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Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ, 
 
In the news these past several  weeks we have heard 
nothing but bad news, and not just bad news but real-
ly horrible news. We learned about the downing of 
Malaysian Flight MH17 by a surface to air missile, 
amidst the reports of continued fighting between the 
Ukrainian military and pro-Russian separatists. On top 
of that we are reminded almost daily of the continued 
fighting in Gaza between Israelis and Palestinians.  
And, let us not forget the violence in Iraq fueled by 
the group Isis, which has gotten so out of hand that is 
has necessitated the United States’ intervention once 
again in the region. There has also been the ongoing 
story about the outbreak of Ebola in Africa. And, most 
recently, the news has been covering the ongoing 
unrest in Ferguson, Missouri, following the death of 
teenager Michael Brown by a police officer. Do you 
remember when the news was covering the civil war 
in Syria? That was once the big story. It was simpler 
times then. (Sorry, but that is just my cynicism show-
ing for a moment.)  
 
With all this horrific news we may be wondering what 
our world is coming to? It seems like things just con-
tinue to unravel with each passing day. And all this 
can certainly ratchet up our anxiety. We even wonder 
if this is what Jesus was talking about in reference to 
the end time when he said, “You will hear of wars and 
rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed; for this 
must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, 
and there will be famines and earthquakes in various 
places: all this is but the beginning of the birth 
pangs” (Matthew 24:6-8). Could God be telling us 
something with all that is now going on in the world? 
 
 

Yes, I do think God is telling us something.  But is this 
some message from God about the imminence of the 
end time? Who knows? Only God the Father knows. 
But, still God is telling us something. God is telling us 
in no uncertain terms that sin and evil are still at work 
in the world. Hatred and revenge, death and destruc-
tion, are still very much alive in our world. Yet, in all 
this, I am puzzled by Jesus’ words, “See that you are 
not alarmed, for this must take place.” This must take 
place? Really? I don’t understand at all why this must 
take place; that is the troubling part for me. This may 
be what is summed up in “the mysterious ways of 
God.” 
 
But, let us focus on Jesus’ words, “See that you are 
not alarmed.” Jesus tells us that fear and its conse-
quence, the inability to act, should not get the better 
of us. But, neither should indifference and apathy. 
God is telling us that the world is rampant with evil, 
violence, and death, and God would have us be forces 
of God’s grace to counter what can only be called the 
forces of the devil. 
 
What can we do in the face of such insurmountable 
foes like war, disease, and civil unrest. Well, first and 
foremost we can avoid falling into the trap of feeding 
the anxiety.  Maybe, I am proceeding counter to my 
own advice by even bringing this up in the first place. 
But, again, we need to see the reality, but see the 
reality from a larger perspective. Ultimately, God is in 
control, and if we feed into the anxiety of “what is this 
world coming to?” then we are falling into the devil’s 
trap. And, that alone I think will go a long way. Let us 
not perpetuate the fear. Let us not demonize people, 

Continued on page 2 
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The Lessons for September 2014 
 
September 7— 
Clown Service 
Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12 
Isaiah 56:5-8 
1 Peter 2:4-7 
John 14:1-7 
 
September 14— 
All Things are Lawful? 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1 
1 Corinthians 9:19-27 
1 Corinthians 10:1-14 
 
September 21— 
Spiritual Gifts 
Psalm 36:5-10 
1 Corinthians 12:1-13:13 
 
September 28— 
Universal Salvation? 
Psalm 118:14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:1-28 
Romans 2:1-16 

 
Parish Staff 

 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
Janet R. Ditmer, secretary 
David Shadel, sexton 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Pastor: Joel D. Petruschke, 
Secretary: Janet R. Ditmer. Deadline for submis-
sion is the third Monday prior to publication 
month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, 
your addressed copy of Good News will be avail-
able in your church mailbox the first weekend of 
each month. 

choosing this side or that. And, even if we can’t do 
much, we can at least pray and carry the burdens of 
our brothers and sisters of the human family in our 
hearts. And, maybe, if we are so moved, we might 
contribute something to the effort of relief through 
Lutheran Disaster Response. (See the information in 
this newsletter about Gaza Humanitarian Assistance, 
page 3.) 
 
