SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2015  

(NOTE:  This is NOT Memorial Day weekend) 

We have planned the menu for the picnic!  Our church 
will provide: Hot dogs, Hamburgers, Rolls, Condiments, 
Iced Tea, Water, Plates, Napkins, Utensils, Drinking Cups. 

WHAT CAN YOU BRING? 

We need potato salad, macaroni salad, pasta salad, cole 
slaw, baked beans, mac & cheese, chips, pretzels, deviled 
eggs, pickled eggs, sliced and chopped onions, sliced to-
matoes, sliced cheese, desserts, and "other" picnic foods 
that you would like to share! 

 Food sign-up sheets are on the table below the picnic 
display in the Narthex.   The display has a big yellow place 
for you to let us know you plan to attend!  Please sign up 
to attend and sign up for what you'd like to bring!   Some 
of you have already signed up for the PICNIC - thanks so 
much!  

 Fun, games, and a surprise from the Stewardship Com-
mittee will be provided!  If you have any questions, 
please ask Phoebe Drake, Julie Drake, Judy Aker, or Carol 
Ranck. 
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Updated Member Information 
We need to update our member information files. 
Please complete this form to provide the office with 
your current information. Return to the office, the 
church secretary’s mailbox or via email. Thank you  
 

Member/Family Name: 
__________________________________________ 
 
Address: 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
 
Preferred Phone:  
__________________________________________________ 

 
Other Phone: 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Other Family Members at same address/birthdates 
(month/day) of each member: 
1.________________________________________________ 
 
2.________________________________________________ 
 
3.________________________________________________ 
 
4.________________________________________________ 
 
5.________________________________________________ 
 
6.________________________________________________ 

 
Does a family currently serve as: 
   Usher:  yes/no__Name: ____________________ 
   Communion Helper: yes/no_Name:___________ 
   Reader:__yes/no__Name:___________________ 
   Acolyte:_yes/no___Name___________________ 
   Crucifer: _yes/no__Name___________________ 
   Choir:___yes/no__ Name___________________ 
 
Which service do you serve?  _____________ 
Would you like to serve as one of the above? yes/no 

 Dear Padre,   
Why do we use the Athanasian Creed on Holy Trini-
ty Sunday? 
 
Signed, Wants-to-Know 
------------ 
Dear “Wants-to-Know”, 

 The Sunday of the Holy Trinity falls on the Sun-
day following Pentecost each year.  As I understand 
it, the reason this Sunday is chosen for celebrating 
the Holy Trinity is because now that we have all 
three persons on the table, so to speak, we can 
now speak about the Trinity.  Yes, we always have 
had God the Father.  But then, we welcomed God 
the Son, who comes to us at Christmas.  And finally, 
we welcomed God the Spirit who has come to us at 
Pentecost.  The Sunday of the Holy Trinity which 
follows Pentecost seems all but obvious as a time 
to acknowledge the Triune God.  
 The Lutheran Church recognizes three differ-
ent ecumenical creeds:  Apostles’, Nicene, and Ath-
anasian.  We use the former two creeds regularly 
throughout the church year.  But, so as not to for-
get that we do have a third creed, we make a point 
of using this creed at least once a year.  Churches 
don’t often use the Athanasian Creed more than 
that because it is quite long.   Google “Athanasian 
Creed,” or you can check out a green hymnal (pp. 
54-55)in our church library, to see for yourself.  
Churches tend to use the Athanasian Creed on the 
Sunday of the Holy Trinity, because it does lend 
itself quite well as an explanation of the Trinity, 
almost ad nauseum.  Yes, the other two creeds do 
describe the Trinity, but not so much as the Atha-
nasian. 
 This Sunday of the Holy Trinity, we will have 
three persons confess the Athanasian Creed within 
our hearing during worship, with each 
person in the role of one person of the 
Trinity.  I hope it proves informative 
and faith nurturing to you. 
 Thanks for the question. 

Signed,  

Padre 
 



Good News Page 6 

Easter Egg Wrap-Up 
Indeed the Lord put his blessing on our  Easter Egg 

project for 2015.  We made 17,172 eggs this year, a 

little less than last year.  Next year the egg project 

will begin in January, so be aware that the bunny will 

be here really early in the season.  Many, many 

thanks to Connie for her expertise and keeping the 

Easter Bunny under control.  Many thanks to our 

mixer team - Herb and Daniel Logan.  In a few weeks 

we will know the financial details, so please turn in 

all outstanding monies as soon as possible.  Thanks 

to all who helped make our delicious eggs.  They are 

truly the best.  No more hopping along for this year.    

