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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
Lately, all we have been hearing regarding the National Football League is about how this player and that play-
er have been suspended or exempted or dismissed for child and/or spousal abuse. And, as a result the league’s 
commissioner, Roger Goodell, has been on the hot seat, with many people calling for his resignation. And, then 
there are the commercial advertisers threatening to discontinue their sponsorship. It is all getting very inter-
esting.  
 
Amidst the conversation in the news is the question of whether this is really going to hurt the NFL in the long 
run. In other words, are people really going to stop watching professional football? Is all this bad publicity going 
to turn people away? It seems that for the most part the answer is “No.”     
 
What was most interesting to me is what one commentator had to say. This commentator noted that the NFL 
has now become the forum for discussing family values. Wow! That commentator was exactly right. How is 
that possible? Is it somehow divine intervention? 
 
I find it absolutely remarkable that the NFL is now a place of ethical discussion. The question of what is right 
and wrong as it pertains to the family is now front and center on probably the world’s largest stage, at least 
within the sports world of the United States. 
 
Before all this broke out, I would have said that family values was a topic reserved for religion. Certainly, ethics, 
what is right and wrong, falls into the realm of religion. But, now, this has spilled over and really it has flooded 
into the secular sphere.   
 
What does all this mean? For me, it means that God is at work in places beyond our immediate observation. 
For could we not say that the Spirit of God stirred within the general public outraged by what they have heard 
and seen, such that that upwelling of discontent forced the NFL to deal with these issues? From now on, we 
can bet the NFL is going to be highly sensitized to the behavior of its players and others in the organization. The 
NFL is not, we hope, going to want to find itself behind the eight ball again.   
 
This is how our God works more often than not. There is some upwelling of discontent from within the commu-
nity and the hand of those in charge is forced to make changes. Consider the discontent over women’s 
suffrage.  Consider the discontent over Jim Crow laws. The communal push for change that justice may prevail 

Continued on page 2 
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 Parish Staff 
 

Joel D. Petruschke, pastor 
Margaret Quintanar, director of music 
Janet R. Ditmer, secretary 
David Shadel, sexton 
 

Good News is a monthly publication of The  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,  
420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg,  
Pennsylvania 17109, 717-545-9992,  
ossec@comcast.net. Pastor: Joel D. Petruschke, 
Secretary: Janet R. Ditmer. Deadline for submission 
is the third Monday prior to publication month. 
 

If you do not have email or internet access, your 
addressed copy of Good News will be available in 
your church mailbox the first weekend of each 
month. 

In this Dear Padre article, I want to ask you some ques-

tions. You do not need to answer them for me, as much as 
for yourself. The hope is that in answering these ques-
tions, you might be a better witness for those who are 
looking for God. 
 

 Why do you believe in God? 

 Why do you pray? 

 What do you say in your prayers? 

 Who is Jesus for you? 

 When did you come to really believe in God?   

 Why do you go to church? 

 Why are you a Lutheran? 

 Why do you read the Bible? 

 How has being a Christian made a  
difference in your life? 

 
Think of these questions as questions that might be asked 
by those who are looking for God. It is important that we 
have our answers ready to share as the moment to wit-
ness to another may be fleeting and singular. If it would be 
helpful to talk with you about your answers to these ques-
tions, I would be willing to meet with you.   

is the Spirit of God working for justice and peace among 
the people of God. 
 
You know, I enjoy reading about the founding of our great 
nation. I just finished a book, in fact, called The Founding 
of America, which traces important writings from the Arti-
cles of Confederation to the Bill of Rights. And, one of the 
things of which I am enamored regarding our forefathers 
is how well they seemed to have developed a system of 
government that aligns (again in my estimation) with the 
process of how God works out freedom and justice among 
people. 
 
We are blessed that the Spirit speaks in and through the 
community. We are blessed that a conversation about 
family values can emerge from within the NFL.  We are 
blessed that God speaks to us in our democratic process 
that seeks justice and the good of all people.   

 
In Christ,  

Pastor Joel Petruschke   
 
 
 

The Lessons for October 2014 
 
October 5— 
Power in Weakness—Christ is hidden in Suffering 
Psalm 123 
2 Corinthians 10:12-18; 11:1-30; 12:7b-10 
 
October 12—At the Crossroads 
Psalm 1 
Philemon 
 
October 19—Gain is Loss, and Loss is Gain 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 1:1-14; 2:3-13; 3:7-4:1; 4:4-7, 10-20 
 
October 26—New Life in Christ 
Psalm 32 
Galatians 1:1-2:21; 5:2-5, 13-14 

Dear Sisters & Brothers—continued from front page 
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About Worship 
 
You have seen Christian clowning up close and personal in 
worship. You have met Splash the Clown.  Remember  
“I.Y. Q.”? “I like you, too.” Now you, too, can become a 
Christian clown. Amaze your friends!  Surprise your neigh-
bors! And, spread the joy of the gospel! 
 
