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Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ, 
 
Come Christmas morning, before Kathy is barely 
awake, and before the kids come bounding into the 
bedroom ready to open their gifts, I like to turn on 
the television and listen to the Yule Log program. Yes, 
we know this program, right? The program consists 
of nothing more than a scene of a fire burning in a 
fireplace, while in the background, Christmas music is 
playing. I don’t know what it is, but there is some-
thing so peaceful about it. I can lie in bed under the 
warm covers, and watch the fire, and there is nothing 
in the world making a demand on my time. It is abso-
lute peace. 
  
When my kids were younger, I had them believing 
that if you held your hands up close to the television 
screen, one could feel the warmth of the fire. This 
deception worked, because the TV screen does get a 
little warm when it has been on for a while. They are 
older now, and not so easily deceived. 
 
I also tried to make them believe that the coals were 
singing the Christmas carols, because the coals ap-
peared to flicker in time with the singing. My kids 
didn’t buy it. 
  
As I think more about it 
now, the Yule Log program 
conveys a lot more than we 
might initially believe. In 
some way, the Yule Log pro-
gram is a wonderful analogy 
for Christian community. 
“How so?” you might ask. 
Well, consider the correla-

Continued on page 2 

tion between the coals in the fire and the members 
of a church. The coals of a fire help keep each other 
hot. If a coal falls out from among the others, it soon 
loses its red glow and becomes cool. The coals need 
each other.  
  
In the same way as the coals need each other to 
keep their heat, we, as members of the church, need 
each other. We help each other maintain our passion 
for the gospel. We come together to worship, we 
gather for fellowship, and side by side we serve our 
neighbor. And, when a member of the church gets 
out of the habit of coming to church, we need to 
reach out to them and bring them back into the fold. 
 
Christmas is a wonderful time, when families get to-
gether. And, Christmas is a time when the church 
family gets together. On Christmas Eve, we see peo-
ple in church that we don’t necessarily see through-
out the year.  It is as if certain coals have made their 
way back to the others. And, that is a good thing. 
And, we sing Christmas carols together, commune 
with one another, hear the good news, and we fan 
the flame of the gospel. On that special evening, our 

passion for the gospel is 
strengthened. 
 
My Christmas wish for our 
church is that the coals (i.e. 
members) that make up the 
yule log fire that is the 
church would continue to 
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Dear Sisters & Brothers—continued from front page 

Christmas may be a day of feasting  
or of prayer,  

 

but always it will be a day  
of remembrance— 

 

a day in which we think of everything  
we have ever loved. 

 

—Augusta E. Rundell 

abide closely with one another that the gospel might 
burn bright within all of us. May we continue to 
reach out to those who we have not seen for a while. 
May we continue to celebrate the “get-togetherness” 
of Christmas each and every week of the year. 
 
May you have a very merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year, and may you enjoy a little peace on Christ-
mas morning. And, if you turn on the Yule Log pro-
gram, please know that you are not alone in watch-
ing that blessed program. 
 
In Christ,     

Pastor Joel Petruschke  
    
 

The Lessons for December 2014 
 
December 7 
The Miracle of Faith (Mary believed) 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-14 
Colossians 1:15-23, 2:6-22, 3:1-4 
Psalm 138 
 
December 14 
A Christmas Gift— 
The Gifts of Grace, of the Church, of Family 
Ephesians 2:8-22; 4:4-16; 4:25-5:2; 5:21-6:4  
Psalm 122 
 
December 21 
All the work of preparing for Christmas— 
Is it not faith that moves us to get ready? 
James 1:17-27, 2:8-26, 3:13-18, 5:7-11 
Psalm 15 
 
December 28 
The Old Testament is the cradle of Christ, Faith for 
the New Year, We continue the Witness of our  
Ancestors 
Hebrews 1:1-4, 11:1-12:2 
Psalm 33:13-22 
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About Worship  
 
The great proclamation of Christmas is this: “The 
Word became flesh and lived among us.” It is from 
the Gospel according to John, and John is speaking 
about Jesus. Jesus is God’s Word which becomes in-
carnate. God’s Word takes on flesh, and lives. That is 
one way to understand Christmas. But, could we not 
say that that message is also about us? Certainly, in 
worship, Jesus is among us. In worship, Jesus takes 
on flesh. In worship, we gather to hear the Scrip-
tures, to sing God’s praises, and to partake of the 
sacraments. Worship is God incarnate. We even 
speak of the community of believers as the body of 
Christ. 
 