You see, the answer to the question, “What is God 
doing about all this?” is “He is empowering his people 
to respond,” whether it is empowering doctors to 
serve to treat patients with the Ebola virus, or em-
powering neighbors who in the community of Fergu-
son, Missouri, to encourage people to refrain from 
looting and violence, or whether it is empowering you 
and me to give to Lutheran Disaster Relief. God is do-
ing something. And, God has done something. He has 
given his life that we might learn what it is to resort to 
loving and compassionate action which has the power 
to defeat violence and hatred. 
    
In Christ,  

Pastor Joel Petruschke 

Dear Sisters & Brothers—continued from page 1 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, September 21, 2014 

Between worship services 
 

 Election of council members 
 Updates on several projects, including 

sanctuary HVAC & financial status 
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Lutheran Disaster Response 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
God’s work. Our Hands. 

 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”  

(Psalm 46:1) 
 
It has been a frightening month in the Middle East. More than 1,800 people have been 
killed and nearly 10,000 injured—with most of the victims reported to be civilians and 
children. 

 
Our brothers and sisters in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy 
Land have asked for our help. One way we are responding is through Augusta Victoria 
Hospital in Jerusalem, which provides medical services regardless of religious or politi-
cal affiliation. When you give now to Lutheran Disaster Response, you are helping to 
send medical teams from Augusta Victoria into Gaza to care for the increasing number 
of people injured in this conflict. We continue to monitor the situation closely and will 
walk with our brothers and sisters affected by the crisis. 
 
Your gifts, designated for Gaza Humanitarian Assistance, will be used—100 percent—
in response to this crisis. 
 
Working with the Lutheran World Federation, we are committed to assisting Augusta 
Victoria Hospital in this humanitarian response. Medical professionals are providing 
specialty care, medications and supplies to triage and treat patients in Gaza and are 
providing psychosocial support to patients who have been evacuated from Gaza. 
 
We pray for peace in the Holy Land; my God grant comfort in suffering to all who are in 
need of healing. 
 
In service to Christ, 
Rev. Daniel Rift 
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

 
WAYS TO GIVE 
 
Checks or money orders  
should be sent to: 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
39330 Treasury Center 
Chicago, IL  60694-9300 
 
Write “Gaza Humanitarian  
Assistance” on your check. 
 
Give by phone (800-638-3522)  
or online  
(https://community.elca.org/gaza). 
 

bishop younan of the evangelical lutheran church in jordan and the holy land 
visits a wounded girl from gaza. 
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About Worship 
 
On September 7, we will be having only one worship 
service at 10:00 am, as we typically do following Ger-
manFest. However, this will not be any typical wor-
ship service. On that day, we will be visited by Splash, 
who is a Christian clown. We hope you will be able not 
only to join us for worship that day, but that you will 
also bring your friends, family, and neighbors with 
you. 
 
Clown worship is unique because Christian clowns 
don’t talk. Christian clowns wear painted white faces, 
and when those faces are put on, they die to their 
former selves and are reborn as new creations of God.  
Their inner joyful spirit is set free. It is a very powerful 
baptismal image. 
 
So Christian clowns don’t talk, but instead they facili-
tate worship using mime to interpret God’s Word. 
Christian clowning incorporates a lot of humor, and 
Christian clowns like to share joy, but they never do so 
in a way where laughter puts another person down. 
Sometimes the clowns laugh at them-
selves, but never at others. 
So, keeping with the 
theme of joy, there will 
be balloons in worship, 
and music to get your 
toes tapping, and much 
hilarity. But again, all 
this is done in the con-
text of worshipping 
God. 
 
So, come and join us on 
September 7 as we wel-
come Splash. I am sure he will 
make a splash and reminds us of 
our baptism.  
 
Disclaimer: Just be careful of the first row of pews to 
be designated as the splash zone. Just kidding …  
or, am I? Ha ha. 

A Word on Stewardship 
 
There is something I never realized from a very famil-
iar reading in the Bible. The reading is from I Corinthi-
ans 13: “If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of 
angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not 
have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my posses-
sions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing” (vv. 1-3). What I 
realized is that Paul is explaining how wasteful our 
words and actions may be if those words and actions 
are not motivated by love. 
 
One way we probably understand stewardship is the 
process of not being wasteful. At a young age we 
learn this maxim. Parents teach their children not to 
waste food. Why? Because we should take what we 
can eat, and eat what we take. Otherwise, it is bad 
stewardship. It is wasteful. I remember a saying from 
grade school which we learned when using glue, “Just 
a dot, not a lot.” Again, we were being taught not to 
use an excessive amount of glue. We were being 
taught not to be wasteful. 
  