Pastor Joel is holding the first of a series of clown work-
shops on October 19, at 3:00 pm. Learn how to create a 
clown face, how to tie animal balloons, and how to share 
the Good News of Jesus Christ without even opening your 
mouth. You thought you never could be so quiet. Children, 
youth, and adults are all welcome to attend. 
 
What does it take to be a Christian clown? I am glad you 
asked. All it takes is a little time, a little humor, and a de-
sire to bless others.   
 
Once we have formed our clown troupe we will gallivant, 
that is, “travel around with no purpose except enjoy-
ment.” (I looked it up.) We will plan to lead a Christian 
clown service again at Our Saviour. We may decide as well 
to visit a local nursing home and spread the joy of Jesus. 
We may even, if we so desire, visit other churches to 
demonstrate Christian clowning, or lead clown workshops. 
The opportunities are really endless. They go on, and on, 
and on, and on, and on, and on, and one more for good 
luck, and on.              
 
So, we look forward to seeing you there on Sunday, Octo-
ber 19. And, if you are wondering what you might need to 
do in advance of the meeting? You can practice laughing 
and giggling, by having someone tickle you. You can prac-
tice being silly, by wearing your clothes inside out and go-
ing to the mall. That is always fun. And, of course, you can 
take some time in prayer and give God thanks for the won-
drous joy that comes from knowing you are abundantly 
and eternally loved by our good and gracious Creator.    

Music Notes 
 
Perhaps the most difficult part of starting a new job as a 
church music director, besides learning everyone’s name, 
is learning what talents everyone possesses. I know there 
are people among you who have good, strong voices; I 
hear them during Sunday worship, although I can’t always 
tell when I’m on the organ bench from whom those voices 
are coming. I hear rumors about people who play this in-
strument or that, or who have certain talents, but some-
times I receive so much information all at once that the 
details start to blur. Soon, therefore, you will find a ques-
tionnaire in your mailbox at church asking who does 
what—music-related, that is—in your household. I would 
greatly appreciate your filling out these questionnaires 
and returning them to me. 
 
Another difficulty is learning which hymns the congrega-
tion knows, likes, wants to learn, or would rather leave 
unsung. This is a difficulty for pastors as well as for church 
musicians. Anyone wishing to help me familiarize myself 
with the hymn-singing preferences of the congregation is 
welcome to join in an informal hymn sing in the sanctuary 
each week during the Sunday School hour. We will start 
with the Advent hymns and work our way through the 
hymnal.  
  
The adult choir will rehearse on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. 
Anyone who would like to make a joyful noise is welcome 
to join us. If you read music, that helps, but it’s not a ne-
cessity. 
 
The children’s choir will begin rehearsals in October. The 
day and time will be announced. 
 
I look forward to building an active music program at Our 
Saviour. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Margaret Quintanar 
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A Word on Stewardship  
 

“You know the generous act of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty 
you might become rich. And in this matter I 
am giving my advice … it is a question of a 
fair balance between your present abun-
dance and their need, so that their abun-
dance may be for your need, in order that 
there may be a fair balance” (II Corinthians 
8:9-10,13-14). 

 
In this passage, the apostle Paul is using the example 
of Jesus Christ to encourage the Christians in Corinth 
to be generous in giving to the poor in Jerusalem (the 
center of the Christian Church). You see, in his mis-
sion work, Paul received monetary gifts from church-
es, which were then brought to Jerusalem for the 
Christians in need. Paul wants the Corinthians to fin-
ish what they started, that is, to give their full portion 
to the collection. In order to help them to this end, 
Paul lifts up Jesus as an example. 
 
Jesus was “rich” in that he reigned with God the Fa-
ther in heaven, but then he became “poor” in that he 
became human, the son of a carpenter. Jesus dies on 
the cross, so that believers may become “rich,” that 
is, inheritors of eternal life. We see the exchange 
here. Jesus, who is rich, becomes poor, so that we, 
who are poor, may become rich.  
 
With regards to the Corinthians, they are financially 
rich and from their abundance they are to give to the 
poor in Jerusalem. Paul reminds the Corinthians that 
the poor in Jerusalem are rich, too, in a different 
way.  They are rich in poverty, and their abundance 
in this regard can make them (the Corinthians) rich 
or blessed, such that, the Corinthians may increase in 
generosity.   