  —Julie Drake - Chair bunny 

 

Egg Cartons Needed 

Egg Cartons are needed by Central Dauphin H.S., to 

distribute food packages to needy families. Please 

bring your empty egg cartons (6,12, or 18) and place 

them on the Food Bank table in the narthex.   

 

Lutheran Disaster Response in Nepal 
We have seen the devastating images and stories 
coming out of Nepal following a severe earthquake.  
Many are asking how to help.  Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse is now accepting donations to  help those 
affected by this tragedy.  If you are interested in do-
nating you may make a contribution online at 
www.elca.org/disaster or by mailing a check to the 
following address: 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
P.O. Box 1809 

Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Please write "Nepal Area Earthquake" on your 
check memo line. 

 

Third Tuesday Clean-Up 
Spring has finally sprung and Third Tuesday Clean Up 

will be here May 19.  Bring your work gloves, hand 

tools, and ambition and join us around 3 p.m., 

on Tuesday, May 19.    

 
 
Congratulations Jenna Neil 
Jenna has been named to the 2014-15 Philadelphia 

Inquirer Academic All-Area Women’s Swimming and 

Diving Team in recognition of her academic and ath-

letic performance.  Jenna is an early childhood/

special education major with a 3.88 cumulative GPA.  

She set Arcadia’s school record in the 100 breast-

stroke as she finished 13th at the 2015 MAC Champi-

onships with a time of 1:13.68.  She was also a mem-

ber of Arcadia’s record-setting 200 and 400 relay 

teams that finished seventh at this year’s conference 

championships.  Congratulations Jenna! 

 

Father, Son, Brother, Friend Breakfast 
The Welcome Committee will be hosting a breakfast 

in honor of Father’s Day on Saturday, June 13 at 9:00 

AM.  All members are welcome.  Tickets will be avail-

able in the Narthex on Sunday mornings.  Cost is 

$7.00 for adults and $3.00 for children under 12.  The 

breakfast will include a presentation from Susque-

hanna Service Dogs.  Come join us and learn how 

these amazing animals are trained and all of the 

wonderful work they are able to do for their human 

companions.  
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SUN MON TUES WED THU FRI SAT 

If your birthday has been missed, we offer our apologies. Please 
let the church office (717-545-9992) know. 

  1 
 
 

2 
6:00 am—
Private Event 

3  
5 Easter 
 
Temple Talk 
8:30 Word & Sacrament 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Word & Sacrament 
 
Jessica Shertzer 

4 
6:00 pm—
Welcome Com-
mittee 

5 6 
7:00 pm  Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
 
George Burgett 

7 
 
 
 
Myles Reilly 
Madelynn   
Barton 

8 
 
 
 
Mason Roach 
Lisa Neil 

9 

10 
6 Easter 
 
8:30 Word & Prayer 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Word & Prayer 
 
Mother’s Day 
Don DeArmitt 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pat DiSciorio 

12 13 
7:00  pm Council 
 
7:00 pm—Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
 
Margaret Munz 

14 
7:00—Bible 
Study 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
7 Easter 
 
8:30 Word & Sacrament 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Word & Sacrament 
 
Luke Gervasio 
George Schreffler 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
Christine 
Schreffler 

19 20 
7:00 pm—Choir 
Rehearsal 

21 
 
 
 
 
John Ames 
Terry Smith 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Gervasio 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
Sara Smith 

24 
Pentecost 
 
8:30 Word & Prayer 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Word & Prayer 
 
Good News Deadline for 
June 

25 
 
 
Memorial Day—
Office Closed 
 
Darcie Minnich 

26 
6:00 pm—
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
 
 
Al Condit 

27 
7:00 pm—Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
 

28 
7:00—Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
Barbara Sheetz 

29 30 
 
 
 
 
Katelyn Miller 
Tammy        
Morrissey 

31 
The Holy Trinity 
 
8:30 Word & Sacrament 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Word & Sacrament 
 
Church Picnic (following 
2nd service) 
Jean Lisse 

     

May 2015 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring congre-
gation dedicated to the word of Christ, wel-
comes all people to worship and grow with us 
as we share His love and salvation with our 
neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 
8:30 am & 10:45 am 

 
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month 
 

Church School 
9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
9:00 am -12:00 pm Monday through Thursday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