The same rules apply as adults. To be wasteful is to be 
a bad steward. But, I had never thought about this 
concept as it relates to my words and actions. Paul 
says in I Corinthians 16:14, “Let all that you do be 
done in love.” If we do things without the motivation 
of love, we are just noisy gongs or clanging cymbals.  
We are in fact wasting our time, wasting our words, 
and wasting the trust God has put in us.   
  
Some people say it this way, “Make your life extraor-
dinary, because you only have but one life.” But, Paul 
is saying something different. He is saying,  “Through 
your life, make other people’s lives extraordinary by 
being an agent of love.” And, the great thing about 
love is that it is a never-ending resource that streams 
from our hearts. It is never used up. 
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Dear Padre, 
  

What is one of your hobbies? What is something you 
like to do, when you don’t have your pastor “hat” on? 
 

Signed,  
A Fellow Christian  
 

 
 

Dear Fellow Christian, 
 

That is a good question and a really difficult question 
to answer for two reasons 1) I have lots of hobbies, 
things that I enjoy doing, and 2) I don’t ever really 
take off my pastor “hat.” The second point is not true. 
I should say I never stop being a servant of God. I do 
take respites from my call as pastor.   
 

Some of my hobbies include spending time with my 
family, working on the “Petruschke” genealogy, 
printing pictures and putting together photo albums 
of family events and trips, reading books, and working 
in the garden. So, those are several of my hobbies, 
but in thinking about this question, I noticed some-
thing. All my hobbies entail improving upon some 
aspect of my life. Spending time with my family nur-
tures and strengthens the bonds of my family. Work-
ing on the “Petruschke” genealogy and putting to-
gether photo albums are for the purpose of improving 
the understanding of who my family is and what we 
are about. Reading is more of a selfish thing, in that, I 
want to improve my mind and my knowledge of 
books. And gardening is my effort to improve the little 
piece of God’s creation where I call home. And, so my 
hobbies really come down to stewardship. I want that 
which I leave behind to be better, in a better state 
than I found it. So, if my children are better persons 
because of my influence, GREAT! If my family’s history 
is better understood because of my input, EXCELLENT!  
And if the plot of ground around my home is a little 
nicer for the people who come after me and Kathy, 
WONDERFUL!   
 

Hobbies should not be divested from our sense of 
servanthood as God’s people. Really they should only 
enhance our understanding of who we are as God’s 
creation in his world, and thus we see 
all the more our part in caring for God’s 
world in many and wondrous ways. 
 

Thanks for the question. 
 

Signed,  

Padre 

In Remembrance 
 
We offer prayers for the family and friends of Rosina 
Neumayer, who died Tuesday, July 22, 2014, at the 
age of 87. A funeral service was held Monday, July 28, 
2014, in the Neill Funeral Home (Harrisburg, PA). 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests 
 
If you’ve requested prayer for anyone, please review 
the current list and contact the church office (717-545-
9992 or ossec@comcast.net) regarding names that 
can be removed. Thank you! 
 
Katie Sowers, Mary Louise Shuler, Jaime Barr, Ken 
Freed, Wanda & Jerry Fullmer, Eleanor Buss, Ira Evans, 
Robert Maxwell (friend of Anneke Fleming), Chuck 
Yocum, The Rev. Pete Kuebler, Deborah Wolf, Mike 
Cadena, Marian Tosheff, Judy Ross, Erica Brockmann 
(friend of Janet Ruocco & Linda Schreier), Doris Sav-
age, Sally Twigg (mother of Karen Hoch), Samantha 
Ingavo, June Reinbold (mother of Jeanette Logan), 
Vernel Brown (relative of Flemings), Pat DiScorio, Ja-
net Ruocco, Karl Johnson, Stacy Leonard (friend of 
Karen Hoch), Andrea Faber, Giselle Valle, Bernie 
Coates, Esther Flores, Elizabeth Neidich, Karen Hoch & 
Trinity Mummert, David Buck, Robert Barge, Betty 
Baker, Anna Weirich, Shannon Clawson, Sylvia Zorek, 
Lisa Kessler family, Sara Schreffler, Marie Mateo 
(mother of Carol Ranck), Pat Neidich, Bob Stern-
berger, Eva Prichard, Shirley Logan, Lori Fulmer, Tom 
& Wendy Snyder, Anthony Martin (brother of Otis 
Martin), Chris McIntyre Family, & Bishop Dunlop. Pray 
for missionaries, especially Tonya Starner in Mongolia. 
Pray for our military, especially George Schreffler, III 
& Ian Bowling. 
 
