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Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ, 
 
This month our congregation is hosting a week of Family Promise. Due to unforeseen circumstances, one 
of the partner churches needed to step out of the Family Promise program. As a result, we were asked if 
we could fill in on short notice. Our congregation council discussed it and voted in favor of hosting the 
week of June 22 through 28. 
  
If we are unfamiliar with the program, Family Promise provides assistance to homeless families, so that 
they can get back on their feet. Host churches provide overnight lodging for families, as well as meals. 
Each morning, the families are transported to the Day Center located in Lemoyne. From there, the chil-
dren are bused to school, while their parents work with a social worker to find employment as well as 
housing. At the end of the day, the families return to the host church for dinner and down time before 
bed. And, then the routine starts all over again the next day.   
  
Family Promise is an important program. It is a program that serves a definite need in the area, so that 
families can stay together during a critical time in their lives. It is a program that does indeed make a 
difference in people’s lives, especially the children, such that they can have as much stability as possible 
in what could otherwise prove to be a very uncertain time. 
  
During the week that we are hosting, we will need the help of many of our members. We will need per-
sons willing to stay overnight. At least two people are needed each night. We will need persons willing 
to prepare dinners for as many as thirteen people. The program can accommodate no more than thir-
teen people at any time, because of the limited seating on the van that transports the families back and 
forth from the Day Center. And so, this leads us to our other need. We will need persons willing to drive 
the van. I hope you will consider helping provide for these families. 

 
The contact persons are as follows: 

If you are willing to stay overnight, please contact Sara Smith (717-503-0731)      
If you are willing to provide a meal, please contact Malane Digon (717-652-1143) 
If you are willing to drive the van, please contact Brad Neil (717-558-0006) 
 

There will also be an information session conducted on Sunday, June 8, at 9:30 am, at church. 
 
I realize that this endeavor may sound daunting at first, but remember it is but for a week. And, remem-
ber, too, that many hands make light work. If we all are willing to help in even a small way (staying one 
night, preparing one meal, driving one day), well then no one person has to feel too overwhelmed. And 
with that said, if many persons are willing to step up to help, we will make the work of the coordinators/
contact persons that much easier. So, please call our contact persons and volunteer what you can of 
your time and ability. It will be much appreciated. 
 

Continued on page 2 
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And, who knows, perhaps if from this experience 
we catch the contagious spirit like the other 
churches in Family Promise, such that we want to 
host the program on a quarterly basis. I do be-
lieve that service of this kind becomes as much a 
blessing to us as it is to those whom we serve. 
What a gift it is to open our church home to oth-
ers! What a joy it is to invite persons into our 
lives! It is what we are supposed to do. Yes, let us 
open our hearts to this opportunity that we might 
see how God is blessing our congregation and us 
as individuals. I thank you for your service in ad-
vance. 
      
In Christ,  

Pastor Joel Petruschke 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lessons for June 2014 
 
June 1—7th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1:6-14 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
John 17:1-11 
 
June 8—Day of Pentecost 
Psalm 4 
Acts 3:1-20; 4:1-21 
 
June 15—The Holy Trinity 
Psalm 8 
Acts 5:12-42 
 
June 22—Pentecost 2 
Psalm 17:1-9, 15 
Acts 6:8-7:1; 7:51-8:8; 8:26-40 
 
June 29—Peter & Paul, Apostles 
Acts 12:1-11 
Psalm 87:1-3, 5-7 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 
John 21:15-19 

 

Dear Sisters & Brothers—continued from page 1 

Parish Staff 
 
Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Janet R. Ditmer, secretary 
David Shadel, sexton 
 
Good News is a monthly publication of The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg, 
Pennslvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net, Pastor: Joel D. Petru-
schke, Secretary: Janet R. Ditmer. Deadline 
for submission is the third Monday prior to 
publication month. 
 
If you do not have email or internet access, 
your addressed copy of Good News will be 
available in your church mailbox the first 
weekend of each month. 