There is also another way that the poor in Jerusalem 
are understood to be rich, and thus a blessing to the 
Corinthians. The poor in Jerusalem are Jewish Chris-
tians, Jews who became Christians. The gospel was 
initially understood to be for Jews, as the gospel of 
Jesus Christ was the natural progression of the Jew-
ish faith. However, in his mission work, Paul opened 
the gospel up for Gentiles, non-Jews. And, so the 
“riches” the poor in Jerusalem offer for the Corinthi-
ans is the gospel. Thus, there is a balance of giving 
and receiving riches between the Corinthians and the 
poor in Jerusalem. 
 
The point being, we, too, can engage in this fair bal-
ance even within our own congregation. One such 
way is through transportation.  For some, it is not 
easy to get to church. And so, the Stewardship Com-
mittee is working on addressing that issue by learn-
ing who lives close to our shut-ins, and who might 
then be willing to bring those shut-ins their mail from 
the church mailboxes, or Sunday sermons, and so on. 
Perhaps, we can even find members willing to drive 
folks to worship. (Thus, the reason for the big map in 
our narthex.) And, the blessing will not only be for 
the shut-in, but also for the individual who drives, 
because there is a kickback that comes from opening 
up our heart to offer our services to another. In the 
very least, the volunteer driver will know that they 
are following in the same vein as Jesus who offers 
himself for us that we may know abundant blessing.    
 
So, if the Stewardship Committee contacts you about 
this project, I do hope you will be willing to volun-
teer. I do hope you will give from your abundance, in 
this case, to use your ability to drive for the sake of 
the other. And, may the blessing of God return ten-
fold to you. 

Please see article on page 5. 
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Pet Blessing 
Sunday, October 5 
3:00 pm 
Pavilion 
 
Bring your pets to the church for a blessing. Free dog and 
cat treats will be available. 
 
 

In-Betweeners October Event 
The Pride of the Susquehanna Mystery Dinner Cruise: 
“Much Ado About Death” 
Friday, October 17, 2014 
7:00 pm (arrive by 6:30 pm) 
 
Cost: $49.50 per person. To purchase tickets visit the Pride 
of the Susquehanna website or contact Barb Ecklund 
(recklund2722@comcast.net or 717-805-1496). RSVP to 
Barb to confirm you are attending this event.  
 
 

First Sunday Social Needs Your Help 
 
Volunteers are needed to provide baked goods—
homemade or purchased—for First Sunday Socials. Signup 
sheets are in the narthex (located by the door and by the 
coat rack). If volunteers do not signup to contribute baked 
goods, it may be necessary to discontinue First Sunday 
Socials.—Linda Schreier, Welcome Committee 
 
 

Stewardship Project 
 
All members are asked to review the map in the narthex. 
Check to see that your pin with your address is on the map 
and check off your name in the provided directory.  
 
The next step of our project, Where We Live is How We 
Give, is to review the map and directory to see how we 
might better serve our shut-ins and members unable to 
drive to church. 
 
 

Prayer Requests 
 
If you’ve requested prayer for anyone, please review the 
current list and contact the church office (717-545-9992 or 
ossec@comcast.net) regarding names that can be re-
moved. Thank you! 
 
The family of Jeanne Bargo (cousin of Candy Evans), 
Ronald Kunz, Dee Lynch and son Don, and her family 
(friends of the Digons), Dottie Koppenhaver, Katie Sowers, 
Mary Louise Shuler, Jaime Barr, Ken Freed, Wanda & Jerry 
Fullmer, Eleanor Buss, Ira Evans, Robert Maxwell (friend of 
Anneke Fleming), Chuck Yocum, The Rev. Pete Kuebler, 
Deborah Wolf, Mike Cadena, Marian Tosheff, Judy Ross, 
Erica Brockmann (friend of Janet Ruocco & Linda Schreier), 
Doris Savage, Sally Twigg (mother of Karen Hoch), Saman-
tha Ingavo, June Reinbold (mother of Jeanette Logan), 
Vernel Brown (relative of Flemings), Pat DiScorio, Janet 
Ruocco, Karl Johnson, Stacy Leonard (friend of Karen 
Hoch), Andrea Faber, Giselle Valle, Bernie Coates, Esther 
Flores, Elizabeth Neidich, Karen Hoch & Trinity Mummert, 
David Buck, Robert Barge, Betty Baker, Anna Weirich, 
Shannon Clawson, Sylvia Zorek, Lisa Kessler family, Sara 
Schreffler, Marie Mateo (mother of Carol Ranck), Pat Nei-
dich, Bob Sternberger, Eva Prichard, Shirley Logan, Lori 
Fulmer, Tom & Wendy Snyder, Anthony Martin (brother of 
Otis Martin), Chris McIntyre Family, & Bishop Dunlop. Pray 
for missionaries, especially Tonya Starner in Mongolia & 
Treina Montgomery in Jerusalem. Pray for our military, 
especially George Schreffler, III & Ian Bowling. 