 
 

Second Sunday Food Bank Donations 
 
Second Sunday Food Bank continues each month to 
assist our less fortunate friends. Donations have been 
dropping off. Please remember donations for this wor-
thy cause. 

—Nancy Pinko, coordinator 
 
 

 



Page 6 Good News 

GermanFest Silent Auction 
 
It’s that time of year! 
Time to begin preparations for GermanFest! 
 
GermanFest is Saturday, September 6, 2014. With 
that in mind, I am accepting donations for the Silent 
Auction any time after August 1, but no later than 
September 3. If you can’t help in any other way, this is 
your opportunity to assist. Below are some guidelines 
if you would like to make a donation. 
 
What do I donate?  

 Any new item is an acceptable donation.  

 In the past gift cards have been very popular. 
These can be from restaurants, grocery stores, 
gas stations, and shopping stores.  

 Gift baskets are also a great idea. Think of a 
theme (food, bath products, toys, books, kitchen/
cleaning supplies, etc.), put items in a basket and 
you are finished. Just be sure to list the items in 
the basket so bidders know what they are getting. 

 Not sure? Contact me. 
 

Solicitation letters to present to businesses can 
be found on the periodical table in the narthex. 
(This is the table where the Upper Room can be 
found.) 

 
What information should be attached to my  
donation when I deliver it to the church? 

 Your name … very, very important! 

 Item name. 

 Suggested value … If you don’t know the exact 
value, please give an estimated value. This is very 
important when it comes to determining the 
starting bid price. 

 Please donate only new items in their original 
containers. 

 
Where do I put my donation?  
You can put all donations on or under the designated 
tables in the Trinity Room (large room beyond the 
pastor’s office). 

When should I deliver my donation? 
Please have all donations to the church no later than 
2:00 pm, Wednesday, September 3. I will set up the 
tables and place bid sheets Thursday, September 4. 
Preparation for GermanFest is all-consuming. Your 
help in following this schedule is greatly appreciated. 
 
How to contact me? 
Email:  andrea.faber@comcast.net 
Home: (717) 230-9398 
Cell:  (717) 576-3329 
 
In my absence, please contact Barb Ecklund (717-805-
1496). 
 
Thank you in advance for your help and generous do-
nation. 

—Andrea Faber 

GermanFest Volunteers 
 
GermanFest is Saturday, September 6, 2014. Volun-
teers are still needed in several areas. If you have not 
signed up, please do so soon. Everyone’s help is ap-
preciated. 
 
Last year more than 670 people attended. The one 
comment heard repeatedly was how nice our mem-
bers were. Thank you so much for your dedication to 
our community-focused event. 
 
With the rising cost of food (beef prices up $2/
pound!), it was necessary to increase the food prices 
per meal and individual items. This year the volunteer 
ticket voucher can be used multiple times toward any 
meal/baked/grill/beverage item to equal a total of 
$5.00.  

—Diane Lehrman 
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Our Saviour Financial Report  

through June 2014 

Envelopes & Plate 83,650.22 

Fund Raising 18,372.00 

Fellowship Hall Usage 1,270.00 

          Total Income 103,292.22 

  

Expense 101,971.95 

  

Surplus 1,320.27 

  

Mortgage Balance 159,364.68 

  

          PNC Accounts  

 06/30/2014 

Current Fund 24,220.27 

Building Fund 3,881.62 

Memorial Fund 13,160.53 

  

          Thrivent Accounts  

 06/30/2014 

Regular Mutuals 65,203.38 

Scholarship Mutuals 71,542.12 

  

          Sovereign Account  

 06/30/2014 

Christian Education 5,690.99 

Thank You 
 
Mom is doing better and doing mild rehab at Blue 
Ridge Nursing Home. We want to thank everyone for 
the cards and visits. Our family is blessed to have your 
members keeping Mom in their prayers. 
 
Thank you, 
Mary & Gary Buss 
 

 
 
Thanks for the card and the money. I am beyond 
thankful for it. I hope to see you guys soon. 
 