Unless the eye catch fire, 
The God will not be seen. 
Unless the ear catch fire, 
The God will not be heard. 
Unless the tongue catch fire, 
The God will not be named. 
Unless the heart catch fire, 
The God will not be loved. 
Unless the mind catch fire, 
The God will not be known. 

 
—Poet William Blake (1757-1827), who’s been 

described as a passionate, Pentecost kind of 
person, wrote this poem about the Spirit’s  
power 
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About Worship 

Throughout our Bible Study series this year, 
we have been learning about other faiths. 
We have examined our Lutheran faith, first 
and foremost. And, then we have explored 
the faiths of Islam, Judaism, the Orthodox 
Church, Buddhism, and Quakers. We have 
found that we share things in common with 
the people of various faiths. We also found 
that there are practices in other faiths that 
could prove to be helpful in our worship of 
God. 
  
For instance, in the Orthodox faith, icons are 
an important part of worship. Icons are 
different from idols. Idols are worshipped as 
gods. Icons, however, point beyond them-
selves, and are used as a sort of springboard 
to reverence saints, Jesus, and the holy 
Mother. And so there are all sorts of images 
and symbols in worship that cause the spirit 
of an Orthodox believer to soar upward to-
ward the divine. As Lutherans, we don’t tend 
to engage icons as part of our worship, but 
maybe we should. 
  
Another example of a practice from another 
faith that may be of use to us is that of si-
lence as seen in Quaker worship. Worship 
begins when the first worshipper sits down in 
silence. Subsequent worshippers gather in 
silence, and the service continues this way, 
until individuals are moved to speak. Quakers 
don’t have a problem with silence in worship. 
Again, Lutherans don’t tend to be real com-
fortable with extended periods of silence, 
but maybe we should. Maybe, we should at 
the very least gather in complete silence and 
reverence each week. It is just a thought. 
  
In Buddhism, we learned that there is no god 
actually worshipped. Instead the follower of 

Buddhism meditates and seeks to find the 
way of peace. Peace is found in the absence 
of desire, for it is desire that causes pain. In 
our Bible Study, we noted how that might be 
similar to Luther’s teaching about the Ten 
Commandments. Luther said that all the 
commandments are summed up in the first: 
You shall have no other gods. Furthermore, 
Luther said, the other commandments are 
ways in which we make other things into 
gods (they reveal our human desires): Pow-
er—thou shall not kill, Lust—thou shall not 
commit adultery, and so on. So, learning 
from Buddhism, if we could focus solely on 
God and meditate on God’s greatness alone, 
it would go a long way toward our inner 
peace. 
  
In short, what we have been seeing is that 
even though there are many different faiths 
out there, there are aspects of each that we 
might adopt and in so doing we may 
strengthen our own worship life. It is almost 
like going antiquing, and accumulating treas-
ures from the various dealers we come 
across. We accumulate these antiques, and 
then we use them to adorn our homes. In 
the same way, we borrow and collect from 
these various faiths, from these spiritual 
dealers, that we might adorn our spiritual 
home, the Temple of the Lord, that is, our 
faith lives.   
  
After all, brothers and sisters, there is no-
where in the Bible where it says we can’t be 
eclectic. Indeed, I always find that those 
homes that have a variety of keepsakes of no 
rhyme or reason more interesting than those 
homes that have one consistent theme.   
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There was an interesting story in the news some 
time back about people who invest in other peo-
ple. Now this is different from investing in a com-
pany owned by a certain person. No, this in-
vesting in a person was literally that. An investor 
could give money to another individual, say a 
student. The money would then be used say to 
pay that individual’s tuition for school, with the 
understanding that when that individual graduat-
ed and became employed a certain percentage of 
that person’s income would be returned to the 
investor. It is a novel idea, this selling of shares on 
an individual’s future income. It is a risk, of 
course, because who knows for sure what that 
individual’s income will be. 
  