Now, for many people, they wonder why Christmas 
can’t be celebrated the whole year round. Yes, most 
of those people are kids who delight in the wonder 
of Christmas joys. But for us adults, we probably 
wonder as well, “Why can’t the expressions of gener-
osity and charity be something that infects us every 
day, as opposed to being limited to the Christmas 
season?”   
 
In part, the answer lies in the fact that we lose sight 
of the Word becoming flesh in us. We are the body 
of Christ. We are the embodiment of God’s Word, 
empowered by the Spirit of God. And, it is in church 
where we experience that phenomenon. Sunday 
worship is a sort of Christmas during each week of 

the year—not so much because there is a gift ex-
change, as much as because the Word becomes flesh 
again and again in the gathering of God’s people. 
 
For me, it is always amazing that for some reason 
people feel more inclined to be in worship during 
Christmas than say any other time of the year, with 
perhaps the exception of Easter. Why is that? There 
is nothing forcing people to come to worship. It is 
just that maybe we are more attuned to the message 
of what church is about on Christmas. Again, that 
message is that the Word is made flesh, and people 
want to be a part of that experience. Unfortunately, 
we probably don’t say it enough the rest of the year 
to excite people enough to want to come to church.  
Too often, we say Christmas is past. 
 
Well, let us proclaim it now and let us remember it 
all the time, “The church, and in specific, worship, is 
nothing short of the experience of the Word becom-
ing flesh and living among us.” Let us remember that 
Christmas is a word that derives from Christ and 
mass. In short, it means a mass for Christ, or we 
could say a worship service for Christ. But, is that not 
what we do every time we worship—we gather to 
worship Christ? So, Christmas is every Sunday. Christ-
mas is every time we worship Christ where God’s 
people become the enfleshment of God’s Word.     

I have a better Caretaker than you and all the angels.  
He it is who lies in a manger, but at the same time sits at the right hand of God,  

the almighty Father. Therefore be at rest. 
—Martin Luther 



Good News Page 4 

Dear Padre,  
 
We do some pretty strange things during the holi-
days, such as put a tree inside our home and deco-
rate it, go door-to-door singing songs, and hang socks 
from our fire places. What is up with that? 
 
Signed,  
Christmas Inquirer 
 
 
 
 
Dear  Christmas Inquirer, 
 
I share your sense of bewilderment regarding the 
traditions of Christmas. I imagine that if Captain Kirk 
and Spock were to beam down to observe our ac-
tions, they would conclude, “There is no intelligent 
life down here.” But, there is a method to our mad-
ness. 

 
We put an evergreen tree in our homes during the 
winter months as a symbol of life in the midst of 
death. In this way, it is very much in keeping with 
Christ’s resurrection. This tradition actually was co-
opted by Christians from a pagan religion called 
Mithras in which evergreens were processed into 
worship during their high festival on December 25th.  
Christians used this date for the birth of Jesus to say, 
in effect, that the true God, not Mithras, was born on 
December 25th. It was in Germany some time later 
that people began bringing trees into their homes to 
decorate. And, Martin Luther, according to tradition, 
began the ritual of putting lights on the tree. But, 
instead of electric lights, as they didn’t yet exist, he 
placed candles on the tree. (Warning: Don’t try this 
at home.) 
 
Christmas caroling is believed to have begun in Eng-
land in the 1840s. When Prince Albert of Germany 

married Victoria of England, English peasants wanted 
to show their regards to the newly married royal 
family. It was learned that Prince Albert enjoyed 
Christmas carols, and so the peasants began sere-
nading him with them. As a result, caroling became a 
tradition, with the Methodists and Lutherans bring-
ing a modified version of this tradition to America. 
 
The tradition of Christmas stockings is said to origi-
nate from Saint Nicholas, from where we get the 
name Santa Claus. Saint Nicholas was bishop of My-
ra, who as legend has it, came across a widower with 
three daughters. As these daughters had no chance 
of marriage since they could not afford a dowry, 
Saint Nicholas provided help. Saint Nicholas left three 
gold coins in the girls’ stockings as they hung by the 
fire to dry. In many cultures, children had left wood-
en shoes by the fire or outside their doors for St. 
Nicholas to leave gifts. Stocking may have replaced 
this tradition as wooden shoes became obsolete. 
 
So, there is some information about why we do the 
strange things we do come Christmas time. However, 
in short, I would add that each of these traditions 
speaks to the Christmas message, whether it is the 
tree conveying life in the midst of death, or whether 
it is singing with joy in the neighborhood about the 
birth of a Savior, or whether it is receiving gifts in a 
stocking that reminds us about God’s gift of his Son.  
We do what we do because it gives meaning to the 
Christmas holiday, however bizarre it may appear. 
 