From, 
Jacob [Gibson] 
 

 
 
The [Family Promise] families feel extremely welcome 
at your congregation. In particular they enjoy the 
playroom, the WiFi, and the fact that they have a lot 
of space. They also said that everyone is friendly, nice, 
and doesn’t make them feel stressed out. One person 
said, “Thank you for having us feel at home.” 
 
Krissy Marshall, Network Director 
Family Promise Harrisburg Capital Region 
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Shoeman Water Projects 
 
A very special thank you to everyone who donated 
shoes to the Shoeman Water Project. It was short 
notice, but in just two Sundays, we donated 60 
pairs of shoes to a good cause. Many thanks to U-
Haul on Jonestown Road for the donation box and 
to Nancy Pinko for lugging it to my car.  
 

Shoeman Water Projects, is a non-profit 
based in St. Louis, Missouri, and well-
known throughout the mid-west. It helps 
provide clean water to developing coun-
tries by collecting gently used shoes. The 
collected shoes will be exported to places 
like Kenya, Haiti and South America. Funds 
from the resale will help Shoeman Water 
Projects purchase well-drilling rigs and wa-
ter purification systems. 

Shoeman Water Projects has collected over 
3 million shoes since 2008. This equates to 
four well-drilling rigs, more than 250 wells 
drilled serving more than 200,000 people, 
as well as the installation of water purifica-
tion systems and repairs to well pumps that 
serve clinics, schools and villages across the 
globe. 

To learn more about Shoeman Water Pro-
jects visit at www.shoemanwater.org.  

 
My nephew, Micah (a pastor from southeastern 
Illinois), was here on vacation and mentioned the 
Shoeman Water Projects. Knowing we were travel-
ing to Illinois two weeks later, as he was having 
surgery, we decided shoes were small and could be 
packed around things in the car, so the quest be-
gan. 
 
I expected my sister’s church to collect a large 
amount since their congregation has more than 500 
members. She broke the “collect for two Sundays 

rule” and continued collecting until we left town. 
She even went to friends’/members’ homes to pick 
up shoes. In all, 193 pairs of shoes were collected. 
Our Saviour collected 60 pairs; my sister’s large 
church, plus friends, collected the other 133 pairs. 
You do the math—we did REALLY well. A big THANK 
YOU again for your support!  
 
Now imagine, all those shoes that needed to be 
packed into a large car, as well as luggage for four 
people. At one point while packing, I was literally 
stuck in the trunk of the car. We laughed so hard 
that somehow I was able to move my head and get 
unstuck. Now that is a visual for you. Then I sat in 
the backseat with another family member and 
things were packed around us. I had to push down 
on a bag to see the other person. I held my com-
puter and purse with shoes sneaking out from un-
der the front seat at my feet. There were shoes 
everywhere! We drove directly to Micah’s church, 
since we couldn’t unload the car until the shoes 
were removed. Seeing the surprised look on Mi-
cah’s face made it all worthwhile.  
 
Our Saviour made Christ Lutheran Church’s weekly 
E-news as printed below: 
 
Christ Lutheran Church, Monticello, Illinois: August 
13, 2014 E-News: We extend a special thanks to 
two of our ELCA sister congregations from the Low-
er Susquehanna Synod who have contributed 
greatly to our Shoeman Project! Christ Lutheran 
Church of York, PA (Pastor Micah’s home congrega-
tion) and Our Saviour Lutheran Church of Harris-
burg, PA (Pastor’s aunt’s congregation) rounded up 
193 pairs of shoes to send with Pastor’s family as 
they traveled to Illinois for his surgery! The Shoe-
man Project has collected 568 pairs of shoes as of 
August 13th. We have two months left on this pro-
ject. 

—Diane Lehrman 
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Six hundred fifty-one voting members, visitors, and 
official guests of our synod gathered June 6-June 7 at 
Messiah College around the theme, “Feeding the Hun-
gry.” Youth and young adults were a significant part of 
the assembly serving as voting members, pages, as-
sembly planners, worship leaders, and display person-
nel in the Connections Café. 
 