In some way, we already do this with regards to 
our children. We invest in our children, as parents 
and grandparents. We give of our blood, sweat, 
and tears, to raise them up, such that our children 
will become “successful” adults. I use the term 
“successful” loosely, because success means 
different things to different people. “Successful 
children” means to me that children grow up to 
be well-adjusted, morally grounded, and produc-
tive citizens. As parents and grandparents, I am 
not sure what return we ourselves are looking to 
receive on our investments. It is enough, hopeful-
ly, to know that our children are simply happy. 
  
This new-fangled idea of investing got me think-
ing about the church, and what we hope to re-
ceive from our investment in the church. For in-
stance, I received a flyer in mail the other day 
that said, “Come to Church…It’s good for you,” 
and then it proceeded to say, “The Benefits of 
active participation in church include: 1) boosts 
the immune system, 2) decreases blood pressure, 
3) adds two to three years to your life, 4) provides 
supportive friends.” And this flyer as well said, 
“Kids who are active in church … 1) get better 
grades, 2) have lower use of alcohol, tobacco, and 
drugs, 3) have lower risk of suicide, and 4) have 

A Word on Stewardship 

happier lives.” Do we really invest our time and 
energy, our money and resources into a church 
community because of the anticipated return we 
will receive? 
 
And, what if that investment does not pan out? 
What if circumstances are such that our life does 
not turn out to be idyllic? What if things still 
crumble around us? Do we then decide to with-
draw our investment? Do we decide that if God is 
not holding up his end of the bargain, we are go-
ing to disengage from the church? That is after all 
how we approach bad investments, is it not? If 
the company is not performing, we get our mon-
ey out and invest elsewhere. 
   
But we know that living a Christian life is not al-
ways idyllic. Living life in general is not idyllic. The 
changes and chances of life affect us all. No one 
lives an idyllic life. But our investment in the life 
of the church is for the sake of offering hope in 
the midst of a harsh reality, such that the world 
sees that the grace of God still rules the day. And, 
our personal investment reveals to our own 
selves that the grace of God still rules our hearts, 
that hope fills our souls. After all, what did God 
gain for God’s self when God invested in the 
whole world by giving us his Son? Nothing, for 
what have we that we could possibly give to God? 
God gains nothing from his investment, except 
that God’s grace is recognized as preeminent.   
  
So, to invest in another human being or to invest 
in a company always leads to some disillusion-
ment, because it is so much about what we can 
get out of it. But, to invest in God and in the 
church of Jesus Christ, this can lead only to the 
blessing of knowing that God’s grace abounds 
and that God’s stock is rising, because it is about 
God, and it is God’s grace after all that has moved 
our hearts to invest for sake of the work of God 
and his Church.  
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Dear Padre, 
What advice would you give concerning relationships? 
For example, how do we change a bad situation in a 
relationship/family? How should we deal with con-
flict?  
 
Signed, Need Some Help  
 
Dear “Need Some Help,” 
 
Well, the first thing to note is that we can’t change 
another person, if that other person does not want to 
change, no matter how hard we try. However, we can 
change ourselves, which may change the relational/
familial system overall. I would also encourage using 
strong “I” statements. “I” statements explain exactly 
what we feel and what we want. Avoid using “you” 
statements. For instance, it is more productive to say, 
“I feel overwhelmed by the housework. I need some 
help,” as opposed to saying, “You just sit there and 
don’t do anything, while I am left here doing all the 
housework.” The second statement labels the person 
as “lazy” and actually reinforces their behavior.   
 
It is also important to see that in a relationship/family 
we are responsible for our own actions. No one makes 
us behave in a bad way. And, no one makes us feel 
what we feel. We are responsible for our own actions 
and feelings. And, that is why it is important to have a 
strong self-identity to be able to detach ourselves 
from what the other might want to impose upon us. 
For example, be weary of someone who says, “You 
made me behave badly,” or, “You make me feel 
guilty.”   
 
I would recommend counseling. Counseling with a 
professional can be helpful, because it is an objective 
person, who can reflect back to us what they are 
hearing. A professional counselor is also someone 
who will hold the matter in confidence. So often what 
happens in our conflicts with others is that we seek to 
get people on our side. We try to triangle other peo-
ple, friends and family members, into the situation, 
such that the situation spirals out of control. A coun-
selor simply helps two people or family hear one an-
other better and guides them to resolution. 
 