Thanks for the question. Merry Christmas. 
 
Signed,  

Padre       
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A Word on Stewardship  
 
 Do you ever do this? Say you lose something of val-
ue, for example your phone, or a piece of jewelry, or 
your glasses (for me, it is often my contact lens) and 
you are absolutely sure it is gone forever. Only then, 
you suddenly find it. And in finding your lost valua-
ble, do you ever feel like you have just banked some 
money, because a moment before you were sure you 
would have to cough up the money in order to re-
place that which you thought was lost. It is a sort of 
windfall, if you will—money that you didn’t other-
wise think you would have. 
  
Do you ever do that? It is sort of like those State 
Farm commercials. You know the ones. The individu-
al wants to buy something and so calls out to their 
State Farm insurance person, who suddenly appears 
to tell them just how much money they have saved 
as a result of purchasing their insurance. And so, the 
person can buy what it is they want. And, then we 
get the other person who has blah-blah insurance, 
and their insurance person can get them only a dol-
lar. I love that commercial. 
  
What do we do with a windfall? It is a good question.  
It is a question that we might ask ourselves as it re-
lates to various aspects of life. What do we do with a 
windfall that comes not just in the form of money, 
but say in the form of time. Maybe, when everything 
is done for the day, we have extra time. Or, maybe, 
we are given a certain prognosis, and yet we live well 
beyond that prognosis. What do we do with that 
windfall?   

  
Or, what do we do with a windfall of health? Maybe 
we can do more than some others because we have  
 
better health than say, our neighbors, or our co-
workers, or our school mates. So, there is also that 
type of a windfall. 
 
Maybe we should actually bank our windfalls. Maybe 
we should put some of the money we thought we 
had lost, but recovered, into a fund to bless others.  
Maybe we should bank our time and plan to use a 
portion of it to serve others. “How do we do that” 
you ask. Well, maybe we shift our schedules around 
so as to utilize the extra time we have presently. Per-
haps we can fill that extra time with other tasks that 
we are saving for say the weekend. And then we use 
the weekend to serve others. Maybe we should bank 
our health, and use it to serve others who are in 
need, knowing that someday we ourselves will need 
the help of others. Yes, windfalls are not to be squan-
dered. 
 
In actuality, all of life is a windfall when we think 
about it, isn’t it? You and I didn’t expect to have all 
this time in life. And the blessings that we have in life 
are truly a gracious gift from God; they were not ex-
pected nor deserved. Yet, some of us see life as 
something we are just trying to get through. But, for 
others, life is one blessing after another after anoth-
er. It is windfall upon windfall. It is like always finding 
that which was lost. All the more, it is never having 
loss in the first place. That is the life of faith. That is 
being blessed. That is the stewardship of Christian 
living.     

Christmas, my child, is love in action.  
Every time we love, every time we give, it’s Christmas. 

—Dale Evans Rogers 



Good News Page 6 

Council Update 
 
Council met on November 12, 2014. 
 
 Our former electrician has retired. Acri’s referred 

us to Kolva Electric, who does the electrical work 
for them. The parking lot light has been repaired. 
The altar light and doorbells will be repaired 
soon. 

 
 Council is starting to work on next year’s budget. 

We need to have a budget from all committee 
chairs prior to the December 10 meeting. If you 
have not submitted your budget, please email it 
to Jim Lubrecht (jlubes@comcast.net). 

 
 Thank you to everyone who provided a Christ-

mas gift to a Manna Food Pantry child. 
 
 Reminder that all committees need to submit 

their yearly report to Jan by January 5, 2015. 
 

—Diane Lehrman 
 
 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
from the Welcome Committee 
 
Throughout the year, the Welcome Committee dis-
tributes welcome baskets to visitors; hangs “door 
hangers” throughout adjacent neighborhoods, an-
nouncing upcoming events at our church; supplies 
cakes for confirmation and first communion; assists 
pastor with special outreach to members; provides 
Lutheran Book of Prayer to new members; supports 

the sponsorship program for new members; and 
takes photos of new members for the bulletin board.  
Each month we have First Sunday Social and serve 
beverages every Sunday. There is a signup sheet 
posted in the narthex for donations of “goodies” for 
the First Sunday Socials. 
 