“We might be motivated [to help, to work 
towards ending hunger] by sorrow, we might 
be motivated by outrage … but as a church 
we are motivated by more. We see the occu-
piers of the “empty chair” as our brothers 
and sisters. We know them. We are connect-
ed to them.” (Rev. Dan Rift, director of the 
ELCA World Hunger Appeal, keynote speaker, 
and churchwide representative) 

 
“Justice is what love looks like in pub-
lic.” (Rev Amy Reumann, executive director 
of Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylva-
nia and assembly Bible study leader) 

 
WORSHIP AT ASSEMBLY 
Friday Morning Service of Word and Sacrament with 
Rites of Consecration and Ordination 

Presiding and preaching at the service was Bishop 
James S. Dunlop. Newly-consecrated as a deaconess 
was Sister Dorothy Kay Almoney, called to St. Peter 
Lutheran Church, Lancaster. The newly ordained pas-
tors were the Rev. Laura Lee Mottram Haupt, called to 
St. James Lutheran Church, Gettysburg; the Rev. Ursu-
la Schreffler, called to Zion Lutheran Church (Union 
Deposit), Hershey; the Rev. Nancy Wenrich Knol, 
called to St. John Barner’s) Lutheran Church, Liver-
pool; and the Rev. Ben William Siebert, called to Trini-
ty Lutheran Church, Arendtsville. 

 
Friday Evening Prayer Service of Remembrance 

Remembered at this service were rostered lead-
ers who died since last Synod Assembly. Remembered 
were the Rev. David L. Johnson, the Rev. Albert W. 
Gibson, Jr., the Rev. Susan K. Hedahl, the Rev. J. Paul 
Kennedy, the Rev. Elizabeth L. Lartz, Shirley A. Lemon, 
AiM, the Rev. William C. Karns, the Rev. Robert L. 
Baughan, Jr., the Rev. Russell L. Stewart, the Rev. John 

W. Kammerer, the Rev. Rosemarie Benedict, the Rev 
Henry R. Early, and the Rev. Mark A. Heiney. The hom-
ilist and the necrologist was the Rev. Jeffrey C. Comp-
ton. 
 
Saturday Morning Prayer 

Bishop James S. Dunlop served as presiding minis-
ter. Included in this liturgy was the installation of the 
newly-elected conference deans and secretaries. 
 
Chandler R. Carriker, AiM, served as chaplain and led 
the assembly in scripture and prayer during the plena-
ry sessions. 
 
ASSEMBLY OFFERING 
$2,945.11 was received in the assembly offering for 
two purposes: 

 ELCA World Hunger—$1,472.56 

 The Manow Lutheran Secondary School, Konde 
Diocese—$1,472.55 

 
ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 
The voting members at the Synod Assembly consid-
ered two resolutions. Visit www.lss-elca.org/assembly 
for full texts. 
 
Adopted were: 

 Resolution on ELCA Portico Health Assessment 

 Resolution on the Seventieth Anniversary of D-
Day 

The 2015 budget was adopted in the amount of 
$2,918,640.70. A detailed budget document is availa-
ble at www.lss-elca.org/events/synod-assembly/
documents/. 
 
Approved sending a one-time thank offering of 
$45,000 to the ELCA to reflect the generosity of our 
synod congregations during Fiscal Year 2013. 
 
Adopted the minimum base salaries and housing al-
lowances for 2015 for pastors serving full time accord-
ing to the year of ordination on the salary grid. 

27th Annual Assembly—Lower Susquehanna Synod 
“Feeding the Hungry” 
June 6-7, Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania 

Continued on page 11 
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Adopted the minimum salaries for deaconesses, diac-
onal ministers, and associates in ministry who serve 
full time according to the years of experience on the 
salary grid. 
 
Approved Amendments to Synod Constitution and 
Bylaws. 
 
Adopted the Synod Council Resolution on the Twenty-
fifth Anniversary Campaign of the Evangelical Luther-
an Church in America in the Lower Susquehanna Syn-
od. Visit www.lss-elca.org/events/synod-assembly/
documents/ for full text. 
 
Referred a motion to Synod Council with a request to 
Synod Council to devise a workable schedule for Syn-
od Assemblies to be held at least biennially. 
 