Thanks for the question. 
 
Signed,  

Padre 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
The first Prayer Shawl Ministry 
meeting of 2014 was held Tues-
day, April 22. Thank you to 
those who attended. The next 
meeting is Tuesday, June 24, 
from 6:00-8:00 pm (always the 
fourth Tuesday of the month). 
We hope you can join us! 
Meetings are short and sweet, 
followed by knitting/crocheting 
and fellowship. 
 
We continue to create items to 
give comfort to those facing 
life’s challenges. If you know of 
anyone who might benefit by 
receiving an item, please con-
tact Pastor Joel or Andrea Fa-
ber. 
 
Following is from one person who received an item: 
 

I was a patient at Harrisburg Hospital where I 
was blessed with a successful kidney/
pancreas transplant. During my recovery I 
had a fever with chills for a while and a vis-
iting Eucharistic Minister was kind enough to 
bring me one of your hand knitted prayer 
shawls. At first I thought it must seem a bit 
silly to see a 52-year-old man sitting with a 
shawl over his shoulders, but I quickly appre-
ciated the comfort that it brought, not only 
to my chilled body, but also to my soul that 
someone would care enough to make such a 
thoughtful gift. Thank You So Much! God 
must be very happy with your acts of kind-
ness and mercy. Please know how grateful I 
am and rest assured that I will keep you in 
my prayers. 

—B. Lenz 
York, Pennsylvania 

 
How blessed we are that we have such talented peo-
ple in our congregation who are willing to spend their 
time and talents creating these items that give such 
comfort to others. 

—Andrea Faber 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Coordinator 
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COME, ONE! COME, ALL!  

Our Saviour’s Annual Summer CIRCUS Picnic!!!  

Sunday, June 22, 2014  

following the second worship service at 10:00 am  
 

 

Plan to “clown around” and have fun with your family and friends. We will have 

games to play for all! We will have “surprises” to entertain you! Hamburgers, hot 

dogs, condiments, and “circus” foods will be provided.  

 

 

Signup sheets are located in the narthex for attendance and contributions of cold 

or hot foods or desserts. We are in need of “easy up” canopies to be used for the 

day. If you can loan us yours, please indicate that on the signup sheet. Please be 
sure to signup by Sunday, June 15. 
 
 
If you have favorite CIRCUS animals (stuffed, of course ) please bring them 

along for the CIRCUS PARADE OF ANIMALS! 

 

 

Any questions can be directed to the Circus Picnic Planning Team: Judy Aker, Julie 

Drake, Phoebe Drake, or Carol Ranck.  
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Inbetweeners’ June Outing 
Saturday, June 14, 2014, 4:00 pm 
 
The Inbetweeners’ June Outing includes the  
4:00 pm Harrisburg Stampede Football Game at 
Giant Center (Hershey), followed by dinner at The 
Warwick  (Hummelstown). If you would like to 
attend (and are over the age of 21), please indi-
cate on the signup sheet in the narthex. This 
event is being coordinated by Nadine & Otis Mar-
tin (717-540-1298). 
 
 

Third Tuesday Cleanup Report for 
May 19, 2014 
 
On Monday, May 19, the flowerbeds had fallen 
autumn leaves removed, weeds pulled, spring 
bulb foliage removed, and were edged. Dead 
branches were removed from a maple tree. De-
bris was blown from the sidewalks. Three small 
bushes were lost to the wild winter weather. 
 
There’s a new addition this spring! A new flower-
bed was rototilled under the “Touchdown Jesus.” 
It is proposed to use this bed as a Memorial Gar-
den, where members may plant perennials in 
memory of those who have passed. 
 
Participating were Daniel Kreischer, Katherine 
Kreischer, Bernhard Kunz, Pastor Joel, and Nancy 
Pinko. The next Third Tuesday Cleanup will be 
Tuesday, June 17, weather permitting. 
 