A strong harvest 
 
Seeds of strength are planted in the soils of weakness. Your most 
uplifting strength tomorrow may grow from your most debili-
tating weakness today. 

—V. Gilbert Beers 
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Our Saviour Financial Report  
through September 23, 2014 

 

Envelopes & Plate 115,654.62 

Fund Raising 30,201.39 

Fellowship Hall Usage 1,730.00 

          Total Income 147,586.01 

  

Expense 150,757.27 

  

Deficit (3,171.26) 

  

Mortgage Balance 156,736.52 

  

          PNC Accounts  

 09/23/2014 

Current Fund 22,175.67 

Building Fund 3,882.39 

Memorial Fund 11,709.34 

  

          Thrivent Accounts  

 09/23/2014 

Regular Mutuals 65,189.88 

Scholarship Mutuals 71,763.38 

  

          Santander Account  

 09/23/2014 

Christian Education 5,158.59 

Congregational Meeting Report 
Sunday, September 21, 2014 
 
Our Saviour’s Congregational Meeting was held Sunday, 
September 21, between the early and late services. 
 
Jim Lubrecht, church treasurer, explained the church’s 
accounts and investments and reviewed our financial sta-
tus. 
 
Brad Neil and Sue Grubic were elected to a second term 
on council. Appointed council members, Drew Ames, Bob 
Lisse, and Joy Warnick were elected to their first term. We 
thank Eleanor Buss and Janet Ruocco for their service on 
church council. 
 
At our January congregational meeting, we will discuss a 
five– and ten– year plan with a focus on our current 
equipment and facility’s projected replacement needs. For 
instance, does someone know when the kitchen refrigera-
tor was purchased or when the sanctuary carpeting was 
installed? What do you think we will need replaced in five 
or ten years? Please give thought to the condition of the 
church facility and equipment and speak to a council 
member. 
 
Family Promise was hosted at Our Saviour in June and it 
went well. It was decided that Our Saviour will be a Host 
Church for Family Promise, hosting families three or four 
times a year per our schedule. We will not host during egg
-making season nor GermanFest preparation.  
 
Joy Warnick provided information regarding a motion-
sensor front door security monitor. It is portable, costs 
approximately $150, and has both video and audio capa-
bilities. It will be installed within several weeks. The moni-
tor can be utilized when someone is alone in the church or 
during evening meetings. The HVAC units for the sanctu-
ary were added to the Wish List at a cost of $1,848 each. 
The units installation was pending receipt of funds for 
each unit. As of Monday, September 22, 2014, all six HVAC 
units were donated and ordered! Many, many thanks to 
our anonymous donors for their gracious gifts.  
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27th Annual Taste of Central Pennsylvania 
Sunday, October 26, 2014 
Strawberry Square, Harrisburg 
11:00 am-3:30 pm 
 
Sample the latest menu items from the area’s top restau-
rants, caterers, wineries and breweries. By attending the 
Taste of Central Pennsylvania you will help the Food Bank 
provide food to more than 55,000 people in need every 
week. 
 
For event & ticket information, please visit centralpafood-
bank.org or call the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank (717-
564-1700). 
 
Main event and child tickets available at Cumberland & 
Dauphin county GIANT Food Stores. 
 
 

Surrendering the Secret—Heal the Heartbreak 
Leader Training 
Friday, October 31, 2014 
Ephrata Community Church 
70 Clay School Road, Ephrata 
 
Surrendering the Secret is a unique eight-week experien-
tial Bible study that uses God’s truth to lead women to 
healing and freedom. 
 
Susquehanna Valley Pregnancy Services is hosting a  
Surrendering the Secret Leader Training to equip people  
to minister to women who have experienced abortion. 
 
For more information or to register, contact: 
ww.surrenderingthesecret.com or Carol Weaver ,  
STS National Leader and Director of Post-Abortion Ministry 
for SVPS, (717-721-7549 or carol@svps.org). 

All Saints Sunday 
November 2, 2014 
 
To submit the names of those you wish to remember on 
All Saints Sunday use the forms in your October bulletins 
or contact Jan (ossec@comcast.net or 717-545-9992) . The 
names will appear in prayers and the bulletin. 
 