We are pleased to announce the following special 
activities for 2015. Be sure to mark your calendars so 
you can participate and enjoy each event.   
 
special events:  
 April 5, Easter Sunday Special Snacks 
 May 10, Mother’s Day Recognition of ALL women 
 May 31, Church Picnic & end of Church School 

year 
 Saturday, June 13, Our Saviour Lutheran’s event 

for men of the church, including their child/
children, friends, brothers 

 June 21, Father’s Day Recognition of ALL men 
 September 12, the Welcome Committee will 

“welcome” all our friends during GermanFest  
 October 4, Pet Blessing 
 November 8, Share the Word—Share the Harvest 

& Veterans' Recognition.  
 
Should you have any questions or want to become a 
member of the Welcome Committee, please let any 
committee member know. 
 
Enjoy the holidays & mark your 2015 calendar! 
 
welcome committee members: Judy Acker, Julie 
Drake, Connie Johnson, Nadine Martin, Ruth Ondeck, 
Carol Ranck, Eva Schmelzle, Linda Schreier, Sara 
Smith, Joy Warnick, & Ann Wolf. 

A voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord!” 
Help us, O God, prepare our hearts to welcome & worship you. 
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In memoriam 
 
Esther Flores died on Wednesday, November 5, 
2014. A memorial service was held Saturday, Novem-
ber 22, at Our Saviour, with the Pastor Joel offici-
ating. 
 
 

It’s a girl! 
 
Delaney Grace Evans was born Tuesday, October 28, 
2014, weighing 8 lbs., 4 ozs. She is the daughter of 
Catrina & Justin Evans and little sister to River Evans. 
The proud grandparents are Candy & Ira Evans. Con-
gratulations!  
 
 

Welcome our new members 
 
Our Saviour welcomed three new members to the 
parish on All Saints Sunday, November 2, 2014. They 
are Margo Whittaker, Charles Murray, and Robert 
Richardson, Jr. 
 
 

Distribution of “Good News” Revisited 
 
Our Saviour took the step towards green and cost 
savings by moving from a printed newsletter to an 
email newsletter. Those without email addresses re-
ceive a paper copy in their church mailboxes. If you 
would prefer a printed copy in your church mailbox, 
please notify the church office by email 
(ossec@comcast.net) or phone (717-545-9992). 

Music Notes 
 
There is still time to share your talents Christmas Eve.  
 
Are you learning to play a musical instrument in 
school and would like to play a Christmas carol? Do 
you play the guitar, and would you like to offer an 
appropriate Christmas song? Perhaps you and your 
family would like to sing a favorite hymn. Perhaps 
you have a favorite poem or story related to the birth 
of our Lord that you would like to read to the congre-
gation. Or maybe you would like to dance like King 
David before the altar of the Lord. 
 
If you would like to participate in any or all of these 
musical offerings (3:30 pm, 6:30 pm, or 8:30 pm), 
please contact Margaret Quintanar (717-448-0295) 
or speak to her at church. Everyone is welcome to 
participate. 
 
 

2015 Giving Envelopes 
 
The 2015 giving envelopes will be distributed Mon-
day, December 1, 2014, via church mailbox. It is very 
important to note that the envelopes are newly al-
phabetized, which means you may have a different 
number for 2015. Again, it is very important to begin 
using the 2015 envelopes as soon as the new year 
begins on Thursday, January 1, 2015. This will make 
the transition from the old to new envelope numbers 
and old to new year easier for the counters and for 
the recording of your gifts. Accuracy is our aim and 
your help is appreciated. 
 
If you did not receive envelopes, please contact Jan 
(717-545-9992 or ossec@comcast.net). 

It’s good to be blessed. 

It’s better to be a blessing. 
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Prayer Requests 

 
Patti Haller (friend of Linda Freed), Mildred Brown 
(sister-in-law of Anneke & Dan Fleming), Meg Chi-
arella (neighbor of Candy Evans), Julie Drake, Andrea 
Faber, Marvin Brown Sr. (brother of Dan Fleming), 
Greg Reichenbach (friend of Diane Lehrman), Betty 
Nickle, Lista Eger (sister of Miriam McIntyre), Ronald 
Kunz, Dan Lynch & family (friends of the Digons), 
Dottie Koppenhaver, Mary Louise Shuler, Jaime Barr, 
Ken Freed, Eleanor Buss, Ira Evans, Chuck Yocum, 
The Rev. Pete Kuebler, Deborah Wolf, Mike Cadena, 
Marian Tosheff, Judy Ross, Erica Brockmann (friend 
of Janet Ruocco & Linda Schreier), Doris Savage, Sally 
Twigg (mother of Karen Hoch), June Reinbold 
(mother of Jeanette Logan), Vernel Brown (relative of 
Flemings), Pat DiScorio, Janet Ruocco, Karl Johnson, 
Stacy Leonard (friend of Karen Hoch), Giselle Valle, 
Bernie Coates, Elizabeth Neidich, Karen Hoch & Trini-
ty Mummert, David Buck, Robert Barge, Betty Baker, 
Anna Weirich, Shannon Clawson, Sylvia Zorek, Lisa 
Kessler family, Sara Schreffler, Marie Mateo (mother 
of Carol Ranck), Pat Neidich, Bob Sternberger, Eva 
Prichard, Shirley Logan, Lori Fulmer, Tom & Wendy 
Snyder, Anthony Martin (brother of Otis Martin), 
Chris McIntyre Family, & Bishop Dunlop. Pray for 
missionaries, especially Tonya Starner in Mongolia & 
Treina Montgomery in Jerusalem. Pray for our mili-
tary, especially George Schreffler, III & Ian Bowling. 