 

From Lutheran Camping Corporation of  
Central Pennsylvania 
 
15th Annual Lutheran Camping Corporation of 
Central Pennsylvania Golfing Fore Camperships 
Golf Tournament, Saturday, July 19, at Range 
End Golf Course (Dillsburg). 
 
1:30 pm Shotgun Start 
$90 per golfer, $360 per foursome 
$40 non-golfer, silent auction & dinner only 
 
Proceeds benefit the Campership Fund. Down-
load a registration form or register online at Lu-
theranCamping.org 

Thank you 
 
Our Saviour sends a big THAK YOU to the anony-
mous donors who purchased the courtyard win-
dow in the narthex. 
 

—Nancy Pinko, Wish List Coordinator 
 
 

Council Update 
 
At the May meeting Council approved Toby 
Drake’s plan to build an outside garbage can stor-
age area at the pavilion end of the fellowship hall. 
It will be constructed prior to the church picnic 
and will house the garbage cans currently stored 
in the fellowship hall closet. We thank Toby and 
Julie for their time and generous donation of the 
building materials. 
 
We have had several successful hall rentals. Eve-
ryone commented about the large size of the fel-
lowship hall and they loved the kitchen. 
 
Please remember to support the Bishop’s Loaves 
& Fishes Project and help us meet the $325 goal. 
 
Susquehanna Township Lions Club is sponsoring 
park benches that will be placed at each CAT bus 
stop. Our bench will be at the corner of Progress 
Avenue and Trinity Road. A big thank you to the 
Lions Club. 
 
GermanFest will be held on Saturday, September 
6, 2014. We will hold our first meeting for volun-
teers soon. Please watch the bulletin for the date 
of the meeting. Nancy Pinko spoke to Chuck 
Rhodes on our behalf. There is a possibility that 
he will visit us the day of GermanFest and tape his 
show “Out and About” here.  
 
We are in need of a one-door, kitchen-style re-
frigerator (15 cubic feet or larger) to be used the 
week of GermanFest. If you have one we could 
borrow for that week, please contact Diane Lehr-
man (717-545-4899). Thank you! 
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Prayer Requests 
 
If you’ve requested prayer for anyone, please 
review the current list and contact the church 
office (717-545-9992 or ossec@comcast.net) 
regarding names that can be removed. Thank 
you! 
 
 
Wanda & Jerry Fullmer, Connie Pelton (friend 
of Candy Evans), Jim Griffith, David Wolf, El-
eanor Buss, Ira Evans, Robert Maxwell (friend 
of Anneke Fleming), Chuck Yocum, The Rev. 
Pete Kuebler, Deborah Wolf, Mike Cadena, 
Marian Tosheff, Judy Ross, Erica Brockmann 
(friend of Janet Ruocco & Linda Schreier), 
Doris Savage, Sally Twigg (mother of Karen 
Hoch), Samantha Ingavo, Mike Cadena, Rose-
mary McCarthy, June Reinbold (mother of 
Jeanette Logan), Vernel Brown (relative of 
Flemings), Pat DiScorio, Janet Ruocco, Karl 
Johnson, Stacy Leonard (friend of Karen 
Hoch), Andrea Faber, Giselle Valle, Bernie 
Coates, Esther Flores, Elizabeth Neidich, Ka-
ren Hoch & Trinity Mummert, David Buck, 
Robert Barge, Betty Baker, Anna Weirich, 
Shannon Clawson, Sylvia Zorek, Lisa Kessler 
family, Sara Schreffler, Marie Mateo (mother 
of Carol Ranck), Pat Neidich, Bob Stern-
berger, Eva Prichard, Shirley Logan, Lori Ful-
mer, Tom & Wendy Snyder, Anthony Martin 
(brother of Otis Martin), Chris McIntyre Fam-
ily, & Bishop Dunlop. Pray for missionaries, 
especially Tonya Starner in Mongolia. Pray 
for our military, especially George Schreffler, 
III, & Christopher Willenbecher. 