ELECTED TO OFFICE 
Synod Council 
The Rev. Joel S. B. Folkemer 
The Rev. J. Richard Eckert 
M. Jane Wigand 
Susan L. McDonald 
Virgil L. Gibson 
 
Gettysburg Seminary Board of Directors 
Joseph Ricci 

LUTHERAN YOUTH ORGANIZATION OFFICERS IN-
STALLED 
Jeannine Webb—president and director of mission; 
Jesse Roland (Trinity, Chambersburg)—director of 
communication; Megan Zagoric (St. Peter, Mechan-
icsburg)—director of programming 
 
LUTHERAN YOUTH ORGANIZATION  
INTERIM OFFICERS HONORED 
Rebekah Thoams (St. Matthew, Hanover)—president 
and director of programming; Matt Loch (St. Paul, 
New Cumberland)—director of communication; Dan-
iella Zimmerman (Quickel’s York)—director of com-
munication; Rosie Andrews (Zion, Hummelstown)—
director of mission 
 
LOAVES AND FISHES SERVICE PROJECT  
EXCEEDS GOAL 

On June 5, 2014, our synod undertook a massive 
food packing event to help feed the hungry in our 
local communities. Our goal was 300,000 meals … and 
the grand total was 300,324! Many thanks to the 
1,000 volunteers who used their hands to do God’s 
work, and to the many congregations and individuals 
who contributed funds to the effort. Also, thanks to 
Messiah College and Thrivent Financial for their part-
nership! Thanks be to God! 

27th Annual Assembly—continued from page 10 

Plan Ahead— 
Lutheran Camping Fall Events 
 
Capture the Flag Spectacular 
October 5, 3:00-5:30 pm 
Kirchenwald 
RSVP by September 26 
 
Book Study Retreat 
October 7-9 
Zinn-Tozer Lodge, Nawakwa 
RSVP by September 26 

Fall Foliage Days 
October 19, 1:00-6:00 pm 
Kirchenwald and Nawakwa 
Please register by October 10 
 
KirchenGolf 
October 24-26 
Kirchenwald 
Please register by October 3 
 
For detailed information and to register, go to 
www.lutherancamping.org 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
6:00 pm—
Welcome 
Committee 
 
Labor Day 
Wendy 
Snyder 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Hinkle 
Amy Hinkle 
Linda Kunz 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roberta 
Ames 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brad Neil 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicole 
Condran 
Trinity  
Mummert 

6 
11:00 am-
6:00 pm—
GermanFest 

7 
9:30 am—1st Sunday Social 
10:00 am—Clown Service  
(one service only) 
 
Lectionary 23 / Pentecost 13 
Cameron Capp 
Connor Ecklund  

8 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicholas  
Martin 

9 10 
7:00 pm—
Council 
 
 
 
 
Maria Kunz 

11 
7:00 pm—
Music &  
Worship 

12 13 
8:00 am-2:00 
pm—
Community 
Day at Good 
Shepherd 

14 
2nd Sunday Food Offering 
 
8:30 am—Word & Sacrament 
9:30 am—Church School 
10:45 am—Word & Sacrament 
6:30-8:00 pm—Lower Paxton Aquatic 
Club (fellowship hall) 
 
Holy Cross Day 
Tara Beachtel 

15 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Irene Nanov 

17 
7:00 pm—
Stewardship 

18 
7:00 pm—
Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eleanor Buss 

19 20 

21 
Deadline for October Newsletter 
 
8:30 am—Word & Sacrament 
Between—Congregational Meeting 
10:45 am—Word & Sacrament 
 
 
 
 
Lectionary 25 / Pentecost 15 

22 
 
 
 
 
Matthew, 
Apostle & 
Evangelist 
(transferred) 
Lori 
Kashishian 

23 
6:00 pm—
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
(narthex) 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth 
Hammell 

24 25 
7:00 pm—
Bible Study 
 
Betty Nickle 
Mary Louise 
Shuler 
Gretchen 
Witmer 
Hannah  
Zimmerman 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alta Shadel 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie Drake 
Kameron 
Rohacek 

28 
8:30 am—Word & Prayer 
9:30 am—Church School 
10:45 am—Word & Prayer 
 
Lectionary 26 / Pentecost 16 
Miguel Cadena 
Kristina Rohacek-Danner 

29 
 
 
 
 
Michael & 
All Angels 
Kevin Gibson 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 
DeArmitt 

Lesser festivals are listed in small capital letters. 
Birthdays are listed in bold. 
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Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring con-
gregation dedicated to the word of Christ, 
welcomes all people to worship and grow 
with us as we share His love and salvation 
with our neighbors, our children and our-
selves. 

Church Office 
2:00-5:00 pm Monday through Thursday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

 

Worship 
10:00 am—September 7 
8:30 am & 10:45 am— 

beginning September 14 
 

Holy Eucharist is celebrated  
the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month 

 

Church School 
9:30 am—resumes September 14 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