Thank you 
 
We just want to thank you for all of your kindness 
and help during this difficult time. 

We appreciate everyone who helped set up, 
serve, clean up and move furniture; also, for all the 
love, support, cards and prayers during this time. 

We appreciate everything that anyone may have 
done to help. Your kindness and thoughtfulness will 
be forever remembered. 

 
—Daniel, Kathy, Jane & Samantha Kreischer 

 
 

I appreciate so much your kind thoughts and prayers 
during these past few months. It meant so much to 
me. A special thank you to Pastor Joel for his visits to 
the hospital which really gave me peace of mind. 
 

—Dottie Koppenhaver 
 

 
Thank you for all your prayers for Wanda & Jerry 
Fullmer (our cousins) over these past several months. 
Both of them have returned to their home after mul-
tiple surgeries and rehab. 
 

—Carol & David Ranck 

Manna Food Pantry Donation 
 
November 9, 2014, we collected $178.57 for the 
Manna Food Pantry. This equals 992 pounds of meat 
and food purchased from the Central Pennsylvania 
Food Bank at 18-cents per pound. Jane from Manna 
almost cried when I told her the good news. She said 
they serve 600 families and rely on grant money and 
help from local churches. However, they have not 
been able to meet the demand since the grant mon-
ey was spent. The last few months they have relied 

on churches’ generosity to pay for the food. She 
wanted you to know how much they appreciate our 
help. She said that 18-cents makes the difference 
between eating and hunger. There are now specially 
labeled envelopes in each pew holder for your Man-
na donations. Your donation will be listed on your 
quarterly report. 
 

—Diane Lehrman 
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December 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 
6:00 pm—
Welcome  
Committee 

2 3 
7:00 pm—
Choir 
 
Geoffrey 
Ames 
Dana Barr 

4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
Eva Prichard 

6 
12:30-3:00 
pm—Private 
Event 

7 
8:30 am—Word & Sacrament 
9:30 am—First Sunday Social 
9:30 am—Church School 
10:45 am—Word & Sacrament 
 
 
2 Advent 

8 9 
 

10 
7:00 pm—
Council 
7:00 pm—
Choir 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew 
Ames 

12 
pm—
Christmas 
Caroling 
 

13 

14 
Second Sunday Food Offering 
 
8:30 am—Word & Prayer 
9:30 am—Church School 
10:45 am—Word & Prayer 
Following worship—Christmas Pageant 
w/Meal 
 
3 Advent 
Ellavene Rutter 

15 16 17 
7:00 pm—
Choir 

18 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ava Shertzer 

20 

21 
Deadline for January “Good News” 
 
8:30 am—Word & Sacrament 
9:30 am—Church School 
10:45 am—Word & Sacrament 
(Christmas Pageant Snow Date) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 Advent 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sandra Haney 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Katharina 
Kreischer 
Alex Parson 

24 
Church Office 
Closed 
4:00 pm—
Word &  
Sacrament 
7:00 pm—
Word &  
Sacrament 
9:00 pm—
Word &  
Sacrament 
 
Christmas Eve 

25 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Day 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alexandra 
Kessler 
Margaret  
Minnich 

27 

28 
No Church School 
10:00 am—Word & Prayer— 
one service only 
 
1 Christmas 
Robert McCann 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
Drew Ames 

30 31 
7:00 pm—
Choir 
 
New Year’s 
Eve 
Janet Ruocco 

Birthdays are listed in bold. 
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Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring congre-
gation dedicated to the word of Christ, wel-
comes all people to worship and grow with us 
as we share His love and salvation with our 
neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 
8:30 am & 10:45 am 

 
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month 
 

Church School 
9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
2:00-5:00 pm Monday through Thursday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