 
 
Let us never forget to pray. God lives. He is 
near. He is real. He is not only aware of us 
but cares for us. He is our Father. He is acces-
sible to all who will seek Him. 

—Gordon B. Hinckley 

Celebrating 1st Communion 
 
Andrew Ames and John Ames celebrated 1st 
Communion Sunday, June 1, 2014. 
 
 
Scholarship Recognition 
 
Jacob Gibson and Kameron Rohacek received 
scholarships from Our Saviour on Sunday, 
June 1, 2014. 
 

Kevin Gibson plans to increase his 
hours at Auntie Anne’s. This fall he 
starts core classes at HACC part time, 
while continuing to work. His course 
of study is medical laboratory techni-
cian. He also has the option of using 
his warehouse logistic certifications 
acquired through a school program if 
he decides to take a different career 
path. 
 
Kameron Rohacek will graduate from 
Susquehanna Township High School 
on June 12, 2014. He is seeking part 
time employment, while he continues 
to play Legion Baseball this simmer. 
He is currently looking into higher 
education opportunities and hopes to 
attend either Harrisburg Area Com-
munity College or Central Penn Col-
lege. 

 
 
You have brains in your head.  

You have feet in your shoes.  

You can steer yourself any direction you choose. 

You’re on your own.  

And you know what you know.  

And YOU are the one who'll decide where to go.  

 
—Dr. Seuss, Oh, The Places You'll Go!  
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June 2014 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
8:30 am—Word & Sacrament 
9:30 am—1st Sunday Social 
10:45 am—Word & Sacrament 
 
7 Easter 
Tessa Minnich 

2 3 
6:00 pm—
Welcome 
Committee 
 
 
Jenna Neil 

4 
 
 
 
 
Kamden 
Fowler 

5 6 7 
 
 
 
 
Vigil of  
Pentecost 

8 
Second Sunday Food Offering 
 
8:30 am—Word & Prayer 
10:45 am—Word & Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day of Pentecost 

9 10 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barnabas, 
Apostle 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lauren  
Redman 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael 
Kashishian 
Jaxon 
Shertzer 

14 
4:00 pm— 
Inbetween-
ers Outing / 
Harrisburg 
Stampede 
(Giant  
Center) 
 
Joan  
Simmons 
Michael 
Zart 

15 
Deadline for July-August Newsletter 
Articles 
 
8:30 am—Word & Sacrament 
10:00 am—Word & Sacrament 
 
The Holy Trinity 
Father’s Day 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arno Miller 

17 
4:00 pm—
3rd Tuesday 
Cleanup 
 
 
 
Sara 
Schreffler 

18 
7:00 pm—
Council 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emerson 
Minnich 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter  
Ingavo 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Margaret 
Ingavo 

22 
8:30 am—Word & Prayer 
10:00 am—Word & Prayer 
Following—CIRCUS Picnic 
 
Family Promise 
 
Lectionary 12 / Pentecost 2 

23 24 
6:00 pm—
Prayer 
Shawl  
Ministry 
 
John the 
Baptist 

25 
 
 
Connie 
Johnson 
 
Miriam 
McIntyre 

26 27 
 
 
Daniel 
Tosheff 
 
Donna  
Zimmerman 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Robert Trea 

29 
8:30 am—Word & Prayer 
10:00 am—Word & Prayer 
 
Peter & Paul, Apostles 
Joshua Flournoy 

30 Lesser festivals are listed in small capital letters 
Birthdays are listed in bold 

June 6-7 
Lower Susquehanna  
Synod Assembly 
(Messiah College) 
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Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring congrega-
tion dedicated to the word of Christ, welcomes all 
people to worship and grow with us as we share 
His love and salvation with our neighbors, our 
children and ourselves. 

Church Office 
2:00-5:00 pm Monday through Thursday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

 

Worship 
8:30 am & 10:45 am (June 1 & 8) 

2nd service changes to  
its summer time, 10:00 am, June 15 

 
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month 
 

Church School 
is in recess for the summer 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