Offerings for All Saints Sunday may be made by using the 
“Designated Offering” envelopes located in each pew 
holder. 
 
 

Share the Word, Share the Harvest 
Bring a Friend to Church 
Sunday, November 9, 2014—10:45 am 
One service & no church school this day 
Luncheon follows service 
 
In honor of Veterans Day, we will recognize those who 
have served or are serving in the military. Please contact 
Jan (ossec@comcast.net or 717-545-9992) with military 
service information to be included in the bulletin or use 
the form included in your October bulletins. A covered 
dish luncheon will follow the worship service.  
 
  

GermanFest 2014 Report 
 
A record breaking 695 people attended GermanFest this 
year. Needless to say, the food lines were very long at 
times. (We will be reviewing directional strategies at our 
next committee meeting.) Everyone enjoyed the food and 
entertainment. 
 
Thank you to everyone for your hard work and timeless 
efforts. Without you this community event would not be 
possible. And a special thank you to our own Arno Miller, 
Hobby Chor member, for lending his voice and support to 
our event. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

OCTOBER 2014 
1 
7:00 pm—Choir 

2 3 
 
Esther Flores 

4 

5 
8:30 am—Word & Sacrament 
9:30 am—Church School 
9:30 am—First Sunday Social 
10:45 am—Word & Sacrament 
3:00 pm—Pet Blessing 
 
Lectionary 27 / Pentecost 17 

6 
6:00 pm—
Welcome  
Committee 
 
 
 
Eva Farling 

7 
6:30 pm—
Stewardship 
Committee 

8 
7:00 pm—
Council 
7:00 pm—Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
Gretchen 
Blacksmith 

9 10 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Shertzer 

12 
Second Sunday Food Offering 
 
8:30 am—Word & Prayer 
9:30 am—Church School 
10:45 am—Word & Prayer 
 
 
Lectionary 28 / Pentecost 18 
Kallie Beachtel 

13 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
 
 
 
Columbus Day 
observed 
Tyler Cristaldi 

14 
7:00 pm—
Lower Paxton 
Swim Club (fh) 
 
 
 
 
 
Nadine Martin 

15 
7:00 pm—Choir 
Rehearsal 

16 
6:30 pm—
Altrusa (Trinity 
Room) 
7:00 pm—Bible 
Study 
 
Anneke  
Fleming 
Marcelle Wood 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
Jamie Barr 
Stephen 
Flournoy 
Ryan Jones 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Luke,  
Evangelist 

19 
Deadline for November Newsletter 
 
8:30 am—Word & Sacrament 
9:30 am—Church School 
10:45 am—Word & Sacrament 
3:00 pm—Clown Workshop 
 
Lectionary 29 / Pentecost 19 

20 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gill Ashleigh 

22 
7:00 pm—Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 
Malane Digon 
Rickey Ecklund 

23 
7:00 pm—Bible 
Study 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
George 
Schreffler III 
Larry Wilt 

25 

26 
8:30 am—Word & Prayer 
9:30 am—Church School 
10:45 am—Word & Prayer 
 
 
 
Reformation Sunday 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
Madeline 
Schreffler 

28 
6:00 pm—
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry (n) 
 
Simon & Jude, 
Apostles 
James Lubrecht 

29 
7:00 pm—Choir 
Rehearsal 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charles Shuler 

31 
 
 
Reformation 
Day 
Ada Heberle 
Mark  
Zimmerman 

 

KEY: fh=fellowship hall; k=kitchen; n=narthex 
Lesser festivals are listed in small capital letters. 
Birthdays are listed in bold. 

                                                                                   October’s Party 
 
                                                                                    October gave a party; The leaves by hundreds came— 

The Chestnuts, Oaks and Maples, And leaves of every name. 
                                                                                    The sunshine spread a carpet, And everything was grand, 
                                                                                    Miss Weather led the dancing, Professor Wind the band. 
 
                                                                                                                                                               —George Cooper 

 



Good News Page 9  

Good News 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
420 North Progress Avenue 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109 
 

Phone: 717-545-9992 
Email: ossec@comcast.net 

Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 

Mission Statement 
 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, a caring congre-
gation dedicated to the word of Christ, wel-
comes all people to worship and grow with us 
as we share His love and salvation with our 
neighbors, our children and ourselves. 

Worship 
8:30 am & 10:45 am 

 
Holy Eucharist is celebrated  

the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month 
 

Church School 
9:30 am 

 

Church Office 
2:00-5:00 pm Monday through Thursday 

 
Phone: 717-545-9992 

Email: ossec@comcast.net 
Web Site: www.oslutheranharrisburg.org 


